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ae ADVERTISEMENT. 


bis od et ERRATA. 
bd VOL. I. a clu eet (9 R 
& Many of the following being typographicaLerrors that may affeeé 


the fenfe, the Reader is requeited to mark them with a pen of 
pencil, before he enters on the work. ’ 


Page 33 Line 5, for lies read lie 

45 —— 20, deleand . oo | 
55 —— 6, forthofe read thefé S: 
68 —— 8, for but dry read but whend 
g0 —— 17, for appendage read appanage 
94 —— 8,and 10, for there read here. abe 
100 —— 26, for replaces read fupplies the place of 
IIg —— 16, for tunney read tunny 

189 ——~— 2, dele from view 

196 —— 25, for wall-nut read walnut 

213 ——25, for empirifm read empiricifm 

216 —— 26; for than read when 
254 —— 13, for mormylus read mormyrus ae ae 
“271 — = Note* for Scuilla maritima read Scilla maritima 

273 —— 21, for appendage read inheritance 

295 ——— 13, for cannon read cannons ° 

297 —— 5, de/e then 

311 ——15, for St.Irena read St. Irene 

312 —— 2, for appendage read appanage 

390 ——11, for dollars read piaftres 

391 —— 14, for orchis read orchifes 
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Note. Throughout Chapter III. we have conftantly rendered the 
word Jauterelles by grafshoppers, which, as is well known, are winged 
‘infects of a very devouring nature; but, on reconfideration, we are 
much inclined to think that the Author means docu/ts; from the length 
of the flights which_he defcribes thefe infects ta have takens 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tue Author of the following “ Trarzzs 
IN Greece anD Turkey,’ being already 
known to the Public by his TRAVELS IN 
Upper anp Lower Eeypt, two tranfla- 
tions of which appeared in our language 
in the year 1799, it only remains for us to 
premife: that thefe fheets may juftly be 
‘confidered as a continuation of his itine- 
rary. In his former work, he promifed to 
prefent to the world an account, of the 

her countries: which he had fubfes 
quently vifited; he. has now perfoymed 

- ¥OL. I. b L his 
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his engagement, and in fuch a manner as 
to induce us to prefume that thofe who 
have felt themfelves gratified in travelling 
with him over Ecypt, will experience no 
lefs fatisfaétion in accompanying him in 
his tour through GREECE and TuRKEy. 


alowed with a folid underftand- 
ing, and a warm and brilliant imagina- 
tion, SoNNINI enlivens his journal by the 
variety: of his defcriptions, and negleéts not 
to bring forward the contraft inceffantly 
prefented in GrexEce by the magnificence 
of Nature, the poverty of the inhabitants, 
the mildnefs of the climate, and the — 
cruelty of the :plunderers who devaftate 
thofe beautiful countries, His narrative 
is interfperfed with ‘hiftorical anecdotes 
which: reeall to mind the . enthufiaftic 
heroifm ‘of the knights of RuopEs,, the 
fubtile a@tivity of the Grecks, and the de- 
ftrudtive policy of the Ottomans... The 


5 1 trader 
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trader will here find every information. 
that can be ufeful to him for rivalling 
the indefatigable induftry of the French; 
the naturalift will meet with curious ob- 
fervations on fubmarine volcanoes, which 
produce new iflands in the fea of the 
Levant, as well as on animals, plants, 
and minerals, hitherto little known or im- 
perfectly defcribed; the ftatefman will ac- 
quire interefting ideas relative to politics 
and government; and the moralift will 
pay a juft tribute to the writer, who con- 
ftantly manifefts an ardent zeal for virtue, 
a generous pity for misfortune, and an 
honett indignation againft tyranny and all 
the crimes which it engenders. 


Lonpon, July the zoth, 18ar. 
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—{NTRODUCTION.”* 


EUROPE attentive, and the°East afto- 
nifhed, were looking with eyes ‘full of 
curiofity and inquietude towards Ecyp T; 
-which.FRANCE covered with her legions, 
andiwith the fertile refources of her genius, 
with ‘combatants as ‘well as-with artifts and 
men of fciehce. A bold projeét, executed 
with the rapidity. of the thought which 
had conceived it; \ vaft combinations, ‘fup- 
ported by’ all the means of a great power; 
a new’plan of colonization, the advantages 
of which are inappreciable;: the impure 
feat of barbarifm ‘and of the moft fanatic 
ignorance, on the point of becoming the - 
‘brilliant theatre. of civilization and of the 
arts; the enemy’s poffefsions ‘in’ Inp1a 
‘threatened ;.a fort of ‘difmemberment of 
had Sy 6 thes an 
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~ an ill-confolidated empire; the commerce 
of the Levant on the eve of changing its 
face, and of taking a new direction—every 
thing contributed to render the expedi- 
tion to Ecypr a fubject of aftonifhment 
to: fome, and, of miftruft-to others: 
This general attention ipromifed a fa- 
voutable reception to works which, in de- 
{eribing Eeypr, not from books, but: from _ 
obfervations made on the. places them-— 
{elves, in journies undertaken folely for the 
purpofe of collecting them, should fix the 
 ftate of that country, at the moment. of 
the enterprife of the Frenchy|and prefent 
a ftatement. of the information acquired 
previoufly to their arrival, It1s,nodoubt, 
to circumftances fo’ favourable that my » 
“ Travers in Urpin; and Lowrr Eeyrr’” 
have owed their fuccéfs, rather ‘than to 
the manner in. which they were written. ’ 
We were certain of exciting intereft by 
the 
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the pi@ure as a country become the object 
of every converfation, of every idea; and 
the Public were difpofed to judge with in- 
dulgence ofthe manner and. colouring, 
in favour, of the fubject. 


» The traveller who fhould prefent him- 
felf with an account of his excurfions and 
refearches in Eeyrt, might expect favour, 
if to the flighteft habit of obfervation, he 
fhould .add:a fufficiently large portion of 
‘that refpect which every writer owes to 
good ‘tafte and to the Public, not to fhock 
both bya forgetfulnefs of propriety, futility 
of details, aridity of ftyle, ftiffnefs of nar- 
ration, and, above all, by a pofitive and 
difdainful tone,’ which impofes only on 
ignorance, and'which is itfelf the criterion 
of mediocrity; defects which writers do 
net. always endeavour to avoid, and 
againit which. one. cannot. for call 
a | 

(O10 b4 «The 
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The honourable reception of my work 
refpeéting Eeypr. has’ furpaffed my i | 
It has not -been confined to my own 
country; foreigners have participated iw 
the fame indulgence*. © This, to my 
feelings, is the {weeteft recompenfe of long 
Jabours ‘of no very recent date, which a 
love for the fciences, and a with to render 
myfelf ufeful; induced me to undertake, 
the only one that I am ambitious ‘of, the 
only one too’ that I have ‘obtained. » This 
alfo, in my opinion, is encouragement the 
moft powerful and themoft flattering; and 
I have 'confidered as an: obligation, that it 
impofed:on me, to publifh my: other ‘Tra= 
vels, which’ political: phenomena, whofe 
commotions change the: face of! ¢mpires, 
have decided :me: to draw from my: ports 
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Ecrpr have appeared. in Lonpon;’ the’ one “in'three. 
volumes 8vo. andthe other in one volume 4to.! pj 
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| Sls rans: they would sin otherwife 


have been ipa 


Other countries, in the vicinity . of 
Eevrr, are perhaps, like it, on the evé of 
experiencing a crifis which will ‘caufe 
thém’to affume a new afpect. The Ot- 
toman ‘government, like an immenfe and 
fliapelefs cdloflus, placed on a bafe of clay, 
feems' read y' to fall, and Greece, which 
it “erufhes with its infupportable weight, 


muit'ere'long, according to every ap- 


pearance; if’‘not refume her ancient’ at- 
titude, -at “leaft) break her chains, and 
oceupy ‘a rank’ ‘among other: nations, in 


the numberof “which her ancient and 


complete flavery prevented her from: be- 


ing reckoned!° Whatever may be the new 
and inevitable deftinies ofa people for= 
merly famous, the Public will not beforry 
tocknow what they. were! at the moment 
of their! deliverance -and. regeneration; 


ei | and 
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and” to reprefent to themfelves the places 
which will be the theatre of it;,as they 


were formerly that of memorable events. 


A defcription of fome parts of-Asra and 
ancient GREECE, which might, afford a 
knowledge of their climate, their foil, 
their productions, their. natural. hiflory, 
their prefent ftate of decay, their inex- 
hauftible refources. of amelioration, and 
the picture of the manners, the.cuftoms, - 
and the genius of the nations that inhabit 
them; which might offer'a curious com- 
parifon between their fituation a few cen-_ 
_ turies ago, and that in our days; which, 
in a word, might, by means of reftauration 
in their agriculture and.in their commerce, 
unfold their claims to a more. profperous 
condition, raithentlat a work not defti- 
tute of interett. b sdt euernet: es 

- And when Peace, too in enittiies 
froni the earth, yielding at lerigth to 
boat. the 


INTRODUCTION. XXVL 
the withes: Of nations, is defcending from 
Heaven, and preparing to clofe the deep 
wounds which. afflict the human race*$ 
when, through her celeftial ‘influence, 
Guilt is difappearing with Want and Ca- 
lamity, her melancholy and frightful com- 
panions; when Virtue is recovering her » 
energy, and Talent her activity; when 
the fources of public profperity, entirely 
dried up, are going to refume their courfe : 
of felicity, and revive induftry and com- 
merce ; when, in fhort, the want of re- 
pairing a time loft for happinefs, and 
mournfully confumed ih agitations and 
misfortune, of feeking in ufeful fpecu- 
jations, in an active and honourable la- 
bour, the forgetfulnefs of fo many ills, 
and the indemnification of accumulated 


Joffes; when this general want is going to 


4 This introduétion was written at the moment of 


the general armiftice, concluded between the French 
and Imperial armies, 


direct 
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direst to foreign | countties ‘the combinas 
tions of commerce, the Publie will doubt= 
lefs, confider as a picture. very well calcus 
Jated to. favour thefe views, othe indica+ 
tion of the places which. prefent certain 
advantages to a kind of traffic that may be 
eftablifhed with much eafe and little coft. 


it Under thefe confiderations, the. work : 
which I now publith has no fewer claims. 
than the TRAVELS IN Leyrt to. attention 
and indulgence. If,, notwithftanding the 
number of travellers who have preceded 
“me in that country, my account has been © 
diftnguithed, £ may venture to expect the 
fame fuccefs for this; although it appears 
after. productions no lefs numerous! on the 
fame fubjedt, and among which are likes 
wife to, be, found fome muchoto be coms. 
mended. : 


“My Travets IN ‘Gaerce AND ‘Tonner 
are, like thofe in Ecyrr, the fruit of hear 
. ‘two 
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two years of obferyation, and: I: prefent 
them with the greater confidence, :as: 
have beftowed, the fame) pains in digefting: 
them. : 


+ It.is more, particularly in the Iflands 
of the AiGEAN Sea that I have directed: 
my refearches, in that multitude of groups 
of lands and rocks, {cattered without order 
in the middle. of this fea, as an: eternal 
monument.of its conqueft-over,the con- 
| tinenty Divided by the ancients into Cy- 
CLADES and SPORADES, denominations 
at: prefent forgotten, they are at this day: 
known under the general defignation of 
IsLANDS OF THE ARCHIPELAGO. Al- 
though J have not vifited them all, the 
rather long ftay which I made in fome of 
- them, the intercourfe that I-had with 
men, who inhabited them, or were per- 
fectly acquainted with them, the infor- 
mation that I acquired in the fame coun, 


tries, 
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tries, have enabled me to collect cer-' 
tain particulars refpecting each of them, 
and to fpeak of them with precifion. — 


The Iflands of the ARCHIPELAGO, moft 
of which are remarkable ‘for the fertility . 
and the beauty of their foil, celebrated in 
antiquity,and famed for having given birth 
to great men, are ftill at-this day impor- ~ 
tant points of eftablifhment, communi- 
cation, or commerce. We have a great, 
intereft' in being well acquainted with 
then; and I am of opinion, that my 
work will leave nothing to be withed for 
in that refpect. This, at leaft, is’the tafk 
which .[ have impofed ‘on myfelf, and 
which I have endeavoured to accomplifh. 

We had already fome’ general deferip: 
tions of the Iflands of the ARcHIPELAGO$ 
one of the moft extenfive is that of Dap- 
PER; it is the work of a geographer who 

. defcribes 
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defcribes what he has not;feen} and. only 
by copying) what. others, had» written be- 
fore him. . ‘FourNzErort,: that immortal 
man, full.of {cience and ‘tafte, and whom 
every traveller; who publithes ‘his ac- 
counts, | ought to take for a model, has 
dikewife, \defcribed,' but. with a different 
pencil ‘from DAPPER, ‘thefe fame Aflands 
of the ArcHIPELAGo of the Levant. 
But fince the travels of the French na- 
turalift, -aswell as, finee--the; defcrption 
of Dapper, they ‘no longer have thelame 
appearance. The change:-of mafters ;/in 
fome, the confequences'of tyranny in-all, 

_ time and other circumftances, haye imtro- 
duced differences between former accounts 
and the narrative which I now prefent, 
Befides, I fhall here repeat what I have 
already faid on the fubject of my Travels 
in Eeyer, sthat. it is impofsible. for. the 
fame man to obferve every thing; the one 
collects» what efcaped him by whom he 
| | : was 


( 
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was preceded ; ‘and, in thort, cin’ like: mane 
“ner as painters have their particular fylein 
seprefenting the: fame” fubjéct, each ob- 
ferver has alfo! ‘His manner. of 'feding “and 
defcribing what he thas feen; fo that the 
fame object may) ‘be « perceived »inder 
different ‘points of view, and the fame. 
circumftance be. differently ‘related by 
feveral“perfons, and {till be interefting. © 
10 Thée-form:of narrative, indifpenfable in 
Travels'acrofs countries little known; ‘that 
whith ‘moft ‘attaches’ the reader ‘to the 
fate of the travellers, whom the pafsion 
of difcoveries induces to run hazards and 
dangers, that which I have almott always 
employed in'my work refpecting Ecyrpr, 
will not be conftantly followed in this. 
The nature of the furface:of land and 
water over which I paffed,.inievery direce 
tion’ and at various times) affords: ‘room 
‘only: for: fhort and ‘dangerlefs excurfions, 
the 
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‘the account of which cannot excite the 
*intereft infpired” by travels of greater 
length and abounding more with diffi- 
culties. On the other hand, having fre- 
quently had océafion to return as I went, 
| and to revifit the fame countries, an un- 
interrupted relation would neceffarily lead 
to tirefome repetitions. I have therefore 
refolved to fpeak of the places as they 
occur on my rotite, and as if I had fol- 
lowed the order of their pofition on the 
chart, omitting the crofs and retrograde 
trips which I made, in faé&, for the pur- 


pole of vifiting them in fuccefsion. 


A motive, ftill more powerful, would 
have been fufficiént to determine me to 
interrupt fometimes the order of my nar- 
rative: it is that of truth. I have juft 
faid that I had not myfelf feen every 
thing; and, though the reader may rely 
on the information which I have col- 
eg C _ lected 


ae 
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lected refpecting a few iflands where f 


have not landed, the firft of all obligas 


tions, for a traveller, being fidelity and 
exactnefs in his accounts, I fhall take 


good care not, to follow the example 
of a modern writer, who has filled two 
volumes with the details of a journey which 
he had not performed, and who has not 
even omitted a crowd of minute circum- 
ftances, by which the narration affumes 
every appearance of reality. However, 
I thall give my itinerary whenever it fhall . 
afford any interefting matter. This plan, | 
which I have adopted, becaufe it has 
appeared to me the moft fuitable, will, 


‘methinks, diffufe in my work a variety 
| ‘of form and ftyle, which cannot but pre- 


vent a too uniform tint of monotony, 


and occafion it to be read with greater 


pleafure. 
It is not, however, to the Iflands of | 


the ARCHIPELAGO that my excurfions 


2 | . have. 
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have been limited and that my obferya- 
tions will be confined: the large and beau- 
tiful INand of Canpia, in which I made 
feveral journies, fome parts of TURKEY 
in Asta Minor, Maceponra, and the 
MorEA, have been the objec of my 
peregrinations, as they will be the fubject- 
oeiny ftory. Inaword, I fhall relate all 
that I have feen, all that I have learned 
refpecting thofe different. countries; and 
‘Thave, in this refpeét, followed the-advice 
of the French philofopher, whom we are 
always fond of reading again and again, © 
and quoting, becaufe, without bewilder- 
ing himfelf in abftraGtions, he leads, by 
beaten paths, and with ingenuous and ad- 
mirable fagacity, to the knowledge of the 
vices of ‘fociety, and lays open all the 
receffes of the human heart. « We want,"* 
fays MoNTAIGNE, “ topographers, who 
might give us a particular account of the 
AS places where they have been—TI would 


.c8 3 . 5 havg 
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“< have every one write what he knows, and 
“as much as he knows, not in that wa Ui 


“* only, but on all other fubjects®. i 


The chart which. is annexed to my. 
book, is one of the handfomett and moft 
complete that has been confiruéted of. that. 
extent.of fea and land, which is ufually 
diftinguithed by the name of the LE- 
vant. To my own paniionl and geo- 
graphical obfervations, I have added thofe 
of the feamen, travellers, and geogra- 
phers, the moft modern and the moft | 
‘eficemed ; and, in order to give an idea 
of the pains which I have taken to ren- 
der this chart as minute and correct as | 
pofsible, it will be fufficient for me to 
remark that I have employed, for the 
northern part of Ecypr, the particular 
chart of Lake MENZALEH, which an 


* L£fais, Book i, Chap. ui. 
: able © 
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able officer of artillery, the General of. 
Divifion ANDRE OssY, Inf{pector-General 
of the corps of artillery, has very’ re- 
cently publifhed, at the end of two ex- 
cellent memoirs, refpecting fome points of - 


Lower Ecypt*. 


Nor to this alone has the afsiftance 
which I have pecied: from General AN- 
pREossY been confined; he has been fo 
kind as to communicate to me, and to 
permit me to add to my chart the manu- 
{eript plan, which he himfelf took of 
the part of the coaft of Eeypr compre- 
hended between Damietra and Ro- 
SETTA 3 fo. that this extent of the fhores 
of the MEDITERRANEAN, hitherto thrown 


on our charts, as at random, and with 


* Mémoire fur le ine Menzaleh, d’aprés la Recon- 
noiflance faite en Vendémiaire, an 7.- Mémoire fur la 
Vallée des Lacs de Natron, et celle du Fleuve fans eau, | 
d’aprés la Reconnoiflance faite les 4, 5, 6, 7, et 8 Pluvidfe, 


an 7.—Paris, Divot ainé, an 8. Coe 
which 
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which it never was more important to 
us to be well acquainted, is that which 
is traced with the greateft exactnefs and | 
precifion; thanks to the attention of a | 
diftinguifhed foldier, who, amid the ter- 
rible agitations of war, has found means 
to fix in the camp the timid Sciences, 
{cared by the din of arms, and to join 
to the dazzling, but enfanguined laurels 
of valour, the more modeft, but fruit-- 
ful olive, with which they encircle the 
brow of thofe who welcome them, and 
whom they are fond of loading with fa- 


vours*. 


Travels in GrEEcE at firft prefent to 
the mind the idea of refearches refpect- 


ing monuments of antiquity. The rea- 


* General Andréofy has alfo juft publifhed a very. 
important work, under the title of Hisrorre pu Canan | 
pu Myr, aut CANAL DE Lancuenoc. ed vol. 8yo. 

Paris. Buiffon, Rue Hautefeuille. | 

Wee | der 
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der expects to find in them the defcrip- 
tion of thofe fplendid edifices which con- 
ftituted the glory of ancient Grexce, 
the drawing of fome tomb, of fome urn, 
of fome antique utenfil, the imprefsion 
of medals, the copy of infcriptions. Ob- | 
fervations of this nature are foreign to 
my beok ; travellers enow have . indulged 
themfelves in them with fuccefs, and I 
could have done no more than repeat 
what had been faid before me. by learned 
antiquaries, whofe knowledge, in_ that 
line, I am far from attaining. But a 
work which would furpafs all that has 
been _ publifhed on the fubject of the 
hiftory and monuments of GreEcE, is 
that of the man of learning the moft dif- 
tinguifhed, the moft verfed in Greek 
literature, the celebrated DANSsE DE VIL- 
LOIsON, if he would determine to bring © 
to light the precious materials which he : 
has collected on the Aol a work which 

would 
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would itfele ‘be a literary monument 
worthy. of the brilliant days of GREECE 

and of the reputation of the author, t és 
which, neverthelefs, i it could make no ad- 
dition. - | mt ; : 


4 


. 


My mof fanguine wiitiés will be aes 
apie if my new labours fucceed 
fn. acquiring the approbation of an en- 
lightened Publit:’ This is the object’ of | 


all my ambition; well gee and even 


completely napPY Ht be aeatiaei to 


attain it f 


Sit mea fededutinam fenecte ; c7 ye) 
Sit-modus lafo-maris, et viarutts, 


 Mihitieque, ae 
a Hor. Book a. ° 
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GREECE AND TURKEY. 
CHAPTER Tf. 


A curjory view of Egypt.—The Author, on 
his return from Upper Egypt, makes a very 
fhort Jfiay at Alexandria.—Comparijon be- 
tween Egypt and Greece, between the Copts ; 
and the Greeks. —Greek women.— Paradoxes 
of M. de Pauw.—Approaching change in 
the political fituation of the Greeks. —Dan- 


gers of revolutions. 


} 


IT HAD juft {pent two years in travelling over 
one of the mo{ft famous countries of anti- 
quity, that in which the arts have difplayed 
the greateft efforts, and ftruggled with moft — 
advantage againft time, that which they have, 
-with aftonithing profufion, covered with all 
the works calculated to produce-and maintain, » 
fertility on a foil, whofe riches are as much 
a conqueft of human adutiry, as a gift of 

VOL. ft, : B Mature.” 
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nature. Eayprt, independently of the in- 
tereft and the noble curiofity infpired by the 
ftill-impofing ruins of its ancient magnifi- 


cence, will always, in the eyes of the well- 


7] 


informed man, be a portion of the globe very 
important from the excellence of its foil, the 
falubrity of its climate, and its sah ate ee 
pofition. | 

And when our age fhall be for polteren a. 
point of antiquity, hiftory will prefent, as 


“another fubject of aftonifhment and admira- 


tion, the enterprife of a powerful and gene- 
rous people, who, under the direction of a 
great leader, a man of genius, were defirous 
that Eeyrr fhould become their new do- 
main, and their richeft and moft flourithing 
colony: a vaft and bold plan, alternately the 
objeGt of praife and blame, to which: were 
wanting, to infure its fuccefs, only circum- 


\“ftances more fortunate, and perhaps a few 


preliminary combinations, but the end of 
which was a certain and incalculable increafe 


of the trade and refources of France*, 


On my return from Upper Ecypr, I ar- 


a. 


* T have fet forth the numerous advantages, the ne- 


eeffary refult of the. peaceable poffeflion of Egypt, in my 


Travels in that country, which I publithed laft year. 


The’ 


rived, for the third time, at ALEXANDRtaA.. | 


@ 
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The extreme circumfpeétion which Europeans 
- were there forced to employ in all their pro-— 
ceedings, no longer promifed me any new. 
refearches. Accordingly I foon thought of - 
quitting an enclofure of fands and ruins, the 
barren habitation of i ignorance and barbarifm, 
which the traders of Kurope did not occupy 
without being a prey to continual-apprehen- 
fions, and expofed to frequent dangers, as 
their veffels were to fhipwreck in the only bad 
harbour that was open to them. I had ftrip- 
ped myfelf of the long and ample garments | 
in ufe in the East, and which I had worn 
-m the courfe of my travels in Ecypr, in 
order to refume the French uniform, in which 
I found myfelf at firft very uneafy. I long 
regretted a drefs,. not fo light indeed, but 
certainly more noble and more decent, and — 
at the-fame-time better calculated for pre- 
ferving health, becaufe, not compreffing any 
part of the body, it leaves full liberty to its 
movements and inflexions, as well as to the 
circulation of the blood and humours, and 
maintains the fupplenefs and ftrength of the 
: ‘mufeles and fibres. 

My journey, ftriétly fpeaking, terminated 
at ALExanpria. Having failed from France 
on the 26th of April 1777, on board the Ara- 

Bigs . LANTE 
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LANTE frigate, hich was opnienad to vifit 

all the ports of the Levant and of BarBary, 
I was to follow the fame deftination; but fub- 
fequent inftrnGtions changed this deftination, 
and occafioned me to quit the fhip at ALEx- 
ANDRIA, in. order to travel in Ecypr; fo 
that, my frefh inftructions not extending be- 
yond this journey, I might, after having 


accomplithed it, return to my country. This | 


was my firft project; but I had before. me 
celebrated countries, which the fciences ho- 


noured, which the arts embellifhed, which 
gave birth to crowds of heroes and great - 


men, and the hiftory of which furnithes the 
moft' interefting part of our ftudy, in like 
manner as their mafter-pieces are’ftill the ad- 
miration and example of thofe who have pre- 


ferved a tafte for true beauty. The fea of 


GREECE is feen to fpread its waves, whofe 
expanfion is retarded and oppofed by an im- 
menfe number of iflands, on the inclined 
fhores of E Gypr; a fpace rather fhort fepa- 
rates the two countries on which Antiquity 
prides herfelf; and, after having vifited that 
which paties for the cradle of the arts and 
feiences, and from which the Greeks de- 


rived a part of their knowledge, I refolved 


to fee alfo the country which may be called 


the © 


Laat 
\ 
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the cradle of the graces and of good tafte. 
There, a burning climate does not, as in| 
Eeyer, dry up a foil which ceafes to pro- 
duce, as foon as active induftry ceafes to cul- 
tivate it, and cover it with an abundant moif- 
ture: \» There;“werfee not thofe vaft, fandy, 
and arid plains, thofe naked and heated 
rocks, forfaken by nature, and which man 
does not traverfe without confiderable dift- 
culty and danger. That frightful nakednefs 
by which habitable Eeypr will-ever be cir- 
cumf{cribed and confined, disfigures not the 
land of Greece. ‘There, the temperature 
is mild, the mountains are covered by forefts, 
the atmofphere is cooled by rains, the vallies 
are watered by numerous ftreams, and the foil 
may be adapted to feveral kinds of culture. 

If, from the comparifon of the phyfical 
fiate of the two countries we pafs to that of 
the men who inhabit them, we fhall find no 
refemblance but in the defpotifm by which 
they were both enflaved. The Copt or the 
native of Ea@yrr, whofe: character partakes 
of the drynefs and rudenefs of the climate, is 
fhort and heavy; his head is big, but empty ; 
his face is broad and flat; his complexion 
is fallow and dark; and his countenance 
ismean. His difpofition is gloomy and me- 
B 3 “lancholy ; 
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lancholy ; his treachery is the ‘more dange: 
rous, ‘as it 1s, in a manner, more concentered ; 

having no tafte for the arts, no flight: of cu- 
riofity leads him to inftruétion; fedentes y> 


becaufe he has no vivacity in his mind, he 


feecks not to be acquainted with what fur- 
rounds him; lazy and flovenly, clownith and 
ignorant, unfeeling and fuperftitious, he has 
no longer any remembrance, nor even any 
trace remaining of the ereatnels of his an- 
ceftors. 

“What a difference atineendthis nation en- 
‘tirely degenerated, and that which {till in- 


habits. the beautiful countries of GrercE! - 


Under a pure fky, in a wholefome, temperate 


atmofphere, impregnated with the fweetett. 


emanations, on a foil which nature decks 


with flowers, and clothes with the verdure of 
an eternal fpring, or which may-be enriched — 


with crops of every fort, or with delicious 


fruits, we muft expect, among the men, to - 
meet only with amenity of manners and 


fweetnefs of difpofition. Iam fpeaking of the 
men whofe generations there fucceed each 
‘other without interruption; for the igrorant 
and untraétable ufurper may, by-his ftupid 


ferocity, pollute the moft happy climate, the 


moft fmiling country; and ages are required 
: ‘ 7 i a - - a 


od Me) ae ae 
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for their influence to temper, in'a perceptible 
~ manner, the rudenefs of his: inclinations. 
_ The man of thefe char ming parts of GREECE 
is of a handfome ftature; he carries his head | 
~high, his body ereét, or rather inclined back- 
ward than forward; he is dignified in his car- 
riage, eafy in his manners, ‘and nimble in his 
gait; his eyes are full of vivacity; his coun- 
tenance is open, and his addrefs agreeable and 
prepotleffing ; he is neat and elegant in his 
clothing ; He has a tafte for drefs, as for every 
thing that” is beautiful; active, induftrious, 
and even ‘enterprifing, he is capable of exe- 
cuting great things; he {peaks with eafe, he 
éxpreffes wished with warmth; he is ac- 
quainted with the language of the pafiions, 
-and he likewife aftonifhes by his natural elo- 
quence; he loves the arts, without daring to 
. cultivate them, under the brazen yoke which 
hangs heavy.on his neck; fkilfuland cunning 
m trade, he does not always conduct himfelf 
im it with that franknefS which conftitutes its, 
principal bafis ; and if we {till find in modery 
GREECE many of the fine qualities which do 
honour to the hiftory of ancient Greece, : it 
cannot be denied that Superftition, the child 
of Ignorance and Slavery, greatly tarnifhs - 
their luftre; and we alfo difcover in their 
wou difpofition 
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difpofition that ficklenefs, that pliability, that 
want of fincerity, in fhort, that artful turn 
of mind which borders on treachery, and 
of which the Greeks of antiquity have been 
accufed*. 

But this erp of character fain hele 
does not extend, or at leaft 1s very much 
weakened, among the women of the fame 
countries. The Greek females are, in general, 
diftinguifhed by a noble and eafy fhape, and 


a majeftic carriage. ‘Their features, traced | 


by the hand of Beauty, reflect the warm 


and profound affections of Senfibility ; the. 


ferenity of their countenance is that of dig- 
nity, without having its coldnefs or gravity; 
they are amiable without pretenfion, decent 
without fournefs, charming without affeca- 
tion. If, to fuch brilliant qualities, we add 
elevation of ideas, warmth of expreffion, 
. thofe flights of fimple and ingenuous ‘elo- 
quence which attract and fafcinate, a truly- 
devoted attachment to perfons beloved, ex- 
adinefs and fidelity in their duties, we fhall 
have fome notion of thefe priv ileged beings, 


_* Every one is acquainted with that famous line which 
paints fo well the charaéter of the Greeks: 
‘© Timeo Danaos, ac dona ferentes.”” 


with 
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with whom Nature, in her munificence, has‘ 

embellifhed the earth, and who are not rare 
in.Greece. ‘There it is that the genius of . 
the artifts of antiquity would {till have the 
choice of more than one model. Mine is in 
my heart; and if the {ketch which I trace of 
her is ftill far fhort of the original, if the fiery 
touches which are imprinted on my foul, 
feem to be extinguifhed on my picture, it is 
to regret, to affliction, to inquietude, to hope, 
to the different fenfations,which are blended 
and contending within me, that. it muft be- 
imputed, rather than to the faintnefs of my 
colouring. O thoughts alternately delightful 
and tormenting!..O recollections dear and 
painful!........: But let us drop a pen glowing 
with the moft mmpaffioned fentiments, it would, _ 
with difficulty, find favour in the eyes of 
whofoever has a foul parched up; and, un- 
fortunately, our age has afforded but too many 
proofs of fullen and cruel infenfibility. 

What I have juft faid on the fubject of the 
modern Greeks, is quite contrary to what M. 
pE Pauw has written of them in his e- 
cherches Philofophiques fur les Grecs. It would 
be extraordinary if fuch an oppofition of 
fentiment ‘fhould not be met with between 
the obferver who reports what he has: feen, 
and 
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and the man of {ciénce, uns, Bisied' in hig 


clofet, pretends to obferve better what he 


does not fee. Guided by arage, by no means ~ 


philofophical, of rejecting faéts that would be 


in contradiction with thé fyftem' which he 


has formed for himfelf, M. pz Pauw admits 


thofe only by which he can fupport it, at the “4 


fame time accompanying them with arQu-~ 


ments, fpecious indeed, but which betray the 


_ labour that they have -coft, rather than the 
art with which they have been arranged. | 


- After having fet afide every thing that is 


not favourable to his opinion, after having: 
thrown out the fevereft criticifm on eftimable 
authors, M. pr Pauw opens a free career 
to his imagination, and, by fufpicious proofs 
and bold affertions, but prefented as incon- 
teftable truths, he ftrives to deftroy all re- 


ceived opinions, and obfervations the leaft'to — 


be doubted. By his account, expreffions can- 


not be! found to defcribe the abafement into _ 


which the Greeks are fallen mm our days, and 


into which they. fell through their own fault.’ 


‘© This nation,” fays he, sf returned to child- 


s 
na 


~~ 
~ 


~ 
on 


| genitors,, whofe tombs they tread under 
oe 08 without even being acquainted with 
‘theme: ” 
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‘hood, is now no more than a vile burden } 
to the earth, the opprobrium of their pro- = 
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§¢ them.” It is impofiible to be more cruel, 
nor at the fame time more unjult. The wo- 
men too have their fhare in thefe exaggera- 
tions of ill-humour and fpirit of ‘fyftem. If 
we mutft believe the fame writer, we fhould. 
in vain look for beauty in Greece, where, 
however, according to him, it formerly thone 
but very rarely. ‘‘ At prefent,” adds. he, 
‘* we fhould find there, in general, none but 
“* women abfolutely inferior to thofe of the 
‘‘ north of Evroex, whether as to regu- 
‘* Jarity of features, or frefhnefs of com- 
plexion and elegance of form: and, in 
fome of the countries of GREECE in par- 
ticular, we fhould fee none but women 
‘* who feem to be unfavoured by nature.” 
Thefe are erroneous opinions, which it is not 
‘uncommon to meet with in the works of M. 
DE Pauw; and fuch outrages againf{t a nation 
towards. which we have contra@ed the habit 
of intereft, blafphemies of this fort againft 
beauty, are fo many fpots which would disfi- 
gure the moft philofophical inquiries. 

This amiable and interefting people of 
GREEcE are bent under the very heavy yoke 
‘of the ftern and proud Muffulman; their 
reve like that of the deicondunts of the 
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ancient Egyptians, is abfolute and of long 


ftanding. The Copts lived in the brutalized 


ftupor of a debafed condition. Never could 


they have dreamt of breaking their chains, | 


had not the French undertaken their deli- 
verance; and the Greeks, although poffefs- 
‘ing more energy and means, will never them- 
felves fhake off fetters, which, notwithftand- 
ing, are to them odious.” Should an enter- 
prifing genius, the friend of glory and of his 


country, rife up in the midft of them, and offer 


to lead them to the conqueft of liberty, 
he would find it difficult to draw round him 
numerous partifans. Reduced to the fimple 
character of leader of a few infurgents, he 
would have to fight his own countrymen, 


and he would end by falling a. viéim to 


the treachery of fome of them; fo much 
does long flavery blunt energy, corrupt the 
qualities of the foul, and leave to the vices 
of weaknefs and abafement alone freedom of 
action ! | 


But fhould foreign forces, fufficiently im- — 


pofing to banith fears, which, in weak minds, 
are infeparable from the uncertainty of fuccefs, 


make their appearance, not with projects of 


invafion, but as deliverers of Greece, infur- 


rection | 
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rection acaintt tyranny would become general; 
national activity would difplay all its refources ; 
cohorts of courageous combatants would be 
formed on all fides; intelligent and aétive 
mariners would cover the fea with faft-failing 
vetiels, which would rapidly carry aes 
and troops to all the points of the iflands 
and coafits that would become thofe of the 
whole nation; all would fecond and blefs their 
deliverers. The period when one of the fineft 
countries of the globe, that which is the 


richeft in ‘precious recollections, fhall be > 


fnatched from Ottoman defpotifm, is not 
perhaps far diftant. The exiftence of that vaft 


and monfttous empire of the Turks cannot be 


of long duration; its incoherent parts fhake, 
and are on the point of falling to pieces; on 
every fide Rebellion waves her ftandards; the 


authority of the chief of the empire, difowned — 


and infulted without, fcarcely extends beyond 
the walls of ConsTaNTINOPLE; a domina- 
! tion, eftablifhed on ignorance, cannot refift 
the contact of knowledge; it will be annihi- 
‘lated with the fuperftitious barbarifm to which 
it owes its origin; and the moft cruel‘ and 


moft improvident tyranny will no longer leave, 


any other traces than that by which the life 
sgh A108 
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of all tyrants is followed, the execration of 
pofterity *. 

T have jut fpoken of revolution, sid tt de 
not without trembling that my pen has traced 
this terrible word. Indeed, there is nothing 
but the excefs of flavery by which a people 
are oppreffed, that can, in future, juftify the 
idea of overthrowing their government. Who 
would dare, in fait to advife again thofe 
political convulfions, a thoufand times more 
frightful and more difaftrous than tae with 
which Nature fometimes terrifies’ mankind? 
Who, without the moft powe erful motives, 
_ would dare to expofe a nation, tie reft- 


* Here too M. de Pauw and'I are in manifeft con- 


, tradition. He blames the elegant author of the Voyage 


Pittore/que de la Gréce, for having urged other nations to 
the emancipation of the Greeks, for having engraved; 
on the frontifpiece of his book, that fion 1 of vengeance 
againit tyrants, exoriare aliguis. He imputes'to M. de 
Choifzul-Gouffier the .greateft paradoxes; and, fupporting 


 himfelf by the teftimony of fome Gre¢k monks, who, - 


dreaming only of theology, have aflured him that if 
their countrymen returned to liberty, the firft ufe that 


they would make of it would. confift in undettaking 4 
war of religion, he affirms that the idea of déliverance, : 
impolitical i in his eyes, can enter into the heads of none 


but thofe who are unacquainted with the denfity of the 
darknefs in which the mind of the modern Greeks is 
enveloped. —See the Recherches ee ap ie Jur les Grecs. 


i lefs 


+ 


» aed 


an li 


Ss ee a 


+ 
ee 


; GREECE AND TURKEY. 15 
 filefs and turbulent, to the fhocks, to the 
ravages, to the ills infeparable from thofe 
.great innovations in the body focial? In that 
country, at leaft, we fhould have nothing 
to regret, not even the appearance of repofe 
which there reigns, and which, in truth, is 
only the abjection of misfortune and the 
fleep of bondage. ‘There, no violation of 
public faith, no infra€tion of the moft facred 
engagements, would plunge into mifery and 
defpair a crowd of unfortunate beings, whofe 
complaints‘and cries have ferved elfewhere 
only to embolden impudent plunderers» There, 


where property is often a claim to exactions, 


where commerce, agriculture, and induftry, 
are no more than titles which expofe to ex- 
ceffes and perfecutions, property and the arts" 
cannot hut: be ftrengthened and extended by 
expelling the barbarians who aré their {courge; | » 
while in the moft civilized countries of Eu- 


ROPE, become the prey of a horde of am- © 


bitious triflers, every thing has been over-. 
thrown, confounded, and fwallowed up. 


— 
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CHAPTER II. : 


Flourifhing Jtate of the French trade im: the 
Levant, during the war of 1778.—Its totad 
ruin, which has incolcved that of Marfeilles. 

—Caufes of thefe misfortunes. —Reflections 
on this fuljec.—Order of the King and 

. Firman of the Grand Signior tranf{mitted to 
the Author.—The authority of the Porte 
null in Egypt.—iVriting of the Turks; of- 
ces of their minifiers; manner in which bu- 

Jfine/s is conducted there ; their writers ; thew 
paper.—Tranflation of the Firman. —De- 
parture from Alexandria.—Quails.—Birds. 


W AR, the minifter of death and defolation, 
had been kindled in Europe during my tra- 
-velsinArrica. Rivalgovernmentshad armed 
the one again{ft the other two nations calcu- 
Jated for mutual efteem. The rupture be- 
tween France and Encranp had, by fome 
‘months, preceded my return to ALEXAN- 
pRriA; but no hoftility was exercifed in the 
feas of the Levant; the French there con- 
tinued their trade as in the midft of peace. 
A fingle frigate from Touton was fufficient, 
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For efcorting thither in fifety a convoy of 
_iixty or eighty fail, and for protecting them 
againft the attacks of any of the enémy’s pri- 
‘vateers, which {carcely ventured to cruife near 
the coaft of Iraxy, in the feas of Corsica 
and SarpbriNia, of in the canal 6f Marra, 
but feldom ever durft enter the fea that 
wathes the ceafts and iflands of Turkey. 
A number of veffels, which had failed from 
the ports of Provencr, dnd wete intended 
to be fupported for thrée years at the expenfe 
of the Turks, whofe merchandife they fhipped, 
and whofe money they brought back, at the 
fame time that they formed a multitude of 
failors, had not rélaxed their aétive and ufe- - 
ful carrying-trade. In fhort, if the rage for 
mutual deftruétion was {pread on fome points 
of the ocean, the blood of men ftained not 
the waters of the moft éaftern part of the. 
MEDITERRANEAN; and the French flag was 
flying there as in its own domain. 

What unfortunate changes have happened 
_to interrupt the courfe of fo profperous a 
commerce ? What fatal influence has con- 
yerted a fituation fo flourifhine, and which . 
its duration feemed to render unchangeable, 
into a feries of humiliations, into the total 
ruin of the trade of the Levant! By what 

VoL. fe c | fatality 
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fatality his a “nation, the at and faithful 
friend of Fray NcE, which ceafed not. to fur- 
round her with confidence, with privileges, 
with prerogatives, appeared fuddenly in. the 
ranks .of her enemies? Its ports, where the 
French poffeffed a preponderance almoft ex- 
clufive, are fhut againft them; the caracane* 
16 annihilated, and. the ‘national flag’ is no. 
longer acknowledged in. the: ‘feas of which it 
enjoyed the empire. | 

And thou, whole origin goes back to the 
_ brilliant ages of | GREECE, brilliant colony | 
of. the Phoceans, to whom the Gauls were 
indebted for a knowledge of the fine arts; 
thou, who, . by thy {chools and the urbanity 
of thy | inhabitants, waft for a long time the 
rival of ATHENS; thou, who gayeft birth to. 
the moft ancient of known travellers, to Py: 
THEAS, a inan of letters and. a celebrated 4 
aftronomer, who carried towards the North 
his tafte for obfervation, before the age of | 
ALEXANDER; thou, whom great men and 

* Thus ‘was called the carrying- -trade which the Fréuch 
veffels exercifed in the feas of the Levant, ‘at the expenfe. 
of the Turks, and which was a fource of riches for com-_ 
merce, and of profperity for the marine. Thefe veffels 
were named navires-caravaneurs, 5 


et That 3 is to ig before the year 327. 
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sreat exploits rendered illuftrious;. thou, in 
ihort, whom the -moft flourifhing trade. ren- 
‘dered, not long fince, queen of the Mxnpi- 
PERRANEAN, Marseriizs! what is become 
of thy lufire? Thy riches, thy induftrious 
activity, thy fplendour, all has difappeared: 
to peaceful commercial fpeculations, to ufe- 
‘ful tranfactions of barter have fucceeded the 

noify fhock of the paffions, the fury of dif. — 
cord, the firebrands of civil war; thy eftab- 
lithments, thy work-fhops, are forfaken or 
annihilated, and their ruin has involved that 


‘of the manutactories of Lanauepoc, which 


furnifhed woollen cloths for the-confumption 
of the Orientals; thy numberlefs fhips, with 
which the MepireRRANEAN was covered, 
unmafied and unrigged, and crowded into 
a port half choked up, are decaying in inac+— 
tion; thy quays, formerly fo full of buftle, 
fo tumultuous from the continual convey- 
ance of the riches of the two Worlds, are 
deferted; grafs clothes the pavement of thy 
fireets, in which was feen a crowd of bufy -— 


- and laborious men; defolation reigns within 


thy walls, ftill tinged with the blood of fe+ 
veral of thy inhabitants; and widows in tears, 
children ia defpair, recall im vain, by their 
See and their fobs, hufbands and. parents 

ce 3 a illen 
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fallen under the axe of the executioner, or 
. the poniard of the affafin. 

The fource of fo many loffes and calami- 
ties proceeds from general diforganization, 
which, in a very fhort fpace of time, effected 
in France the diffolution of the body fo- 
cial, and converted the fineft empire of the 
univerfe into an enfanguined theatre of dif- 
orders, mifery, and confufion. Since men 
‘have been found wicked enough, audacious 
enough, .to accumulate ruins on a foil where 
every thing announced profperity, order, and 
filet ui | and to replace fcenes the moft 
magnificent and the moft agreeable by ima- 
ges the moft terrible and moft afflicting, why 
fhould we not have the courage to reproach 
them with their crimes? Men for ever de- 
teitable, who had only the rage and the 
tranfports of ambition without having its 
genius; who have-not bluthed to-affume a 
power, J will not fay too much above your 


capacity, you had none but that of impu-- 


dence, yet which, you well knew, was to 
be in your hands only the power of doing 


mifchief, what account will you give of the | 


flourifhing {tate in which you found Francg, 
and of the fituation, truly deplorable, in 

which you have left her? What have you 
privately 


|e oe ee ne ae a Se a a Sa Sat ‘ oe 
i a i OE aa RY Skt Se ce a Ra la ae eS ae 


f 
rk 
y. 
~\ 4 D 


a Pe 
i = ee 


or \ | : 
GREECE AND TURKEY. 20 


privately done with thofe riches, with thofe 
numerous advantages which we derived from 
our Levant trade? Under your frightful 
domination calamities alone have profpered ; 
every thing that was good, refpectable, or 
ufeful, has been fwallowed up. The policy 
of -governments may change, and indeed 
changes but too frequently ;° but moral ideas 
are immutable and eternal; it 1s the forget- 
fulnefs of them, or rather their abfence from 
your heart that has caufed you to plunge 
fo rapidly into an abyfs of-crimes, and er- 
rors, whence, by a moft impetuous and im 
pure overflow, you inundated France and 
the neighbouring countries, with violations - 
of principles and rights the moft facred, with 
exceffes againft humanity, with falfe com 
_binations, with inconfiderate enterprifes, with 
rapine, outrages, and diforders. Your ty- 
ranny, the moft heavy that ever oppreffed 
mankind, and at the fame time the moft 
infulting, becaufe you had °eftablithed it on 
a derifive appearance of liberty, had en- 
chained the moft generous flights; and ‘uwni- 
verfal torpor had deprived genius of all fpring, 
and virtue, of all energy. What time will 
it not require to repair your crimes? And 

c3 , owe 
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we dhall. mot, even be revenged by remorfe; 
of: that you are not fufceptible. | 

' A fituation fo-deplorable would be hopelefs 
in every other country except Trance; but, 
to the piéture of ‘her. misfortunes, which we 
muft ftrive to: forget, let’ us fubftitute the 
confoling defcription. of her refources: they 
are immente $ «ahd they will full ‘increafe 
under: the ‘thade -of the fruétifying olive of 
peace. ‘O Peace] may thy facred name be 
found. in every ‘mouth as’ in ‘every: heart! 
Daughter. of: Heaven! » Profperity, virtue, 
pure joy, induftrious ‘activity; every bleffing 
accompanies ‘thee;’.mayft: thou, refplendent 
with this train of felicity, diffufe thy favours 
atid.bounties over the defolated land, which 
has. been’: but! iitoo..long mioiftened by. the 
blood of meni!) Then, let us not doubt. it, 
under. a -wife sand enlightened: government, 
ftrong,, but juft, our country emerging from 
her. long’ abjeétion;: fhall Pctee her. 
brilliant and ancient advantages; we fhall. 
fee» every part of public economy: amelio- 
rated, and ‘the trade of the; Lev amr, more 
flourifhinig : than ever, will) again, pour ‘its 
treafures into ‘our beautiful. al eee | 
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The advantages which Thad. enjoyed in 
my jotirney in Eeyrr, were almoft the fame 
with refpeGt to the new travels that I was 
going to undertake. In fact, although the 
{pecial niffion, with *which I had been 
charged, was, as°l have faid in the pre- 
cedine' sabiatlter: ‘nearly. accompli(hed on my 
leaving’ Lever, I was ftill the- bearer of, an 
otder from the king which authorized’ me: to’ 
prolong’ my travels, and extend my refearches' 
and obfervations into all the'countries which 
I thould'think likely to infpire any intereft;) 
and it was enjoined! ‘to’ ‘all the: governors,’ 
_intendants, and other agents of government 
‘in' foreign parts, to pr oteétand aftit me with 
their means and credit; fo that D  ceafed 
not to be confidered as'an envoy of the French 
government, travelling by order of the king, 

On the other hand, the French ambaffador 
at ConstaNTINOPLE had been charged by 
our miniftry'to procure me an order from 
the Grand Signior, which fhould authorize 
mé to vifit his vaft domains. This firman,. 
thus-are called the ordinances of the Porre, 
had reached me at Carro; and, indeed, it 
would there have been a very bad recommen- 
dation. The beys had rendered. themfelves 
independent, or nearly fo, of the Turkith 

, oh Gate pe Emperor. 
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Emperor. The pacha, whom he maintained 
there, was no more than a phantom of au- 
thority that the chiefs of the Mamaltiks , 
caufed to difappear or be changed at their. 
pleafure... The brave and audacious Murap 
already reigned in Carro as abfolute mafter; + 
the will of that {tern tyrant was there the fole. 
law, and the offiger that the Sultan fent  thi-' 
ther, under the derifive title of governor, : 
liyed there without power as without influ- 
ence, and had no other refource for main-— 
taining himfelf in fo precarious a fituation, & 
than thofe of narrow and low minds, of fo- — 
menting diffenfions between the beys, and of 
charging Difeord with a tafk which he would 
not have dared to undertake himfelf; that. 


“is, of ftopping the career of a violent and — 


ufurping ambition. 

The Turks were defpifed at. the court of 
thefe foreigners, who, from the condition of 
flaves, paffed to the abfolute government of 
Eayrr; lefs brifk in their movements, more 
graye in their gait, lefs fkilful in managing a 
horfe; they were an object of pleafantry and 
derifion in the eyes of the young and {pruce 
~ Mamaltiks, of which the families of the 
princes, not long ago their equals, and fince ” 
their mafters, were compofed, Accordingly » 
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thefe fame defpots had no confideration for 


the emperor of TurKny, whom they regarded 
rather as an enemy importunate through a 
remnant of pretenfions, than as their fove- 
reion, To avail myfelf with Murap. Bey of . 
any. documents emanated from the govern- — 
ment of ConSTANTINOPLE, would have been 
to call in» queftion his power, kindle his 
indignation and his anger, and expofe mytelf 
to the fudden effects of his pattion *. : 
It was therefore; on my part, a neceffary } 
act of prudence to keep fecret the document | 
which infured me the protection of the Grand 
Signior; it would not have failed to involve 
me in. fome difficulty, and to coft me fome 
exaction. I abtained from Murap Bey him- 
felf recommendations more fafe and more 
proper. - 7 
But,. if this firman had been ufelets to me 


in Ecypr, it became of great fervice to me 


*In my work refpecting Egypt, 1 have drawn the por- 
trait of Murad, the only bey who found’ means to pre- 
ferve his authority fo long; a tyrant uneducated and de- 
fpotic, but become celebrated by the honour which he 
has had of fighting the French, and to whom we cannot 
deny much bravery, fome military talents, and a few, 
qualities of mind, which evince its elevation, fuch as 
great liberality, with which he has contrived to attach to 
himfelf, and preferve a number of partifans. 
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m ‘the new tr avels that I pitpofed té-wnder.’ 
take. Although the lands and feas' of Eg yp 
‘only were mentioned in it, this fign‘of! pro*’ 

teétion was not, on that account, vO lefs'ad- | 
vantage to mein T URKEY; “it procured! me 

eatrd and attention onthe part of the go- 
vernors and private commandants.’ “I hever 
unrolled it in vain: at the fieht of it, ‘the’ 


haughty pacha, the'ftern aga, and all thofe 
fubaltern tyrants who rend, rather thaw eo- 


“vern, the Ottoman empire, became traétable 


and obliging; they lifted it to their forehead 
in token of refpeét, and I feldom failed to 


obtain from them what I withed. In’ the: 
eyes of the multitude, I appeared an impor- _ 


tant perfonage ; fince their fovereign conde- 
fcended: to concern himfelf about me; and 
by faving me from fome unpleafant incidents 
and embarrafiments; which I fhould not have 
avoided without this fort of talifman of def- 
potifm, they confidered me. as. entitled to 


their. refpect and confideration. | . Be ae 


Though the oriental languages are begin- 
ping to make fome progrefs among us, and 


Mota many perfons are acquainted with. 
Turkiuh writing, I have thought that people, 


in general, would not be difpleafed to fee 


here the form of the ordinances iffued: by 
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the Oseortad: Bover nmient, ‘and Ehavé caufed © 
my firman to be engraved.’ CSee! Plate ITY 
The Turks, as is yell: known, like the Arabs, ' 
write from right! to lefts they: difteuith ten 
forts of chard@ers in'their writing 3" and they” 
call divouant thofe which ate aoa ine “oa 
official’ papers’ Of) thé’ divany ISD 
The Turks ‘write but little. The offices ue 
their minifters‘aré not filled with a crowd! of 
clerks, mutually’ eaufing ach ‘other reftraint 
and diftraétion, ‘nor encumbered &by-heaps of 
papers, which ‘noone’ ‘reads! > Burfitiels’ is 
there tranfacted with the greateft implicity ; 
cortefpondéiice | with: men in ‘office Ws very 
yare, and,’ with the exception of the empha+ 
tical amplifications of oriental etiquette, it is 
freed from ufelefs and dull prolixity. When 
a perfon has any thing to afk of the great, 
he prefers: fpeaking: to writing pebeart they 
liften and anfwer other sien chia by infig- 
nificant and common phrates, which, —be- 
ing addreffed to every body, fuit no one, 
and evince as much’ the fatigue and fome- 
times the indifference of him who ee 
them, as the folly of him who gives’ credit 
to them; becaufe, in fhort, thefe fame men. 
in’ power, being fecure from importunities 
'. and folicitations, are of eafy accel’. 
I in } On 
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On the other hand, where the, generality. 


of the inhabitants feareely - either trouble 


themfelves, or care to trouble themfelves,” 
about public affairs, , ambition is confined: 
within, avery narrow circle, and-concentred. 


among ‘very few perfons. Accordingly. the 
demands for employments are extremely rare; 
_and, with the exception of fome petitions 


prefented in the view of obtaining reparation 


for exactions or acts of injuftice too common 
in the delegates of the Porvre,. there are 
not. ddlvered into its offices that prodigious 


quantity of memorials, | petitions, and. re- 
monftrances, which ambitious and buttling, 
intrigue multiplies on fuch flight grounds. 


and to fo little purpofeamong us, and which, 
commonly, are calculated only to occafion 


a lofs: of time to thofe who draw them up,. 


-as well as to thofe who anfwer them. 


_. The oriental, writers. do not place them- 
felves near a table. They are feated on a 
cufhion, with their legs croffed and turned 


in-under their garments. They write on 
their knees, and they almoft always have 
the long pipe in their mouth. The. paper 


which they employ comes from Evropr; | 


but it 1s fmoothed and elazed in TURKEY,. 
in order that the reed pen, of which they 
make 


/ 
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make ufe, may glide with greater facility. 
My firman is written on a large fheet of this 
elazed paper; it’ 1s twenty-nine inches in 
depth, by twenty in width*. At the top is 
the cypher of the Sultan Appout AcuMET; 
at the bottom, the fignature of the reis effendi, 
or minifter for foreign affairs; and on the 
folds, different marks neceffary to authenti- 
cate papers of this kind. I give, as a note, 
the tranflation of it; for this I am indebted 
to JAuBERT, a young and learned profeffor 
of oriental languages in Paris. It. mutt be 
obferved that, for fear of giving umbrage to 
the Turks, always uneafy refpeéting the in- 
tentions of travellers who vifit their coun- 


try, I was prefented to the divan as a trader. — 


Thus it was that in Heyrr the protection of : 
the beys of Carro and of the Arabic princes. 


‘was granted to me as to a phyfician; and 
this imaginary egis, founded on the vulgar 
credulity of barkatete men, as much as on 
their with to prolong their own exiftence, 
was of no finall fervice to me, and preferved 
me from-a multitude of embarraflments and 


* The Paris foot is equal to 12. 789 Englifh inches. 


dangers t. 


39° yy TRAVELS EM 


dangers |... The fea,ofithe Levant being, 
‘as 1 Rime faid,. abfolutely, free,, notwithftand- 


me hi RY ee u foie 


ks Thanszation OF THE Framane 
(Here is the Sultans cypher.) 


Mok juft, moft noble, moft great, moft- glorious; moft 
_ refpeable povernats who knows how to manage the moft 


important affairs of this world, with intelligence and dif: 


cernment, and whofe fuperior : folicitude extends with wif- 


dom and benignity over the poor of the ftate; pillar of 
the ploxidus empire, illuftrious governor’ of Egypt, our 
fortunate vizir Mohammed baat may God increafe his 
glory! , i 


Moft juft of the cadis of Ifnaelifm, treafure of virtues | 


and truths, deeply read in the laws and in religion, » heir 
of the fcience of the prophets and apoftles, {pecially 
loaded with the favours of the’moft high, learned cadi of 
Caire in Egypt, nay God increafe his virtues ! ; 
Happy fucceffors of the cadis and princes, abundant 
mines of noblenefs and virtues, who, in our fortunate 
name, govern the empire of ‘the lands and is of Eg ypts 
may God increafe their merits! ye 
Lieutenants, ‘leaders’ of troops, janizaries, ait okie 


. €ommandants, may God increafe their power, and raife 


them 1 in. dignity! >. 5 


8 ~ When this noble firman thal have e reached you, know 
t at: Y 


. The ssobellbiten and the soufals es the King of France; 


fe powerful friend, the fupport of the great of this world; 


the model of chriflian princes (may his end be happy!) 


' having caufed tobe reprefented to us that it would be expe- 


dient to grant to the merchants who with to travel in the 
flates (well-guarded) of our ploripys empire, fupreme 


orders 
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ing the war. between the principal. maritime H 
powers of Eurorg, IT had no. precaution to 


*y N 


orders for them to be therein treated with fafety and pro- 
edtion, conformably to the treaties: | 

_ And a Frenchman, named Sonuini,. who has oy inten- 
tion of repairing to Cairo in Egypt, having made known 
- tous that he begs us to caufe to be délivered an’ order 
| iffued by our fublime Porte to all thofe who exercife our 
authority over the lands or over the feas of Ecypi, to the 
_endthat he may-refide there,: or,travel there freely, with- 

out fear or hindrance whatever ; 

And being - defirous that, agreeably. to our intentions 
and our exprefs commendations, he fhould be protected 
by our fovercign orders, fiamped with our noble feal, 

We direét that: 

When this order, iffued by our fublime Porze, fhall have 
reached-you, the aforefaid Frenchman may freely travel 
over ‘the lands and feas above-mentioned, dependent on 

our glorious empire; that he may at pleafure enter them, 
leave them, or refide in them, conforming himfelf in 
all things to our fovereign orders, and that ‘there fhall be | 
every where granted to him aid, fuccour, and protection. 

And to the end that the contents of thefe orders may 
leave you no doubt, we have graced them with our no- 

: ble and eminent fignature, to which you will give credit; 
we recommend it to you. Underftand it thus. ) 

Given in the beginning of Sefier, in the year of the he- 
gira 1192 (February 1778,-O. S.) 

___ At ConsranTinop.e the well-guarded. 

_ (Lranflated by Citizen JauBert, Lurkifh profeffar in the 
Special febool of Oriental languages, near the national library, 
Lift Haber Pree to the government.) 
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take ‘in the fhort voyage which I had to 
perform; and as I had, befides, no othet 
object, but that of vifiting fome. of the 
countries of Grercer and of TurxKey, it was 
of little confequence to me, whether I began 
my excurfions by one place or by another. 


I therefore availed myfelf of the firft veffel — 


that was to fail from the harbour of ALEx- 
ANDRIA; and, after haying taken leave of 
my fellow-travellers in Eayrt, I embarked 
on board a Provencal polacre*,. a caravaneur, 
laden with productions of Eeyrpr and ARra- 


- 


\ ° ) ? 
BIA, on account of fome Turkith merchants 


of the Ifland of Canpta. 


* A polacre is a {mall veffel with three mafts, which 
are pole-mafts, that is, confifting of a fingle ftick, with- 
Out tops or crofs-trees, fo that the top-gallant-fails and 
topfails lower on the lower yard: which, in French, is 
called amener en paquet (lowering all together). This 


mode of rigging is advantageous, infomuch as, in cafe of 


_ being caught in a fquall, the fails can be lowered all at 
once; but, indeed, it fuits none but veflels of no great 
burden, for the mafts of a large fhip cannot be made of 


- fufficient firength if they were formed only of a fingle | 


w ftick. Polacres are very much in ufe 1 in the navigation 
of the Mediterranean Sea, where faft- failing veffels of a 
{mall draught of water are more neceflary than elfewhere, 
and where they have frequently to experience fhorts but 


fudden and heavy fquiallse. : ' 
; We 
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We fet fail on the 17th of Oétober, .1778,. 
at feven o’clock in the morning,, with.a plea- 
fant breeze at eaft; it foon carried) us out. of 
ficht of the hillocks, and of the famous pillar, 
which ferve as land-marks on making ALEX: 
ANDREA. : 

‘The war caufed fo little baca Gabiihe mn thefe 
hak. that the polacre, on board of which I 
was, carried no artillery; and, with the ex- 
ception of my arms,, there was. not a. fingle 
piece on board. 

In the fimall quantity of provifions which 
I had: fhipped, the moft abundant fort. con- 
fifted of quails, taken alive in the. environs 
of Arexanprra. The extraordinary, num- 
ber of thefe. birds. which arrive in autumn 
on the coaft of Ecypr, renders them, at that 
period, one of the moft common . difhes. 
When, in our, fields, we have feen quails with 
hort wings and, tail, a round body, little 
calculated for cleaving the air, when we have | 
feen'them, I fay, rife heavily, and with diffi- 
| culty take a low flight of fhort duration, we 
are furprifed to meet with them again on 
fhores fo diftant, fubjeét, like other. birds of 
paflage, to regular migrations; weaker than 

thofe, quails alfo venture to‘make long jour- 
fies: with an unfteady flight, they {kim the 

VOL. I. D furface 
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furface of the waters, avail themfelves of 
every point of repofe afforded them by a fea 
interfected by feattered lands, and ploughed 
by numbers of ‘veffels, and in this manner 
reach, from ifland to ifland and from veffel 
to veffel, the fhore of Ecypr. But the flocks 
of thefe fecble and innocent travellers are far 
‘from arriving entire; an impetuous wind 


plunges them into the ‘waves; the fhelter’ 
and reft which they feek with eagernefs on 


the iflands and on board fhips, to them be: 
come occafions of deftru@tion. Man ‘is every 
where to devour them; and when, after fo 
many dangers and fatigues, they alight on a 
land on which they arrive from fuch a dif- 
tance to feek a mild temperature that our 
climates deny them, when at length folding 
their wings, which they would no longer 
have ftreugth to extend for fome time, they 
are preparing to fpread themfelves over fertile 
plains, and there enjoy, till the exifuing {pring, 
the warmth of the atmofphere and abundance 
‘of food, unfeeling and cruel man again makes 
his appearance, and, taking advantage of 
their ftate of debility, which prevents them 
‘from running and flying, envelops them: eh 
‘nets and thuts them up without pity in cages, 
| in order ‘that they may be afterwards aid. 
shut ai . .'doned 


f 
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doned to his voracity.. Thefe cages, made in 
Ecyrt,’ are of wicker; the top is of canvafs, 
in order that the quails may not fplit their 
head by raifing themfelves vertically and with 
vivacity: a barbarous precaution, when we are 
waiting till it is convenient to put to death 
with our own hands innocent animals. 

Other birds had freely taken up their quar- 
ters on our floating habitation, and animated 
its dry and infipid monotony. Some {parrows 
picked up on the deck the finall fragments of 
our meals; while the frifky wagtail*, of a 
familiarity more amiable, becaufe it befpoke 
nothing impudent, by a continuance of {kips 
and {hort and guick flights, rid us of a part 
of the infects by which we were incommoded. 
It feemed that thefe little winged navigators 
would have wifhed to feek with us a more 
grateful foil, plains more agreeable than the 
melancholy and arid environs of ALEXAN- 
pRiA, and that they would have manifefted 
their gratitude for the undifturbed hofpitality 
which they enjoyed among us. 


™~ 


* Lavanditre. Burron, Hift. Nat. des Oif. et planche 
enluminée, No, 642. Motacilla alba Linn. ——Ang. White 
wagtail. 
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—Butethe very day after our departure, the 
etna having fifted to the welt, and. threaten-| 
ine a {torm, the fort of open aviary which we; 
had feen formed, difappeared. » Our feathered: 
cuclts, dowl »t Leis, forefecing a violent agita-) 
tion in the atmofphere, took leave’ of us, and, 
favoured by the wind, . they. ‘direéted their 
flight towards the coaft.of Sy Rrra, or the Ifle 
df Crprus2)we were, vine fad at novgreag 
diftance ‘from that ifland, the moft SHER 
one of the fineft 1 in a Mebiub RRANE AMoin 
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CHAPTER III. 


Pojition of the Iftand of Cyprus. —Its names. — 
Henné.—Ruins of the Ifland of Cyprus.— 
Its mines. — Gold. — Copper. — Vitriol. — 
Tron.— Cryfial.—Precious fiones,—Jajper. 

+. Afeftos. — Tale. — Plafter. — Ochre. — 

— Marine falt.—Agriculture.—Olive-trees.— 
Mulberry-trees. —Carob-trees. —Cotton.— 
Sugar-cane. — Coffee-tree. —Gardens.—Va- 
rious [pecies of corn. —Grafshoppers. —Mad- 
der. —Coloquintida. — Ladanum. — Soda. — 

_Woo0d.—VV ool. —Wine.—Turkey leather.— 
Cotton.—Manufaures.—Import-trade. 


PLacep’ in the vaft gulf which terminates 
the Mepirerranean to the eaft, the Ifland 
of Cyprus feems intended to fecure the com- 
mand of that fea*. Towards the north, and 
| at 

wes neceflary to.recall to.mind here what I have an- 
nounced in my Introduétion. During travels, which con- 
fitted only of a feries of excurfions on lines of no great 


vise and crofling each other inceflantly, it would be to 
. D3 | peoole 
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at no confiderable diftance, are the winding 
coafts of Caramanta, formerly Criicia; 
thofe of Ecyrr, more remote, face it to the 
fouth, and the fhores of Syr1a, on which the 
MEDITERRANEAN ftops, lies not far from it 
to the weft}; the ancients even thought that 
it had made a part of that country, and that 
one of thofe violent commotions of the globe, 
which we find at very diftant periods in the 
hiftory of ages, had thence detached it, as 
_Srcixy from Iraty, and feveral other iflands 
from different parts of the continent. 

“No place in the world has, perhaps, receiv ed 
more names than this ifland. Priny gives an 
enumeration of them, and: he does not quote 
themall{. They have exercifed, with more 
or lefs fuccefs, the fluctuating art of etymo- | 
logifts. It is not, for example, a very happy 
conjecture to have afcribed the derivation of 


expofe myfelf to tirefome repetitions to adhere {crupuloufly 

to the itinerary ; I therefore defcribe objects as they prefent 

themfelves, and in the order which they occupy on the 

Chart, for the purpofe of diffufing greater perfpicuity in 

the narration, and of not compelling the reader to tread 
back his fteps repeatedly, as I frequently did myfelf. 


+ The IMand of Cyprus’ is fituated in latitude a8 sci 
and longitude 33° ealt from the meridian of Greenwich. 


{ Hift. Nat. lib. v. cap. 31. 
the 
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the name of Cerrastis or Crrasti1a, Horn 
Tfland, to the ifland having been formerly 
inhabited by horned men, who have never 
exifted any where; while it was more natural 
to imagine that this denomination arofe from 
the multitude of narrow capes or points by 
which its coafts are’ furrounded, and which 
bear fome refemblance to long horns projeét- 
ing into the fea. 

‘The ancient Greeks were more generally 
acquainted with the Ifland of Cyprus by the 
name of Kupros; and that of Kupris, which 
they gave to Venus, indicated that the wor- 
fhip of that goddefs had come to them from 
this place. Etymologifis are not agreed as to 
the origin of this word Kupros. Some affirm 
that it is the name of a hero; but this hero 
is unknown in the annals of antiquity. Some 
are of opinion that the abundance and the 
beauty of the copper which this land contains 
in its bofom, has occafioned to be given to it 
the mame of a metal, which, being found 
formerly in metallic mafies, and lefs difficult 
to melt than iron, was employed, long before, 
for fabricating weapons and implements of 
agriculture*. Others, in fhort, difcover the 


* Hiftoire Naturelle’ des Minéraux, par Burron, article 
cuivre. Vel, it. page 224. Sonniwni’s edition, 


Dd 4 origin 
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origin of Kupros in the name of a fhrub, 
eclebrated by the ancients, much in ufe ftill 
among the modern Orientals, and in which. 
the Mar of Cyprus carried on a confider- 
able traffic. 

This tall fhrub, which the Hebrews called 
kopher, and the Greeks kupros, is the henné, — 
or hanna of the Arabs, and the kanna of the 
Turks*. It embellifhes and perfumes with 
its bloffoms the gardens of the Ifland of Cy- 
prus, like thofe of Lower Ecypr. _ Its 
flowers, whofe tender and delicate fhades have- 
fo much ‘analogy to the foft and animated 
tints of beauty, form, as heretofore, its moft 
ufual and moft efteemed bouquet. The women. 
fill delight to adorn themfeives with it, and 
place it in their bofomt; the powder of its 
dJeaves, dried, alfo ferves them to dye with a 
durable bright orange colour all their nails, 
as well ‘as the palm of their hands and the 
 fole of their feet? This is a general cuftom in 


* Lawyfonia inermis, foliis fubfeffilibus ovatis, utringue acutis. 
Linn. Syft. Nat. octrandr. monogyn. I have given, inthe 
gteateft detail, the hiftory, defcription, and figure of this 
charming fhrub, in my Travels in Upper and Lower Egypt, 
vol. 1. page 292, and following. 


$+ Solomon's Sone, chap.i. ¥. 13 and 14. . 
: TURKEY; 
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TurRKeY, and in feveral other countries of 
the East; it originates, according to every 
appearance,’ from. the aftringent quality of the 
henné, calculated for checking on thofe parts 
of the body the perfpiration more copious, and 
at the fame time more inconvenient and more 
_ difagreeable than elfewhere, in thefe hot cli- 
mates. It is not eafy to account in like man- 
ner for the practice of alfo colouring the nails, 
on which a folid coat, of a reddith dye, does 
not replace with advantage tle pale rofe co- 
lour that is natural to them. It is, perhaps, 
to make the extremity of the fingers match 
with the under part of the hands and feet, 
which a bright and deep tint would throw out 
in too abrupt a manner, did not fome fur- 
rounding parts foften the tone by partaking 
of it; unlefs we prefer faying that the women 
of all countries have moft frequently fpoiled 
the gifts which they have received from Na- 
ture, even by the pains that they have taken 
to. preferve or improve them. Beauty is a 
delicate flower, whofe luftre is tranfient; re- 
lentlefs time undermines and deftroys it; and 
to endeavour, by means foreign to Nature, to 
avoid or delay an end which Love laments, 
but for which the qualities of the heart and 
the charms of the mind confole and indem- 
| 7 nify, 
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nify, is, on the contrary, to haften it. Who 
ever thought of loading flowers with the coarle 
mixture of our colours? And what pencil 
would dare to add any tint to the carnation 
of the rofe, the velvet down of the amaranthus, 
or the pale gold of the clufters of the henné? 
Of all the ancient names of the Ifland of 
Cyprus, that which we love to recall to 
mind, although it forms a ftrange contraft 
with its prefent fituation, is Macarias, the 
Fortunate I[fland. Yor this name it was in- 
debted to the fertility of its foil, the mildnefs 
of its climate, the inexpreffible beauty of its 
plains, and the richnefs of its productions. 
The imagination of the poets lent new charms. 
to this profufion of the gifts of Nature; they 
made it the cradle of the mother of the Loves; 
they confecrated this agreeable idea, by the 
name of Cyrurrea, and embellithed it with 
all the charms of the moft delightful sasiatish 
tions, with graceful fcenes of tendernefs and 
voluptuous enjoyment. , 7 
Over this theatre, in former times confe- 
crated to happinefs, to the arts, and to plea- - 
fure, at this day reign barbarians, who have¢ 
transformed it into an abode of deftruction 
and flavery. Superb edifices, elegant temples, | 
where the moft beautiful, as W ell as the moft 
amiable 
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amiable of divinities was adored on altars fur- 

rounded by the fweeteft and moft voluptuous | 
birds; living emblems of love and fidelity, now 

cover and fadden, with their {cattered remains, 

places of which they conttituted the ornament, 
and glory; and the Turks confume even the 

“very ruins, which they {till mutilate, in order 

to employ the fragments for common and 

profane purpofes. Here, where the Graces 

reigned, at this day commands an old mofalem 

or governor, who feares: them. Under a de- 

fiructive governinent, agriculture has ceafed 

to enrich with her treafures beautiful plains ; 

and the fplendour of au ifland, tormerly /or- 

funate, has vanifhed. 

“The riches which it contains in its bofom 
are more deeply buried by defpotifm than by 
the earth with which they are covered. All 
bering, all fearch after mines, is {triétly pro- 
hibited ; and copper, formerly fo abundant in 
the’ ifland, that the ancients likewife diftin- 
guithed it by the epithet of Arosa, Copper 
Tfland, remains ufelefs in the bowels. of the 
mountains that contain it, as well as zinc, 
tin, iron, and other minerals which rendered 
it famous. | 

Should the Ifland of Cyprus one day pafs 
from this {tate of oppreflion to a political fitu- 

5 : ation 
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ation more mild and more favourable to its 
commerce and induftry, we fhall then fearch 
_ after all thefe mineral riches, and the working 
of them will powerfully contribute to revive 
the ancient {plendour of the country in which 
they are contained; and as changes, fo de- 
firable, are, perhaps, not very remote, or at 
leaft I love to indulge the hope, it will not 
be ufelefs to enter here into a few details re- 
fpectine the nature of thefe fubterraneous 
treafures. 

Gold, the end and motive of almoft all hu- 
man actions, and which corruption, ever-in- 
creafing, will long render the obje& of the 
warmeft withes and ardent wants of the greater 
number, was, as I have faid,. found in mines 
in the [land of Cyprus; but they have been 
for ages abandoned, and tradition can fcarcely 
affign the places where they were found. We 
mutt not take in-a literal fenfe, nor above all 
refer to our age, a pafflage of Dapprr, who, — 
in his defcription of the iflands of the Ar- 
CHIPELAGO, page 52, afferts that there is in 
the middle of the ifland, near the town of 
Nicos1a, as well as in the environs of Curu- 
socco, mines of gold, where workmen are al- 
moft continually employed. 

| , Thefe 
I 
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_ Thefe indications, which Dapper publifhed 
in 1703, are extraéted from another defcription 
of the iflands of the ArcHIPELAGO, printed 
in 1610, the author of which, Thomas Por- 
cacut, had taken them from the ancient 
writers. Not that, in faét, the gold: ‘mines 
were not in the environs of Curu sOCCO, a. 
village near the gulf of that name, which 
occupies the place of AcAMANT!1S, an ancient 
town, one of the moft confiderable of the 
ifland; fome were known too in the vicinity 
of Tamassus, where fiands the modern Fa- 
MAGUsTA, and at the foot of Mount Orym- — 
Pus, ina diftriG celebrated for its wines; but 
the traces of ancient works have there difap- 
peared, and the veins of a precious metal wait, 
in order to be difcovered and followed anew, 
the return of a prote@ing government, which 
regards not as crimes the {trenuous efforts of 
indufiry towards .ufeful {peculations, and to 
which are attached public aga and the 
affluence of individuals. 

But fearching, which would attain with ftill 
greater certainty thefe' two objects, that are 
the con{tant aim of every government anxi- 
ous to preferve the efteem of nations and its 
own exiftence, would be that which would 
tend to recover the copper mines, formerly 

4: fo 
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fo abundant and fo renowned: It is particu- 
larly in the territory occupied by a famous 
city of antiquity, Amatuus, the fite of which 
is at prefent occupied by the ancient Limas- 
son, that the refearches ought to be direéted ; 
it is in this diftri@, where thofe metals 
abound*, that we fhould again difcover that 
beautiful primitive copper, which Nature her- 
felf has purified, and elaborated in large mafies, 
in order to deliver it quite prepared to human 
indufiry, and which no longer exifts in the 
exhaufted mines of the Old Contment. The 
copper of Cyprus was, in ancient times, the 
fineft in the world, and its rich and primordial 
mines furnifhed the firft blocks of that metal, 
which were brought into ufe. It was princi- 
pally fought for the purpofeof compofing that 
famous Corinthian bra{s, a precious mixture 
‘of copper, gold, and filver, the proportions of 
which are unknown to us, and which was in 
great efteem among the Greeks, 

The fpecies of natural vitriol, the blue or 
azure vitriol, which {till retains the name of 
Cyprus vitriol, was found in abundance in 
the copper mines of which I have juft {poken. 


* Gravidamque Amathunta metallis, has Ovip faid in his’ 
Metamorphofes. 


The 
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The ancient Tamassous furnifhed a great 
quantity of it; but the beft was drawn from 
the diftri@ of Curusocco, the vitriol mines _ 
of which were ftill worked towards the end of 
the feventeenth century. 

~The iron mines lie fceattered, and in a quan- 
tity fufficiently large to fupply the wants of 
the Cypriots and the trade of the neighbour- 
ing countries. 

In the rocks is alfo found a very fine rock- 
-eryftal, which is called the Barra diamond, 
-becaufe it is procured from the environs of 

Barra, a barbarous word, which has taken 
the place of that of Parnos. The mountains. 
in the vicinity of Cape Cromacuiry and of 
Cape ALEXANDRETTA likewife contain fome. 

The bowels of the high mountains contain — 
other riches lefs important than metallic mines, 
becaufe they are ufeful to luxury alone. Thefe 
are emeralds, amethyfts, peridots, opals, &c. 
TheScythian jafper was reputed the beft among 
the ancients; next came the Cyprian, and 
lattly, the Egyptian. The river Peprcvs, which 
takes its fource in the mountains at no great 
diftance from Nicosia, rolls down, with its 


limpid waters, fragments of very fine sell 
jafper. | 


Afbefies, 
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 Afveftos, or the incombutftible flax of the 
ancients; is ftill as plentifulas it was formerly ;.- 
the quarry which furnithes it is in the moun- 
tain of Acamantis, near Cape Curoma- 
CHITI. Nar tia | 

‘Tale is common, efpecially near Larnica, 
where it isemployed for white-wathing houfes; 
and there are numerous. quarries, of platter, 
Thofe of marble afford it in abundance for 
building. But at prefent there are fearcely 
worked any of thofe, which yield none but.a 
‘common white marble,/of little; confiftence. ‘i i 

Of all the treafures, which the earth. con- 
ceals, the Turk, who knows oily: hew.te de- 
folate it, allows not the unfortunate’ landers 
any trade but in, yellow ochne; ,umber,, and 
terre verte, fub{tances common. in, CyPRuS, 
and which are employed ia coarfe painting.” 
-)'To the mineral fubftances, the exportation 
of which is till’ permitted, we muft add. ma- 
gine falt, which, under,the domination of the 
princes of Europe, was the fource of con- 
fiderable revenues. The great lake, or falt- 
marth, in which it is formed, near the hamlet 
of the: Salterns, was, in former,;times, three 
leagues in circumference; but the exportation” 
of falt having fucceflively diminithed, the lake 

| | has 
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has been partly drained and cultivated; fo 
‘that the fea and rain-waters are f{carcely any 
longer collected there but on a fpace of a 
league in circuit. The heat of a burning fun 
accelerates the evaporation of thefe waters, 
and leaves expofed a thick cruft of falt, 
which is gathered in the month of September, 
that is, before the rainy-feafon, and is then 
heaped up in pyramids. Thefe heaps of falt, 
in the end, acquire confiftence and harden 
in the air; they even refift the winter rains, 
and, in the {pring, are loaded on board {mall 
veffels, which convey them to thé neighbour- 
ing coafts. The government farms out thefe 
natural falterns for a year only; and, agree- 
ably to the plan of difcouragement which it 
has marked out for itfelf, it clogs with a thou- 
fand fhackles the extraétion and the fale. 
Accordingly there exifts no proportion be- 
tween what the falterns produced formerly 
and what they yield at the prefent day: a: 
- few of the country barks fuffice for the con- 
veyance of the quantity which enters into the 
export-trade; whereas the Venetians annually 
formed of it the cargo of feventy large fhips. 
If the choked-up canals, which form the com- 
- munication between the lake and the fea, 
were re-eftablifhed, the water would cover 

VOL. I. R the 
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the fame extent of eround that it occupied 
before, and the lake of the falterns would 
again become one of the moft important 
branches of the trade and revenues of the 
land. 

What the bowels of the earth Sbeieain in 
riches, is not. more than what its furface may 
yield. . The: prefents of agticulture are not 
here lefs numerous nor lefs brilliant than the 
lefs valuable treafures of mineralogy ; but 
both are equally a prey to.the’ brutal combi- 
nations of ignorance and_ barbarifin. The 
produce of ‘a languifhing culture dffords the 
remembrance and the meafure of the fertility 
of which a foil favoured by nature ts fufcep- 
tible, when the heavy and burning hand of 
Tyranny does not fucceed in drying it up. 

Olive-trees are much lefs common here than | 
in paft times. Their fruits no longer farnith 
fufficient oil for the fupply of the inhabitants, 
and what remains of them feems to exift 
only to atteft that olive-oil formed in Cyprus — 
a very confiderable branch of commerce. 
Immenfe refervoirs, in the form of cifterns, 
and coated with an impenetrable cement, ftill 
fubfift in the environs of Larnica. Oil was | 
preferved i in thefe, and, to fill them, a prodi- 
gious quantity was required, The foil is fo. 

Besa oe tiie > 
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favourable to olive-trees, that fome are feen 
here of fuch a fize that two men, with out- 
ftretched arms, would find it difficult. to 
fpan. their circumference. Thefe fine trees, 
which, in fome places, are planted with or- 
der and fymmetry, are a proof of the anti- 
quity of a culture which cannot be too much 
encouraged in climates that are fuitable to it, ~ 
-as well on account of the great confumption 
which domeftic economy and the arts make 
of olive-oil, as of the lofles which the fevere 
winters of thefe latter years have occafioned ‘ 
in our plantations. 

Mulberry-trees ftill form fmall woods in 
certain quarters of the ifland; but their cul- 
ture is abandoned in feveral, although it is 
the moft eafy of all, fince it requires only to 
conduct water to the foot of each tree, in or- 
der to cool it during the burning heats of 
the fummer. Here the bad cuftom obtains 
_ of lopping off the branches of thefe trees for 
the purpofe of giving their leaves to the filk- 
worm, the rearing of which is attended with 
fewer inconveniences than elfewhere, under 
a tky which, in the feafon of gathering them, 

_ experiences no variations. The filk-trade, al- 

though lefs flourithing than it was before the 

‘nvafion of the Turks, is, neverthelefs, {till 
: EO): Pe SA ake 
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‘of fome importance. It is at Famagusta 
that the market of this commodity is held, 
and there, are annually fold about twenty 
thoufand bales, of three hundred pounds each. 
In this quantity is white filk, gold yellow, 
fulphur yellow, and, laftly orange-coloured. 
The flofs is likewife thrown into trade, and, 
like the filk itfelf, it is difpatched to the 
ports of Turkry and Evropr. 

A tree lefs valuable, but which notwith- 
fianding is of good produce, covers with its — 
thade feveral diftriéts, and bears fruits which 
furnifh a particular trade: this is the carob 
or Sr. Joun’s bread tree, common alfo in 
other countries whdfe temperature is mild, 
fuch as Sparn, the fouth of France, Ivaty, 
and particularly the kingdom of Napxegs. 
In the ports of Cyprus, veflels load the 
long, thick pods which this tree produces, 
and carry them to Syrta and ALEXANDRIA. 
In the latter port, I have feen feveral veffels 
arrive, whofe cargo confifted folely of this 
{pecies of fruit; whence an idea may be 
formed of the quantity confumed of it by 
the inhabitants of Ecyrr. They eat the 
fucculent pulp which the pods contain, with 
hard and flat feeds; with them, it likewife 
fupplies the - pee of fugar and. honey, and | 

they 
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they. employ it in preferving other fruits. 
This pulp has the tafte of that of caffia, and 
the honied, but infipid and flightly naufeous 
flavour of manna. The environs of Limassox 
are planted with a great quantity of carob- 
trees, and it is more perieu tai in this 
harbour that the cargoes e their pods are 
fhipped. 

This fruit, known adee the name of Sr. 
Joun’s bread, and which the Greeks call 
keraka, bad as it is, is not, on that account, 
lefs an article of food. for the people of Eeyrr 
and Barsary, where the tree itfelf is not 
unknown. The Arabs: call it karoub or kar- 
-noub. In Ewrops, in places where it is ata 
low price, the poor likewife live on it. It is 
alfo given as food to mules and cattle, which 
the ufe of it fattens. Laftly, the wood of the 
- carob-tree being very hard, and confequently 
proper to be ufed in different works, we 
cannot but regret that this ferviceable tree, 
by not thriving in our more northern re- 
gions, fhould not there add to the refources 
of the arts and of rural economy. 

In the time of the ancient Romans, the 
eS was already very plentiful in Ira- 

. The fruit, which was called /iligua, ferved 
as a weight; it required fix pods to make a 
E 3 {cruple; 
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{cruple; and as the pound was compofed of © 
two hundred and eighty-eight fcruples, it 
alfo. required one thoufand feven hundred 
-and eighty-eight pods to make its weight *. 
It may eafily be conceived that this manner 
of weighing, which could ferve only for 
‘ goarfe articles of little value, “was not likely 
to be very exact, 
~Moft of the plains, of which cotton con- - 
ftituted the richnefs, {till preferve fome traces 
of that culture; but it is there no more than 
a feeble image of what it was formerly. The 
whole ifland now affords to commerce but 
about three thoutand bales of cotton; whereas, 
under the government of the Venetians, the 
annual quantity of thefe bales amounted to 
thirty thoufand}. Cyprus cotton is the moft 
efteemed, as the fineft of all the Levanr; it 
is fold too at a higher price, It is not fo fine 
-in the moft fouthern iflands of the Arcur- 
PpELAGO; that of Smyrwa 1s {till inferior. 
* See iH the Mémoires de P Académie des Belles-Lettres, " 
yol. xxvili, page 653, year 1757, the differtation of M, 
Dupuis, on the ftate of the Roman coin, &c. This 
profound fcholar demonftrates that ScaLi1GeErR is miftaken © 


in taking the /liqua of the Romans for the fruit of the - 


cornil-tree. 
+ The bale of cotton commonly whieh three hundred 
weight, : 
In 
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In fhort, the cotton produced in the envyi- 
rons of Saronica is-yet worfe than that of 
Smyrna; fo that the more we advance to- . 
wards the north, the more this article, fo 
valuable in manufactures, lofes in quality. 

It would therefore be a ufelefs attempt, and 
prejudicial even to the interefts of the cul- 
tivator, to endeavour to introduce into the 
fouth of France the culture of the cotton- 
plant, as has been propofed by fome perfons, 
feduced by little trials which atteft rather the 
tafte and curiofity of the amateur, than the 
fpeculations of the hufbandman*. And fhould © 
we ever fucceed in cultivating on a large» 


* A few plants of fine cotton-trees, on which the de- 
licate attentions of luxurious culture have been lavifhed, 
and which have yielded choice cotton, are far from fur- 
nifhing a fufficient proof of fuch a fuccefs, when we are 


{peaking of large plantations, which, to be profitable, © 


ought to require only the fimple proceedings of common 
culture. I am acquainted with a learned and eftimable 
cultivator of the department of Landes, who has fucce ded 
in raifing, even in the open ground, fome cotton-trees, 
from which he has obtained tolerably fine cotton: I 
myfelf have had fome under layers and under glaffes, 
in one of our northern departments, that of La Meurthe ; 
but from thefe trials, gratifying to curiofity, it, doubtlefs, 
will not besconcluded that cotton is to thrive at Landes, 

and ftill lefs on the banks of La Meurthe. 
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{cale, and with any fuccefs, the cotton-plant 
in thefe fame countries of Francz, preca- 
tious crops of bad quality could not in- 
demnify us for the expentfes of raifing it, nor 
exempt us from going up the Phan to look 
for cottons more abundant and of a fuperior 
quality, that is, whiter, finer, and more 
file | 

The cotton-tree cultivated in the Easr is 
that which is called the annual cotton-tree, 
or cotton-plant}, in order to diftinguifh it 
from that of the colonial plantations in the 
West Inpiezs, which is the cotton-treet. On 
a field, well prepared and turned up, are 
marked furrows, in which are planted, at — 
certain diftances, a few feeds of the cotton- 
tree, much the fame as is practifed with ref{pect 
to maize. It is in the month of April that 
_thefe fowings are made in. Cyprus; as foon 
as the plants are above ground, thofe which 
are too weak are pulled up, and the ftrongeft 
only are left. They are weeded, and the earth 
about them is loofened in the courfe of the 
fummer; their pods ripen towards the month 
of O@ober, and the filky down which they 


Me + Goffipium herbaceum. Linn. 
t Goffppium arboreum. Linn. 8 
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afford is then feparated from the feeds that 
it furrounds. | 
The humidity of the seshinlttiaee rains- of 
long duration, or too frequent, are equally 
unfavourable to the cotton-tree. A’ ftrong 
heat is very fuitable to it; this promotes the. 
dazzling whitenefs of the down, and con- 
tributes to the finenefs and fubftance of the 
filk. The impetuous north winds are a fcourge 
to this plantation, particularly at the- period 
of flowering; the fruits mifcarry, and. the 
crop, almoft totally loft, difappoints the hope 
of the cultivator as well as that of the trader. 
At the time when the Venetians poffeffed 
the Ifland of Cyprus, they had made there 
large plantations of fugar-canes, which fuc- 
ceeded as well as in Eayprt, in the beft dif- 
tricts of the ifland, like that of Prscopra, on 
the road from Limassou to Barra, where 
the beft cotton in the country alfo grows, 
and near Lasca, in the gulf of Panrata. 
Proper buildings were erected on the fame 
{pots for refining the fugar, and it may be 
conceived what advantages would have been 
derived from: thefe plantations, and thefe 
fugar-refineries, in a oan fo near Eye 
ROPE. «: 
+ aa ie sos wanae ) But 
eee 
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But a ftern barbarian, with fire and fword 
in hand, advanced as an exterminator of all 
property, and proud of annihilating every — 
trace of ameliorations, which were im his eyes 
the work of infidels, he caufed to be bur nt. 
with the fugar-houfes, thofe rich plantations, 
and thus devoted to fterility vaft plains, def- 
tined to give frefh activity to induftry and na- 
tional profperity. Such a rage has produced 
all the effect that the demon of deftruction 
might expect. Since that difaftrous epoch, 
the. inhabitants, perfecuted on every fide, 
have taken care not to refume a kind of 
culture which would have been for them only 
a pretext for frefh exaétions on the part of 
their oppreffors, and they have not ventured’ 
to caufe the fugar-canes to revive from their _ 
afhes. But we are, neverthelefs; certain. that, 
they were cultivated with fuccefs in Cyprus; 
aud when the ifland fhall pafs into hands _ 
‘more worthy of poifefling it, thofe valuable 
feeds will cover again plains whofe richnefs 
they have already conftituted. 

It would not even be impoffible, ner per- 
haps very ditlicult, although it has not yet 
been attempted, to increafe the agricultural 
riches e the iia of See by making, 

"near 
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near the fields of fugar-canes, another kind of | 
plantation, which, moft commonly, accom- 
panies them, as their produce is mixed in 
the ufe that we make of it, I mean the cul-_ 
ture of the coffee-tree. The foil of the ifland 
affords, in feveral points, places favourable 
to the vegetation of this fhrub; the heat of 
thefe {pots is no lefs ftrong than in the coun- 
try, not far diftant, where the fruit of the 
- coffee-tree acquires more perfume; and I am_ 
perfuaded that effays of this nature, direéted 
with intelligence, would be crowned with 
complete fuccefs. They have, it is faid, al- 
ready been attempted in vain in a more 
fouthern country, and which has more ana- 
logy to that of Yemen, But Mariier, who 
affures us that the coffee-tree could not thrive 
in Eeypr*, gives no detail refpecting the 
foil which was chofen for thefe experiments, 
_ its expofure, nor the acceffories of its fitua- 
tion; and, notwithftanding this teftimony, I 
am perfuaded, as I have aiready expreffed in 
_ my TRAVELS IN Eeyrrt, that trials, better 
~ combined, would infure to that country the 
culture of the coffee-tree. And circumftances - 


* Defeription de PEg ypte, 4to. part ii, ‘page 13. 
t Vol. ji. page 263, 
lead 
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lead me to prefume that it would fucceed 
equally well in the Ifand of Cyprus. 

Here every thing attefts the zoodnefs of | 
the foil. The gardens are full of pot-herbs 
of a very good quality; cauliflowers, in par- 
‘ticular, are excellent; and the quantity of | 
vegetables is fufficiently great for {hips to lay 
ina ftock, and even carry fome to-countries* 
Jefs fertile. Thefe fame gardens are brilliant 
from the luftre: of various forts of flowers ; 
‘and aromatic plants there ditfufe afar their 
ftrong and fweet odour. Orange-trees, lemon- 
trees, pomegranate and other fruit trees, ftill 
form grovesround the habitations; the greater 
part never lofe their vernal garb; the greater. 
part too are covered with odoriferous flowers, 
_ and with thefe the henné blends the perfume 
of its clufters. Under balmy and filent bowers, 
in which waters, brought by fubterraneous 
conduits, maintain verdure and coolnefs, we 
fhould love. to recall to mind that the goddefs 
of the ifland confecrated them to her fweeteft 
myfteries, could the enjoyments of the heart 
exift in places furrounded by the veftiges of 
deftruction, and which give birth to afflicting 
_ recollections. 

In all the fpots which ftupid tyranny has 
not condemned to barren nakednefs, various 
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{pecies of corn yield abundant harvefis; but 
the {paces that they. occupy .are very. cir- 
cumf{cribed, if we compare them to the plains 
which they have covered, and which now pre- 
- fent only the livery of negleét and wretched- 
nefs. Wheat and barley were one of the 
principal articles of exportation ;’ at this day 
they fcarcely fuffice for the fubfiftence of the 
population of the ifland, even when they - 
efcape another fcourge, formidable from the 
quantity, really prodigious, rather than from 
the ftrength of its elements. - Thoufands of 
myriads of grafshoppers come fometimes in, 
thick clouds, and dart on the fields, ready 
to yield to the cultivator the exchange of his 
labours and toils. Fire is lefs quick: in a few 
moments the ftalks of the plants are laid down | 
and cut in pieces, the ears devoured, the crops 
 deftroyed, and the fields defolated. 

Thefe ravages are not confined to the har- 
vefts; the grafshoppers alfo {trip the mulberry- 
tree of its leaves, and thus they confign to 
death the valuable infect. which feeds on 
_them: other ufeful plants become their prey. 
On their approach all verdure difappears, 
and they even gnaw tHe very bark of the 
? tee 3 
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It is to this fatal combination of the op- 
preflion of the government, and of the ac- 
cidental, but unfortunately too often repeated 
marks of the anger of Nature, that we mutt 
attribute the ftate of languor, and the almoft 
total decay of the agriculture of Cyprus. 

Endeavours, have been made to explain 
how infe&ts, winged indeed, but little capa- 
ble of a flight of long duration, could appear 
all at once, like a devaftatin e ftorm, on lands 
furrounded by the fea. Naturalifts have ima- 
gined that erafshoppers, incapable of croffing 
a large fpace of fea, repaired to Cyprus 
with the veffels from Syrzra, in which they 
kept themfelves concealed during: the voy- 
age™; but it would be difficult, on this hy- 
pothefis, to explain the fudden appearance 
of thefe living clouds in certain years, while 
in others none of them are to be feen. On — 
the other hand, muft not navigators per- 
ceive this prodigious multitude of ftrangers ; 
and could it be fuppofed that they would 
confent to carry them obligingly into coun- 
tries where fearcity and defolation would 


* Hasserquitz, Voyage dans le Levant, publifhed by C. 
Linneus, and tranflated from the German, by M***, part 
ii, page 176. Letter to M. Linneus, dated from Smyrna, 
2oth Auguft, 1751, : | 
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land with them? Befides, there is a certain 
fact, which removes the idea of grafshoppers 
getting on fhipboard; this is, that the fea- 
fhores, on .the coaft of Cyprus, are fome- 
times covered, and infected toa great diftance, 
with their dead bodies floating on the furface 
of the waters, and thefe vait wrecks imply a 
paflage more perilous than a voyage on board 
fhip. It cannot therefore be doubted that 
thefe {warms of grafshoppers arrive from the 
continent, where, according to the opinion 
of M. Hassereuirz, they muft be formed 
in the midft of the deferts of Anasta, 
whence they depart, fupported and pelt 
by the winds. 

The moft eaftern point of the Ifland. of 
Cyprus, CapeSanr Anprea, being fearcely | 
diftant from the coaft of Syria more than 
from twenty to twenty-five leagues, @ gale of 
wind may eafily carry thither light infects, 
which affift themfelves with their wings, and 
poffefs much ftrength and agility. It is 
pofitively known that roving grafshoppers 


have ecrofled feas wider than this ftrait. M. 


Nixzpuur mentions, that in the month of 
November, 1762, a prodigious quantity of 
erafshoppers fell in the environs of Dssippa, 
a town of ARABIA, on the borders 6f the’ 

‘Re Pp 
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Rep Sea, after having croffed. that feay 
‘which, in this place, is upwards of fifty 
leagues in width; a great many perifhed, in- 
deed, in the paflage; which did not prevent 
the reft from fpreading themfelves over the 
fields in inconceivable numbers*. I have 
myfelf feen grafshoppers alight on a veifel, in 
a voyage along the weft coaft of Arrica, 
abreaft of Cape Branco, and out of fight of 
allland. We could not imagine te thefe 
infeéis had come on board with US 5 they 
arrived from the eaft, and were of a fpecies 
unknown in France; every part of them 


was of a pale yellow, or filemot colour. They | 


.who do not content themfelves with ftudy- 
‘ing Nature in books or in collections, and 
who vifit with fome attention the immenfe 
galleries which fhe has herfelf arranged with 
admirable order, for the purpofe of making 
them an eternal fubject of contemplation, 
they, I fay, may have remarked that the 
large green-grafshopper of our meadows raifes 
itfelf with rapidity to a height fomewhat’ 
_ confiderable, and fupports itfelf for fome time 
in the air, when the weather is warm, the fky 


* Defeription de P Arabie, French edition Ato; Vol. 1. pagé © 


148 and following. ‘ 
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ferene, and the atmofphere free from humidity ; 

from this we may judge, that the wandering 

fpecies, probably more vigorous, as well as 

more accuftomed to travelling, may, in warm 

and dry climates, undertake long paflages in 

- clofe columns, and, favoured by the winds, 
venture to crofs gulfs and ftraits, 

And the frightful havock of thefe number- 
lefs phalanxes of devouring infeéts is not al- 
ways confined to the fertile plains of the Easr ; 
they are feen, more rarely it is true, but with 
the fame fury, to ftrip the fields of more wef- 
tern countries of their harvefts, of their ver- 
dute, to change in an inftant the rich and 
fmiling carpet of fecundity into a hideous 
feene of nakednefs and devaftation; and, after 
having deprived the earth of her drefs, men of 
the fruit of their labours and of their means 
of fubfiftence, to finifh by infecting the air with 
their carcafes heaped up, and by fpreading 
contagion and death. Who knows whether 
this be not one of the principal caufes of the 
_telancholy and cruel permanence of the 
plague in the East? 

France herfelf has not been exempt from 
the misfortunes produced by thefe prodigious 
and formidable bodies, carrying in their train 
- confternation and want. In the year 1784, 
VOL, I. | F a vaft 
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a vaft {warm of thefe infects, coming from the 
eaft, croffled Francx, devoured every thing 
on their paffage, and fell into the Britifh chan- 
nel. Mrzerat mentions with great detail 
another irruption of grafshoppers, which de- 
prived the fouth of France of its harvefts, 
of its vegetables, and of its trefoil. That 
hiftorian informs us, that the grafshoppers 
which efcaped from the birds, depofited fuch 
a quantity of eggs on the ground, particularly 
in the fandy fpots, that it. was. thought ne- 
ceflary to caufe them to be picked up in order 
to deftroy them. ‘They weresfound in heaps, 
and in this manner were collected upwards of 
three thoufand quintals, which were burnt or _ 
thrown into the Ruonr. On calculating the 
number of infects that were to be hatched by 
thefe mailes of eggs, it was found, by a very 
low eftimate, that there was one million feven 
hundred and fifty thoufand to the quintal, 
which might give, for the total, five hundred _ 
and fifty thoufand millions of grafshopper’s 
eges, that would have been hatched the fol- 
lowing year. On other occafions a reward was 
feton grafshoppers; in 1767, two fous a pound 
were paid for them in fome parts of Laneur- 


Doc; In 1787, only one fow was given; and - 


yet it was known, by the examination of the | 
accounts 
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accounts of the little community of Saint 
Gries, that eleven or twelve hundred quin- 
tals of them had been deftroyed on its terri- 
tory alone*, 

In the Ifland of Cyprus dey 2 alfo lttver 
madder, which in the Levant is called ali- 
zary, and with which cottons are there dyed ~ 
red; coloquintida, with which feveral fields 
are covered almoft without culture; opium, 
which is cultivated at the foot of Mount 
Otympus, and is purified and packed up at 
Nicosra, and a few other articles of lefs 
importance. The fandy foil of Cape Cro- 
MACHITI is covered with foda, which is burnt 
in fummer in order to fend the afhes to Eu- 
rope, wheve it is employed in foap-manufac- 
tories. The forefts afford very fine wood for- 
building and planks; thence arelikewife drawn 
tar and pitch, and the turpentine of Cyprus 
is more efteemed thaw that of wink other 
country. 

Flocks that might be more numerous, af- 
ford to commerce a tolerably large quantity of 
wool which paffed into Iraty and France. 


* See the Notice des Infeftes de la France réputés VenimeUx 5 
par M. Amoureux fils, médicin de Montpelier, 1789, intro- 
duGtion, page 122 and following. 
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_ An important obfervation on the fubject of 
the conveyance of wool, is not to fhip that. 
which may have contraéted any humidity, 
becaufe it then becomes heated, catches fire, 
and fets the veffel in flames. The fame pre- 
caution is indifpenfable for the loading of 
madder; this root, in order to avoid the fame 
danger, ought not to be packed up but dry 
and perfectly exempt from all moifture. 

One of the produétions which the Cypriots 
rear with the greateft attention, and which has 
not ceafed to be to them an advantageous 
branch of trade, although like every other it 
has felt the violence and want of reflection of 
the government, is the famous wine which 
is yielded them. by vines with twifting and 
creeping ftems, and large and delicious fruit. 
The beft vines, a natural temple, dear to Bac- e 
cuvus, whence flows this yellowith, rich, and 
perfumed wine, which conftitutes the delight. 
and luxury of our tables, occupy a diftrié& 
called the Commandery, becaufe it made a 
part of the great commandery of the Templars 
and of the Knights of Mantra. It is com- 
prifed between Mount OLympus and the towns 
of Limassot and Papnos. Although all the 
wines of Cyprus come not from this diftri, . 
they do not the lets, on that account, bear, 
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in trade, the name of wines of the com- 
-mandery, in order to enhance their value. © 
Under that name is found fome very common, 
.and at a very low price. I have purchafed 
at ALExANDRIA fome of this pretended wine 
of the commandery, at ten parats, or a little 
more than twelve fous the dame-jeanne*; it 
was new, very light, and had no refemblance 
in point of flavour to the diftinguifhed Cyprus 
wine. From all parts of the ifland the wines 
are collected at Larnica, where they are kept 
till they are fhipped; but they want age in 
order to acquire the excellent qualities which 
caufe them to be fo much in requeft. The 
Greeks of Cyprus, from a very ancient cuf- 
tom, when they have a child born, bury large 
veffels filled with wine, and clofely ftopped; 
thefe are not taken out of the ground but for 
the marriage of that fame child. This wine, 
which might be called family-wine, fince it 
ferves to celebrate its moft happy events; pre- 
ferved fecure from the impreffions of the air, 
becomes exquifite on being taken out of the 
earth, anda real treafure to a delicate palate. 
Among perfons in eafy circumftances, the 


* A glafs-veflel containing about three gallons Englifh 
meafure, | ? 
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quantity of wine buried is feldom confumed 
in marriage-feftivals, and a part is fold to Eu- 
ropeans, who have not always the opportunity 
of procuring any fo good. 

Cyprus wine is conveyed to Europ, 
either in cafks, or in thofe large glats bottles, 
covered with ruth or wicker, which are called 
dames-jeannes. This latter :method would be 
preferable, the wine keeping better in glafs 
veffels, if, on the other hand, the lofs of it 
were not to be feared, from the danger of 
breaking the dames-jeannes in the courfe of a 
rather long voyage. When Cyprus wine is 
fhipped-in cafks, and the price is not confi- 
. dered in order to have that of the beft: quality, 
the purchafer procures cafks in which has been 
left a certain quantity of lees, which have the 
property of improving the wine; accordingly 
the cafks, thus provided with. lees, fell four 
times dearer than thofe which are deftitute of 
them. 

A modern author, who has written his 
travels to the Levanv, ftruck with the excel- 
lence of the Cyprus wines, is aftonithed that 
the merchants of Evror: have net tried to 
convey thither plants of thefe celebrated vines. 
He takes the trouble of defcribing minutely 
the precautions necetlary to be obferved for 
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removing thefe plants,’ in fuch.a manner that 
they might again ftrike’in the new ground 
appropriated to'them*. It certainly is not‘in 
this that the difficulty confifiss livine plants 
are brought to Europe from diftanees much 
-moreé’ confiderable. It is’ even -well ‘knéwn 
that: Frawets' I. had procured from Cyrrwvs 
a fuflicient quantity of vine plants for cover 
ing fifty arpens or French acres at Fowr arn F- 
ninavu. Weare ignorant what is’ becomé of 
thefe vines, planted‘at:fo great an expenfe; 
and we fhould be greatly miftaken to attribute 
to'themthe good quality and the ‘reputation 
which thefuperior white grapes of Fon Tarn E* 
BLEAU owe only to the manner of their being 
planted and cultivated, and to'the ‘care’ be- 
ftowed onthem. »-But the real difficulty, and 
it:is infurmountable, is to meet with the fame 
foil, the} fame expofure, the fame climate, the 
fame degrees of temperature, in x word) to 
make cribs wine 'elfewhere. than in'Oyp+ 
RUS. 189 podhoiias oF Iuotib. od 
The aits there languifly more chia ‘agricul? 
ture; thofe'cultivatedare but few, score with 


Ot 


* Voyages dans Pile de Chypre, la Syrie, et la Palefiine, par 
_M. PAbbé Marit, tranflated from the Italian, vol. i. 
PASS A959) 3 | , | 
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the exception of the preparation of the leather 
called Turxety leather or Morocco, there are 
fcarcely any that deferve attention. This 
leather is prepared at, Nicosta and in the 
neighbouring villages; the workmen pretend 
to be in poffeffion of a particular procefs, of 
which they make a fecret; what 1s certain, is, 
that the leather which has paffed through their 
hands is more lively and: more brilliant in co- 
lour, and is, in general, better dreffed than in 
the other parts of TurKEy, where, neverthee 

lefs, itis very handfome. bg 
It is not only on leather that the workimen 
of Nicosta and of the environs know how 
to. apply..dyes. equally »brilliant and durable; 
they alfo manufacture there printed calicoes, 
the colours ‘of which become brighter by wear 
enciibles ching {Other cloths, half ilk; half 
sidices: Hei a but till ase and 
induftry have refumed fome activity, it will 
be difficult to introduce thofe articles mto 
trade, on account of their’ price; which the 
too {mall quantity of the raw. materials renders 
too high. 

In return for thefe productions of nature 

and art, the Cypriots receive woollen cloths, 
fattins, light ftuffs, laces, fome-of our metals, 
INDIA 


GREECE AND TURKEY. 93 


Inpr1a fpices, commodities of our colonies, 
&e. &c. Thefe articles of the import-trade 
are not fo numerous as they would be, if the 
worft of governments had net fingularly weak» 
ened the population and refources of one of 
the fineft countries of the East, 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER"IV. ny 


Climate of the Tfland ‘of ie yprus. — Caufe of 


the great drought whichprecails there.— 


France threatened with the fame ills by the- 


defiruction of her forefis.—Inhabitants of the 
ifland, — Mount Olympus. — Famagufta.— 
Salamis. — Nicofia.— Larnica. — Citium.— 
The Salterns.— Limaffol.—Cape de’ Gatti.— 
Paphos. — Cerines. — Numerous changes in 
the government of the Ifland of Cyprus. 


“LT HE nature of the productions of the Ifland 


of Cyprus would fufficiently indicate the na- 


ture of its climate, if its vicinity to Syria, 
one of the hotteft countries in the world, was 


not fufficient to convey an idea of it. In the - 
fummer, the heat felt there is, indeed, ex- | 
ceffive; but it is not equal in every part of 

the ifland, which, being interfected, from eaft | 


_ to weft, by a chain of mountains, affords two 
different regions as well as two different tem- 
peratures. To the north, the winds that blow 
from the high mountains of Caraman1a, 

Si¥) | | checked 
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checked oe repelled by thofe with which the 
ifland is croffed in its length, temper the heat 
of the fummer, produce piercing colds during 
the winter, and preferve frozen fnow on the 
moft lofty fpots, during the greater part of the 
year. This northern region is alfo, generally 
{peaking, the moft hilly, the moft wooded, the 
moft rural, and the leaft fertile. 

In the plains of the fouth, on the contrary, 
the heat of the fun, reflected by the fhelves 
of rocks, which, in a great meafure, form on 
this fide the back of the mountains, there ex- 
pands at full liberty. The north winds not 
being able to clear the natural barrier which 
the middle of the ifland oppofes to them, cool 
not the atmofphere ; and, did there not {pring 
up, from time to time, a light fea-breeze which 
moderates the heat, it would be infupportable 
in certain days of the fummer. Rain here is 
alfo very rare in this feafon, and long and cruel 
droughts fometimes banifh an agreeable ver 
dure, deftroy the plants, attract clofe and 
numberlefs columns of grafshoppers, and place 
frightful Scarcity on Aridity’s hard and burn- 
ing throne. The irrigation of the lands, neg- 
lected by men, as laborious perhaps as formerly, 
but deprefied and difheartened, can no longer 
moiften fields parched up; while, in fome dif- 

a tridis, 
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triéts, flagnant and -ufelefs waters render them 
an unwholefome abode. Running ftreams are 
{carce, and the greater part of the rivers which 
flow here are only torrents formed by the 
winter rains and the melting of the fhow on 
the mountains, and whofe bed is dry during 

warm: weather. | 
This drynefs of the earth and of the atmo- 
fphere continues daily to increafe, in propor- 
tion as the plantations become more {carce, 
as the number of the trees diminifhes, and as" 
the forefts are felled. A culpable want of 
forefight refpecting the fucceflive decay of a 
happy fertility, is by no means aftonifhing 
under the deftruétive adminiftration of the 
Turks; but that, in countries where public eco- 
nomy is a fcience cultivated and thoroughly — 
underftood, the fame diforders which pollute 
territories fubjected to barbarians, fhould be 
propagated and maintained, is that which we 
have fome difficulty to conceive, and which 
excites indignation. The ancients confecrated 
forefts to the Divinity; refpeét commanded 
that thefe fhould be fpared, and it was not 
without religious circumfpection that they 
carried thither the hatchet. To a protecting 
mythology has fucceeded the excefs of luxury 
and diforder. Woods, which our anceftors 
3 had 
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had chofen for temples, facred oaks, “under 
whofe fhade they had ereéted altars, fimple 
as nature, have been overthrown: the facri- 
legious axe has not fpared the afylum of an- 
cient piety, nor the fertile refources of fuc- 
ceeding ages. Naked and frowning rocks 
fhew themfelves on the row of the moun- 
tains, which, not long fince, vigorous vege- 
tation decorated with the fineft trees; the 
flopes affording more facility to devaftation, 
are almoft entirely ftripped ; the folitary trees, 
which, in our fields, ferved as natural and im- 
mutable boundaries as well as for fhelter to 
our flocks, have likewife fallen victims of li- 
centioufne‘’s ; every where the property of our 
pofterity has become the prey of culpable and 
faithlefs truftees; and the moft interefting part 
of our national wealth has feemed to be go- 
verned only by the laws of cupidity and plun- 
der: already have the rains wafhed down into 
the plains part of the earth which covered 
the fummit of the mountains, the hills are 
finking, the vallies are rifing, the {prings are 
growing dry, the bed of the rivers is filling up, 
the fields are becoming parched; and if a re- 
pairing government does not take wife but 
fpeedy meafures, we fhall have to tranfmit to 
pofterity nothing but a fum of misfortunes 

i | i 
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ever-increafing; and the foil of Francz would 
run the rifk of fharing the aridity with which 


a deteftable adiminiftration has ftruck that of — 


the Ifland of Crprus. 
The Grerexs who inhabit it are tall and 


well made; their countenance and their man- 


ners are equally noble and agreeable. But 
their moral character is not thought to cor- 
refpond with thefe external good qualities. 
They are faid to be the moft cunning and 
moft knavith of all the Greeks; we fhould be 
tempted to ceafe to pity them for the oppref- 
fion under which they groan, if we did not 
know that diffimulation and this fort of obli- 
quity of character are frequently fymptoms of 
weaknels, and the companions of flavery; and 
“if, on the other hand, thefe fame men did not 
fometimes make us forget their faults by their 
virtues, and, particularly, by thofe of hofpi- 
tality, which they exercife in a moft generous 


manner. The Cypriot is gay, and a great friend — 


to fhow and pleature; he is not the only flave 
“that we have feen dance in his fetters. 


It may well be expected that beauty ought | 


to fhine, with all its luftre, in the fpot chofen 


by Venus, for eftablifhing her {weet empire, _ 
_ and the worfhip of the Graces and Pleafures.. 


The women of Cyprus were formerly cele- 


brated 
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brated for their charms; they ftill preferve 
them; nor have they even loft the remem- 
-brance that their ifland was confecrated to 
love. Thefe beautiful women are very choice 
in their attire; they are exceflively fond of 
flowers, as the moft natural and moft elegant 
accompaniment of their attractions; they do 
not diffemble their wifh to pleafe, but they 
manifeft it with an amiable franknefs. Al- 
_ though in’ the enjoyment, perhaps, of lefs 
liberty than formerly, the reftrition to which 
cuftom, or, to {peak more correctly, the ca- 
prices of mien fubjeét them, does not amount 
to’ conftraint; and at leaft they no longer 
compofe the ‘difgraceful tribute which their 
anceftors paid to the queens of Persra, of fifty 
among them, whofe duty, in a haughty and 
defpotic court, confifted in throwing them- 
felves between’ the wheels of the cars, and 
in prefenting their back to the queen, who 
made ufe of it as a footftool. 

’ The moft’ elevated, as well as the moft re- 
markable of the mountains, the chain of which 
divides the Ifland of Cyprus lengthwife, is 
Mount Orympus. The Greeks of the prefent 
day call it Zrocopos, Trospovos, or TRozos. 
In order to diftinguifh it from another moun- 
tain of the fame name in Naroura, and from 

| another 
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another more famous in Maceponta, the 
ancients gave this the name of Little OLym- 
pus. On its fummit they had built a temple 
dedicated to VENus, the entrance of which, 
by a regulation very ftrange for a fpot confe- 
crated to the goddefs of Love, was prohibited 
to women; they were even forbidden to look 
at it. To this temple, an elegant and facred 
recefs, where were celebrated the enjoyments 
of nature, had fueceeded retreats erected for 
privations. Numbers of convents were built 
on the fame ground. There, laborious ceno- 
bites embellifhed the flope of the mountain 
with gardens, and plantations of all forts, 
laid out with tafte; this was the moft charm- 
ing abode in the ifland, and the rich Cypriots | 
- went thither, during. the fummer, to enjoy the - 
coolnefs of agreeable groves, watered by lim- 
pid fiveams, directed with confiderable art. 
Infenfible to a happy harmony of nature and 
induftry, the Turk has carried his ferocity and 
ravages into this beautiful diftri; the mo- 
nafteries have been demolifhed; and cool and 
cheerful fpots have been clothed with the rug: 
ged garb of Sterility. 

The Ifland of Cyprus is about feventy 
leagues in length from eaft to weft; its 
greatett breadth from north to fouth is thirty 

leagues ; 
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Jeagues; and its circumference is nearly one 
hundred and eighty. In coafting its fouth. 
fhore, the lands of the long point of Cape 
_Sanr Anprea, formerly Cape Dinarers, is 
found a large gulf, formed by this cape and 
Cape ‘Grico, which the ancients called 
Turont, and on which Proxemy places a 
town of the fame name, At the bottom of 
this gulf is the town of Famacusta, a 
modern name, refpecting the etymology of 
which the learned are not agreed; but they 
pretty generally admit that this town is built 
on the ruins of the ancient Ars1tnor, which 
took its name from its founder, the fifter of 
Procemy PuirapeLpuus, king of Eeyrr. 
Situated in a bottom, FamacusrTa is not per- 
ceived at a diftance, on arriving thither from > 
the fea: its harbour is fafe, but by no means 
fpacious, and it is half choked up; {mall 
veflels alone can enter it, and large fhips. 
anchor without. Some fortifications, the work 
of Lusicnan, of the Genoefe, and of the 
Venetians, who have fuccetlively had poffeffion 
_of them, defend the harbour and the enclo- 
fure of the town, as much as they can ferve 
for defence in their prefent ftate of degrada- 
tion, the effect of the negligence of the Turks, 
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i hu know only how to deftr oy; but never re-' _ 


Pap 


-'Thefe ramparts recall to mind a deplorable 


anecdote of the moft atrocious violation of 
the law of nations and of war; it may ferve 
to convey au idea of the character and of the 
civilization of a people in whofe eyes heroifm 
and courageous fidelity to our duties are 
crimes, and whofe profound cruelty {ports 
with promifes the moft folemn, and conven- 
- tions the moft facred. At Famacusra, the 
tears of the man of feeling water the fpot 
where Marco Anronto Bragapino de- 
fended that town with fo much valour againft 
the army of the Turks, commanded by Mus- 


-TAPHA, general of the emperor Sextrm, and 


he ithudders with indignation at the recital 


‘of the moft execrable treachery of which that 


brave European died a victim. 


After having fuftained ‘fix affaults againft. 
the united Ottoman forces, and experienced. 
the ravages of five hundred thoufand thellsy 
the valiant Bracapino, commander of the 


Venetian army, being forced to yield to num- 
bers, capitulated on the firft of Auguft 1571. 
The conditions were fettled; they were ho- 
nanrable to the befieged, and worthy of their 

long 
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tong and brave refiftance; but, at the moment. 
when the European g veneral went to Musta- 
pHa’s tent, in order to announce to him his 
departure and take leave of him, the barba- 
rian caufed him to be feized and delivered 
up to the moft cruel tortures. He was {kinned 
alive, then empaled; and his {fkin, ftuffed 
with ftraw, was hung to the yard-arm of a 
galley, as an eternal. teftimony of the horrible 
inhumanity of the Turks, and a fignal of | 
vengeance to civilized nations. 

We haften to quit a {pot witnefs of fo dread- 
ful an aét of cruelty, and we enter, with 
pleafure, into a plain which extends to the 
eaft, or rather to the north-eaft of Fama- 
Gusta, fituated at the extremity of this plain, 
towards the fea. There, was the ancient 
kingdom of Satamrs, founded by Teucer, 
companion to Ayax, who, on this ground, 
built a town which he called SALAMIS, from 
the name of the ifland where he was born*. 

Some ruins.announce, in an uncertain man- 

- ner, the fite of this ancient town, as the 
culture and fecundity of the plain, which is 


* se Nil defperandum Teucro duce, et aifpice Teucro, 
© Chrtus enim promifi t ‘Apollo, Re: 
<e Ambiguam tellure nova Salamina futuram,” 
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fill the bef diftri@ in the land, faintly ate 
teft what thefe formerly were. 

About twenty leagues to the north-eaft of 
- Famacusra, in the middle of a vaft plain 
and in the centre of the ifland, ftands N1i- 
cosra, which is its capital. This is now the: 
refidence of the governor, as it was formerly 
of the kings of Cyprus. Their palaces, re- 
markable for the beauty of the architecture, 
experience the fate common to all the an- 
cient edifices of which the Turks have made 
themfelves mafters, and which they abandon 
to deftruétion. The fuperb church of Sanra 
Sovra, in which the Chriftian kings were 
crowned, has been degraded, in order to be 
converted into a mofque; and the habitation 
of thofe fovereigns, partly demolifhed, and 
rebuilt in the eaftern tafte, is the refidence of 
the mofelem or governor. The fituation of 
this town is agreeable; ftreams are here abun- 
daut; and it is furrounded by fine gardens; 
its foil is excellent, and waits only for the | 
hands of freemen: to refume the afpect of 
_ profperity of which it 1s fufceptible. 

If we continue to follow the fouth coaft,. 
we meet with another gulf, fpacious indeed, 
yet leis fo than that of Famacusra. Ships — 
there find the Bneroat of Lannica, the moft. 
py L iol Sia | frequented — 
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frequented of the ifland. The town whofe 
name it bears is at fome diftance from the fea. 
There it is that the confuls and merchants of 
European. nations fix. their refidence, and, 
within thefe few years, trade was {till carried 
on there with fome degree of aétivity. But, 
as if the Turk could leave no place without 
ftamping onit the impreffion of his difaftrous 
government, the environs of Larnica no: 
longer correfpond with the {till flourifhing 
ftate of its commerce. With the exception 
_of the gardens, which adjoin to the town it- 
felf, and into which indufiry has found means 
to conduct fertilizing waters, the circumja- 
cent fields are arid ; their foil is poor and dried 
up; a few trees, fcattered ‘and infulated, 
{carcely leave them the femblance of vege- 
tation; bar ley alone grows there in fome fa- 
-voured diftricts, and there is, every where, a 
want of water. Accordingly Larnica is 
not a healthful abode; one is there expofed 
 to'a fuffocating heat. Yet forefts of -olive- 
trees formerly covered thofe plains, at this 
day almoft barren; and, as I have already 
mentioned, there are ftill to be feen in the 
environs immenfe cifterns, intended for pre- 
ferving the oil that they. yielded. a 
(EOE Fn Very 
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‘Very near Larnica was Cirium, now 
Cutt, a celebrated town of antiquity. It 
was a colony of Phenicians. - Here was. born 
the philofopher Zewo, and here died Cymon, 
general of the Athenians. It is impoffible 
to dig the ground in the environs of Lar- 
NICA, without meeting with the remains of 
the ancient town; but the fufpicious Turk, 


imagining that all the refearches of fcience . 


or of curiolity have no other objeét than the 
difcovery of fome heap. of. buried gold, 


watches them with continual attention, and — 


makes of them a fubject of extortions; fo 


that the, antiquary very feldom dares to dig 
for the objects of his purfuit, and the riches 
which the earth conceals remain buried there 


with the ‘knowledge which hiftory and the - 


-arts_would thence obtain, till the time when — 


the heavy yoke of the Turks fhall ceafe to 
pollute and deface countries formerly fo bril- 
ant. - ty | 
The hamlet of the SALTERNs is but half.a 
leacue from Larnrca. It has obtained its 
name from a large lake near the fea, at this 
day half-choked up; and wherein is formed 
- falt, which is ftill an article of trade. In the 


; ) 
fine roadftead of the SaLtrrerns, the veffels 


5 ; baste laden 
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laden for the capital of the ifland, and the 
{hips of war deftined to protect them, come te 
an anchor. At this place the merchants of 
LARNICA have their {torehoufes. 

-Lrmassor, formerly Nemosta, is now but 
a miferable city, full of ruins. and rubbith. 
Its harbour is, neverthelefs, not a little fre 
quented; here vetlels load with grain, cotton, 
and other productions of the earth. The beft 
wines are made in its environs, and it is the 
emporium ofall thofe of the land, who are 
concerned in trade. 

Not far from this town, if, however, Lr- 
mAssox deferve that appellation, fiood the 
ancient Limasso1, which, {till more ancient- 
ly, was called Amaruus, celebrated for a tem- 
ple confecrated to Venus and Aponrs, and 
im which, according to PAusaNIAS, was pre- 
ferved a rich necklace of precious ftones, 
ornamented with gold, the work of Vutcan 
and given in the firft inftance tu ee owt 
But this ancient town is deftroyed; like Pa- 
PHOS, Cy THERA, the charming IparruM, 
and other places which the Graces embellithed, 
it is effaced from the foil of the Ifland of Cr- 
PRUS ; and, in lieu of the {weet and {miling 


* Ps. vgn fe mage de te Béatie, oat ii. page 316. 
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images which it prefented, it now excites 
nothing but regret and painful recolleétions. 

Near Lrmassoux, and to the eaft of it, is 
the moft fouthern promontory of the ifland ; 
it 1s a {mall peninfula, which is conneéted to 
the continent only by a very narrow tongue of 
dand; it was formerly named the promontory 
of Acroriri; at prefent it is called Cape DE’ 
Gartt, on account of the great number of 
cats kept by the monks, who, in the fourth 
century, obtained permifiion to eftablifh them- 
felves there, as well as on Mount Otympus, 
on condition of keeping a great many of thofe 
animals for hunting fhakes which. had multi- 
plied in the: ifland to a frightful pitch, and 


which, it is afferted, have no greater enemies. 


than cats. 
After doubling Cape pe Garrtr, the coaft 


trends to the north-weft, and, at the head of 


a fmall cove, lies a very indifferent harbour, 
which affords but an infecure fhelter ; 5 jee 
bottom is thickly ftrewn with rocks, by which 


| ie WA 
the cables of veflels would foon be. cut, if. 
the precaution were not taken to buoy them | 


up, by means of empty, floating cafks. Here 
ftood Papuos, where Venus landed otter her 
birth in the midft of the avaters. An ancient 
temple had- been confiruéed it honour of 
her; 


‘ 


ery 


—— 
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her; here doves were flying about inceffantly 


and built their nefts; no victim’s blood ftained 
her altars; fuch facrifices would have dif- 
gufted the goddefs of Love; in her worthip 
there was nothing but what was mild, and 
the numerous offerings which were brought 
thither, irom, all quarters, did not affli¢t hu- 
manity. In this temple, a celebrated ora- 


cle pronounced on the deftinies of men, and 


its high priefthood was an eminent dignity. 
The number of ftrangers that the worthip of 
Venus brought to Papuos, the concourfe 
of the inhabitants of the ifland, the beauty of 
its fituation and of its edifices, the enchant- 
ing afpect of its plains, and the freedom 
which there reigned, had rendered it the feat 


of pleafure and delight. So many charmsare | 


at this day replaced by ruins, a village, a 


pitiful caftle, fome paltry houfes, a few mean | 


Greek churches, wretchednefs, and the parts 
name of Barra, or Barro. 

On the north coaft of the ifland, there is no 
place particularly remarkable, if we except 
CERINES, the ancient CERAUNIA ; like Pa- 
PHOS, it exhibits nothing but ruins, as a 
teftimony of its paft grandeur. A harbour, 


equally bad, ferves only for the trade of the | 


ifland with CarAMANIA, whofe mountains 
eae are 


- 
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are perceived from the heights of Crerrnes. 
The communication between this harbour and 
the port of SeLersxt, whofe name recalls to 
mind that of Seneucra in Cruicta, is fre-— 
quent; in order to render it more fo, there. 
are two packets folely deftined for this fhort. 
navigation, which, neverthelefs, was profita-- 
ble, and which was in the hands of the 
French. — 4 a 

- Such, in a few words, is the geographi- 
eal defcription of an ifland, which, in for-— 
mer times, divided into nine kingdoms, paffed 
fucceffively under the domination’ of the 
Egyptians, the Pheenicians, the Perfians, the 
Macedonians, the Romans, the Europeans of 
the Wrst, and the Arabs. The crufades ren- 


dered it the appendage of fome princes of - — 


Europe, who gave it up to the Venetians. _ 
Sultan Serim fnatched it from them in 15705. 

and, fince that epoch, it has made a part of 
the Ottoman empire; in order to be again 
fevered from it, and expofed to frefh vicifii- 
tudes, infeparable -frorh human inftitutions. 
Nothing is ftable in Nature but Nature her- 
_felf; and the more men deviate from her by _ 
the excefs of civilization, if I may fo exprefs. 
myfelf, the more are focial forms fubjeét to. 
var uy; and Feri § to innovations. 


CH APTER 
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-CHAPTER. V. 


 Piure of the prefent fituation of the Ifland 
of Cyprus.—Galéode aranéoide, an enor- 

mous fpider of a very dangerous nature.— 

‘The congueft of the [fland of Cyprus would 
have fingularly facoured that of Egypt. : 


%s 


[T is. not only in regard to the productions 
of the foil, that Nature is counteracted in 
the Ifland of Cyprus, and that her bounties 
-are difavowed and rejected. The rigours of 
an oppreflive domination have fhed their bane- © 
‘ful influence oyer fields, arts, and men. 
Every day we fee commerce fail, induftry. 
decay, lands dry up, and agriculture become 
impoverifhed. Wallies, once fhaded by ufe- 
ful or agreeable trees, which culture enriched 
with harvefts of every ‘fpecies, or adorned 
with verdure or flowers, now remain uncul- 
' tivated, and over-run with brambles and other 
ftubborn, meagre, and ufelefs plants. One — 
may travel whole days in plains deferted and 
abandoned to that mournful and pernicious 

ea on | _ fecundity, 
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fecundity, which, on lands impatient to pro-" 
Tice, as: fterility’s conftant companion; in 
factitious waftes, the gloomy and fatal effect. 
of the power of the evil-minded, where the 
traveller would think himfelf buried in vatt 
folitudes, did he not, here and there, per- 
ceive ftraggling flocks and feattered habita- 
tions. Every day too we fee population, which 
increafes and fettles only where are to be 
found abundance of provifions, aétivity. of 
trade and of manufaClures, and juftice on — 
the part of the government, diminifh in a 
pereeptible manner; and men quit a defolated 
country,-and, for the moft part, feek itt 
lefs difturbed, abodes lefs unhappy. 
- The animals which conftitute the wealth’ or 
the pleafures of man, are here lefs numerous 
and of a breed lefs handfome than formerly. 
The affluence of the owners imparts to do- 
meftic animals the qualities which make them | 
valuable; on the contrary, they degenerate, 
when they no longer have any thing to fhare 
4; with their mafters but a painful and uncom- 
fortable exiftence. And, indeed, there are 
now fearcely to be feen here any of thofe 
harfes of diftinguiihed race, defcendants of 
the courfers of Anabra, and no lefs famous 
for their yigoursthan their fleetnefs, nor any 


of 
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of thofe beautiful ereyhounds renowned for 
_ their ardour and their addrefs in the chace. 
Both thefe are no lenger to be found except 
in a few families, which ftill preferve the re- 
mains of their ancient opulence. Cattle are 
not to be feen here in plenty, as in former 
times ; nor do flocks of {heep with broad and 
trailine tails, or of goats, whofe hair ferved 
for making fine camlets, now repair, in fuch 
great nun nbers, to the declivity of hills. clothed 
with fucculent. herbs; nor do they now fo 
~ much enliven folitary fpots, where they feed 
in full tranquillity, and which Nature feems 
to have intended for the fimple and pure 
charms of paftoral life. 

The filk-worm, deprived of part of its food, 
in half-ruined plantations of mulberry-trees, 
now no more multiplies with fo much pro- 

fufion; and families of kermes, rivals.of the 
cochineal infeét, fearcély any longer furnifh 
colouring fubftance to our manufaétories. 
Game is alfo lef’ common, and birds of paf- 
fage come not now,. in fuch confiderable 
flights, to alight on lands, which afford them 
not the fame thelter, nor the fame abundance. 
The fea even ceafes to furnith fo many re- 
_fources to the inhabitants of the ifland; not 
that a deftructive powee has been able to pe- 
netrate 
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netrate into the very bofom of the waters: 
thofe which bathe the coafts aré {till ex- 
tremely full of fith; but hands and aétivity 
are wanting for the fithery, as well as for the — 
other branches of induftry and commerce. - 

If every thing that is good and ufeful has 
-_fuffered\and decayed in Cyprus, every thing 
that is of no value or mifchievous has there 
profpered. Snakes, which delight in thickets 
or under rubbifh, there propagate at their eafe, 
and it will foon be neceffary again to have re- 
‘courfe to cats in order to clear the fields of - 
them. Hurtful and. hideous infects increafe 
and freely elaborate their venom under the 
damp and warm fhade of the ruins; tarantu- 
le, with a black and hairy body and yellow 
and brilliant eyes, are not here uncommon ; 
and here is alfo to be met with, though but 
very feldom indeed, that frightful {pider, 
whofe afpeét alone terrifies, whofe venom 
firikes with death whomfoever it reaches, 
whofe natural hiftory, in fhort, is yet: little 
known. | 

. The firft thing to i. aa when we mean 
to fpeak of an animal of which fome natu- 
-ralifts have already made mention, is to un- 
ravel its nomenclature; and, indeed, this is: 


a talk. very ungracious, very minute, and 
which 


~~ 
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_ which can pleafe none but contraéted and pe- 
 dantic minds. Although’ few authors have 
written on the ugly and dangerous infeét in 
_ queftidn, each of them has impofed on it a 
different denomination, the moft certain mean 
of their never coming to a right underftand- 
ing with each other. Amid this confufion 
and this continual ‘and arbitrary fubftitution 
of names*, I fhall fix on that of guléode, 
which OttvtEerR, a celebrated naturalift and 


traveller, has given to this fpecies of fpider, — 
in order to diftinguith it from the other fpecies,. 


from which it is, in fad, very different}; 
this is a deference due to an eftimable man 
of learning, and at the fame time a fervice to 
the feience of Nature, which, if we chofe to 
believe fome people, more attached to words 


* 


* M. PaLLas has called this {pider, Phalangium arane- 


wides (Spicil. Zool. fafeicul. 9, page 37, tab. ili, fig..7, 8, 
and 9). M. Fasricrus, from LicHTENST£IN, another 
foreign naturalif, has given it the name of Solpuga ara- 
néoides. (Supplément Entomol. page 294). This fame deno- 
inination of /e/puga has been adopted, with the epithet 


arachnodes, by M. Hernst, known principally by a'good 


work on cruftaceous animals, in'a very extenfive Memoir, 
which he has recently publifhed at Berlin on this fubjed, 
(page 37, tab. i, fig. 2). 

+ Galéede avanédide, ( lt atiek Méthod. Tift, Nat. aes i 
moe ‘ 
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than to things, would foon be nothing more 
than the barren knowled oe of arbitrary names, ~ 
and phrafes equally dry and infignificant. 
‘The notions that the ancients have tran{- 
mitted to us refpecting the various animals 
with which they were acquainted, and parti- 
cularly infeéts, are, generally fpeaking, too 
vague and too incomplete for us to be ena- 
bled to affign with certainty to what animal 
each of them belongs. It appears to me a 
rather bold conjeéture, to decide with M. | 
Herssr*, that the frightful fpider or the 
galtode of the Levant (See Plate LTT.) is. 
the infeét which the Greek and Latin authors 
have named /phalangium, phalangium, folifu- 
ga, folpuga, tetragnathium, and mus araneus. 
Indeed, thofe authors have given to feveral — 
fpecies of fpiderst the name of /phalangium or 
phalangium, which modern naturalifis have 
referved for the fpiders alone with long legs, | 
with the head confounded with the cor felet, 
and of which a very common fpecies is the | 
faucheur of our countries. Neither does the 
folfuga or folpuga appear to me to be the 
galéode; the literal fignification of this name — 


* Memoir before quoted. 
+ GErivs and others have applied the name of phalangia 


to fix fpecies of fpiders. 
is 
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is funsfhunner, and it has been equally depiied 
to a Ipecies of ant and to a {pecies of fpider ; 
but the folfuga {pider is an infect extremely 
{mall (animal pereviouum ), whichis frequently 
found in Sarprn1ra,j in the filver-mines, which 
creeps into the dark, and whofe bite is vene- 
mous*: now, the gadéode is not a very fmall 
infeét, it avoids not the broad day, and is’ not 
found, or at leaft no one has faid that it was 
found, inthe Ifland of Sarpinia. Itis fcarce- 
ly more poffible to recognize it in the account 
which Prriny has left us of the tetragnathitim 
or fpider with four jaws, and which that na- 
turalift divides into two fpecies;. the one, and 
this is the moft dangerous, having on the 
middle of the head two white lines; and the 
other, whofe movement is flower, having the 
body cinereous and whitith at its extremity f. 

_ As for the mus arancus, or the fpider-rat of the. 
ancient naturalifts, it is defcribed in their writ- 
“ings, asa quadruped, in fuch a manner as not 
to be miftaken: this is the {pider-rat, an ani- 
‘mal well known, and which the ancients may 
have eafily obferved; whereas it is not certain. 
ue Souinus, according to Priny, Polythiff. cap. ix. 


ay Pia. ‘Hift. Nat lib. xxix. fae. iV. 


a Te Hic keaennr that 
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that they have had a knowledge of the gal¢éode; 
an infect fortunately very feldom found in the 
warmeft regions of Europese and Asta. 

I have taken the liberty of making thefe 
critical remarks oniy to dhew, that) according 
to every appearance, the galéode was unknown 
to the ancients; and to give a frefh proof of 
the difficulty of adapting, with precifion, the. 
greater part of the notes {cattered in their 
works, to the animals whofe hiftory we are. 
now writing. However it may be with refpeét 
to thefe probabilities, in inquiring into which 

we lofe much time, while we run the rifk of 
being bewildered, faithful to the plan which 
I have marked out for myfelf, to colleét ob- 
fervations. and faéts, before I reafon on the 
“origin of denominations, and lofe myfelf in 
— vague conjectures, I fhall give, ina few words, 
the defcription of the ealéode aranéoide, or. 
{corpion-{pider, which I had an opportunity 
of obferving in the Levawr, and report what 
is known refpeéting this mifchievous infect. 

- Some very prominent characters approxi | 
‘mate it to the phalangum; its head is, in like. 
manner, confounded with the corfelet, and 
the piece of which they are compofed is nearly 


in the for m of a truncated cone, whofe bafeis | — 


bipaes in front, and ferves as an anterior bor- 
‘. ders 7 
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der: in the middle of this border is a blackith 
tubercle with two eyes, which appeared to me 
to be facetwife; between them, and in front, 
are remarked two other little tubercles, which 
might alfo be taken for eyes; however, I do 
not imagine that they are really fo, but I con- 
fider them rather as peduncles of eye-lathes or 
thick hairs, fome of which, feen through the 
magnifier, appeared truncated and tubular. 
To this piece, which fupplies the place of 
head and corfelet, are attached the organs of 
nutrition, and two pairs of arms or antennule. | 
Two enormous jaws, which the modern French 
entomolovifts.call mandibules, at firft {trike the 
eye; they are larger than the piece itfelf, or 
the head, in front of which they are fixed; 
their form is conical; they adhere to each- 
other by their inner fide; they are hairy, en- 
tire, and not bent like thofe of the faucheur; 
each of thefe jaws is terminated by two brown 
nippers, fcaly, notched underneath, ending in 
a point, bowed in a contrary direétion, and 
crofiing each other at their extremity. I ex- 
amined them both with a lens of great power, 
and I difcovered no opening that could ferve 
as a drain for a _poifonous liquor, as is per- 
_ ceived in the claws of fpiders. It is never- 
_thelefs very certain that this infect is vene- 
e HY mous 


- u 
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mous to an excefs, which leads us to prefumeé 
that the holes, through which its venom is 
emitted, are extremely fmall, and at the fame 
time that the poifon which exudes from them, 
is of an extremely active nature, {ince the very 
minute portion which can, flow from an im- 
perceptible opening, is futficient to occafion 
de ath. > | 
At the origin of the nippers, and under- 
neath, them, ifues a fmall fcaly, cylindrical 
net, terminated in a point, thrown back, and 
laid on the top of the fupport. of the nippers: 
or on the mandible; I am {peaking only of - 
the. individual which I more particularly ob- 
terved ; for I prefume that this appendage is 
no more than one of the diftinélive char acters 
of the fex; underneath thefe fame mandibles,’ 
and in the interval that feparates them, is 
perceived a fmall body, which. Fasrictius 
calls a, lip.in the form of a fucker. This body 
appeared. to:me compofed of a little fhank,- 


haying at its extremity two cylindrical, hairy, “ 
’ pieces, clote to each other. 


The two pairs of arms or antennule are — 
inferted in the lower part of this piece, which — 
I have faid replaces, in the phalangia in ge- 
neral, and in the. galéode in particular, the. 


head and the corfelet; thefe arms are com:) 


( 


_ pofed | 
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_pofed of a feries of joints, almoft all cylindri- | 
cal, befet with long hairs, fome even with 
teeth, and fafhioned much in the fame man- 
ner, except that'the anterior arms ‘are. larger,’ 
and have, befides, at their extremity, a fort of 
knob, or fhort and round joint, which, accord- 
ing to OLIVIER, fhould indicatea male. 
Before I pafs to the belly or the abdomen 
of the infe@, T mult obferve that there exifts 
between it and the corfelet an intermediate 
piece, ferving as a faftening to four pairs of 
feet, which differ effentially from the arms, 

by their having, in addition, ‘a°tarfus formed 
by two or three joints, and at the extremity 
of which are two toes, ‘bent, long, and each 
provided with a fmall brown, fcaly hook: 
The feet, reckoning from thofe Which are the 
neareft to the arms, fucceffively increafe in 
fize; fo that the laft are very long. Pied 
have, in other refpects, .a “particularity very 
remarkable; on: the lower fide of the part 
_ which, by’ comparifon with other animals, 

might be called the ‘hip, are difcovered four 
Giupiita’ appendages: thefe are membranous 
bodies, very thin, and tranfparent, formed by 
a fmall. pedicle, which is furmounted by ‘a 
piece almoft triangular, bent, and concave. 

‘A better comparifon cannot be made of thefe 


H3 appen- 


& 


~ 


| nefs, and thus more eafily efcapes its deftruc- | 


7 
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appendages than to the half of afunnel, which 
has been cut in its height; they approximate — 


the galéodes to the Acorpions, which have; as 


is well known, two bodies in the form of a 


comb, placed near the hind feet.. 


The abdomen is fixed to the piece which . 


anfwers to the corfelet, not by a fhort pedicle, 


‘as in fpiders, but by its greateft tranfverfal 


diameter; it alfo differs from the abdomen of 
fpiders, from its having incifions or rings, 


whereas the coat of that of ipisate is whole 


and continuous. 
The galeode, whofe length is Ses an ‘incl 


has a body of a livid-yellow, and befet vith 


long hairs, and even with prickly ones in fe- 
veral places. It runs with prodigious {wift- 


_tion, in which mankind are interefted, its bite 


being very dangerous, as I haye already men- 


tioned, and its venom very fubtle. The parts 


which are attacked by it fwell in an inftant, | 


and occafion, exceflive pain, followed by cer- 
tain death, if proper remedies be not fpeedily 


‘employed. _Thofe which are moft effectual, 


are oil, as a topical application, together with 

cordials and fudorifics, taken internally. 
The galéode aranéoide, or fcorpion-fpider, is 
met waste in eyeral parts of the Levant, in 
ARABIA, 
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ARABIA, in SyrtA, in PERsra, in Asta Mr- 
Nor, and even in the country comprifed be- 
‘tween the Don and the Vorea, in the en- 
virons of the Caspian SEA, and whofe tem- 
perature is much warmer than might be ex- 
petted, in fuch northerly regions.’ Thefe filthy 
infeéts are there becoming more and more 
common; M. Parvas faw two of them in a 
houfe which he occupied at Zartzyn, and’ 
he was informed that feveral had been killed 
in the habitation of the commandant of that 
fortrefs, during the ftay that he made there. 
However, there was only one perfon who was 
bitten by it, but he was faved by the timely | 
affiftance given him, and he experienced no 

_. other bad confequences than a lar ge {welling 

and fome fharp pains*.. The Arabs, who are 

acquainted with no feitiedy: for the bite of this 

infeét, dread it extremely. 

It is undoubtedly almoft needlefs to men- 
tion that an animal, or rather a four-footed 
-montter, of the fize of a horfe, and, in other 
refpects, fimilar to a fnake, the laminga, which 
Dapper, according to another author equally 

* Travels of M. P.S Patvas in different provinces of . 


the empire of Russia, and in northern Asia, tranflated 
by GauTHier DE LA PEyRONE'E,,§ vol, 4to. page 313. 


ie or ek crédu- 


! 3 ’ 
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credulous, affirms to exift on. Mount Oxrym?+ 
pus, and to devour men, is:only,.an imaginary. 


being, engendered by impofture and credulity, : 
The Ifland of Cyprus is affliéed with a fuf-- 


ficient: number of real ills, without our en- 


deayouring to increafe them | by imaginary 
fcourges, | j | ‘, 


But the greater part, as well as the ae 


sconfiderable, of thefe ills,, are.vices and: dif- 
orders of the adminiftration: ;{hould the Ifland 
of Cyprus ceafe to, be.a; prey: to, the violence: 
and.grofs incapacity, of the goavernment which 


tears it to pieces; fhould repairing hands come. 


thither to fecond the efforts of Nature, . who. 
has done.fo.much, for, this, interefting tland,: 


the {plendour, with which, it) formerly fhone,. . 
and its ancient. pr ofperity,, ‘would revive, and; 
it would {till be again found one of the richeft; 


and moft agreeable countries in the world.) .: 
And had circumflances allowed, had it been 


poflible to ‘obtain: the..confent of the Pormx,: 


or could it have.been forefeen that, refpeét for 


that reftlefs,.. fulpicious, power, Jed away by: 


‘the.infi: ‘nuations of the,enemies of FranceE, 
could have ferved only to excite its refentment, 
the conquett.of the Iland of Cyprus ought, 
perhaps, : to’ have ‘preceded’ that’ of Eeypr. 
The French would there have’ found abun- 

] igs rte 3 any 
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dant means of fubfiftence, and in the Greeks, 
_ by whom it is inhabited, zealous partifans, 
friends who would have weleomed and affifted 
them, inftead of barbarians whom it was ne-. 
ceflary to fight and flaughter; no obftacle 
would have oppofed the landing of the army; 
the fortified places which are there to be found ° 
are difmantledyand fo deftitute of troops and 
military ftores, that they could not have made 
any refiftance. Numerous harhours, which 
it would have been eafy to pnt into a re{pect- 
able’ ftate of defence, would have preferved 
the fleet fecure from all attack; {hips, cruifing 
in the fea of Syrta, would have blocked up 
all its ports; and when the moment flould : 
haye been thought favourable,’ thefe fame 
fhips would, in.a very little time; have con- 
veyed to the coaftof Keypt, anarmy already 
accuftomed to the heat of the climate, and 
reinforced by :Cypriots*. | The debarkation 
being effected, the fleet would have abandoned 
the dangerous: fhores of AruxaNnpria, and 
_Tegained the roads of ‘Cyprus. An eafy, 
aes and continual communication, ‘wedorgae 


g ‘The Ifland of Cesta is eee feventy ie ies 


Alexandria, and the current carries Mucre Bae? very 
rapidly. oh 


jisieno it 
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‘it would fearcely have been poflible for the 
enemy to intercept, would have been efta- 
blithed between the two colonies; the ifland: 
-would have furnithed the continent with pro- _ 
vifions, other fupplies, and particularly wood,’ 

in which Ecyrr is deficient: the fmall num- 

ber of ufeful trees which adorn and cool the 

plains of this latter country, would not have 
been facrificed to the wants of the army, and 
to military erections; the enemy would not 
have had the facility of eftablifhing himfelf at 
Sr. Jean D Acre; defcents would have been | 
effected, as it were, on every point of the coaft 
of Syria;. the defert which feparates it from 
Eoypr would not ‘have coft the lives of many 
brave men) in marches exceflively laborious, 
acrofs arid and burning plains which there is _ 
no drop of water to moiften; in fhort, to the 
glory of breaking the chains of two nations, 
- oppreffed and degraded by ages of flavery, we 
fhould have added the happinefs of reftoring’ 
to liberty, and to their former profperity, a— 
people who are not unworthy of thofe bleffings, 

and whofe gratitude would have» been mani- 
fefted towards their deliverers, by every fort of 
affiftance and, every aét of devotion. fs 
The refources which the poffeffion of the 
Ifand of Cyprus would have afforded for the. 
Me conqueit 
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- conqueft of Ecyrt, would have extended to 
its. prefervation; they would have fecured 
and confolidated the acquifition of a country, 
which, from its pofition, is thé key and the 
emporium of the commerce of three parts of: 
the world, and of which the Roman empe- 
rors, who were acquainted with its importance, 
‘were fo jealous, that they ftri¢tly forbad the 
entrance of it to fenators and generals who 
had not obtained their exprefs permiffion for 
that purpofe, from an apprehenfion that the 
prodigious fecundity and the delights of that 
beautiful and rich country might lead them to . 
attempt, ufurpation. 
This plan of an bcssatiredd blyve: ‘bril- 
liant, however advantageous it may appear, 
was not practicable, no doubt, fince it was not 
adopted ; it could not indeed efcape the pene- 
trating eye and the profound combinations of 
that man of genius who cer tainly perceived, 
in its execution, obftacles fufficiently power- 
ful for rejeCting it; in fa@, it could not but 
have been pleafing to him to emancipate from 
the moft tyrannical oppreflion, and to reftore 
to its ancient {tate of fplendour, a.country to 
which its flourithing fituation had occafioned 
to be given the epithet happy, the juit appli- 
cation of which is fo valuable and fo rare; 
he ROSS aM ; Lae and, 
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and we muft fuppofe that political confidera: 
tions of great weight oppofed this more ex, 
tenfive development of the views which | Hite. 
rected the expedition to. Ley Pr; jiev: . id 

However, and it is fufficiently maniféft, the ) 
ideas which I have juft traced, the refult of my — 
obfervations on’ the very, places, and) of any 
meditations, can’ have no/aerit: but in. the 
eyes of philofophy; and it: is, well known. that 
philofophy is frequently at yariance! witly polit 
tical arrangements. Little accuftomed to the | 
latter, lam fcarcely acquainted with any policy, 
but that of humanity,; the fiudy of which has. 
been eafy to me; I have, found it im my. 
heart.......But [,refume the-fequel, of my. mar-— 
ration. | | orig Se dovowed Fee 
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ae af the polacre. —Goat -fucker. SCha 

of Caramania. — Caftel-Roffo. — Birds. — 

Currents.—Turkifh caracel.—Turkifh navy. 

, Efforts of the Turks for improving their 

nacy.—Want of forefight of France.—Bo- 

-nito.— Danger incurred bi yy the polacre. — 
’ Put into Rhodes. —Gulf donee 


: 


Ox the 19th of Osober, tat is, the third’ 
_ day after our departure fram ALEXANDRIA, 
the wefterly wind, which blew direétly in our, 


teeth from the Ifland of Canpia, whither we 


were.bound, drove us out of our courfe, al- 


though it was not yet very violent, nor the 


fea very high. Our little vetfely which failed | 
rather ill, did not work much better; bid 
from my converfations with the captain, 1. 


had no reafon to conceive a high idea of his 
{killin navigation.’ He related to me, for in- 
ftance, as a very fimple event, ' that the pre- 


ie year he had loft, on the coaft of St-’ 


Mod 


_ 
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erLy, the veffel, which he then commanded, 
becaufe, having made a miftake in his reckon- - 
ing, he thought himfelf far from the land, at 
the very moment when {fhe was caft away on_ 
it. But his features changed, his voice faul- 
tered, and big tears, long-reftrained, fell from 
his eyes, and trickled down the wrinkles with 
which age had furrowed his face, when he 
fpoke to me of another accident, in the re- 
collection of which he was: wholly abforbed. 
A few years ago his only fon, who failed with ~ 
him in thefe fame. feas of the Levant, had, 
in a heavy gale, been cruthed to death under. 
his eyes, between the veffel and the boat. He — 
was inconfolable at this lofs, and his head was 
really affected by it. , | 

This day there was taken, on the after-part 
of the veffel’s deck, a goatfucker, a bird which, 
notwithitanding its incapacity to fly far, and 
the weaknefs of its eyes, is not, on that ac- 
count, the lefs a roving bird *. 

On the 20th, we began to difcover the Botte 
of CAaRAMANIA; we-were then toffed about 
by a very heavy fea, raifed by an impetuous 


-* Engoulewent. Burron, Hitt. Nat. des Oifeaux, et 
crapoud-wolant des planches enluminées,No. 193, fig. - _— 
Caprimulgus Europaus. Linn. 


and 
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and ftill contrary wind. We continued to 
fiand in for the land, in order to take advan- 
tage of the light breezes which blow thencé 
_ during the Albian for a veffel might ftruggle 
Modi offing, a long time and in vain, againft 
the ivetteely winds, common in thefe feas. 
However, this coaft of the part of Cara- 
5 MANTA, which anciently formed Pampuyutia, 
is fafe, according to the feaman’s phrafe; I 
mean that it is wafhed by deep waters, and 
that fhips may range very clofely along it, 
without fear of running aground. Its, in 
general, elevated, arid, and much broken by 

numerous interfections; but behind this coaft, 
- mountains, clothed with a gloomy green, an- 
nounced that they are covered with wood. 
There, in fa@t, grow vaft forefts, an important: 
refource for hip: -building, and which the Turks 
neglect or deftroy, as it were, for the fake of 
deftruction. | 

‘The moft eaftern cape of the Gulf of Sa- 
TALIA, anciently ATTatia, from the name of 
ATTALUS PHILADELPHUS, king of PgyRGA- 
Mus, who had there founded a colony, lay: 
ahead of our veffel; we foon faw the little. 
Ifland of Casrez-Rosso, oppofite the pro- 
montory which bore the name-of Sacred, and’ 
the moft advanced towards the fouth of this _ 

| ~ part 
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part of the coaft; from which it is fearcely 
feparated. A very good harbour is there open 
to navigators; but, within it, isa great depth 
of water, and veffels are obliged to anchor in 
fixty or eighty fathoms. On the fummit of 
the rock, which forms this ifland, is a forti- 
fied caftle; but nothing is to be feen there 
that has any reference to its prefent deno- 
mination; nothing red appears there;, and we 
may prefume, with the learned Englifh tra- 
veller Pococx,: that this is the ifland near 
which there was a road for fhipping, and 
which Priny calls Roge*, a denomination — 
_of which has. been made, by corruption, in 
Italian Rosso, and Rouvce im French fF. 

A flock of little land-birds, whofe fpecies I 
could not diftinguith, {kimmed along the fur- 
face of the water, directing their courfe to the, 
fouth, and, like fo many other travelling fami- 
lies of the fame clafs, proceeded to the warm. 
plains of Ecypr, in order.to pafs there the 
winter. A confiderable flight of crows, like- 
‘wife come from the lands of Caramayta, fol- 
lowed the fame direétion, but flew at a greater 
height. (> -» 
ee Lib. vite cap. XXXxv. 

+ Pocock’s Fy raeels: book iy. chap. i. oe 
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We remarked, and this obfervation is well 
‘known to navigators who frequent thefe feas, 
‘that, along the coaft of Caramania, the 
currents fet to the fouth-wefts their impulfe 
was. favourable to us, and diminifhed the 
action of the wefterly wind, which did not 
quit us during the day. However, it had loft 
much of its ftrength; from the morning of 
the 22d the fea had fallen, and the different 
afpects of the land, which our continual 
change of fituation rendered very diverfified, 
made of our voyage an agreeable excurfion. 
Towards the fea, we alfo had objeéts which in- 
terrupted its tirefome famenefs: fome veffels 
were failing near ours, and in the midft of. 
them rofe, like a floating mountain, a cara- 
vel belonging to the Grand Signior: thus 
are called the fhips of war of the Turkith 
navy; their elevation above the water is ex- 
eeffive; their {tern is, befides, of a difpropor- 
tionate height. This ftructure, which gives 
great hold to the wind even on the hull of 
the veffel, occafions her to be difficult to 
‘manage, and expofes her to make confidera- 
ble lee-way, as well as to all the violence of 
the thocks of a heavy fea: in an aétion, the 
enemy's fhot find a greater furface to ftrike; 
the veffel is a heavy failer, and not fure in 

VOU, I. 1 ftays, 
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{tays ; added to this, the rigging is incom-_ 
plete and confounded ; the artiller y, entirely 
of brafs, is compofed of pieces of different 
ccalibres, which makes. it tedious and difficult — 
to ferve them, and the gun-decks, being.al- 
ways lumbered, likewife clog a fervice, which 
‘the difference of the weight. of metal necef- 
farily renders confufed. From fuch great de- 
fects in the conftruction and rigging of the 
Turkith men of war, and even the nature of 
the wood with which they are built, it 1s 
eafy to remark the infancy or rather the bar- 
barifm of navigation. 

And the men who conduét thefe gaeey 
maffes, are alfo the moft ignorant in the world. 
There are few among them who are familiarly | 
acquainted with the ufe of the compafs, who | 
know how to find and mark their route on - 
a chart, who are capable of obferving the al- ~ 
titude of the fun above the horizon, when it 
paffes the meridian, in order to afcertain the 
latitude; nor is there one who has any idea 
of geography. It may be remembered that, 
in the courfe of. the laft war between the 
Ruffians and the Turks, 1t was impoflible to 
perfuade the latter that the Ruffian fleets could 
reach CoNSTANTINOPLE, by another route 
than by the Brack Sea. In vain was pointed 

© out 
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eit to Bye’ on the sues the route which 
brought fhips from the Baxtic into the Ar- 


’ CHIPELAGO; the divan, in which fat the high 


admiral himfelf, perfifted in confidering the 
thing as impracticable; and it was not till 
the enemy’s fleet arrived in the-feas of Tur- 
KEY, that the poffibility of this voyage began 
to obtain credit. — 

__ Accordingly thipwrecks, accidents of every 
fort, frequently happen in the very confined 
courfe of voyages fo ill-dire¢ted ; and if fome 
of the mariners difplay more capacity or ex- 


‘perience, thefe are not Turks; they are na- 


tives of Barsary or Greeks. The latter 
furnifh all the pilots to the Ottoman navy, 
and, among the modern Greeks, are difco- 
vered the defcendants of thofe who were the 
mafters of the Romans in the art of naviga- 


tion. But, whatever may be: their difpofi- 


tions, and even their long and ancient prac- 


tice in the carrying-trade, they can by no 


means be confidered as fkilful feamen, and. 
they are deficient in inftruétion, without 
which it is impoffible to become fo. 

Yet to their hands were intrufted almoft all 
the merchant-thips belonging to the Turks; 
aud the latter had no great confidence in 
them; independently of the fear with which : 
j IQ / a 
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they were infpired by the Maltefe armaments, 
they almoft always preferred loading their 
goods on board European veffels; the govern- 
ment itfelf alfo gave a preference to foreign 
fhipping, particularly in regard to fupplying 
the capital with provifions, an objeét on 
which the miniftry have always had their eyes, 
becaufe when it happens to fail, infurreétions | 
and misfortunes fpread in a tumultuous and 
frequently-agitated city. | 
However, the Turks, inftruéted by the ill — 
fortune of a war difaftrous to their navy, made, 
within thefe few years, fome efforts for extri- 
cating it from its rude infancy; in dock-yards, 
under the direction of {kilful French builders, 
drier and founder wood was employed in ¢on- 
firucting fhips on ‘a more advantageous feale. 
The court of VERsAILLEs made a prefent to 
that of ConstantTiInoPLe of a thip of the 
line and of feveral frigates, with the ufe of 
which, in fleets, the Turks were unacquainted ; | 
while French engineers eftablifhed fchools of 
navigation and cannon-founderies. Such po- 
licy could originate only in improvident 
minds; the very flourifhing trade, which en- 
riched. the French in the Levant, had no 
other bafis than the ignorance and pufillani- 
mity of the Turks: by inftruéting them to — 
| difpenfe 


% 


GREECE AND TURKEY. 119 


difpenfe with foreign aid, to afcend to the 
rank of enlightened nations, was to teach 
them to do without us; it was to pave the 


way to the ruin of our commer ce, and to pre- 
‘pare for us a formidable enemy in a people 


who, till then, had nothing to oppofe to us 
but weaknefs and inexperience. 


. The rage for fetting ourfelves up as inftruc- 


° . fos 
tors to foreign nations, a rage {pecious from 


an appearance of greatnefs and generofity, 


and which, in reality, is but the fruit of a 
falfe philofophy and of erroneous combina- 
tions, has frequently become fatal to us; and 


to go no farther than the example with which 


the Ottomans furnifh us of this truth, can it 


be fuppofed that, at the prefent day, they 


would have ventured to declare againft us a 


maritime war, in which they difplay remark- 
able activity, had they not been inftruéted, 


in our own fchool, in the art of fighting us? 


It is to our leffons alone that they owe ae fuc- > 


cefs which they have had againft us, rather 
than to the advice and affiftance of other na- 
tions, which would\never have been able to 
derive any advantage from this, had it not 
been taught long ago to know its ftrength 


and to make ufe of it. 
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“The prefentimént of what has happened in 
our days had not efcaped the genius of 4 
great philofopher, who, under the agreeable 
and light mafk of pleafantry, knew how to 
difguife and prefent truth, and the criticifn 
of the follies of governments. The reader 
may recolleé thofe lines of Vorrarre, if 
which he anfwers a bookfeller who offers him 
a néw work on military ta¢tics: : 
© Allez, de Belzébuth déteftable libraire, 
“< Portex votre taétique au chevalier de Tott, 
“ Qui fait marcher les Turcs au nom de Sabaoth; 


“ (eff lui qui de canons couvrant les. Dardanelles, 
© A tuer les chrétiens inftruit les infidéles *,” 
| A 


But in vain does Philofophy taife her voice; 
the is not, in general, heard but by thofe whofe 
power is limited to thé practice of her pre- 
cepts in obfcurity, and who have no influence 


* ATTEMPTED IN ENGLISH. 


» Vender of books, deteftable as hell, 
_ To Chevalier de Tott thy. tactics fell, 
That vile artificer of murd’rous work, 
‘The war’s whole art EXponne to the Turk, 
That infidels may learn to guard their fhore, 
And bathe their impious hands in chriftian gore. 
Tranflator 


in 
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in public affairs. It is not that people do nat 
often borrow her. language, and endeavour 
to drefs themfelves in her livery ;' but every 
thing is confined to “fteril declamation, and 
deceitful appearances ; and: as, in thefe latter 
times; true liberty was never more mifunder- 
ftood than fince it was inceffantly. talked of, 
- philofophy is likewife in every mouth,’ and is 
feldom reduced to action. A dark and waver- 
ing policy fupplies her place: yet hiftory re- 
. prefents to us the latter as a powerful weapon 
in the hands of Ambition, when it’is withed | 
to fport with the fate of nations, and tear hu- 
man nature to pieces*. 

On the 22d, towards the evening, a mul- 
titude of fithes of the fmall {pecies of tunney, 
which the French feamen of the MepiTER- 
RANEAN Call palamide{ (bonito), appeared all 
at once near the fhip; they divided with ex- 
treme rapidity the furface of the waves, which 
they caufed to bubble, and they darted fome- 
times out of the water by quick and tumul- 
_tuous leaps; thefe fudden paffages of fifhes, 
{wimming in clofe columns, are, in the eyes 
of navigators, a certain prefage of bad wea- 


* This was written before the 18th Brumaire. 
+ Scomber pelamis—Linn. 
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ther. In faét, the dky was charged with va- 
pours, and the horizon began to be covered 
with clouds, which, to the north-weft, were 
interfected. by fone vivid. and repeated flathes 
of lightning. The captain, faint and trem- 
bling, told me that it. was uncommon to {fail 
in thefe feas; without encountering fome vio- 
lent ftorm; he added that, the year before, 
he had been caught in a gale of wind, which 
had put him in the greateft danger. In con- 
fequence, he ordered feveral fails to be taken 
in, although the weather was yet very fine, 
and. employed fome precautions which were 
not attended with great fuccefs. , 

_ After having exhorted my timid {kipper to 
courage and vigilance, I went to bed and 
fell into a found fleep. But on the 22d, at 
two.o’clock in the morning, I was awakened 
by a great noife and by cries of ‘‘ The ares, 
** the aves! Cut! cut awayf’ I fprang on 
deck, and I faw that, notwithftanding his 
alarms and precautions, the captain had not 
the lefs fuffered himfelf to be furprifed by a 
very heavy fquall, which, burfting all at once 
on the vefifel, {till prefied with more fail than 
fhe could carry, had overpowered her to fuch 
a degree that fhe was -almoft half under 
water, and ‘on the point of being entirely 


buried 
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ee. in the waves. We contrived to right 

r, by cutting fome of the running rigging 
Ba fplitting a fail; a few moments more, 
and we fhould have been {wallowed up. I 
eomplimented the captain on his {kill, and 
‘returned to my bed, fully promifing my‘felf 
not to make a long voyage, under the gui- 
dance of fuch feamen. _ 

In the morning, we found ourfelves near 
eee a frefh a eeze from the north-weft 
and a heavy fea prevented us from follow- 
ing our route. Obliged to ply to windward 
with a bad veffel, we laboured a great deal 
without gaining any way; the fame obifta- 
cles only continuing to increafe, the cap- 
tain, tired of making ufelefs efforts, deter- 
mined to enter the harbour of Ruobgs, 
where we anchored on the ia at four o’clock 
in the afternoon. 

T obferved that the coaft of CARAMANTA, 
from Castrexz-Rosso to the entrance of the 
Gulf of Macrt, is lefs elevated than that 
which is to the eaftward of this ifland; but it 
is equally perpendicular, divided by large 
ravines, and of a rock white and arid. _ 

The caravel, of which we had not loft fight, 
made fail in order to enter the Gulf of Ma- 
. ERY, where fhe found an anchorage more fuit- : 
eit gsi able 


/ 
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able than that of Ruopes. ‘This great bight 
is oppofite to the city of Ruopes, andtothe . 
eaft of it; the ancients called it Gravcus 
Sinus, from the name of the river Guaucus, 
which difcharges its waters to it. A town of 
Carta, of which Priny has made mention*, 
has given it its prefent denomination, which 
the navigators of Provence disfigure hy that — 
of Mrcre, Golfe dela Mercere. At the 
head of this gulf are difcovered fome very fine 
remains of antiquity, in the ruins of the 
ancient town of 7rrmissus. M. pe Cuorsé 
sruUL-GourFliER has defcribed and caufed 
to be drawn fome parts of them in his fuperb 
work on GrEeEcEt. In it are to be feen the 
magnificent fragments of a theatre and fome 
funéral monuments that. atteft the grandeur 
and opulence of TzLmtssus, which time and 
the Turks have converted into heaps of rubbith. 
_ The Gulf of Macri affords to thipping ex- 
cellent havens, capable of containing fleets: 
There are fome very retired, which were fre: 
quented by a few veffels concerned in the 
caravane or carrying-trade, during the three 

. Glaucumque wer fus anmnent Pie Sch ee. Didyma. _ 
Prin. lib. cap. xxxl. 

+ Voyage Pittore/que de la GiaaVol! ie page ‘116 and . 
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winter months when navigation in tie Ane 
CHIPELAGO is flack, and more dangerous. 

There, they paffed the bad feafon in full fe- 
curity; the crews were employed in refitting 
the veffels, and in cutting wood, with which 
they loaded them in order to convey it to 
places where it was wanted, and where they 
fold it. This wood coft only the trouble of 
felling it; the fineft trees were at. the difpofal 
of the firft comer; and I have been always 
aftonithed that France never thought of 
procuring timber for fhip-building in thefe. 
great infulated forefts, the prefervation of 
which no one fuperintended. Thefe folitary, 
winter-retreats were not without amufements; : 
the abundance and variety of game and fith 
- ehecquered the pleafure of thooting and fith- 
ing, and the refources of the table; on the 
other hand, no interruption was to be appre- - 
hended onthe part of the inhabitants; and 
this is not a trifling advantage in a country | 
where men are the moft dangerous of all the 
living beings that can be met with. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIL. 


Vice-conful of Rhodes. —Con/fils in the Lev ant 
—Buad policy of the French government to- 
wards the Turks. —Ifland and city of Rhodes. 
— Rats. —Dock- yards. —Coloffics of Rhodes. 
—Statues. — Climate and fertility of the 
ifland.—Its names.—Comparifon of its for: 
mer Sipe with its Dalene pluation,. 4 


geet by the melancholy folitude 
‘of my httle veffel than by. the inconveniences 
which I had experienced,. I. haftened to quit 
her as foon as the anchor was. dropped in .the 
harbourof Ruopes. I prefented myfelf at — 
the houfe of the French Vice-conful, the only 
one of the nations of Europe who refided 
in the ifland. He did not live in the city of 
’ Ruopes, -but took up his refidence, without 
the walls of the town, in a {mall Greek vil- 


lage, which may be confidered as a fuburb. + 


At M***s, I experienced the moft polite re- 

ception and civilities beyond thofe which rou- 

tine has confecrated, and which, neverthelefs, 
travellers” 


aye 
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travellers do not always meet with. We fee 

but too frequently the man to whom the go- 
vernment intrufts fome authority in foreign 
countries, him above all who is blinded by 
felf-love to fuch a degree as to perfuade him- 
felf that he changes his nature, and is no 
longer the fame man, as foon as he gets into 
place, put on a cold and difgufting hauteur, 
which he takes for the becoming, but affable, 
tone of dignity; fear the approach of the ob- 
ferver fufficiently clear-fighted to perceive his 
folly and at times fomething worfe; 1m -thort, 
put into play a multitude of little fprings, 
among which incivility and want of refpect 
are the moft powerful in the eyes of the deli- 
cate traveller, in order to keep him ata dif- 
tance; and, as I have heard fome of them 
fay, to get rid of troublefome inquiries. Jea- 
lous, befides, of the information that an en- 
lightened obferver gathers, in countries which 
the greater part of the perfons of whom I 
am {peaking did no more than inhabit; con- 
ceiving that obfervations of every kind of 
which moft of them were incapable, ought, 
like the official concerns of their adminittra- 
tion, to remain an affair of office, and be 
tranfmitted’ but by them alone, they em- 
. ployed 
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Ff 
ployed their influence to create him obfta- 
cles and to thwart him in his projects. : 
Thefe refleétions, which my meeting with 
proud men, though with fo few motives for 
being fo, had fuggefted to me in the Levant 
and in the colonies, did not occupy my. mind 
at Ruopes. A friend to the fciences, M*** 
honoured and loaded with crvilities thofe who 
cultivated them, and his zeal could be com- 
pared only to the amiable hofpitality, which 
he took a pleafure in exercifing towards them. 
He employed his leifure hours in collecting 
- various articles of curiofity, which he took 
great care to fend to France to the learned 
focieties; a fomewhat confiderable number of 
medals, both of the Ifle of Ruoprs and of 
Caramanta, had been acquired by him and 
addreffed to the Academy of Belles Lettres of © 
Paris; and that company had charged M. 
Dacter with their correfpondence with M***. 
It was to be regretted that his education in 
_fome way was not always equal to shis good 
will; he had, for inftance, fingular notions — 
of natural hiftory. Whatever I could fay to 
him, he confidered falamanders, common in 
his ifland, as incombuftible animals, and able 
to live in fire. *His cook had found one of 
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them, he affured me, in the middle of the 
hotteft brazier, as in its natural element: he 
took a delight in fhewing it to me, preferved 
in. fpirits. of wine; and his prepoffeffion was fo. 
ftrong, that he did not notice that the reptile 
had its feet burnt. He infifted too that I 
fhould take charge, for the cabinet of natural 
hiftory, of a piece of ftone, the form of which 
made him believe that it was a very extraor- 
dinary human petrification ; his perfuafion, in 
this refpect, was fo complete, that, in a me- 
morandum annexed to the prefent, he ex- 
prefied his with that fome fkilful hand might 
take off the firft ftony cover, under which he 
did not doubt that there would be difcovered 
the integuments, the glands, the fibres, and 
all the moft delicate parts of living nature. 
Thefe trifling miftakes, which we fhould 
not have taken the trouble to remark in other 
perfons lefs animated with a love for ‘the 
feiences, became, in fome meafure, refpecta- 
ble in M***, becaufe they were a proof of 
his-with to render himfelf ufeful in every linc; 
but that in which he diftinguifhed himfeif 
moft, was the exercife of his functions. Not 
one of the confuls in the Levant had ac- 
_ quired a more deferved confideration on the 
part of the commanders of French thips of 
war; 
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war; not one had more generally gained the 
refpect and confidence of the captains of 
our merchant-veffels. kle had frequently to 
ftrugele in favour of the latter againft the 
Nazir, or intendant of the navy; who com- 

manded at RHODES, in the abfence of the 
pacha. ‘This Turkith officer, an ill-difpofed 
man and an enemy of the Europeans, fought 
every opportunity of vexing them. The 
French veffels which put into Ruopes,. were 


often the object of the extortions of the 


greedy Muffulman, as well as of M***’s 
courageous energy in defending them. This 
is a juftice, which all the perfons who took 
any intereft in the trade of the Levant, felt 
a pleafure in rendering to him; and my wor- 
thy and unfortunate friend, the refpeétable 
and. feeling )D’ ENTRECASTEAUX in. particu- 
lar, who, acre BK different cruifes in the 


~Arcutpeztaco, had been witnefs of the ex- 


aggerated claims of the Nazir.and of M***’s 


bold refiftance, frequently fpoke of the late: 


ter in the moft honourable terms, and la- 
mented his ill fuccefs in not obtaining Te- 
paration for the outrages which the French 

experienced at RuopEs. 
D’Entrecasteaux had, on fome occa- 
fions, joined his complaints to thofe of the 
confal ; 


& 
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conful; but it was ‘to no purpofe, and they 
produced only a dry and haughty letter, bor- 


dering on impertinence, from the French am- 


baffador at ConstantinopLe. M*** re- 
ceived it at the time when I was'at Ruopes, 
and he was fo mortified at it, that he, from 
that moment, refolved to refign a poft which 


~ he loft all hopes of occupying honourably, 


al 


-and in which he muft have been long re- 


preted. 
- Such was the condud of the Feeweh g0- 
vernment in TurkeEy; it there fhewed itfelf 


complaifant to excefs, and tolerant even to 
-meannefs. .It made nothing of abandoning 


its delecates, when,, penetrated with their 
duties and the importance of their fun¢tions, © 
they difplayed any firmnefs. ‘Lhe Turks. were 
become fo habituated to this pufillanimous — 
condefcenfion, that it was not uncommon: to 
fee them break out againft the French in the . 
moft ferious exceffes, which remained un- 
punithed. The affaffination of -our conful at 
ALEXANDRIA was not reyenged; nor was 
more fatisfaction obtained refpecting the two 


_French interpreters, who, in the exercife of 


their functions, were delivered up, in Syria, 
to the horrible punifhment of the baftinado — 
on the foles of the feet; and one of whom 

pt MO RTL Fy Was expired | 


* 
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expired, under the blows, and the other was 
deprived, for the teft of his days, of the 
power of walking™, _ A thoufand other out- 
rages have been hice wife unpunihed; and the 
protection which the French enjoyed in Tur- 
KEY was rather the effect of the good will of 
the Turks than of the vigour of the French 
Gov ernment, | ( | 
Our ambafladors at CONSTANTINOPLEpaid 
little attention to the complaints which reach- 
ed them from all parts of the Lzvan'r: they 
took good care not to difturb their own tran- ~ 
quillity, and to expofe their own dignity, by - 
importuning the Ottoman minifters with par- 
tial remonftrances; thefe remained in obli- 
vion, as did they who addreffed them under 
6ppreffion and injuftice. Like the envoys to 


the other powers, confining themfelves to the o 
| fole politics of courts, the French ambafladors — 


dt ConSTANTINOPLE Wifhed alfo to appear 
occupied only by politics, in a country where. 
~ there are none; and, in order to affect to give — 
themfelves up entirely to an imaginary labour, — 
- they had for a long time been foliciting the 


“fT have given the particulars of thefé crimes in my 
Travels in Upper and Lower Fyre vol. i. page 119 and fol- 
lowing. — 


“ chablithaient 


ee 
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eftablifhment of a general conful, who, re- 
fiding in the capital of the " Purkith empire, 


: might. rid them of boniiicrert affairs, which 


they difdained. © 9. | 
And this haughty indifference, fo sti. 
cial ‘to the interefts of the nation, was not 
always peculiar to the former delegates. Some 
confuls, of the number of thofe who, as Vow 
rarRE faid, thought themfelves Roman con- 
fuls, fet up too for agents in diplomatic affairs, 
although, by their inftitutions, they were’ 
agents in commerce. They confidered as 
beneath them honourable and ufeful func- 
tions, in order to create for themfelves frivo- 
fous and imaginary ones: they affumed a tone 
of dignity and importance, which, in the | 
eyes of many people, are the equivalents of 
merit, and they converted themfelves into — 
ambaffadors.. I faw, at ALEXANDRIA, acon-. 
ful, who, in the lait war againft the Englihh, - 
did not fail to notify the military events. 
which came to his knowledge, through” old 
gazettes, to the Serdar, the Mamaltik who 
commatided there, and who was abfolutely — 
ignorant that war had broken out in Evro Pe, 
and even that there exifted any difference be- e 
tween the French and the Englith, whom he 
alike confounded and defpifed under ‘the 


“ 


K 2 | name 
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name of Franks, and not unfrequently under — 
that of dogs. As foon as he was informed of - 
the firft hoftilities, this fame conful iffued an 
ordinance, by which he forbad five or fix. 
French factors .fettled at ALEXANDRIA, “to 
hold any .communication with two or three 
Englith factors who were likewife there, or- 
even to fpeak to them. Thus, ina moment, 
he defiroyed the old and neceffary intimacy | 
which reigned on a foreign and defolate land, — 
between a fmall number of men fharing the, 
fame anxieties, the fame dangers, and having 
no recreation and diverfion but in parties, . 
which, though formed by fubjeéts of inimical 
governments, prefented . only a Monin of 
friends. i 
Accordingly, with the exception of,a finall 
number of confuls who ftill diftinguifhed 
themfelves by extenfive knowledge, and by 
a worthy exercife of their functions, it was 
lamentable to fee the interefts of commerce, 
thatis, one of the moft certain fources of na-— 
‘tional profperity, configned to ignorant and 
unexperienced hands. Under the reign of 
Lours xtv. a period when our commercial — 
_ operations in the Levant were more flou- 
rifhing, our privileges more extenfive, and — 
the French more crepe ied in Turxey, the 
+3, | contuls 
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confuls who refided there were taken from 
the clafs of merchants, better qualified than 
any others to give to commerce a ftrong Im- 
pulfe, and to ‘dived its concerns with greater 
fuccefs. Indeed, fuch choices, the cuftom 
of which the Dutch have pr eferved, were far 
preferable to thofe of giddy youths fent from 
Parts, under Louis xvi. to feandalize the 
fea-port towns in the Levant by their igno-- 
rance and inutility. The greater part of the 
old confuls, whofe long experience, in a coun- 
try where nothing can fupply its place, be- 
came, as well as old fervices, inconteftable 
motives for being continued, had been re- 
placed by men no lefs ftrangers to trade than 
to the cuftoms of the Orientals; by men 
among whom we might in vain have looked 
for other titles to the place which they occu- ' 
pied, than the favour which had placed them 
in it; by men, in fhort, who were caten up 
by the foolifh vanity of confidering them- 
felves and of aéting as ambaffadors. 
_ Thence it happened that, in order to-com- 
-penfate for the ignorant indifference of peo- 
ple of acknowledged incapacity, local affairs 
remained in the hands of the droguemans, 
or interpreters attached to the confulates. 
Thefe ufeful men, among whom I have known 
Be fe CORSE. | a Oe 
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fome yery eftimable ones, were, from their ine 
fancy, ’ born. or bred at ConsTANTINOPLF, 
where national ener gy grew weak, and where 
they contraGted the habit of dreading the 
Muffulmans. Clothed like the Turks, oid be- 
come, as it were, foreigners to their country 
by. their manners and sheds conuexions, they 
introduced, in their concerns with the men in 
power, the uncafy timidity of perfons fubjeéted 
to oriental defpotifm ; the quivering accents 


_of weaknefs were frequently fubftituted to the’ 
‘tone of dignity; and on thofe occafions in 


which it was neceflary to fpeak with firmness, 
they frequently employed nothing but humble 
reprefentations. What idea could the Turks 


form of a government which expreffed itfelf 
no otherwife than by weak and trembling or- 


-gans? Thus it is that Franc® daily loft her 
-eredit and confequence in Turkey, that 
breaches of refpeét and juftice were accumu- 


lated, and that the way was paved to the en= 


tire lofs of her influence and commerce. 

- If, among the agents in the Levan, there 
were any who, penetrated with the importance 
of their functions and the extent of their 
duties, employed all their means to fupport 
the honour of the flag of Francr; and the 


interett of her trade, not by the barren ex- - . 


1 | ‘terior 
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terior of fhew and oftentation, but by a con- 
duét at once wife and firm, refpect without — 
- fervility, a ferupulous attention to avoid every 
thing that might difpleafe the authorities 
near. which they were placed, and give them | 
umbrage, yet at the fame time not to fuffer 
any infringement on the rights fixed by trea- 
ties; the latter, I fay, contenting themfelves 
with being ufeful without poinp, and with 
rendering unportant fervices without knowing 
the art of making the moft of them, re- 
mained without advancement, and, in gene- 
ral, fickened by difguft, like the refpeCtable 
conful at Ruopes. | 

This Ifland of Asta, which the obfervae 
tions of M. CuazeL.es place in latitude 369 
26, is much longer than it is broad; its 
greateft Jenyth, in a direétion froin north to 
fouth, is about twelve leagues; it is but fix. 
in breadth, and its circuit is commonly efti- 
mated at forty-four leagues. Its form is 
nearly triangular, whence it obtained the 
-naine of 7rinacria, which it bore in former 
times, with a great many others. 
_ The city which bears the fame name of 
Ruopes, and which is the capital of the 
ifland as well as the chief feat of its govern- 
ment, is fituated to the north-eaft. It is for- 
? | BA tified, 
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tified; and its ramparts partake of the ftate 
of neglect and decay of every thing that is 
in the hands of the Turks. But proud re- 
collections are attached to them, and will pre- 
fervée thefn eternally in the memory of man-— 
kind; they will, to the lateft pofterity, bea 
teftimony of what valour can achieve againft. 
the moft formidable forces, valour which 
duty and a fenfe of honour alone infpired, 
and which was neither fullied by the ambi- 
tion of conquefts, nor the allurement of the 
fpoils of the vanquifhed.. It was on this 
theatre of glory that ViLLirrs DE VILE 
Apam, loaded with years and with the palms 
of heroifm, and who, to be one of the moft 
renowned. generals in the world, wanted no 
more than the command of a large army, 
infpiriting a handful of combatants already 
multiplied by their own courage, long checked | 
the attacks and efforts of the victorious arms 
of the proud Sortman. Hiftory has tranf- 
‘mitted to us the unheard-of prodigies which: 
rendered illuftrious the defence of RuopeEs. 
SoLrman’s triumph, which coft him a hun- 
dred thoufand of ‘his beft troops, was at leaft’ 
not profaned by acts of atrovioufnefs and bar- 
barity; and he cave not the example of the 
alone cruelty, ‘which, in contempt of 


folemn 


‘ 
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folemn conventions, the lieutenant of one of . 
his fucceffors, a warrior who knew only how 
to be ferocious, exercifed, at the capture of 
Famacusta, towards its, valiant defender. 
The Ottoman prince was acquainted with all 
the value of courage; he underftood how to 
appreciate it, and pay it homage even in his 
enemies: he loaded the grand ‘matter Vite 
tiers DE L’Ire Apam with attention and de- 
ference, and endeavoured to make him for- 
get the blow which the fate of arms had ‘juft 
given him 
Abandoned by the reft s EvuROPE, the | 
knights of the order of Sr. Joun or Jenusa- 
LEM were forced to evacuate Ruopes, and 
earry to Matra the remnant of their own 
body, which had efcaped from the fword of 
the Muffulmans; there, they "acquired freth 
_ claims to the admiration of future ages; there, 
their heroifm was a long time maintained by 
a crowd of glorious actions. But the forget- 
fulnefs of refpeétable, yet degenerated inftitu- 
tions, an empty fhew of obedience to old 
-cuftoms, and a frivolous vanity, affumed the 
_ place of a noble and juft pride; licentioufnefs, 
that powerful mean of defiruétion to ancient 
inftitutions, which time itfelf had refpected, 
changed the face of an apnciaticn whofe: bril- 


liant 
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be 


. & 


jiant career reckoned a great number of years 


of glory; and, at the expiration of a few days 


of irrefolute defence, it annihilated itfelf, by — 


giving up the laft afylum of its honourable 


| exiftence to an. army ‘much lefs numerous, 


aa 


but, indeed, much more for midabie than tha 


of SoLiMaNn. 

In feveral places Ar the city of Ruopes j are 
ftill to be feen marks of the ancient. potiettion 
of the order of St. JoHN oF JERUSALEM; 


a long {treet there preierves the name of Ruz~ 


DBS aeran ine: it is perfectly ftraight, and 


_ formed of old houfes, on which. remain the 


armorial. bearings of the members of the or- 
der. Some of thefe buildings ftill exhibit the 
arms of the Pope; and it is ‘rather aftonifhing — 
that the Turks, confummate mafters in the 


‘infernal art of deftruction, have refpeéted 


thefe emblems’ of the fovereignty of the ca-_ 
— tholic ponuff whom they hold in abhorrence, 


secaufe they confider him as the natural and 


| Heecougileble enemy of their religion. How- 


ever, we ceafe to be furprifed at this fort of | 


inconfifiency in the aétions of the Muflul- 
mans, when we have {cen them, im our days, 
fly to arms, and take a very active part in a) 
way, one of the motiyes of which 18 the re- 

efta ablifhment 


a 
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eftablifhment of the court of Rome and ‘of . 
the order of Maura. | 

‘The ancient church of Sr. Joun is become 
_ the principal mofque; the hofpital has been 
transformed into. public granaries, ,and the 
palace of the grand matter, falling into ruins, © 
is almoft paeee deferted. The harbour ittelf 
has, in a manner, changed its face ; it no | 
longer is that bafin, whofe deep waters afford- 
ed a commodious fhelter to fhips of every fize; 
no longer are thofe quays enlivened by all the 


 aétivity of a flourifhing trade. . It is now little 


frequented, except by Greck boats, and bya 
few merchant-veflels which put in there; it is 
half choked up, and fhips of war are obliged 
- to caft anchor without, where they are but 
indifferently prote¢ted from the winds and 
waves by fome points of land and fome shoals. 
The entrance of the harbour is defended, on 
the one fide, by a {quare- tower, conftruéed 
by a grand mafter of the order; infcriptions. 
and other marks recall to mind the shed of 
its foundation ; the Turks. fiill call it Sr. 

Joun’s Tower, although the Greeks have 
changed this name into that. of St. NicHOLAs, 
more generally adopted in the Levant. On 
the other fide, is a tower not fo high, nor fo 
ftrong, which is named Sr. Ancezo’s or ST. 
ie Mitnarr’s 


y 
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a | 
MicusrEv’s Tower: The harbour is as if di-: 


vided into two by a fmall mole, which projeéts 


within it, and forms an enclofure, into which — 


boats alone can enter, and which, on that ace 
count, is called Beat-harbour. 
Independently of the large harbour, there 


was another on each fide; the one was the 


harbour for the gallies, where they can no 


longer enter at this day; the other is choked | 


up, and almoft entirely dry. . Every thing is 
defiroyed, every thing is annihilated under a 


government which knows only how to enjoy, 


or rather to abufe the prefent, and to which 


the moft fimple calculations of forefight are | 


{ 


unknown.. 


In the harbour of Radars: I learnt sia 


failors contrive to get rid’of rats that are 


troublefome, and to make them pafs to their 
neighbours. Our veffel was full of thefe gnaw- 
ing animals; they there occafioned contidera- 
ble havock, and devoured or fpoilt the pro- 


vifions. A Greek bark, loaded with apples, ' 


came and caft anchor near us. Our failors, 
without making the fmallett noife, ran out to 


her, during the night, a hawfer or cablet, and — 
then drew it tight, fo that it might ferve as 


a bridge to the rats: the latter, attracted by 


the fmell of the apples, of which they are ye 


very 


4 
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very fond, pafied, nent the exception of a 


fingle one, into the bark, and there gave the 
atedks reafon to curfe their neighbour. 


Yards for fhip-building, which might, with 
fo much reafon, be called workthops of dila- 
pidation, are eftablithed at Ruopes for the 


Ottoman navy: the timber which is employed 


there is taken from the fine and vaft forefts of . 


~CarAMANtIA, and even from thofe of the 
land; but the latter, cut down without re- 


ferve, are almoft exhaufted, and now afford 
but feeble refources. | Ships are built with fo 


‘much flowne(s,: anc the choice of the timber 


which 1 is introduced into their conftrution 1s 
fo bad, that it has happened more than once 


to fee them half rotten before they are entirely 


finifhed.. The builders fcarcely employ any 


‘ other wood than fir, which, when it is cut | 
down in a proper feafon, and preferved with 


the neceflary precautions, is almoft incorrup- 


tible. The pines, which, in this country, are 


_ felled in January and in Aug uft, are reckoned 


to unite the beft. Hoaleles: but the Turks, 
_ paying no regard to' this obfervation, and | 


caring little to make for their fovereign works 
of lafting nature, cut down the trees at. all 
times,. at the period when the fap is rifing as 


well as when it is ata ftand; they ltkewife 


eon Seca 
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indifferently make ufe of green wood, fullof 
fap and refin, which bends, warps, and foon 
decays; fo that before fhip is launched, het 
ribs and timbers are frequently rotten, without 
any attempt being made to replace them, or 
without the building and equipment of a vef- 
fel, whofe frame is already decayed, being 
difcontinued. 
The greateft diforder reigns in the admi- 
niftration of thefe dock-yards; all thafe who 
are employed in them vie with each other in 3 
‘ plundering; the head men, in particular, are 
. -yery well verfed in the art of acquiring, by 
their robberies, multiplied to excels, confi- 
derable riches, which, moft times, become in 
their turn the object of the cupidity and plun- ~_ 
der of men greater than themfelves. This 
vaft gang of public robbers, devouring each 
other fucceflively, is one of the attributes of 
the Ottoman government, if we may thus 
call the feat of diforder: this is one of the 
political vices which preys on it with the mof 
effect; and which, for a long time paft, has 
been paving the way to its ruin; itis in-  , 
herent in every reign of confufion: and we 
_ “have feen very recently that it was not necef- 
fary to go to Turkey to meet with it in all 
itsvenerey. @- ; : a 


Who { 


~~ 


: ~ = 


: i % 
GREECE AND TURKEY. * 143 


Who has not heard of the famous coloffus, 
one of the feven wonders of the world, 
which, being placed, it is faid, at the en- 
trance of the harbour of Ruopzs, was tall 
enough for fhips to pafs between its legs? 
According to PLiny*, this was a monument 
which commanded admiration. It was the 
production of an artift, born at Linpus, one 
of the towns of the Ifland of Ruopegs, and 
a pupil of Lysterus, a ftatuary of great ce- 
lebrity. Other hiftorians affirm that he only 
began it, and that, having killed himfelf, 
another fculptor of the fae country com- 
pleted the work. ‘Be this as it may, twelve 
years were confumed in erecting. this co- 
‘loffus. Its height was feventy cubits, which 
is about one hundred and five of our feet; 
fome authors have carried it to eighty cubits, 
or one hundred and twenty feet, and even 
‘to one hundred and fifty feet. At the ex- 
piration of fifty-fx years, it was thrower 
down by an earthquake} and proftrate as it 
lay, it ftill appeared a prodigy. Few men 
could clafp the thumb of this gigantic ftatue ; 
each of its fingers was larger than moft fta- 
| tues : its different parts, when broken, fhewed. 


“in 
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in their infide vaft cavities, fome of which 


were filled with ftones of an immenfe fize, 
intended to add to its weight, and give it 
greater ftability*. 


No one thought of ane again fo oc 


amaits; it remained extended on the. ground 


near nine hundred years, and i was not till. 


the year 672 that it was carried off, after 


having been taken to piecest. Almoft all. 


authors agree that it required nine hundred 
camels to remove its remains; and the load 


of each camel being eftimated at eight hun- . 


dred pounds, it refults that the weight of the 
coloffus was near feven hundred and twenty, 


~~ thoufand of our poundst. All the bronze 


of which it was formed was fhipped and car- 

ried away by the Arabs, when they made 

themfelves mafters of the city. \ : 

- However, the common opinion which repre- 

fents the coloffus of Ruopes at the entrance 

ef the harbour, and fhips pafling in full fail 
* Piiny, at the place quoted. 


ie Const. Porphyrog. de Admini/ir. meat cap xxi. and 
XXi1. 


t Memoires de P Académie des Infcriptions et Belles Lettres, 


vol. xxiv. page 360. RefleGtions on the chapter of the 


34th book of Puiny, in which mention is made of works | 


in bronze, by Count Cary.us. 
| between 
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between its extended legs, is erroneous, as 
feveral of the learned, and M. pe Caytus’ 
in'particular, have very clearly proved: they, 
with much greater probability, place'this mo- 
nument of the power of the Rhodiatts at fome 
diftance from the fea*. 

‘This‘enormous ftatue was hot the only one 
that attracted attention in the city of RuopEs;' 
Priny reckons a hundred other coloffufes not 
fo large, which rofe majeftically in its different 
quarters +. Befides thefe, here were to be feen 
five others, the work of Brraxrs, and repre- 
fenting divinities. This extraordinary quan- 
tity of coloffal figures, atfembled within the 

walls ofa fingle city, had obtained the Rho- 
} dians the furname of Colofians. If we recall 
to mind that common ftatues were here fo © 
extremely numerous, that the ancients com- 
pared their number to that of the inhabitants; 
_ if we remark too that the moift ancient fchool 
of painting, fome pofitive traces of which are 
to be difcdvered among the Greeks, was efta- 


* Mémoire de Carius, before quoted. 


+ Sunt ali: minores hoc in etidem urbe coloff centum numero» . 
fed ubicungue finguli fuiffent nobilitaturi locum. Purny, liby 
XXXIV. Cap. Vii. 3 
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blifhed in the Ifland of Ruovzs, in the time 


of ANacrEon*; that one of the moft famous ~ 


painters of antiquity, Prorocenrs of Cau- 
nus, here painted his mafter-pieces, we hall 
form an idea of the degree of fplendour and 
aétivity to whieh the fine arts were here car- 
ried; and if we caft our eyes on the ftate of 
depopulation, ruin, and wretchednefs, in which 
the prefent town languifhes, we fhall have the 
meafure of the mifchief that can be effected 
by barbarous and defpotic ignorance. 

But the coloffus the moft diftinguithed, that 
which was named the Coloffus of the Sun, had 
been erected in honour of that deity. The 
whole ifland was confecrated to him; one of 


the moft. beautiful temples of antiquity had 


likewife been conftructed in honour of him in 
the capital of the ifland, and his worfhip was 
there as general, as that of Venus in ‘the, 


Ifland oe. Cyprus. This was the. effeét of 


the gratitude of a people, whofe territory, ac- 


cording to the general opinion, being inun+ © 
dated by an extraordinary deluge, had owed - 


its deficcation to the rays ef the funt, who 


© Pauw : Recberebes Philofe wbhaabe fur les hel: vol. ii. 
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alfo feems to haye adopted the ifland as the 


temple of his mild influence: there is no day 


_in the year in which he does not appear at leaft 


for fome moments; and this remark of the 
ancients * agrees perfectly with the obferva- 
tions,of the moderns. M***, who had re- 
fided at Ruopes for feveral years, affured me 
that, whatever were the opakenefs and quan- 
tity of the clouds, the fun always found means 
to dhew himfelf at intervals. =, : 
An. ifland which the luminary of day fa~ 
voured in fo peculiar a inanner, could not fail 
to be. the fubject,of the praifes of the poets; 


they called it, in their brilliant language, the 


daughter of Venus, and the wife of the Sun. 


It bore feveral other names in antiquity; the 


moft remarkable, becaufe it is connected with 
the nature of the climate and of the foil, is 
that of Macaria, fortunate, which it fhared 
with the Ifand of Cyprus. It, neverthelefs, - 


-furpaffes that ifland, if not by the fertility of 


the land, at leaft by its milder and more agree- 


_* They faid the fame thing of Syracufe. See Puiny, 


“Tib. ii. cap. Ixii, The Ifland of Ruopes, which the fun 


_ feemed never to abandon, was eae by the epithet 
of clear. 
« Laudabunt alii claram Rhedon.? Hor. 
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able temperature. Here the heat is not ex- 
ceffive; here-long droughts do not burn the 
plants, dry up the waters, or caufe the inha- 
bitants to fuffer. A temperate climate, a pure 
air, fine fprings which at all times fupply 
wants, and are conducive to agreeablenefs ; 


vallies of a rich and fertile foil, covered by 
plentiful harvetts, and clothed with rich paf- 


tures, fhaded by trees bearing precious fruits, 
fuch as the olive, the orange, and, the fig 
tree, which flowers embellith with’their luftre 
and perfume with their fweet emanations ; 

floping hills on which the vine is cultivated, 

or which prefent to numerous flocks a luxu- 
riant and odoriferous. herbage; mountains 
where grow the moft beautiful trees, whofe 
verdure is eternal, would ftill render it one of 


the moft delightful abodes in the world, did. 
not the iron hand of the Turks efface a part. 


of the colours of this fmiling piéture. A 
gloomy nakednefs diffufes elancholy over 
places formerly adorned by the riches of na- 
ture and induftry; and the men who are 


ealled thither by an agreeable and truly happy © 2 


country, are driven back by the terror infpired 
by a horde of fpoilers. Happmefs no longer 
mbhabits a land formerly fortunate; and the 


—s 


golden shower, which the poets of antiquity 


: : caufed | 
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-caufed to fall there, as an rien; of-its riches. 
and. brilliant acelcabring Is Goansrige into a 
ftorm of defolation.. | 4 ei 
. The name of ‘hice ‘Ufend 6f Pacts has 
eciodiad the refearches and conjectures of 
etymologifts. Bocuart, one of the moft in-. 
defatigable, building on the name of Opziysa, 
- that is, Snaxe Jsuanp, by which: the ancients 
diftinguifhed it on account of the number of . 
thofe dangerous reptiles with which it was in- 
fefted, no doubt, when it was firft inhabited,, 
fays. that the Pheenicians alfo called it Snaxe 
_ dstanp, in their language Gesirat-Rxoo, 
this latter word fignifying a, {nake, whence 
' the Greeks afterwards formed the name of 
RuopEs, which the ifland has fince preferved. 
This learned conjecture is not the moft na- 
tural; and it is more fimple, methinks, to- 
derive the name of Ruopzs from that of 
Ruovos, which, in Greek, fignifies ‘a rofe, a 
flower very common in this country, and whofe 
figure is to be found on the medals of the 
ifland, of which it is the emblem. 

After having loft and feveral tinies reco- 
vered their liberty, the Rhodians paffed under 
the domination of the Romans. At the time 
of the decline of the Greek empire, they be- 

came the fubjeéts of the Genoefe, of the Arabs, 
BAS Of. 
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of the knights of Sr. Jonn or JerusaLemM, 
and, laftly, the flaves of the Ottomans. ‘This 
was the term of their glory and of their com- 
merce; and had not hittary handed down to 
us proofs of their ancient love for the fciences 
and fine arts, of the magnificence of their 
city, of their induftry in feconding Nature, — 
who had poured her gifts with fuch profufion 
‘on their territory, of their enterprifing acti~’ , 
vity, and of their fkill in navigation, in fhort,’ 
of the great trade of which their ifland was 
the centre, no one could fufpect, were he now 
at Ruopss, that he was in’ their ifland and 
among as defeendlants. 
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CHAPTER VIR! 


Ancient cities of the Tfland of Rhodes, iin 
wages of men.— Earthquakes. — Formation 
of the Ifand of Rhodes. —Plague.—Inhabi- 
tants of the ifland.—Its happy pofition, its 
harbours, its productions. — Bartavelles, or 
Greek partridges. —Partridges.—Turtles.— 
| Picture of a beautiful folitude.—Quails.— 
| Woodcocks.—Fifhes.—Sponges.—Coral.. 


THE city of Ruopss is at this day the only 
one in the ifland; at very ancient periods there 
‘were three others, which no longer exifted in 
the time of Priny*. The moft confiderable 
of thefe three cities, the country of CuareEs, 
who made or at leaft began the famous coloffus 
confecrated to the Sun, was called Liypvs, and 
contained a magnificent temple, dedicated to 
Minerva. Some veftiges of it ftill remain, 


* Hift, Nat. lib. xiv, 


Fane Sar ek ey leh | 
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with the name of Zinpo, ina hamlet fituated ~ 
nearly in the middle of the eaft fide of the 
ifland, and entirely peopled by Greeks: its 
_ harbour, by no means fpacious, is much fre- 
quented by the fmall craft of the country, 
which there take in the commodities of the - 
ifland, and bring thither merchandife from 
other parts.’ ' Accorditgly almoft all the in: 
habitants of Lrwpo are given. to commerce, 
or to the carrying-trade of the neighbouring 
coafis and) iflands; they navigate with fmall 
faft-failing veffels which, they themfelves con- 
firuct, and to which they give greater folidity 
than tothe thips that come off the ftocks of © 
Ruopes forthe account of the government. 
A few Lindians alfo employ themfelves in rural 
labours; but, of all the quarters of the ifland, - 
that which they inhabit being the leaft fit for 
tillage, on account of its ftony and uneven 
natur e, culture principally confifts of planta- 
tions of vines, ‘fig-trees, and. others. 

The fecond city, which bore the name of 
Camyros, was fituated on the weft coaft, al- 
moft oppofite to Linpvs; there no longer 
exift any, traces. of it but the name of. Camvao, 

a Greek vi illage, built on the fame {pot. 

' No indication is to be found of the moft 
ancient of thefe three cities, JALYssos; it 18 
Rios: 
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known only, that, it was s fituated on the north 
coalt of the ifland.;.. ee Fy troeyhs. ere ; 
. When.we review/{in, Agee shin 3 innume- 
cy multitude; of cities:.and. great. edifices; 
which have covered in, different places. the 
furface of the earth, and which have been 
fucceffively effaced, we cannot, but yield to 
the painful fenfations excited by the rage of 
mankind. Monuments which the genius of | 
the arts and the patience of induftry ereé& 
with fo much folidity and flownefs, crumble 
in an inftant under the blows of impetuous 
barbarifin, or by. the more fudden fhocks of 
the terrible art of war, which delights only in 
blood and. ruins. Man throws down what 
man builds up; in bis mind time is too flow; | 
_ he anticipates the ravages of ages, for which — 
he feems to envy them; and, -in his rage for 
deftruétion, he leaves, very far behind him, 
the moft ferocious animals, whofe malice he 
furpaffes, by being himfelf the deftroyer of his 
own fpecies. The partial confufion which 
violent commotions of the earth fometimes 
occafion, are not of a very perceptible effec 
on the map of devaftations, if we compare 
them to the vaft extent of ruins with which 
_ the hand of man has ftrewn the furface of 
the globe: and if hiftory makes mention of 
the 


x 
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the €onvulfions of nature, : which: have anci- 
ently thrown down edifices’in the'Ifland’ of 
RHovES, war ‘and ‘the! fury of fuperftitious 
ienoratice Have; without comparifon,’ there 
detroyed and overthrown anore than time and 
suiihert raneous thocks: ROPES: 3 nny 
*. Earthguakes-wére, néverthelefs, aren fret 
quent in this ifland, -at the ‘time of its forma? 
tion, if, indeed, it be’ trué that it iffued from 
the-bofom of the waters, as was imagined by 
the ancients, who’ confidered it as a prefent 
from the fea, whence they gave it the name 
of PELAGIA, daughter ‘of the fea, in order to _ 
preferve the memory’ of its origin. But its — 
great proximity to'the continent, the advanced 
cape which ftretches out’ towards: the coaft, 
and which appears to have-formed the junc- - 
tion between the ifland and the main land, _ 
lead me to prefunie, with fome degree of pro- 
bability, that they have been united, and that 
the ifland was formerly no more than a great 
promontory of Asra Minor. Be'this as it. 
may, the Ifand of Ruopxs is:no longer in 
our days agitated by earthquakes ; and it 
would be an abode equally fafe and agreeable, 
if two other feourges ftill more dreadful, the 
plague and Ottoman defpotifm, did not cone 
vert it into a place of fear and defolation, - ‘3 


The 


é 
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The Turks, “who daily live and die’ viims 
of the plague, carry the germs of it wherever 
they land. - No precaution is taken to prev ent © 
its communication, ‘or to ftop its progres.” A 
perfon infeéted with the plague penetrates, 
with as much liberty as the moft healthy man, 
into every part of the ‘empire, and. ‘fo one 
thinks of avoiding his company. From ‘this 
_circumftance, it is not aftonifhing that the 
Ifland of Ruopzs, like all the other countries 
of Turxry, is expofed to the moft terrible 
of contagions, which cannot be attributed to 
its climate, one of the moft wholefome and 
moft agreeable in the world. 

I fhall, on this occafion, mention a preferv a- 
tive againft the plague, which fome Italian 
monks ofthe order of Sr. Francis, known 
in the Levant by the appellation of Fathers 
of the Holy Land, communicated to me at 
Ruopss, where they had a: hofpice*, and . 
ferved as chaplains to the French vice-conful, 
for this magiftrate was the only one there of 
his nation; his phyfician even was a Greek of 
the courtry. Thefe monks affirmed, from 
their own experience, and that of their bre- 
’ thren oo nm many sagen countries of 


eA place of hofpitable entertainment for travellers. 
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the East, that-an infallible. mean: of ouard- 
ing againft the plague, confifts in fwallowing, 
every morning, fafting, a glafs of one’s own. 
urine, in whisk the juice of a lemon has been ~ 
exprefied. This remedy,*or to make ufe of ; 
the term confecrated in medical language, 
this fimple and eafy prophylactic, the efficacy 
of which the experience of fome men, forced 
by their profeffion to live in the midft of con- 
tagion, appears to warrant, deferves more cont 
fidence than the complicated recipes and the 
long indications of diet, prefcribed by phyfir 
cians, to whom books have ferved as obfervae 
tions, and a theory often doubtful, as expe: @ 
FIERCE. ee 
With the exception of the city of Ridwus 
itfelf, which is almoft entirely inhabited by 
Turks, who would render it an abode infup- 
portable to any others but themfelves, the 
population of the ifland is compofed of Greeks, 
defcendants of thofe famous Rhodians, whofe 
- yalour, ardent love of liberty, tafte for the 
feiences and fine arts, {kill in navigation, and 
activity in commerce, have been celebrated 
in the annals of antiquity. Thelong tyranny 
under which they have been. enflaved, has’ — 
checked the tranfports of generous fouls, and 
extinguithed the torch of genius, and the fiery | 


sé) ardour ~_— 
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‘ardour of elory and riches : the Greeks of 
Ruopves have preferved, as it were, no more 
than the fhadow of the great energy of their 
anceftors, a few traces of which are {carcely 
to be found in their fondnefs for navigation 
and traffic, which moft of them ftHl follow | 
with fome fuccefs. They are fill, like their 

_ forefathers, bold and ikilful navigators, able 
fhip-builders, induftrious traders; and if the 
beautiful countries of Afiatic GREECE were 
deftined to change their mafters, it would be 
at RuepeEs, more than in any other quarter, 
that we fhould meet with the powerful fuccours 
of courage,: of the Atos of oe and of i in- 
telligence. 
Placed on the route which veffels from the 
north of Greece muft hold in order to repair 
to Syria and Eeyrrt, the Ifland of Ruopes 
would, in other hands, become the general 
emporium of a very confiderable commerce; 
its ports would afford places of thelter and re- 
frefhment: and its proximity to the coafts 
would render it miftrefs of part of the trade 
of Asta, as it would participate in that of 
Eeyrr and of the other neighbouring coun- 
‘tries. A fituation fo happy could not have 
remained ufelefs-but under the government of 
oe a | the 
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the Turks ;. under any other, it would become 
a fertile fource-of profperity.. ord + cow 

While. its pofition, its vicinity to a lage 
extent of coafts and numerous iflands,, and 
the good quality of the timber which its forefts 
furnith for thip-building, neceffarily make the - 
people of Ruopes a people of navigators; fe- 
veral harbours invite thither commerce, and 
multiply and. facilitate its means. Capes, 
which render the figure of the ifland very, ir- 
regular, form road-fieads, havens, and bays, 
in which veflels.can depofit and receive their. 
ladings, fupply themfelves with excellent water. 
and provifions of every fort, and take fhelter, 
fecure from the impetuofity of ke winds ane 
waves.) 

One of the = akiod of thefe hashona| next 
to the port of Ruopes, which, half choked 
up, is waiting for mafters and’ repairing la- 
bours, is that of Linpo; of which 1 have 
already fpoken. Near the cape of this name; 
and at the entrance of the gulf, is a.rock 
which is confiderably elevated above the fur- 
face of the fea. On. the fame eaft coaft of 
‘the, ifland, and to the north of! Te acca is 
another gulf more open, with a bay lefs fafe, — 
between Cape Parapi. and Cape TENDA; 


and to the fouth, is found San NicoLo Bay, 
3 whole 
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whofe entrance is divided by a-fhoal fome- 
what extenfive. Farther to the fouth, is Cape 
San Giovanni, a low point, off which an iflet 
bears a tower that ferved as a light-houfe to 
navigators. The moft confiderable and the 
moft fouthern promontory of the ifland, is 
that to which has been given the name of 
Cape Traneuitto; it forms, with Cape Sun’ 
GIOVANNI, a narrow and deep gulf, where 
fhips lie in fafety; and, with Cape Canpura, 
a large bay more open. A fhoal, fituated to 
the fouthward of the entrance of the gulf of 
Cape TranQuiLvo, is not. without danger. in 
making the land on this coaft. The fea ap- 
pears to have opened for itfelf a paflage in the 
promontory of Cape #'ranquiLLo, and to have 
feparated from it, to the weit, two fmall frag 
ments, fteril iflets, which bear the names of 
Gorpbe! and of Srroncezo ; and to the fouth, 
a more confiderable portion, which forms an 
land, called Sanra Caruerina. 

To the weft, there are alfo above Cape Can- 
pura fome havens more orlefs large, more or 
lefs fecure; and this coaft is, in general, fandy, 
bathed by deep waters, and, according to the 
feaman’s phrafe, very fafe, that is, free from 
rocks and fhoals, and may be appr coached with- 
out the nilk of running aground, paranid: 

| : A fingle 
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- Afingle river bearing the name of Cannuray 


which it gives to the cape in whofe vicinity it 


difcharges itfelf into the fea, waters the inte+ _ 


rior parts of the ifland; but numerous fprings 
of running water alfo diffufe fecundity in their 
meandering courfe. Although hilly, the foil 
_ proves fuitable to feveral forts of productions. 
Fine trees, which greedy and improvident cu 
pidity has reduced to a {mall number, majefti- 

cally crowned the higheft mountains ; and 
the refin of the greater part of them, fapahiea 
abundantly the wants of the navy. On the 
floping hills, fig-trees, which yield a very large 


~ 


quantity of good fruit, carob-trees, and others 


both ufeful and agreeable, grow with facility ; 
- the vine alfo there holds its place, and the 


wine which is drawn from it, highly extolled 


by the ancients, on account of its delicacy 
and its perfume, has preferved fomething of 
thofe good qualities, and may ftill pafs for a 
very good wine, efpecially when it is made 
with care. I drank fome at M***’s, which 
- was not inferior to the beft. wine of GRBECE. 
The vallies afford rich paftures, and the plains 
produce harvelts of every fort; but agriculture 
would be more flourithing there, and occupy 
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a greater extent of ground, if, likeevery other 


branch ‘of induftry, it had not to bear the » — 
obftacles 


| 
| GREECE AND TURKEY. 16% 
‘hiplectee and vexations of an uel and op- | 
preffive adminiftration. 

The inhabitants of Ruobzrs have a oreat 
tafte for gardens. The city ard the other 
habitations are furrounded by orchards, iti 
which aré found variety, agreeablenefs, cool- 
hefs, and utility; pot-herbs, .as~ well as 
flowers, are there cultivated with attention. 

Stags and other ipecies of game enliven 
the forefts and plains: in the latter, barta- 
velles or Greek partridyes are to be met with 
in great numbers*. M ** *, vice-conful at 
Ruopes, kept in a cage a bird of this 
_ fpecies; but he was obliged, from time to 
time, to cut the tip of its bill, which grew 
fo long and crooked, as to prevent the bird 
from taking its food. No bird, perhaps, 
bears confinement with greater difficulty than 
partridges in general; they need, more thati 
any other, open air and a fomewhat fpacious 
ground, in order that they may not be re- 
- ftriéted in the tapidity and frequency of their. 
éxcurfions: evéty confined fpace is imfuita- 
ble to them: if they are kept in narrow and 
covered places, they are attacked by all forts’ 


' * Burron, Hit. Nat. des Ois. ét Riee Enluminée, 
No. 231.—Tetrae rufus. Linn. 
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of indifpofitions; and, after leading for fome 
time a languifhing exiftence, they foon find 
death in the very attentions which are lavifhed 
on them, and which cannot fupply the place 
of the advantages of a life frequently agi- 
tated, but.accompanied by. all the charms of 
liberty. The Greek partridge belonging, to 
the vice-conful of Ruopes would not have 
been fubjeét to the exceffive prolongation of 
its bill, which, without foreign and unnatu- 
ral affiftance, would have occafioned it to 


perith from inanition, had its narrow prifon - 


afforded it the means proper for wearing down 
its point by repeated friction. - 
-. Some pretty turtles, of a reddith gray plu- 


mage, and with a narrow, black femi-collar, 


~ fimilar to thofe which I had feen in Ecyer*, © 
frequent the orchards by which the city of 
Ruopes is furrounded, and add to. them a 
frefh charms. ‘The motionlefs flower, how- 
ever brilliant it may be, attaches and flatters — 
the eye; but it wants life, without which 
- beauty caufes only fteril imprefiions, agree- 
able indeed, but without vivacity, without: 


\ 


* Tourterelles & collier du Sénégal.—Burron, Hift. Nat. 


= ; 
des Oifeaux étrangers qui ont rapport aux tourterelles, ar- _ 


ticle fecond.— Columba vinacea, Linn.—Ang. Collared Se- 
negal turtle, | 


movement, 


- { 
GREECE AND TURKEY. 163 


movement, like the Ebjee that édinmunticates 
them: every thing is ‘enlivened, on the con- 
trary, when the verdure of the groves ferves 
as an afylum and abode for charming birds, 
when the flowers are careffed and betrayed 
alternately by thofe winged infects, brilliant 
like them, which know how to touch them, 
every moment, without tarnifhing them, and 
which themfelves appear flying flowers. What 
{weet emotions do we not experience, when, 
in the filence of a fhaded retreat, clothed 
with verdure and enamelled: with flowers, 
we find ourfelyes in the midft of feveral pairs 


of the fweeteft and moft tender birds, which | 


~ 


conftituted a part of the train of Venus!. 


Cooings, plaintive and laneuifhing exprefiions 
of a burning flame, are heard on all fides; the 
ear is not offended, and they invite to a foft 


reverie,’ the prelude of fenfibility. On this. , 


tree, two of thefe birds, which nature and 
_ love have united, indulge in the moft expref- 


five marks of tendemefs we fee them placed’ 


near each other, with their necks bent in 2 
contrary direction, feizing each other’s bill; 
with their bills partly open, pufhing it back 


and drawing it forward alternately, and in — 


thefe reprefentations of mutual attack and 
= Sasa quit each other, rejoin each other, 
MQ a Sats ane. 
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and pant with love. On that tree, more lofty 
and more tufted, and in a neft of downy 
and moffy leaves, repofe the fruits of an ar- 
dent love; the mother covers them, and 
_ warms them with her body and her wings: 
they fleep; but fhe who hatched them, has 
her head raifed, and her look befpeaks her 
anxiety; fhe watches, and her reftlefs eyes are 
directed towards every place around her. One 
fentiment alone occupies her, and abforbs all 


her faculties: this is the repofe and prefer- | 


vation of the dear objects, which fhe could not 


defend, alas! but by her grief. The fcene 


changes at the expiration of a few moments; 
the mother has quitted the neft, the little. 
ones fpread their wings, ftand up on their 
legs as yet unfieady, open their bill with all 
their might, and by weak, but repeated cries, 


they announce the j joy which they feel: it is | 
the father who arrives, loaded with the pro-. 


vender of the family: he diftributes it equally; 
he then zefumes the place of his mate, who 
does not firay far from a {pot Where are fixed 
all her affections, and then only to. procure 


her food, and bring, in her turn, that of her ae 


neftlin gs. 


Thefe living 1 images ae tendernefs and pa- 
' ternal folicitude are leffons more impreffive _ 
ae fore 
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for delicate ines than thofe which are im- 
- bibed from the beft books and the moft elo-. 
quent difcourfes: thefe are affecting examples 
which Nature difplays to our eyes, and which. 
the invites us to follow. Happy, indeed, is 


~* hewho, fimple in his habits, as in his affee- 


tions, is acquainted with the fweet effufions 
of love and the occupations more ferious, but 
not. lefs {weet, which accompany. a fertile 
union, the pains, as well as the pleafures of 
which, are equally felt, equally fhared! — 
Quails, which, in their paflage from Ev- 
nope to Arrica, difperfe and ftop on feveral 
iflands, do not reft themfelves on that of . 
Ruopes; and what proves that the line 
which thofe birds traverfe, in order to change 
the climate, is invariable like the feafon of 
their migration, is, that quails have never 
been feen to arrive at Ruopes, although the 
ifland is not very diftant from their route. 
But woodcocks pafs thither regularly every 
year, and in confiderable numbers. They ar- 
rive in November, and their ftay lafts about a 
‘month. I have alfo feen thefe latter birds, 
which, neverthelefs, feem to prefer cold coun- 
tries, feek at the fame period, but in {mall 
bodies, a mild winter in the humid plains of | 
Lower Eeyrr. 


Ms Fith 
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Fith is very ‘plentiful on the coaft of 


Ruopes, which was called the ifland abownd- | 


ing with fifh. The fea, which furrounds it, 
likewife furnifhes coral and fine {ponges. The 


land there is rich in foffils: of every fpecies, 


and there the geologift might form a curious 
and interefting collection. ) 

: Beauty and mildnefs of climate, fecundity 
of foil, variety and abundance in the necef- 


fary or agreeable articles of life, a fituation 


valuable for ufeful enterprifes and a profperous 


trade—nothing is wanting to the Ifland of - 


Ruopes, except to be delivered from the 
Turks, who poffefs, in fo eminent.a degree, 
the fatal talent of converting the moft happy. 
abode into a fpot to. be fhunned and. dreaded. 


CHAPTER | 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Departure from Rhodes. — Sea- ferpent. — 
Faneri. — Maritime prises. — Carpathian 
Sea.—TJLfland of Eleufa.—Phenir.—Porto 
Cavaliere.—Canal of Rhodes. —Small clouds 
which announce fiorms.~—Lijhes.—Ifland of 
Symi. —Divers. —Cape Crio. —Cnidus,— 
Fifhery. — Onions. — Garlic. — Navigation. 

» —Cranes. — Ducks. —Calamary or mike 

HU" —Arrival at Stancho. 


Wrist confider ourfelves as. very for- 
tunate in having put into the harbour of 
Ruopes, on the approach of the fiorm which > 
arofé on the very day that we entered it. We 
fhould have had fome difficulty to refift it in 
narrow channels, where the fea is always 
rough, with a finall veffel, ill found and as ill 
conduéted. The bad weather lafted, almoft 
without interruption, during the four days, 
which the {hip remained in the harbour; and. 
if it prevented us from keeping the fea, it 
permitted me at leat to make fome eee : 

M A into 
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into the ifland, and to fketch the picture of it 
which I have juft prefented. 


At leneth, on the morning of the 28th of | 


Oétober, the horizon having cleared up, and 
the wind fubfided, the captain of the polacre 


difpatched a meffenger after me, to fome 


diftance from the city, in order to requeft me 
to embark in hafte; and we failed out of the 
harbour, by means of a pleafant breeze from 
the fouth-weft, which foon forfook us, in 


order to make room again for a wind equally 


contrary and impetuous. 

A fmall fifhing-boat, which came ieee 
fide of our fhip, afforded me‘an opportunity 
of increafing my ftock of provifions; I was 
the only perfon that purchafed a few fithes; 
the captain, who but feldom confented. to 
partake of my meals, for fear of being obliged 
to invite me to his, introduced, into ae mans 
ner of living, the parfimony, or, to fpeak 


more correctly, the ftinginefs with which the 


feamen of PRovENCE are pretty generally re- 
proached : cheefe, anchovies, and olives, con- 
ftituted his ufual fare, as well as s that of his 
crew. , 

Among the fithes which I procured, was 
a murena, of the fpecies which, in the Mu- 
DITERRANEAN, | is commonly called fea-fer- 


-pents, 


Pas a es Se 
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{ 
pents, becaufe it has not only the form and 
the quick and waving movements of ferpents, 
but alfo the beauty and the variety of co- 
Jours which adorn the greater part of thofe 
reptiles, This name of fea-ferpent has been 


given to feveral forts of fithes; and there ftill . 


reigns fome obfcurity in their divifions, be- 
caufe the particularities which diftinguifh them 
have been confounded, and, in the defcrip- 
tions which moft authors have given of them, 
they have attributed to fome fpecies the cha- 
racters which belong to others. This has in- 
duced me to caufe an engraving to be made 
of the murena or fea-ferpent, which I met 
with in the canal of Ruopes. (See Plate IV. 
jig. 13. 1 thall add to it a few notes, which 
will increafe the knowledge already acquired 
refpecting this {pecies of fifh, to which the 
name of flite* has likewife been given. 

Its head is elongated, comprefied on the 
fides, by no means large, in comparifon to 
the length of the body, and diminithing 
perceptibly in thicknels to the roftr um, which 


js almoft pointed. The opening of the 


; 
* See Daupenton, Encyclopédie Méthodique, hiftoire 


naturelle des poifons, article dela flute, Murana Helena. | 


all Beets 
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- jnouth is large; the jaws are flattened throughs 


out their length: a judicious. obferver has 


compared them, on account of their form, 
to the bill of a goofe, and this atlas ttel 18 
very juft*, 


‘The infide of the jaws is bined with a for-. Bi 


midable fet of very fharp teeth, of unequal 
fize and different form, fome being fmall,aud 
ftraight, others long, harper, moveable, and 
bent towards the bottom of the mouth. All 


the infide of the upper jaw is furnifhed with . 


thefe teeth, which, on its edges, are fmaller 
than in the middle; the under has none but 
en the edges. It has been afferted that the 
bite of this murena is venemous, and thence 


it has been inferred that its flefh is unwhole- 


fome; but, if the wounds infli€ted by jaws; 
befet with a multitude of fharp-edged points, 
be not venemous, they muft more certainly 
occafion eruel pains by the lacerations which 


thiefe teeth, of various lengths, multiply im a 


the flefh at different depths. 

And this apparatus fo cutting, vibitet ihe 
great voracity of the murena renders ftill moré 
_ formidable, has furnifhed man, ever ingenidus 
in-tormenting his fellow-ereatures, with a new 
kind of punifhment, forgotten long fince, 


* Beton, di Aquatil. lib. i. cap. xil. 
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in order to make room for others not lefs 
cruel, not lefs barbarous, and the hiftory of 
which, the bloody annals of the ferocity of 
mankind, would be equally curious and re- 
yolting. . In the time of the Roman emperors, 
flaves ppneraaee to death were thrown into 
fith- -ponds filled with murene, where the un- 
happy beings expired, devoured alive by a 
great number of thofe voracious animals, 
which faftened on every part of their body. 

At the extremity of the upper jaw are fome 
appendages or apophyfes, fhort, broad, and 
- fiftulous, which Witiueuey confiders as the — 
organs of hearing*. ‘The eyes are {mall, and 
placed on the upper jaw, much nearer to the 
extremity of that jaw than to the angles of 
the moutht; they are covered by a tran{pa- 
rent and bluith pellicle, and the pupil is fur- 
rounded “by an orange-coloured circle. The’ 
apertures of the noftrils are placed very near 
_ the eyes; another {mall round opening, near 

the gills, ferves the fifh for throwing out the 
Ww ater, 

+ Hiforia fare) lib, iv, fea. ii. cap. i. 3 | 
ies Witiucusy, and after him Dauspenrton, have faid 
that the eyes of this murzna are placed in the middle of 
the diftance between the extremity of the roftrum.and the. 


angles of the jaws; this is not the cafe in the {pecies 
which I am defcribing. 


| The 
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The form of the body of this murena is — 
nearly that of the eel; it is only fhorter, 
thicker, and more compreffed on the fides. — 
Tt neither has pectoral nor ventral fins. At — 
fome diftance from the head, begins, on the | 
back, a fin fomewhat elevated, which runs — 
along the back, furrounds the tail, and ter-' — 
minates beneath near the anus; this long fin 
is covered throughout its mle 2 extent by the © } 
fkin of the body.  / 

The fmooth, vifcous, and chee fli of | 
the murena Is very diverfified in its colours. 
The roftrum is blackith at its extremity; the — 
top of the head is of a reddith brown, fpotted 
with yellow. On a ground of areddith brown, 
which becomes deeper in approaching the tail, 
black fpecks and large yellow fpots, mixed 
with a reddifh tinge, are fpread on the upper | 
part of the fifh; the belly and fides, as far 
as the aperture of the gills, as well as the 
Jower part of the under jaw, are of a fawn 
colour, and variegated with brown lines andj 


‘ fpots™. 
The | 


* The following are the principal dimenfions of this fifh; — 
4 Fect Inches Lines — 
Total lengt 1 ote - - - - 35 ae 
--of the apophyfes of the ex- 
tremity of the upper Jaw >  @ Or ee 
8 i \. Diftange aa 
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The number of yellow fpots, fcattered over 
' the body of this fith, indicated that it was 
a female. Brown has been the firft to ob- 
ferve that the male had but very few fpots, 
while the female was almoft entirely covered 
with themt; and I had had an opportunity 
of verifying this obfervation, not only from 
the individual which I am defcribing, and 
which was a female, but alfo from the ex- 
amination of feveral other fithes of this fpecies, 
which I have feen in the feas of the Levant. 
This female had,- in its infide, eggs elliptical 
and yellow; I alfo found, in its ftomach, 2 
rather large fifth, half digefted. eal 
WAvtDhe Gaba tacei 1s very capacious; it is ordy, 
and {potted at its orifice with blackith evay; 
the liver is long and of a red tinged with 


%. 
Feet Inches Lines 


Diftance from the tip of the roftrum to é 
theangle ofthe jaws - = «© @ 2-6 
to the eyes - ~ meh OF LOpeyaa 
(eae to the anus SNL BM enh ae CCM Te 
_— «to the dorfal fin - - pe dhe a Cpa 
from the eyes-to the noftrils Ono 2 
_ Diameter of the eyes - a MR hae te, | 
of the aperture of the gills OF VOUS 
Height of the body - o “ oo 2.298 
Breadth of the upper jaw, meafured be- . 
fore the eyés Se Mee ee Os a 


+ De Aquatilibus, lib. 1. cap. xu. 
? | yellow; _ 
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‘yellow; the gall-bladder is oval, and: attached — ee 
to the bile-cuét; the air-bladder is fmall, oval, Bg 
and formed. of a very thick membrane; its — 
colour is yellow without, and white within. e | 
_ The Greeks of the iflands of the ArncH1PE-. ‘ 
Lace call this fpecies of murana, fininaria; e 
they affirm that it couples with the land-— Fi 
ferpent. In our countries, the fame thing is 4 | ‘ 
faid of the eel; but it is certain that the ea 
of the murena and of the eel being com- 
pofed: of males and females, they have no 
need tofeek, on an element which is foreign to _ 
them, auxiliaries of that nature, and the in- 
dividuals of both fexes couple, in the-man- ye 
ner of fnakes, by clofely intertwining. with | 
each other. , o 
The fleth of the fininaria of the modeeay q | 
Greeks is very white and dehcate; but the. 
quantity of fhort and crooked hove. ail 
which it is filled, renders it troublefome to be — 
eaten. I have been told that the fithermen _ 
have the knack of caufing all thefe inconve- 4 3 ; 
nient bones to defvend to the tail, by firongly — e 
fqueezing the body of the fith between two- ey 
fmall flicks, and of taking them off with the 
fkin. f: 
However, thefe fifhes are very commen als 
along the coalt Ef Naroxta and in the Are 
oe gett CUIPELAGO 5” 
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CHIPELAGO; they take up their abode in the 


oy holes of the rocks. In order to make them 


come out, the fifhermen of the Levant make 
ufe of athernos, a fpecies of very fmall fithes 
of which I shall have occafion to {peak in the 
_ fequel; they chew thefe raw, and when they 
have made of them i in their mouth a fort of 
pafte, they throw them here and there into 
the fea, at the places where the edges of the 
rocks afford retreats to the murenz, which, 
attracted by the fmell of this deceitful food, 
_foon come to the hook. This bait is likewife | 
made ufe of, in the fame countries, for taking 
conger-eels, which have feveral affinities of 
forms and habits to murene. 

If the murena or fea-ferpent, whofe natu- 
ral hiftory. I have juft given, is remarkable 
for the variety of its colours, the fith of which 
I am going to fpeak, and which I likewife 
found among the numerous produce caught 
by the boat that came alongfide of us on 
our leaving the harbour of Ruones, is daz~ 
zling from the brighteft and richeft colours. 
It is the fungri of the modern Greeks (Se See 
Plate IV. fig. 2),.a fith of the genus fparus, 
and which, holding the middle place between _ 
the fea-bream*, and the filvery-eyed, red fpa-: 


* Sparus pagrus. LINN. * 
rus, 
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rus*, is fufticiently different from both td 
conftitute a feparate fpecies, or at leaft a 


diftin@ race, which, according to every ap- 
pearance, owes its origin fo the difference of 
climate. Gold and purple glitter on its largé 
fcales; but, like the fleeting luftre of beauty, 
which the flighteft derangement tatnifhes or 
caufes to vanifh, this luxury of colours is ef- 
faced as foon as the fith is taken out of the 
element which preferves its life and its {plen- 
dour; there thea remains of it nothing but 
tints without brilliancy, veftiges which ceafe 


to flatter the eye;-and if, in hopes of pre-- 


ferving thefe remains, already fo faded, re- 
courfe be had toa method the moft conve- 
nient, but at the fame time the leaft calcu- 
lated for giving an idea of the tints whicli 


diftinguith fifhes, by plunging the animal into | 


a {pirituous liquor, it quite changes colour; 
and becomes entirely livid. 


‘The head of the fangri is fhort, high, and 
very folid; its form indicates great ftrength _ 


in this part, as its ftrong jaws, armed with 
fharp-edged teeth, are the fign of its great 
voracity. The roftrum is obtufe; the lips are 


thick, flefhy, and moveable; the mouth is” 
fmall; on the forepart of each jaw are four | 


* Sparus erythinuss Linn. 
long 
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long, ftrong, hooked teeth, like the canine 
teeth of quadrupeds. Thefe teeth ftand apart 
from each other, and have behind them, both 
above ‘and below, a number of fmall: loofe | 
hooks, longer in the upper jaw than in the 
under one. .At the end of thefe canine teeth, 
both jaws-have, on each fide, five other fhort 
teeth, broad at their bafe, and terminating 
in a point ; immediately next to thefe, ftands 
a double row of teeth, by no means prominent, 
but broad, in’ the thape of large tubercles, 
and which may very well be compared to the 
erence of quadrupeds. 
_ °2"Phe apertures of the noftrils are double, - 
and placed the one before the other, near the 
. anterior part of the eye; that which is the 
neareft to the eye is oval, much ‘larger, and 
more rounded than the other. The eyes are 
very large. The body is thortened; its fides 
are flattened; the back is convex, and rifes 
--yery much, efpecially near the head; the belly 
i$ convex, and the extremity of the body 
little elevated, thick, and flightly rounded ; 
the caudal fin is forked. A fin occupies the 
whole length of the batk; it has twenty- 
_ three rays, twelve of which are prickly, and — 
the fourth is the longeft of all. The pectoral 
fins are very long, terminated in a point, and_ 
VOL. I. a ert formed 
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- fermed of fifteen rays; the mina ani. has 


eleven rays, the firft three of which are bony, 


and the. firft-is fhort-and ‘thick; lafily, the a 


ventral fins, placed oppofite the origin of the 


dorfal fin, have fix rays, the firft of which is 


prickly and terminated by a very fine point, 
and the fecond is the largeft of all. me 

The lateral line, which is broad and ftrongly 
marked, begins above the aperture of the. gills, 


follows the bend of the back, and terminates — 


at the middle of the bafe of the caudal fin. 


The fcales, which. cover the whole body, as. 


well as the fides and the under part of the 


me bY 


head, are broad, large, thin, and very. adhe- 


rent to the fleth, from which it is aiguls 2 
detach them, , 
I haye. faid that this fith is very” grein in 


colours; ie ‘in fact, its eyes.are.of a very brilliant. Di 


brown ‘yellow, with fome fhades or faint {pots 


of white and orange colour; the top of its — 


head is of, a deep mead brown; the fides. of 
the head, beginning from beneath the eyes, 
as far as, the angles of the jaws, are of a 


pretty. cherry colour. at the anterior angle. of q 
the eyes is.a large: {pot of. fhining gold; the 


opercules of the malls are of a gray fomewhat 


reddith, with brilliant reflections of filver: and | 
gold ; the epertuse of the gills is bordered « 


| with 


f 
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with brown and goldcolour;  laftlyf the upper 
part of the body. is'of a pale cherry :coloury 
that grows ftill'palercon the. under part, which 
is likewife gliftening with’ filver, each {cale 
- being of a filvery white; and) ‘having im: its 
iniddle!a large {pot of-a.faint but bright red, 
which produces a: very handfome effeét: “e 

The lateral liné iss ofa gray} tinted with 
fawn colour, ‘and changeable with filvery re- 
fle&tions.. The under part of the head and 
the belly are white; the dorfal and pectoral 
fins are reddith; thefe latter: have’ at’ their 
bate a {pot of iron’ gray; the pirina ani is of 
a pale cherry colour, with a white: border at 
its upper part, and its laft two rays are of a 
gold colour, The caudal fin is of a deep 
reddifh colour, and terminated by a_ broad 
border of brick colour. On opening the 
mouth of this fith, ‘it was remarked, that its 
infide, as well as. its roa are of a bright 
ou 


tate alt & 
2 A RAAT hig The 
+ The Dulividsial shie ferved for this defeription had. 
the following ainentionss ; 
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The difference of fex and agealfo produces 
fome variation in the colours of the fangris. 
In proportion as they grow old, the tints be- 
come pale, and the brilliant reflections fade 
away. In the great number of thefe fithes 
which I obferved in the Levant, I found 
one which had a very remarkable irregu- 
larity: -it had, on the left fide of the roftrum, 
a large black fpot, and it had no trace of 


any on the right fide. The tkin of this in-| 


dividual was livid, the infide of the mouth 
and throat were whitith, very faintly tinged 


with red, ‘allits colours were tarnifhed, and it © 


appeared to me that it was: either very: old or 


sine pis Ok 
/ Feet Inches Lines | 
Bae: of the pectoral fins ~ = of Og tiee 
of the ventral fins - - = Oo}; 2ijPee 
of the pinna/ani iis). 485 004 pis Lig 
of the points of the caudal fin - C2 ie 


The greatett height of the body, meafured 

in @ ftraight line from the origin of the 

dorfal fin to the ventral fin - - OF 4c 
. Height meafured at the extremity of the body OA Siok 
Diftance from the extremity of the roftrum — 


to the eyes. mi wR igh th pe 
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The fith whieh ferved as a fubjeGt for the 
defeription ‘that I- have juft given, was a 
male; its inteftines were. filled with rem- 
nants of fmall crabs, and they were enve- 
loped in.a great deal of fat. I have feen 
others, in whofe ftomach and inteftines were 
fragments of fea-urchins, and even fome fmall 
urchins entire. The liver is very large, of a 
gray and reddifh colour mixed, with the ex- 
ception of its extremity, which is black. The 
air-bladder is a ftrong, thick membrane, placed 
in a horizontal fituation; it contains the air 
between it and the ribs, and occupies half of 
the capacity of the abdomen. The tongue — 
is thick, rather broad, but very fhort. | 

The fangri is a voracious and folitary fith. 
_ It dwells in the holes of the rocks: its flefh is 
very white, but hard and rather dry; it fome- 
times acquires a fize fomewhat confiderable. 
I faw one which weighed fifty-five pounds, 
and I was affured that none larger had been 
taken in the feas of the Levant. | 

I was. willing to try whether the property 
which Witiueupy difcovered in the fea- 
bream, a fpecies nearly allied to. the fangri, 
of being luminous during the night*, would 


* Hiforia Pifciums cap. iv. page 31. i. 
n 3 likewife 
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likewife be’ met with in this latter fifh; but, -— 
although I repeated this trial, I never per- 
‘ceived:'that the fangri acne ia ene in 
~ vhe dark: 
_ « Wehad fet fail ae the ee of Fi bei 

in company with three veffels; a Frenchman — 
\bound to Srancno, a Venetian proceeding- 
to the Apriatre Sra, and another Venetian, 
loaded ‘at ALEXANDRIA for ‘the account of —_ 
the Englifh merchants, and directing her 
courfe for Lonpon. Our crew,: who had ~ 
learned at Atexanpria the real deftination 
and the mature of the cargo of this veffel, :te- 
gretted exceedingly not being armed, in order 
that they: might take poffeffion of her. Such 
are thescuftoms' of war; which we have de- 
corated:with the empty title of laws, asifaéis 
trefpaffing on property, and by which we ftrip - _ 
individuals, ftrangers to the caufes that arm ~~ 
governments the one againft the other, ought =~ 
not rather ‘to be confidered as ishepabiglnises! ex- 
EN than as regular acts. : 

_ After having doubled Gao Sans ANTONIO, 

“the! moft northern’ of the Tfland: of Ruopgs, 
and. confequently the neareft to the continent, 
from which it is.diftant no more than three ho 
leagues, we found Se in the middle of \ 


the ftrait Which is called the canal of Ruoves, 
and 
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and not the CarPATHIAN SEA, as fome geo- 
graphers have improperly afferted: This Car- 


-PATHTAN SzA, which derived its name from 


the-Tand of CarpaTuos, at this day Scar- 
Panto, whofe coafts it bathes, 1s, as well as 
the ifland itfelf, to the fouth-weft of the Ifle 
of Ruopes, between the latter and the Ifland 
of Canpia.’ -We left behind us the fmall 
-Tfland of Exeusa, placed at the entrance of | 
a gulf which now bears the name of Afarmoro 
or Marmarisso, on the coaft of Asta Minor; 
it was likewile called Szepastus, and it is not, 
half a league i in circymference. Not far from 
this gulf was the mountain of PHa@wicer, on 
which a town of the fame name had a penn built 
| and fortified. 

Cape Votre, anciently Cynossema, termi- 
nates, a little more to the weft, this part of 
Caramania, and forms the point of it the 
neareft to the Ifle of Ruopres. Under this 
cape is Porto CAVALIERE, frequented by 
fhips of war, which are not always in fafety 
_ without the harbour of nee where they 
/ cannot enter. 

If the ‘wind have ever » fo little Peni, tlre 
fea is always very high in the {trait formed by 
CaramAnia and the Ifland of Ruopes. The 
waves 8 rife there. fometimes i in a frightful man- 

NAG a) A ner; 
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ner; the currents which, in a fea mmterfected 
by iflands and projecting lands, vary and clath, 
are the caufe of this extraordinary agitation, 


which is likewife increafed by inconftant and 


irregular winds. Indeed, it frequently hap- 


pens that the wind is different in feveral parts 
of the fame channel, and that, on one fide, — 


there reigns a flat calm, while, on the other, 
the winds blow with violence. Not only are 
the winds inconftant in thefe obftruéted feas, 


but they are here felt by fudden and impetuous | 
{qualls, which are followed and preceded by | 


dead calms; and thefe violent gufis are fome- 


times announced by infallible figns. Above. 


the high mountains of which the ,coaft of 
Caramania is for the moft part formed, it is 
- not uncommon, in clear weather, to fee a very 
fmall black cloud, frequently no bigger in 
appearance than a bird. This globe of va- 
pours is extremely agitated ; at firft very fimall,. 
it {preads all on a fudden,. contracts, appears 
and difappears at intervals above the moun- 
tain, and changes its form every inftant. How 


calm foever the atmofphere-may be,~a fudden 
and violent fquall.may be expected, at the — 
fight of thefe infulated clouds, which difcharge | 


the wind with fo much _ rapidity and vehe- 
menee, that if a {hip be not prepared for he- 
este Sa 


ya 
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ing overtaken by it, fhe runs a great rifk of 
lofing part of her fails, and eyen her matfis 
and yards, 

On the 28th of O&ober, we experienced 
one of thefe fudden fqualls, after a calm which 
had kept the fhip ftationary abreaft of Cape 
Cro, a large promontory of CARAMANTA. 
’ During this calm, a numerous fhoal of fifhes, 
cleaving the water level with its furface, and 
even darting above it, paffed clofe to us with 
great rapidity; and the agitation of thefe in- 
habitants of the depths of the fea, is always 
a certain. prefage of an approaching and vio- 
lent agitation in the atmofphere and the 
waters. A {mall cloud, the precurfor of the 
fiorm, had made its. appearance above the 
promontory ; it expanded, and we were over- 
taken by a gale of wind, which compelled us 
_ to take in all our fails, and continue lying 
to during the whole night, toffed about by 
fhort and overgrown billows. 


On the 30th, in the morning, the wind — 


lulled; but it was ftill contrary, and the tacks, 
which it forced us to make in a narrow chan- 
nel, and in the middle of a very heavy fea, 
{trained our little veffel extremely. We had 
pafied beyond the {mall Ifland of Symi, whofe 
ancient name, Syme, has fcarcely undergone 

3 any 


- 
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any alteration, while its interior condition has — 


greatly. changed. It was formerly cultivated. 
and fertile in grain; at this day, are hardly 
difcovered any ‘vettidles of its ancient culture. | 
The Greeks who inhabit it apply themfelves 


almoft exclufively to the fifhery of fponges, — 


with which the rocks at the bottom of the 


fea that furrounds their ifland are covered: - 
they are the boldeft and moft experienced dit 


. vers in the world; they defcend into the bo- 


fom of the fea, to the depth of twenty or i 


thirty fathoms, that is, one hundred and fifty 
feet; there, they detach the fponges from the 


rocks to which thefe adhere, and then return- _ 


to the furface of the water, in order to take 
breath for a few moments and dive again. 
Men, accuftomed from their infancy to AG 
the abyffes of the fea, to make of them the 


fertile fields of their principal harveft as of | i 


their fole Jabours, muft naturally brave with 


intrepidity the rage of an element with which 
they have found means to make themfelves — 


familiar, and the depths of which they dread. 
not to vifit: and, indeed, the Symiots are very 


good navigators; for the intrepidity of a fea-~ 


man is the moft effential quality, ‘as it is the 
moft certain fource of his fkill. Thofe Greeks} 
with very {mall boats, crols the fpaces of fea 


§ wW hich sm 


i 
* 
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which feparate them from the coafts and from 
-the other iflands,' and, with the produce of 
their fithery,; they carry thither the adtivity 
of a {mall traffic, which is: adequate to the 
wants and ambition of a nation of divers. 

A laborious life, which requires the exertion 
of all the phyfical faculties, has made ‘the 
Symiots a robuft race of men, of a handfome 
fiature. Homer has extolled the, beauty: of 
the king of Symr, Nirevs, fon of the nymph 
Actraia and of the king Cuaropus. <‘‘ He 
was,” fays he, ‘‘ the handfomeft of all the 

_“ Greeks that went to Troy, if we except the 
‘* divine ACHILLES, who was of an accom- 
** plifhed beauty *.” ee gee . 
The life of theie iflanders is. faible their 
nature. and ‘the conftancy of their labours 
have kept their morals free from corruption ; 


__* The following is Pore’s elegant verfion of this pat- 
fage.—Tranflator. 


« Three fhips with event fought the Trojan thore, 

««Nirevs, whom AGLAE to Cuaropus bore. 

«« Nireus, in fanltiefs thape and blooming grace, 

«« The lovelieft youth of all the Grecian races 

** Pexipxs only match’d his early charms; | 

iy « But few his troops, and {mall his ftrength in arms.” 
| Ihad, book 3 ile Ve. 81 i 


and 


i 
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i 
and Tyranny, which fo feverely op/pretfes their — 


neighbours, has fpared, or, to fpeak more corm. 


rectly, has’ difdained a tribe, which, in licu of _ 
opulence, prefents only auftere habits and la- _ 


borious occupations, the moft certain spear 


of independence. t. 

Very near to the coaft of Cape Vops, the — 
Ifland of Symz lies, at the entrance of a gulf — 
which bearsits name. Although by no means 
confiderable, being fearcely two leagues in 
length by one in breadth, it has two good 


_ harbours, fit for the reception of large thips, 


without reckoning feveral little bays or coves, 
in which fmall craft may lie in fhelter. The 
north harbour, barred by fhoals, is the more 
{pacious as well as the more commodious. 
The moft northern of the shoals which protect 
its entrance, is named San Pauzoa, becaufe it 
is oppofite a place of that name, on the a 
at the very head of the gulf. 

On the other fide of Sys, the oulf. 18 
formed by Cape Crro, anciently TrioPium, a 
promontory of Doris, a province of Canta, | 


-at the ext emity of which was built the cele- a 


brated city of Cnrpus. Here Venus was 
worthipped : here was feen the ftatue of that 


coddefs, the moft beautiful of the works of 


PraxiteLes. A temple, far from fpacious, © 
and 
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and open on all fides, contained it, without 
concealing it from view; and, in whatever 
point of view it was examined, it excited 
equal admiration, No drapery veiled its 
charms; and it was of fuch uncommon beauty, 
that it inflamed with a violent paffion another 
Pycgmaxton, who, in the dark, endeavoured 
to animate a cold and infenfible reprefentation 
of a moft fafcinating woman, and there left 
traces of a mad profanation*. ‘The moft ad- 
vantageous offers could not prevail on the 
Cnidians to part with this mafter-piece; and 
Prtny, who relates the fact, praifes them for 
a noble refufal, the object of which immor- 
talized their city, as well as their paffion for 
the fine arts. And this paffion of generous 
fouls fhone on all fides in the city of Cnipus: 
here were feen other ftatues, which, without 
haying the perfection and the feducing graces 
of the Venus of PraxiTELes, contributed 
no lefs to the public glory and profperity, by 
the crowd of ftrangers who came to admire 
_ them. Heaps of ruins at this day occupy the 
_ place of one of the moft fplendid cities of an- 


* Ferunt. amore captum quemdam, chm delituiffee nofu, 


Gmulachre cobafiffe, ejufque cupiditatis effe indicem maculam. _ 
Pain. Hift. noe lib, xxxvi. cap v. - 


stent 


™~ 


#90 | TRAVELS (IN: 


cient GrEEcE,;;and the hand which rulesover - 


_thefe remains prohibits.all approach to them, | 


‘and. does: not even allow of digging: among — 


them, ‘in order -to difcover fragments of: ats e 


~* 


ancient fplendour. Host to 4 

. Independently of a tise for the arts, sthe 
Coidianasbad iif a genius for great enter- 
prifes.. They had refolved to cut through the 


ht Se-a ee S 


bafe. of the large promontory which formed _ . 


their.domain, and to convert their peninfula 
into an ifland., ‘Their {mall craft would have 
avoided the long circuit of Cape TRiorium, as 
well as. the dangers of the tempeftuous fea 
which breaks on it; and. their country, more 
infulated, would: have been lefs expofed.:to 
attacks and furprifes from the enemy. But 
an oracle fufpended labours which weré to 
turn to the fafety and profperity of the ftate. 
It was found that the meaning of the two 
hexameter verfes pronounced by the Pytura 


at DeLpui, fignified that the inhabitants of - 


Cnipus were to leave their ifthmus fuch as it 


was; becaufe, if Jupirer had willed it to:be— 


an iflind, he would have faved ‘them: :the 
trouble of making it fo: an abfurd anfwer, 
~ calculated only, to divert: fromthe execution 
of grand projeéis, and worthy of perfonages, 


ip on myfterious tripods, and in an obfcure 


ss 
~ a iy 


language, .— 


- 
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language, boafted of being the interpreters of 
the gods. ‘ 
_ The thores of Cnrpvus Garba as in former 


_times, a very large quantity of fifhes*. Ex- 
- perience has taught the fithermen of thefe 


feas, as well as thofe of the ARCHIPELAGO, 
that fithes which generally keep in the offing, © 
approach the land during rains and ftorms, 
and that then they may eafily be taken even 
from the fea-fhore ; whereas, in fine weather, 
there remain .in the rocks of the coaft none 
but folitary fifhes, and thofe of the fmalk 
{fpecies, fuch as the turdus labrus, the turdus 
julus, and the perca cabrilla. ne 

The wines of Cnipus were anciently very 
famous. . TuzorHrastus fpeaks of Cnidian 
onions as of a particular fpeciest. They were 


' very mild, and did not occafion tears. _ It is, 


indeed, certain that, generally fpeaking, this 


_ plant loves heat, and that its bulbs are leis 


acrid in warm countries than in cold or tem- 
perate climates. In Ecypr, onions do not 
bite the tongue in a -difagreeable manner ; 


neither do they excite tears when they are 


“© Ovip called Cxrpus the city abounding with fith: 


+ Lib. vii. cap. iv, sity: 


cut: 
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cut: dreffed or raw, they conftitute the moft — 


ordinary food in that country. 


I doubt not that the exceffive ufe which 
is made in Eeypr of this fpecies of legumes 
increafes the difpofition to the diforders ot — 


the eyes and of the fkin; but certainly it 
communicates not to the men any bad f{mell, 
as has been afferted, in endeavouring to ex- 
plain the flench of the Jews who live among 
us, from the great quantity of leeks which 


they employ in their alimentsf. If this ex> > 


planation were well founded, no people on 


earth would exhale a ftronger or more dif- — 


agreeable fmell than the Egyptians, who not 


only eat a great many leeks, but make a pro- 


digious confumption of onions. 
It is very natural to imagine that the onions 
of Cnrpus had alfo a flavour lefs acrid than 


thofe of the north and the weft, that is, of | 


the lefs warm regions of Greecr. 

{t is the fame with garlic, which has like- 
wife lefs pungency and fharpnefs, in a foil 
heated by a burning fun. The inhabitants of 
our fouthern provinces may have experienced. 
- this, if they have attempted to eat at Paris 


the fame preparations of garlic as in their | . 


\° -§ Fr. Philephi epiftol. 
Ce, | country ; 
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“country; it is there: almoft impoflible to bear 
‘the’extreme fharpnefs of dithes of this fort, 
which are neverthelefs fo common in the fouth 
of Feanet. 4 

A clear fky, a eran sdaadiphitte a fea 
whofe furface was gently ruffled by light 
‘Waves, had, towards the élofe of the day of 
thé: 30th, fuceeeded ‘to the turbulent and dan- 
gerous agitation of the elements. But the 
faint Bidele. whith fearcely filled our fails, 
fil! blew fr oma point contrary to our route, 
‘and forced ‘us ‘to ‘ply to windward in order to 
take any proerefs. With the exception of 
this obftacle, our voyage was in every refpect 
pleafant. ‘ The fttetches which we made could 
not extend far in'a channel confined by lands _ 
on all fidés. Sométimes we approached the 
lofty cdafts of Asta Minor; and the afpect 
of the high mountains covered with ancient 


- foretts, cultivated plains, habitations to which 


the diftance gave a cheerful appearance, the 
divérfity of the fites and profpeéts which every 
‘moment changed, drew my attention, and 
‘occupied me agreeably; fometimes a multi- 
tude’ of iflands and. fhoals were within our 
reach, and difplayed to my eyes the drefs of 
their plains and of their hills, or the naked- 
PMIVOL.) 1.2) * oO » nets 
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nefs.of their rocks. Ahead and aftern of us, 
other lands, which the progrefs of our vefiel 
-caufed:to appear moveable and. wandering, 
limited the view. Approximated to each 
, other, they feemed to unite in the. diftance, 
sand | enclofe us in avait bafin, which left no 
‘opening! to our paflage. A flock of cranes, 
directing their courfe to! the fouth, that is, 
towards Key pr, paffed over our heads; they 


flew at fo great a height, that, although the © 


fky was very clear, we fcarcely perceived them ; 
but they made the air refound with their cries : 
thefe birds pais, from one country to anonet, 
only in fine weather. 

The next day, I faw a numerous flight of 
ducks, repairing, like the. cranes, to the rich 
and humid plains of Lower Ecyer. 

A boifterous and ftill contrary wind arofe 
on the 1ft of November. » A polypus leaped 
on board the fhip with fo much violence, that 
in fviking me on the thigh, on the quarter- 
deck, where I was feated, it made the fame 


. 3 
ro 


Ren RAL 


impreffion on me as a, bullet thrown with 
force; it was a calamary or cuttle-fith*. The — 


Greeks of the ARCHIPELAGO Call it calatnrt a 


¢ \ ate oligo, Linn. Der nelle Gen 296, fice 4s 


the 
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the Provencals: totene, and the French feamen ~ 
of the weftern ocean, encornet, becaufe its 
rounded form, elongated and terminating in 
a point, is nearly that of a horn, and contains, 
- in-its infide, a black liquor like ink, .,, ) 
The head of, this foft and yery fingular ani- 
mal terminated, on the top and-on each. fide, 
by three tentacula or flethy feet, having, along 
their inner fide, fmall cartilaginous tubercles, 
hollow, twifted fpirally, and which, from their 
conftruction, perform the office of clafpers. 
The outermoft. of. .thefe three tentacula is 
broader and thicker than the fecond, and the 
latter more fo than the third. ,. The under part 
of the head is furnithed with two large tenta- 
cula fimilar to the:three of the upper, and co- 
vering the origin.of two large antenne of a 
fofter fubftance, ‘but of an equal fize to their 
very end, which has the form ofa mace bend- 
ing inwards like a hand, of which the animal 
makes ufe. for feizing its prey and carrying it 
to its mouth. .The-little tubercles, of the 


fame nature, with which the inner fide of the 


feet are furnithed, ‘ferve it,, probably, for the 
fame ufe, and perhaps alfo to hold itfelf clofe 
in copulation; for it as well known that. thefe 

_polypi couple by intertwining their fort of 
Tore OES Be arms, | 


 * 
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arms, and in the middle of the fea; fo that 
they require to be ftrongly held the one againft 


the other, on account of the apitation of the 


waters. 

Between all thefe tentacula is ech a round 
: aperture, the raifed margins of which repré- 
fent tolerably well the top of a pomegranate, 
or of ‘the fruit of the wild rofe-tree. The 
. head, compreffed above and below, is as broad 
as it islong; the eyes are very large and ob- 


long; the neck is, as it were, -enchated ina 


cartilaginous fheath, covered at top bya bone 
by no means folid, flattened, and cafed with 
a {kin: even with this bone is, on each fide, 
rs cartilaginous membrane or fin, elevated i in 
its middle, and one of the extremities of 
whicli terminates with the body, and the 


other, at about two-thirds of its length. The — 


upper part of the fheath, at the fetting on of 
the neck, forms 2 pvint above,-and a flope 
below. It has a fpecies of beak very hard, 
and perfe@ly fimilar to that of a parrot. The 
Greeks of the ARCHIPELAGO give to this 


beak the name of. heior which means a 


Ww all-nut. 


This calamary was er above, and. white, 4 i 
fpeckied with a bright red, below, ‘Its prin- 
VYARE . cipal fe 
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cipal dimenfions. will be found in the fub- 
joined note*. | | 
The body of the calemary 1s very bane, 
and difficult to be held in the hand. The 
younger it is, the fofter is its fubftance; but 
it acquires confiftency in Property as the 
animal increafes in fize. | | 
The navigators of the ocean affert shiat the 
calamary becomes one of the largeft animals , 
of that fea; which would not be eafy to be- 
lieve, if it be true, as Betonft fays, that 
this polypus lives little more than two years. 
It is confidered as a prefage of a tempeft, when 
the calamaries dart out of the water. he 
fame day that one came on board of our fhip, 
I faw, in the afternoon, a confiderable fhoal 


Feet. Inches. Lines. 
_* Total length, from theend of thean- 
tennz tothe extremity of the body 1 


_ Length of the outermoft of the upper ten- — 


tacula or feet es BE Le 

e——— ofthe under tentaculaorfeet oOo #4O9 3 

of the antennz - - re) Sn 

of the fheath or body he = anh We 6 

Height of the fins intheir middle - ; ° ae, 5 
Length of the eyes -. OO se Re 
Their breadth trie - o0 oC OE 


¢ De Aquatil, Vib. ii, cap. ide 
oe Ue 3 
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of them; they rofe rather high above the fur- 
face of the fea, in the manner of flying-fithes, 
and carried with them a portion of water, 
which, in falling again, formed a long firing, 
fimilar to a detached tail, which united them 
for fome time to the fea, and-which, varioufly 
coloured by the refraction of the fun’s rays, 
_ produced a very agreeable fight, owing to the 
tints with which, in broad day, the humid 
bodies of the calamaries themfelves glitter. 

/ On the fhores of the iflands of the Arcur- 
PELAGO, calamaries are caught with hook 
and line; and it is principally during the 
winter that moft are taken. Their cartilagin- 
ous flefh is rather bad eating, and appeared 
to me difficult of digeftion; it is neverthelefs 
a dith much in vogue among the Greeks. 
The beft manner of dreffing it, is to fill the 
infide of the polypus with ntinced meat; but 
however good may be the ftuffing, it fearcély 
renders the fleth of this animal more delicate. _ 

We mutt diftinguifl a {fpecies or a variety | 


of calamary, alfo common in the feas of the 


Levany, which the prefent Greeks call trap- 
Jfalo, and the Proyengals arugi. This polypus 
bears much refemblance to that which I have | 
juft defcribed, It differs from it, neverthe- 
_tets, by its eyes being of an ‘extraordinary 
vd {1Ze, 
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fize, its fins of lefs extent, its feet having a 
oreater number of fmall bony points to their 
cartilaginous tubercles, the back-bone lefs 
length, and the fheath afmaller quantity of 
black liquor; laftly, by its becoming very 
large. The Greeks, ftruck by thefe traits of 
conformity, affirm that their trap/alo is only 
the calamary changed by age; however, I 
have fome difficulty in being perfuaded that 
differences fo marked as thofe which I have 
indicated are but fimple effeéts of the diverfity 
ofage. Thefe difparities in the forms are alfo 
to be found in the habits; the arugi ap- 
proaches the coaft more frequently than the 
calamary; it often comes on the fand of the 
fhore, and there depofits its eggs, whereas the 
calamary never goes on land. ‘Thefe arugis, 
from their habit of frequenting the land, are 
_oftener taken than calamaries, properly fo 
called. ‘Their flefh too appeared to me better, 
_and lefs difficult of digeftion; but their eggs 
have a flight purgative property, from which | 
no bad effeéts are felt. 

I have been affured that the little polypi 
which were fometimes met with in the open 
fea, and in large bodies, were of this latter 
fpecies. In 1774, I found in the ftomach of 
a fhark which we caught in the ocean, be- 

Oo 4 | : tween 
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tween the tropics and near the welt coat of 
Arrica, one of thefe polypi, which was 
{earcely fix inches long, and the fubftance 
of which was almoft as foft as mucilage. 


This extreme foftnefs was partly owing to the -@ 


tender age of the animal, as well as to the 
commencement of digeftion which it had ex- | 
perienced in the ftomach of the fhark. The 
drawing which I caufed to be taken of it, aud 
which I give here (Plate lV. fig. 3.) repre- 
fents it of the natural fize. : 

By dint of firuggling againft the wind,. — 
which as well as the fea began to rife, we 
reached the Iiland af Srancuo, and we there 
caft anchor at day-break, on the 2d of No- 
vember. But before I fpeak of that ifland,, — 
it is expedient to meafure back my way, and — 4 
make mention. of feveral other iflands which 
are fituated to the right, that is, to the douth 
ef the route which we had juft followed. 


\ 


CHAPTER.” 
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CHAPTER X, 
A philofophical view of the Iflands of the Me- 
diterranean.— Scarpanto.—Caflo.—Caffian 


— Lands. — Limonia.— Narki. — Pifcopia.- —_— 
Se mene 


Wun we direé&t our ‘view over that ime 
~menfe number of broad elevated lawns, of 
fummits of mountains, of points of rocks, 
placed without order and very near to each 
other, with which the Meprrerranean is 
covered on the eaft, we cannot avoid thinking 
that this extent of fea, thickly {trewn with a 
multitude of lands, has formed a continent 
in times the moft remote, and that a fudden 
irruption of the waters of the Buacx Sra, 
earthquakes, and the violent action of volca- 
noes, have inundated that ancient-country of 
Greece, and torn it into innumerable {hreds. 
Vaft and deep chafms have fwallowed up a. - 
contid¢rable portion of that country, and there » 
b i has 
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as 


has remained of it only peaks of mountains, 


furrowed by cavities and filfures, in which the 


confufion of the fubftances attefts that they 
have been overthrown. 

Each of thefe iflands, the remains of an an- 
cient land, violently fhaken, and for the moft 
part ingulfed by one of thofe great cataftrophes 


of. Nature, the traces of which are fo firongly 
imprinted on the furface of the elobe, has 


near it iflets, rocks emer eine from the waters, 


or concealed beneath Tes ledges, fhoals, . 


fragments of its ancient junction with a neigh- 


bouring ifland, or with the continent: it 1s 4 


fill eafy for the obferver to follow fome of the 
lines which connected thefe lands with each 


other, and to convince himfelf that*they all 


formed but one uninterrupted country.— 
Who knows even whether it be not in this 
part of the MeprreRRAaNEAN, rather than in 
the ocean, that we muft look for the fite of 
the famous Artanis of Prato? That celes 
brated philofopher of antiquity has faid, in ex- 


prefs terms, that it was to the fouth of ArTica, — 
which juftifies the well-founded prefumption — 
that it was fituated towards the coaft of Li- 


BY A 


Every thing then in the univerfe is con- 


figned to deftruction; all created beings ex 


5 perience 
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perience various modifications and perifh; the 
Creator alone is immutable and eternal. When 
fubftances the moft hard and: moft folid, and 
which feemed to brave the attacks of time, 
melt or are pulverized in the fire of volcanoes, 

and are diffolved by the action of the air and 
- the waters; when the face of the globe changes, 
either by the fudden effect of fubterraneous 
convulfions, or of great inundations, or by 
caufes more flow, but: not lefs. active, man, 

in the courfe of his ephemeral exiftence, dif- 

putes with man the ruins of this ear th, aban- 
doned to powerful and continual agents of 
deftruction; inftead of employing himfelf un- 
remittingly in cultivating and embellifhing 
the places where he is fixed. Yielding to the 
rage of ambition, he forfakes pleafing occu-. 
pations, ufeful labours; and, arming himfelf 
with all the refources that the genius of de- 
vattation can engender, he covers with ruins 
and havock an abode already expofed to the 
ravages of ages, and which he is to inhabit 
only during fo {mall a number of years. At 
the call of.an ambitious or wicked man, the 
human race become feized with the fury of | 


-. battle; they threaten, clafh, and tear each 


other to pieces; nations devote themfelves to 
hatred and todeath; whole generations rufh 
into 
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‘into carnage, and are drowned in blood; while — 
piles of carcaffes form a mafs of horror and — 
eorruption, which rage, inceffantly reviving, 


will not fail to increafe. 


I have already faid that the little Ifand i 
of Sanra CaTHERINA appeared to have been i 
detached from the fouth point of the Ifle of 
RuopeEs; it isa remnant of the land which 


joined it to another country, in like manner 


infulated, and which bears the name of the : 
Tfland of Scarpanto;.the latter was an- — 
ciently called Carparuos or Carpatuus, and 
gave its name to the CarPATHIAN SEA, that. — 
is, to that fmall extent of fea which lies be- 


tween the Iflands of Ruoprs and Canpta, 
and of which poets have frequently made men- 


tion. Not fo large as the Ile of Ruopes, it” ‘ 
- is of the fame form, or nearly fo, being con- — 
fiderably longer than it is broad; it is little — 


more than from feyen to eight leagues in 
Jength, by about three in breadth, Srrazo 


has alfo defignated it under the denomina- _ 
- tion of Terraporis, becaufe it contained four — 
cities; other hiftorians reckon feven; at this — 


day there are no longerany. Some very good 


harbours afford fecure thelter to fhips-furprifed 3 
by a ftorm, or buffeted by contrary winds, in 
a iva which leav ca be little open fpace to be — 

i a Sa  travertedy? 
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traverfed. “I did not vifit this ifland, in which 


poets feigned that Pauras was born and pafled 


her infancy; nor did I find any opportunity 
of converfithe about it with perfons who had. 
vifited it: I only know that it has high moun- 
tains, rich in minerals, which the, iflanders 
dare not touch, richer {till at their furface, 
from the luxuriant paftures which there grow; 
that its foil is fertile; that game is in plenty, 


and that its coafts abound with fith; and that 


laftly, and this is not one of its leaft advan- 
tages, no Turk makes it his refidence. I thall 
add, that the fituation of Scarpawro,. be- 
tween two large iflands, and on the track of 
_ thips bound to Cyprus, Syria, and Eeyrrv, 
may become the emporium of a great trade, 
as its harbours and its fertility would render 
it a very convenient place for anchori ing and 
| chogeaing: fupplies. ; 

Between Cape Pornrsa, the moft fouthern 
of that ifland, aid Cape Siprra, the moft 
_ eaftern of the Hand of Canpia, but nearer 
_ to the former than to the latter, is another 
point of conneétion between the two; the 
fmall Iffand of Cusso, the ancient Casos, or 
Casvs, a name which the Italians, and after | 
them the Provencal navigators, have meta- 
mor piciede into that, niore indecent, of Cazzo, 
‘ : ae A town, 


~ 
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A town, which was alfo called Cusus, from — 
the name of the father of Cheomacnus, who _ 


conduéted inhabitants thither, had been built 
anciently in this ifland: it no longer exifts; 


and the population of the ifland, entirely com- 


| pofed of Greeks, is not confiderable. 
This ifland, which is only three leagues in 


circumference, is little frequented by fhipping, - i 


its road being difficult of entrance, and its 
fhore dangerous of accefs; the inhabitants, 


on that account, are but the more happy and — 


more free: the Turks feldom venture to go 


thither to exercife the defpotifm with which. — 


they overwhelm the countries fubje& to their . 


empire. And, indeed, thofe Greeks of Casso, 


more independent and more fecure in their — 
property, are more laborious than elfewhere; 


their toil and induftry have introduced ferti- 


lity on a foil of which the ftratum even of — 


vegetable earth, which covers the rocks, ap-— 


peared not to render it fufctptible; the vines 


which grow on this ftony ground, furnifh — 
them with very good wine; and the honey 
which they gather is ftill; as in ancient times, 
abundant, and of an excellent quality. The 
-Caffiots, like all the inhabitants of the fmall — 
iflands which cannot fupply the wants of their — 
population, are navigators and traders; but — 

| 7 | their — 
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their induftry in that line does not extend be- 
yond the limits of the ARCHIPELAGO. | 

_ Several iflets or floals lie near the northern 
coat of the Ifland of Casso3; the ancients 
called them the Cassraw Iflands, or Hlands 
of the Caffians; they are barren, and fcarcely 
covered with a few buthes; they fhelter the 
road of Casso from the wines and: the wi to 
the north. Haart eat 

To the weft of SRP aae at odtier arid “6 
uninhabited iflets rife above the fea: naviga- 
tors alone have an intereft in knowing their 
pofition; and the chart, annexed to this work, 
indicates it with exadinels. 

The firft ifland which we had left on our 
right, on quitting the Ifle of Ruopss, is that 
of Limonta, It-is by no means extenfive, and 
its length greatly exceeds its breadth. Its 
‘eaftern coaft prefents a {mall haven, defended 
by a fhoal, and on the margin of which ftands 

the only village in the ifland. 

At fome diftance from Limonra.is Narxi 
or Karxi, a {mall ifland, which neither has 
more extent nor importance; it anciently bore 
the name of Cuazeta or Cuatcis, and the-ex> : 
treme fertility of one of its diftricts:was much 

extolled. In 1658, the Venetians facked it 
moft completely, in order to punith the inha- 
yd bitants 


& 
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bitants for having taken up aris Ae@aintt therti; oS 


and, fince:.that. difaftrous period, | the fatal 
abufe of power and injuttice, population has 


been feanty, and culture in'a languithing con- 
dition. » Several thoals, rifine above the wa- 


ters, are the indications of the ancient junc 
tion of the lands of Limonwta and Narxy. 


Further on; towards the north-weft, and — 
nearly in the middle of the diftance which 


feparates the) Ifle of Ruopxs from that of 


Srancuo, is the Ifland. of Piscopra, a little 4 
larger than the If{lands of Limonra and — 


| Narxt, which I have juft mentioned: It has , 


a. tolerably g vood harbour and feveral anchor- — 


ages, very ufeful to fhips which-frequent thefe 
feas. ‘The ancients called it Tzxos, and they 


highly efteemed the perfumes which were — 


there prepared. This branch of trade is loft ; 
but it is a proof of the goodnefs of the foil of 


Piscorr A, and of the mildnefs of its climate; 


circumi{tances the moft favourable to the ex- 


. 
ex 


panfion, of the ae odour of ein» ran 


flowers. . | 
The Ifland of Nisari, anciently Nv ISYROS, 
comes next, facmg Cape Crio,, from which | 
it is diftant only three leagues. It-is a land — 


feparated from the Ifland of saalncdell the - 


poets had preferved the memory of this event 


by% 
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by a fable, which, like almoft all thofe of an- 
tiguity, was founded on facts hiftorical and. 
real. ‘They therefore related that Neptune, 
being in purfuit of a giant, detached a piece 
of the Ifland of Cos in order to overwhelm 
him; and that this piece, under which the 
giant was. cr uthed, is become the Ifand of 
Nisari; a temple had there been erected to 
Neprung, in order to perpetuate the remem 
brance of its formation. Under this allegory, 
it is not difficult to difcover that the effort of 
Neprune to. conquer the refiftance of the 
giant, is nothing more than the violence of 
an irruption of the waters, which, burfting 
through .every obfiacle; worked themfelves a 
paflage acrofs the lands of Cos or of Stan CHO; 
.as they have opened fome on a multitude of 
points in the fame feas. Nusarz is an ifland 
of little extent; elevated, and ftony; warm 
waters. and other vettiges of volcanoes aré 
Bere to be met with; grind-ftones are very 
“common, and it rani in abundance feve- 
ral forts of commodities ; ; but it wants a har- 
hans where veffels can caft anchor in fafety. 
Between the Ifland of Nigar and that of 
-StamPout, “there are iflets and rocks, of 
_which an infpeétion of the chart will convey 
yall the knowledge that it is neceflary to obtain: 
VOL. I. Pp - Among 
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Amoi thefe fhoals is to be feén a very ré- 
markable one; the Europeans eall it Mabons 
ot Our Lady, and the Greeks, Panacrs, 2 
word which has the fame fignification. It is 
the point of 4 very high mountain, and the 
higheft, perhaps, of all the portion of the 
continent of Greece fwallowed up in the 
waters. What appears of it’ fill is very ele- 
vated above the fea, and prefents only an 
enormous block of rock, naked, fteep, and 
Alot *innecefible. However, fome Greek 
tnonks, devoting themfelves to abfolute ré- 
tirement, and availing themfelves of the fif- 
fures which ancient convulfions, ‘or the inju- 
‘ties ‘of the ait, have feattered over this rock, 
have ventured to climb up ‘it, and* conftrutt 
on its fimtnit a little chapel, dedicated’ to the 
Vir ein, and a habitation, or rather 4 grotto, 
‘confecrated to an ‘auftete folitude and the — 
‘contemplations of alceti¢ life. What an abode 3 
‘for the man; who, free from all paflion, ‘can 
‘live. independent and fecure from the {hock — 


“of the paffions of his fellow-creatures? Com- 


manding a very exténfive view, his eye reaches 


“over a part of the ArcuipELaco and of | 


Grrnee; in the midft of countries, ‘Whofe 


A population is numerous ahd agitated, his’ tithe 


pani 18-aS SD te as if Ke did abt inhabit ; 
eng 
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the earth; dévoid of ambition, a boat fuffices’ 
to procure him the neceffary articles of life: 
fhips conveying riches frequently acquired at 
the expenfe of honour, and ftained with hu- 
man blood, fail around ‘him, conduéed by 
’ men, who, on more than one occafion, have 
enyied his fate; calm amid the moft fright- 
ful tempets, he beholds the impetuous ae 
noify waves break. at his feet; while he is 
above the reach of the ftill more terrible 
forms of cupidity and ambition. 
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CHAPTER. XL. 


Stancho.—Ancient Cos.—Town of Stancho. 
_ —TIts gardens, its harbour.—Agent of the 
conflate. —Plague.—Ifland of Stancho.— 
Its population, its climate, its produdions.— 
Silk-worms. —Plane-tree. ga 

- > 


NO one is ignorant that the Ifland of Sran- 
co or Stancuio, of the European navigators, 
is that which the Greeks called and {till call 
the Ifle of Cos. Aceording to the remark of. 
CuHorsEUL-GouFFIER*, this denomination 
of Srancuo or Stancuio, arifes from the man- 
her in which navigators, too apt to disfigure 
every name, underftand the words which the 
Greeks employ for faying that they are going 
to Cos, eis ten Kos, and which, pronounced 
rapidly, make Srinco: but it is through a 
miftake, the-origin of which I am unable to 
difcover, that the moft efteemed geographers 


* Voyage Pittore/que de la Gréce, chapter Vie 


Mai fay 
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fay that the fame ifland alfo bears the name 
of Lanco. 

Every one knows too that at. Cos, 469 
years before the chriftian era, Hippocrates, 
the lawgiver of phyfic, was born: his theory, 
founded entirely on obfervation and expe- 
rience, has outlived. ages: and the aphorifins 
which it contains are ftill, after thoufands 
of years, the fafeft rule for the condué and 
the duties of all-thofe who with to confecrate, 
with fuccefs, their days to the relief of man- 
kind. The'god of medicine was revered in 
the fame {pot which gave birth to the firft of 
phyficians. The temple of AscuLapius oc- 
eupied a part of the fuburb of the city of 
Cos; it contained the moft valuable offerings, 
a tribute of the gratitude of the fick who 
had obtained their cure; and infcriptions in- 
dicated the diforders by which they had been 
afflicted, and the remedies which had relieved 
them. This cuftom, at the fame time reli- 
gious and civil, was well calcylated to excite 
emulation among thofe whe made a profeffion 
of the art of healing, and to keep. at a difs 
tance ignorance and empitifin, | 


+ Voices du Feune sath Gs chap. xliv. according to 
STRABO, book Vili and xiv. 
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Cos was likewife the country of APELLES, | 


te moft celebrated painter of antiquity, ta 
whom alone it was perthittéd to paint ALzx- 
ANDER, thé greateft hero of his time, if how- 
éver heroifm can confit i the’ exercife of 
the moft terrible power, whith nature and hu- 
manity tejé&t with horror, that of difturbing, 
of tormenting nations, and flaughtering mané 
kind. Pofterity, lefs fortunate with refpec 
to'the paintet, has fot colleéted his Works; 
we know them only by, thé tradition’ of' ‘the 
moft brilliant renown, while the books of the 
father’ of? medicine, more wfeful and more 


durablés have been handed to us, as the beft _ 


fehool in-which we can learn to ward off from 
our frail ahd tranfitory éxiftence the ills by 
whith it is phage aid oppreffed. Ps 

- Other men, iMuftrious “in the: arts and 
feien ces; owe theif birth t6-Cos. My objeé, 


as I have*announced, fiot being to retrace — 
the aftcient hiftofy of the countries which I~ 


have ‘yifited, a hiftory repeated in fo many 
books, and known to all thofe who have re- 
ceived a liberal education; and the little I fay 
of it being intended only to approximate, or 
rather to contraft the flourithing fituation of 
thefe places in ancient times, with the ftate 
of decay, and of wretchednefs almoft gene- 
he | a Bee cS 


a? 2 


GREECE; AND. TURKEY. ats 
ae 


ral, in which we fee them in our days, I have 
made mention of the greateft men of whom 
Cos was the cradle and the abode, only for 
the purpofe of recalling to mind how cele- 
brated and flourifhing that city muft have 
been, from the concurrence of the {ciences 
and arts which.there {hone in all their luftre. 
Cos was, in faét, magnificent in its interior, 
as well as very agreeable from: its, pofition; 
its harbour was alfe one of the fineft and 
moft frequented in thefe feas. 

It is almoft needlefs to mention that there 
no longer exift.any traces of the ancient gity ; 
the temple of Escurartius, the fagred wood 
by which it was furrounded, the other mor 
numents have there. been effaced, as well as 
the memory of the celebrated men who cone 
ftituted its glory. Such is the fate of all the 
cities, of all the edifices, of all the countries 
abandoned to the devaftation of the Turks, 9 
warlike and barbarous nation: like the birds 
ef night, whofe eyes are hurt and cries ex, 
cited by the rays of the fun, the luftre of the 
fine arts dazzle them, and the {ciences are ta 
them no more than an object of contempt. 
Such is generally the deplorable lot of every 
country governed by the foree of arms, and 
in which the fword gives the law. Arte 
|  P4 -' The 
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The modern town of SraNcuo is fmally 
its buildings have nothing remarkable; bat its 
fituation on the fea-fhore is the fame as that 
of the ancient city, and its environs are {till 
very agreeable. It is furrounded by orchards 
of lemon and orange trees; their flowers, 
which the warmth of the climate multiplies 
and perfumes, there diffufe delightful ema-_ 
nations, and their fucculent fruits are in fuffi- 
ciently great abundance for affording, at a 
very low price, to its inhabitants a falutary y 
and pleafant refrefhment, and for becoming 
an article of their commerce. Cargoes of 
oranges and lemons are there shipped, and 
conveyed: to different parts of Turkey, but 
principally to Smyrwa and Constantino- 
PLE. : 

The harbour, which is 5 defended by a caftle, 
kept in bad order, though formerly fafe and 
deep, can no longer receive any but fmail 
veffels ; large fhips remain without, in a road 
where there is good holding ground, but 
which they, neverthelefs, avoid during the 
winter, becaufe it is open to the winds and 
the fwell from the north and weft. Scarcely 
had we caft anchor there, than a meffenger 
from the French conful, who refided i in the 
ifland, came to apprize ys that the captain of 
a ae a tea 
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a Provencal merchant-veffel, who had brought 
to Srancuo fome Turkith paffengers from 
ConsTantTinopie, had juft expired of the 
plague. Although we were in want of fome 
provifions, our determination was foon taken, 
and we refolved to endure a few privations, 
and to quit very fpeedily a thelter which the 
contrariety and the violence of the winds 
had rendered neceffary to us, rather than 
expofe ourfelves to the moft dreadful of con- 
tagions. He 
However, ‘as we were to wait till the night. 
had lulled the wind, and caufed a land-breeze 
to fpring up, I could not determine to: re- 
main fo near an ifland, which I was no longer | 
to have an opportunity of vifiting, without 
Janding. I promifed my companions, who 
were not well pleafed to fee me go on fhore, 
to take every precaution which could infure 
them that I would not render them victims 
of what they called an imprudence. The 
thip’s boat landed me alone on the beach; 
‘and, for fear of any. communication, fhe re- 
turned on board very quickly. I repaired to 
the houfe of M. Masse, who, for twenty-fix 
years, had exercifed, at Srancuo, the func- 
_ tions of agent to the general confulate of 
_ Smyrna. I was received with the frank and 
ae _ cordial 
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cordial civility of an honeft man, proud of 
Jong fervices which remained -unrewarded. 
‘‘} am by no means aftonifhed,” faid he to 
‘me, ‘that a man, whofe courage has led 
‘* him to undertake difficult: travels, who 


*« has braved the ferocity of the inhabitants 


** of Ecypr and the robberies of the Arabs, 
** fhould not have been intimidated at the 
** notice of the plague.. Youare in the right 


** to banifh the fear of that diforder; this. 


‘* is the firft of prefervatives. The imagina- 
‘* tion affected, the mind depreficd with fear, 
‘* are difpofitions which feem to brmg on the 
** difeafe, infiead of warding it off. The 
“* plague, according to every appearance, is 
** on the pomt of being propagated in this 
“¢ ifland; the indifference of the Turks re- 
fpeéting every precaution which might 


tL ) 
om 


Be 
Lay 


‘* will leave an open field to the develop- 
** ment of the fatal influences of the con- 


nw 


é 


~ 


6 


n 


already made their appearances and this 
‘ year it will make great ravages.’ 

I begged the agent to. adats | to me on 
what hie grounded his fatal prognoftic. He 


bd 


anfwered, by Communicating to me a remark, © 


which his long sefidence in Turkey had 
DA enabled 


avert this feourge, or arreft its progrefs, 


tagion, the firft fymptoms of which have 
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enabled him to verify, and which, by efta- 
blifhing a fingular athnity between two epi- 
demical difeafes, might contribute to a more 
certain knowledge of their nature. M. Massx 
.. then firft informed me, ‘that the plague never 
broke out at Srancuo but in the month of 
January, and afterwards obfervation had af- 
certained that, in the years when the conta- 
gion was likely to be violent, it was pre- 
ceded by a general fmall-pox, which carried 
off a great many children. On my arrival, 
the {mall-pox was making ravages; and this 
circumftance left, inthe mind of M. Massz, 
no doubt refpeéting the more. terrible havock 
_ with which the plague would. defolate the 
ifland, if, in the courfe of two months, it 
there developed the germs which had ue 
een brought thither. | 

This fhishiadn appeared to me new and 
important; it may throw a great light on a 
difeafe which is fearcely known but by its 
_ cruel and rapid effects, and ferve as a clue 

to the curative means which are yet to be 
fought. How many obfervations of that kind 
might not be colleéted! But it requires time 
and patience. The example of Hippocra- 
TEs, the greateft obferver of his age and of 
thofe which have followed, has not many 

imitators: 
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amitators: -we are. fonder’ of ‘writing than 
obferving.. Every one, now-a-days, is eager 
to enjoy’ fome reputation, by haftening to 
thew himfelf in open day, and does not trou- 
“ble himfelf whether the enjoyments of others 
anfwer to that premature defire of getting 
chimfelf talked. of; :‘young people, fearcely- 
emerged from {chool, affume a magifterial 
tone, and’ are not aware of the facility with 
which a {chool-boy becomes:a pedant; others 
eftablifh. theories . before: they: have acquired 
experience; thedciences:and letters cannot be 
enriched. by this: cloud of. produétions which 
afford no information, except the advanta- 
‘geous opinion which their, authors have con- 
‘ecived of them; and had we not {till remaining 
afew great mafters,;' the honour of the fciences 
and of our literature, we fhould regret that 
we are not’ born in a time when the temple 
of #scuLarius and obferving genius fur- 
nifhed to a philofopher, the friend and com- 
forter of mankind, the materials of the im- 
mortal leffons which’ he has written in a man- 

ner at once fimple, natural, and fublime. 
The population of the town. of StancHo 
is, In a very, great meafure, compofed of | 
‘Turks: the Greeks:form that ‘of: the reft of 
the ifland; .but it is not’ very. numerous: 
Here 
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‘Herey there is no place of any .confequence 
‘but the capital itfelf. The ifland, which is 
much longer than it is broad, 1s, indeed, of 
‘no great extent; but the beauty of its cli- 
mate and of its foil, its fecundity, and its 
natural allurements would ‘render the fmall- 
nefs of the number of its inhabitants an ex-_ 
_ traordinary circumftance, did we not recolle& 
that this charming country is under the im- 
‘mediate command of the Turks, who,‘ oc- 
‘cupying the town, are, enabled to exercife 
with greater violence the tyrannic fway, by 
which plains the moft populous and ‘moft 
productive’ may become -defert and ‘unculti- 
vated. Porcacut jhas afferted: that the air 
of Srancno was unhealthy and fubject to 
feveral impreffions of malignancy, which there 
produce various contagious difeafes*. ‘Dav> 
PER has copied Porcacury; geographers 
have. copied Dapper, and, in our. days, 
their books repeat that Srancuo is an ifland 
dangerous to be inhabited. But this affertion 
is ill-founded; voyagers the moft modern and 
beft informed, among whom I fhall content 
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Govurrier{, have taken good care not to 
repeat it; and M. Massr, who, .as I have 
before faid, had refided at Srancuo for. 
twenty-fix years, affured me that he had there 
feen no other epidemical difeafes than the 
{mall-pox, the ravages of which are common 
in feyeral other countries, and the plague, 
which is brought thither from foreign parts. 

And when we pay attention to the fitua- 
tion and the nature of this country, it would 
be difficult to difcover there the caufes of fo 
great an infalubrity of which the ancients 
have not fpoken; while they have highly ex- 
tolled the charms. of the Ile of Cos. | Here 
mo ftagnant water fpreads noxious exhala- 
tions; here the earth is not impregnated with 
hurtful fubftances; high mountains prevent 
not the. circulation of the air; the atmo- 
{phere is not humid; the rains are not con- 
tinual, and, for the moft part, the fky 
‘lear and ferene; the fertility of the foil is 
mich and brillant; and it is rare and very 
slfficut, in the midi of this eooineh 8 of 


. ¢ “ This ifland has sobs that diftingaithes it at Be 
“* fent; the beauty of the climate, the fertility of the foil, 
* and the abundance of the fruits, are properties‘common 
** to thefe countries.” Voyage Pisterefpueide Ja Gréce, vol. is 
{cle age 105s ~ Sit 
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the faodurs. of Nature, for germs of corr up- 
tion and death to fpread and continue. 

Some very high mountains command the 
fouth part of the ifland. Navigators, anxious to 
shelter themfclves from the impetuous northerly 
winds, find, in that quarter, a propitious re- 
treat in the little harbour of Saropino.. The 
remainder of the ifland is a beautiful plain, of 
admirable fecundity, the treafures of which, 
in a preat meafure neglected, wait for happy 
changes in order to difplay all their magnifi- 
cence. Fruits, fuch as oranges, lemons, whofe 
trees form groves where the golden apple 
waves on all fides in the midft of a thick 
and perfumed foliage; figs, grapes, &c. are 
there delicious. The wine which is drawn 
from thefe laft is delicate and agreeable: M. 
Mass made me tafte fome which was not in- 
ferior to the moft exquifite wines of Grencr. 
The variety of flowers and fruits, with which 
_ the gardens are embellithed, flatters the finell 
More agreeably than all the perfumes of Ara- 
Bras in thort, if-a wife and happy liberty 
ould be revived on a land which claims it, 
the country: of Hippocrates and APELLEs | 
would ftill be an enchanting abode. 

Excellent paftures. formerly fed numerous 
Rocks that furnithed wool with which.the in- 
| , | habitants 
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habitants manufactured ftuffs, much eftecined, 
both for their finenefs and the brilliant co+ 
-lours with which they were dyed. This kind 
of indutiry is loft, with a part of the riches 
that conftituted the {plendour of the ifland 5 
and fleeces lefs taken care of, as well as lefs 
common, are no louger wrought either with 
the fame art or the fame delicacy. 

Previoufly to the laft century, commerce 
drew, from the Ife of Sraneno, a tolerably 
good quantity of filk; but, for feveral years 
paft, none is there to be found. The climate 
is, neverthelefs, very favourable to the culture 
of mulberry-trees, and to the worm which 
feeds on them. ARISTOTLE attributes the 


invention of winding into fkains the cods.of 
the filk-worm and of making ftuffs of them — 


to Pampnrua, daughter of Larous, an in- 
habitant of the Ifle of Cos*; and Pxrrny, 
who gives the fame account, adds with a 
tone of irony and indignation, that indeed 


this girl ought not to be deprived, of the; ho- 


‘nour which fhe.has acquired in finding means 


of dreffing women as if they were nakedf. 


What Piiny eyS. eftenwatds of. or Oray 
ir. Hit. Animal. lib, v. cap. XIX. q 
at Hitt. ie lib. ‘lis sili axils bie 


\ 
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which, in the Ifle of:.Cos, are reported to 
be produced . from . the. bloffoms of the afl, 
the oak, and, the cyprels*, is very furprifing, 
and would give room. to prefume, with fome. 
learned commentators, that the infect of 
which AxristoTLe and Pury have {poken, 
the former under the name of bombylios, and. 
the latter under that of bombzr,, is not .the 
fame as our filk-worm, if we were acquainted. 
with any other to which we could apply what, 
they have faid of it; if, befides, we did know, 
from. modern accounts, that filk-worms feed 
in Curna, not only on the ath; but alfo on 
the oak, and even on the cyprefs, and the 
turpentine-tree f: Are there feveral {pecies 
of the filk-worm, or infects yielding a filk 
fimilar to that of thefe werms? Are we 
ignorant of the refources which Nature has 
diffufed in different countries, according to 
the differences of the foil and climate, for 
the nourifhment of filk-worms? What. know- 
ledge natural hiftory and rural economy have 
till to acquire! 


é Hitt Nat. ib ii. ge XXiii. 


+ See the becoud edition of the Ta rail into the Lixeeiot of 

fl China, by Lord Macartney; tranflated by Ca/féra, vol. 

v. page 291.—Note of the F rench ttanilator. : 
ON eel a I pafled 
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I paffed the whole day in vifiting the en- 
virons of the town, and walking in’ the rich 
and delightful groves by which it is 'fur- 
rounded. ‘The obliging’ M. Masse chofe to 
accompany me; and his information, the 
fruit of a long refidence in the Levant, 
rendered his converfation a fource of in- 
ftruction and entertainment. In croffing the 
town, in order to proceed to the fea-fhore, I 
faw the famous plane-tree*, which covers 


the little public fquare with its antique and 


twifting branches, and cools it with its im- 
pervious fhade. Pillars, or rather fragments 
of pillars of marble and granite, have been 
erected by the shMb AA ts in order to fup- 
port fome thick branches, which, being too 
far diftant from the trunk, and loaded with 
boughs and leaves, would break and fink 
‘down through their own weight. Thefe pil- 
lars are, according to what M. Masse told 
me, the only remains of ancient monuments 


which are to be met with in the whole 


Ifland of Srancuo, if we except a few me- 
. dals of little value. 

A fountain has been built under the fhade 
of the plane-tree: it fupplies the wants of the 


* Platanus Orientalis.—Linn. 


Turks, Hs 
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Turks, great confumers of water} and they 
find, in a coffee-houfe eftablifhed under the 
fame foliage, the warm beverage made from 
the berry of the thrub of Arapra, and which 
ferves them in lieu of wine and every other 
fermented liquor. »’The Tutks; to whom cool - 
places are a want and a delight, affemble un- 
der the’ prodigious plane-tree of Srancno; 
every one of them féels'a pleafure in taking 
eare of it, and they have, for this.tree, a fort 
of religious refpect, which is fhared by the 
pa Pe of birds that dwell and neftle on. its 
branches. 

It would not be an inquiry altogetaer ufe- 
lefs or indifferent to vegetable phyfiology to 
make known the age of a tree fo enormous; 
but information, very eafy to obtain in 
Europe, is impoffible to be collected in 
Turkey, where indifference refpecting the 
moft memorable events, the want of regifters 
and written memoirs leave in oblivion facts 
which appear only matters of mere curiofity. 
The wood of the plane-tree is as hard as that 
of the oak; the tree is, confequently, very 
flow in he its growth; ‘and if we pay 
attention to the truly-aftonifhing thicknels 
-and extent of the plane-tree of Srancuo, we 


fhall believe, without difficulty, that upwards 
Q 9 of 
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of ‘ten centuries have elapfed, fince the period 
of its being: planted. : 
The sass was fhut.in,, uien! I sepdired to 


tha thip,. fatiefied with my little excurfion, and 


with, not having been deterred from landing 
by the dread: of the plague... I difpelled the 
alarms of the crew by the detail of the pre- 
cautions which I had taken to avoid all dan- 
- gerous communication, and,- on the morning 
of the. 3d, we got under es befare 6 49- 
break. ; 
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N vee au okee ~The “fa Sip of ti ie » Turk a 
ginaoy carried.off bya handful of chri iia | 
© laces. —Captain of a Maltese pricateer:— 

- Unhappy fituation of the Greeks in the finall 

> lands of the Archipelago. —Man, the moft 

cruel of all animated beings. —Gulls,—Gulf 

.,9f Stancho. — Ceramus.—Halicarnuffus.— 

s i Baudion, so Nlindes. ~Balvadigo. 


’ } 
Sor : , ud FR be 


Tepe evel cof our? penis Sein STANCHO 
_ was the day which the ‘catholic church. con- 
fecrates to the memory of the dead, (the 2d 
of November, All-/oul’s day), a day remarked 
by the navigators of the MEDITERRANEAN, 
whom experience has ‘taught that at this 
period they have to apprehend ftormy weather. 
But this obfervation, of long practice in na- 
vigation, is not to be underftood in a literal 
fenfe; and itis the fame with the gale of 
_ wind of Sr. Frawcis’s day, or of the 4th of 
Oétober; which the feamen of the weftern 
ev pth Q 3 fy ports 


= 


239 - ( TRAVELS IN. 


ports of France dread in the northern feas: 


it is not always precifely in the courfe of 
the days of the 4th of O@ober or of the 2d 


of November that fhips are affailed by a ftorm; 


but they do not efcape it, either’a little before, 


‘or a little after. We had occafion to verify 


the correétnefs of thefe nautical remarks; for 
on All Soul's day itfelf the weather was not 
bad; nor was'it fo even'the next day; but, in 


the evening, \a fhoal of porpoifes, having 


paffed with rapidity ahead of the ‘ veffel, we 
thought it: our ie) to prepare for: fome 
fudden guft of wind. In faét, on the 4th, ‘an 
impetuous: north- weft wind rofe all at once; 


the fea becaine furious; we drifted towards the 


coaft of Canpia. It was not pofflible, dur- 


ing. the ftorm;) to think, of: looking for the 
bad: harbour of Canea; for which our veffel 


had.taken in, her cargo, and we conceived 
ourfelves very happy to be able to enter that 
of Supa. We. catt anchor :thereonrthe. 6th 
of November ‘in the evening, after having 
been im danger. of being, lofi-on the rocks of 
Cape MariFacay aol to .déitey wide elt dom 


During: the rum of abd Soeur jeiaaas | 


which we had’ made fronpSranoné to Suma, 
we had patled between: feveral lands,of which 
I thall now: fpeak,.. inorder that! I may not. 


‘ : have 
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have to return to-this quarter, the moft eaftern 
of the Arcurpexaco: I therefore refume my 
narrative, beginning from STANCHO. 

A. few years before I was at Srancno, the 
roadftead_ had been the theatre. of a. fcene,. im 
which energy and. enterprifing genius ;on 
the one hand, and negligence and -{tupidity 
on the other, acted.a memorable part,,,, There, 
the flag-thip belonging to the Turks was. car- 
ried,,;off ‘by. a few chriftian. flaves, in the 
very, midft of - the Ottoman fleet, and taken 
to Maura, without refiftance. I-beheld, with 
an.extreme degree,ef intereft, the {pot where 
fo, extraordinary, a, trait. of courage‘and pre- 
fence, of mind had eccurred: and, I repre- 
fented to myfelf the ftupid, aftonifhment of 
the Turks, when. they perceived their, prin- 
cipal dhip of ‘the line going off under full 
fail... This adventure, eal gives the mea- 
fure a the capacity and forefight of the off- 
-cers'of the Muffulman, navy, had made a 
great noife in the Levant, where I have 
heard it related repeatedly; but I have like- 
wife had the particulars of it from the leader 
himfelf of this bold coup de main, having 
known him during my ftay in the ARcCHIPE- 
Laco. a | 
Bide ahs A Tarkifi 
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og ep arRithe fquadron, ’ comiiiatided by” ‘the 
High’ Wdrhiral; or Captain’ Pacha, ’ ‘dnchored 
at Sraneto? “inthe feftivals ‘of the Beiram, 
which ‘tetminate the’ fatt'of the? Ramadan. 
The celebratiow of thefe relivious and folemn 


feftivals had attvaéted to: thie- tow the greater 
part of ‘the officers ‘and “crews of the fytia- 
dron, ‘and’ ‘even the Captaiti-Pacha himfelf’ 
Twenty’ or ‘twenty-five: ‘Europeans, takén ‘in’ 


| privateers belonging 'to MART Al and reduced’ 


to flavery,® feived ‘on boatd ‘of the ‘flag-thip, 
Captain” Geert, one of the moft ifitrepid’ com- 
meanders Of “thefé pi ivateersy who had fought 
the Muffulmans’ under the® flag’ of ‘the ale 
of Maras was” one af ‘thé hashes! > Over~ 
whelmed ‘by numbers’ and’ by Wwoiinds, he had 


yielded, and ‘had been thrown into iFons ; the 
opportunity ‘appeared favourable’ to. him for 


réleafing! himfelf from. them: ‘he haftened to 


communicaté his plan ‘and’ his boldnefs to 
his companions. of misfortune, among whom 
were fonié Maltefe,’ Corficans,' and: Italians, 


and: to iiflame thém'. by’ the hope of liberty | 
andof a rich: ‘booty. Their refolution was | 


foon taken’; “they fell on the firft Turks that 


| prefentéd » hibited) they ‘difarmed - them, | 


and threw them all, one after the other;' into 


thethold, the hatchways of which they fe- . 


cur ed, 
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eured, To? ‘cut the’ cables, lioift! the “fails; 
and get underway; was’ the’ bufinefS of ‘the 


fame moment. ° The’ other fhips. having no — 


orders, and perceiving no fignal, quietly be+ 
held the departure’ of the® flag-thip, which 
they might'fuppofé boutid' on. fonie temporary 


expedition; and “it was not ' till the "Captain- 
Pacha, apprized too late, ii the'midt of the . 


exercife of his piety; and himfelf contemplat= 
ing from ‘the fhore ‘his own ‘hip failing away 
witha leading wind, that the fquadron ‘got 
under way; but ‘the purfuit was ufclefs. Thé 
fhip,'‘conduéted by fkilful feamen,* efeaped 
from ‘them; ssi a few: ln aftery ‘AITIV ed 
off Matas code ri : 
Every one there was very atic feprited 
to fee in the offing a large fhip of war of 
Turkith conftruétion, fteering’ towards the en- 
trance of the harbour.’ The galleys, ‘the anci- 
ent monuments ofthe exploits’ and valour 
of the knights'of Maxta, were fent to re- 
connoitre; the artillery was ‘prepared; no 
precaution of defence was negleétéd: © dif- 
pofitions were made’ for repelling the attempts 
of theenemy; but enthufiafm fucceeded thefe 
_ warlike preparatives, when it was known that 
the fhip whofe approach had occafioned alarm, 
was brought in by countrymen and friends, 
: whom 
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whom there was little expectation of feeing 


again, and that they had.made themfelyes — 


mafters of riches which were ftill lefs. to be 
Sere bite art : 


| In fact, the value of | this; inne prize 


was immenfe. A. thip of the. firt sate, with 
her rigging, furniture, ftores, provifions, am- 
munition, and her brafs artillery,; the money 
and jewels of the principal officers of the Ot- 
toman navy, part of the, fums, which; the 
fyuadzon had previoufly levied.on the annual 
tribute of the iflands of the AncHIPELaica, 
formed, a very rich booty, to. which it was 
neceflary to add the price that the order.of 
Matra paid for every Mahometan prifoner, 
who, from. retaliation were all thrown, into 
irons.; ‘Fhe ‘heroes who had deized -all thefe 
treafures, . had no inconfiderable number of 
Turks, on ‘board; and it had entered into 
their fpeculations, not to kill any of them, 


if poffible, in order to, increafe the fhare 
which, they: promuifed paces ined from; the 


prize. 


of fortune, and fruftrated. hopes which found 
morality difapproves, but which cuftom and 


t sn, 

= rn 
eee eae 
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the fort of juftice refulting from it, authorize. 


The court | of ConstanrINoPLE’ could not: 
i — endure © 
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endure fuch a humiliation: it addreffed that 
‘of Versaiiussy and claimed its interference. 
The latter required) from the grand mafter 
that the thip:thould be reftored; and officers 
belonging tothe mavy of France’ were 
ordered to.take charge of her at Matra, 
and) <arry) her.to ConsTANTINOPLE, where 
this act of generous condefeenfion, on the 
part: of: the: French government;'‘made a very 
_ favourable impreffion. Thisiivas> not the cafe - 
—atiMAnra; there:the knights''beheld with 
concern the departure of confiderable riches; 
the ' property: of which appeared inconteftably 
acquired, \and/the.reward of ‘the: bravery’ of 
their iuitrepid ‘cruifers.: By’ way © ‘of indem- 
nification, the: captors were allowed a fum 
which they confidered ‘as moderate, in com- 
parifon to the money that the fale of the prize 
would: have procured them,’ and it is added, 
that they eather a a long time before it was 

paid. 
- Captain Gre fpoke to me of this difap- 
‘pointment with much bitternefs, and in the 
ill humour which the recolleétion of it had 
left on his mind, his hatred had well nigh fal- 
len as much on the French as on the Turks, 
Although he had every thing to dread from 
the animofity of the latter, he was willing to 
, attempt 
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site 


attempt orice: moresito. carry-on Avar agaiift 


them, and to-entich himfelf with their fpoils, 
iefaw him in the ArcuiPELAco, commani- 


mea’ faft-failing veflel;: well armed: and well ~~ 
equipped... To greaty intrepidity he joined 


admirable ; coolnefs, and a firmnefs of cha- 
sacter by;no means commen. \» The Greeks 
trembled. .ini:his prefence, as-before the coni+ 
manders of the Turkith veffels of war;! tyranny 


. was the fame: -but. that: of the Maltefe, lefs 


violent, lefsimpetuousthar that of the Turks; 
had fomething more impofing, ‘and more. for? 
_midable, -becaufe it was calm, cool, and ra- 
tional. At- ARGENTIERA, I> was: {hewn the 
fite, of a houfe, which he: had caufed ‘to be 


pulled; down;,and which no one durft rebuild: | 


This, happened on-the following occafion. 


The fate of, the. Greeks, inhabitants of the - 


fmalliflands of the Arcuri PELAGO, abandoned 
to, théemfelves, and: who feemed to be fought 

only to be tormented and plundered, was truly 
_ ¢leplorable. tdf.a.Turkith fhip, or the fmalleft 
galiot belonging: to that nation, puts into 
one of thefe.iflands, the commander becomes 


“its defpot ; the. chiefs:of: the town or villagé . 


haften to:kifs: his hand; and, receive his com- 
mands, He. difpofes ef eyeny:ithing, cafes 


to -be delivered to him the: provifidns.and all — 


scisite the 
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the articles of which he ftands in need; ‘im- 
pofes labours on the men, .fets up for fupreme 
judge, decides controverfies, fettles quarrels, 
condemns to, fines which mutt. be paid im- 
médiately, orders the baftinado, on) the fole 
of the feet, to be applied as he thinks pro- 
per; in hort, his ftay fpreads terror and con- 
Did a Maltefe, privateer appear 
in her turn, nearly the.fame  fcenes of the 
abufe and harthnefs of power and of debafe- 
ment were reprefented ; the fame compliments, 
the fame prefents, the fame tafks, the fae 
arbitrary. a¢ts, the fame humiliations, and 


- fometimes even ill ufage. 


One. of the a Rat of rigour | impofed 
on thefe Sa tartuuals Greeks, was, as foon as 
a Maltefe or Turkith veffel caft anchor in 
their harbour, to ftation perfons to look out 
on the moft elevated points, in order to dif! 


' over ata diftance {hips at fea; to give notice 


of their approach, and to dkreen a more 
troublefome gueft from the danger of being 
furprifed by his. enemy. . G*** had jut ar- 
rived in the road of ArGENTIERA; watches 
had been placed, according to. cuftom,, at the 
top of towers built on fome eminences which 


_ overlook the village on eyery fide; the cap-: 


tain of the privateer was on fhore with part; 
h, 
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of his'crew,; when a vellel'ivas feen to enter 
the road. The negligence’ of the’ fentinel 
potted on the fae” from ° which the velfel 
came, was cruelly punithed: Cra ordered 
his houfe to be demolithed, and forbad that, 
as long as-he thould live, any one fhould pre- 
fume to build on the fame fpot. ‘The order _ 
was executed im every point, and, feveral 
years after, I faw the ruins of the habitation 
- of a whole family, over-run by brambles and 
ferpents, and ftill ftruck by the curfe of a 
plundering adventurer. 

I was-.witnefs of the fang-fr oid of this fame 
Captain G***, on another occafion, where 
he had like to have pronounced agam the 
fatal anathema againft another houfe in the 


village of ArcentTizra. He had landed 4 


there with ten mén well armed; and while 
the latter were difperfed among the inhabi- 
tants, whom they laid under contribution, 
he dined at the houfe of the French agent 
where I was. In‘ the middie of dinner, his 
people ran in, quite feared, to announce to . 
him that a veffel was coming into the road, 
and that fhe had the appearance of an ene-- 
my. Gt, without rifing from his feat or 
being in the leaft difconcerted, ordered them ~ 
to bring to him the épitropo, a fort of mayor’ a 
} or 
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or fyndic. The latter being arrived, G*** 
afkéd him what man of his village he had 
placed to lookout at fuch a tower? And, on 
receiving his anfwer, he enjoined him to lay 
hold of that man and. bring him into his 
prefence. This order being given im a tone 
to exact prompt and unqualified obedience, 
he rofe from table, and turning towards his 
people, faid to them: ‘‘ Come, my lads, let 
**us march, and prepare to attack and exter- 
‘‘ minate thofe dogs of Turks!” He did 
not go far, becaufe it turned out that the 
veffel arrived was a Ragufan trader; but he 
was not difpofed, on that account, to punith 
lefs cruelly the Greek who had neglected 
to give notice of the approach of this veflel; 

aiid it was not without great’ difficulty that 
the agent and I, by dint of earneft folici- 
tations, fucceeded in obtaiming his pardon. 
A few days after, G*** was fo fortunate as 
to furprife a caravel coming from ALEx- 
ANDRIA, richly laden, having on board » 
the annual tribute which Eeyrr paid to 
the Grand Signior. <A prize of this impor- 
tance infured the fortune of the captors; 
and I know not whether G***, who al- 
ready lived at Matra in eafy circumftances, 
3 covered with years and wounds, having been 
a long: 
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long time, in; flaveryamong the Turks, hag. 
been able to: make up his, mind. to pafs the. 
remainder of -his life, in tranquillity,, and, to: 
expiate, by acts’ of: beneficerice: and the iex- 


ercife .of the inhues, a ncapeer 3 of diforder 
and pHlaze.. 


Man is not the only alyssa heine that 


afflicts the earth by cruelties: »moft animals 
partake of his voracity; but, limaited to fatif-, 
fying their appetite, they do not,’ generally 
{peaking, defiroy but in proportion to their 
hunger: thofe of the fame fpecies tear not 
each other to pieces, and it is only on ftran- 
gers that they exercife their gluttony. Man, 


on the contrary, the implacable murderer of 


animals of every fpecies, is alfo the mur- 
derer of his own: it is not merely his in- 
fatiable appetite that muft be gratified; but 
an inextinguithable thirft for riches, the 
factitious wants of fociety, impels him to 
every excels, to every crime, to an atroci+ 
ous indifference to bloodfhed; and, on this 
_ globe, the vaft empire of rapacity, he proves 
himfelf to be the moft ferocious, the moft 
ruthlefs of tyrants. 

A very.faint image of this common tyranny 
is conftantly retraced in the roadftead. of 


~Srancuo. Gulls, which the inhabitants of 
| our 


ties 
“J 
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bur. coafts of, the Mrptrerranean call 
gabians, real feathered pirates; are there 
metiwith in great numbers. Sometimes they 
are feen cleaving the:air in every direction, 
venting their {harp and tirefome criés, :fome: 
times refting themfelves on the waves, rifing 
and falling with them, watching for fall 
fithes, {izing them with theit tharp-edged 
and crooked bill, and darting  voracioufly: 
on the entrails of animals and other filth 
thrown overboatd from the thipping. The 
_ fithermen of the Leyanr commonly employ 
for bait the fleth of gulls cut into bits; fo 
that there exifts, between thofe ‘birds and the 
fithes, a fort of fympathy of appetite, of rea 
ciprocity of gluttony by which they are 
mutually led to devour each other. 

Whether a veffel enter the road, or whether, 
without {topping there, fhe pafs into the 
narrow channel which feparates the Ifle of 
Srancuo from the main land, the ought - 
carefully to avoid a low and ‘dangerous 
point, at the extremity of the moft weftern 
cape of the ifland,: and’ one of its ancient 
points of junétion with the continent. ‘This | 

cape’ is fearcely more than a league diftant - 
from Capé Patera, which, with that at pre- 
fent named Cape Cro, already mentioned, 
VOL. I. R forms 
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aint a deép gulf of Asta Mrnor, which, in 


our time, is called the Guir or STANcHo,; 

_ from the name of the ifland fituated at its 
entrance. © This.was anciently the Crramic 
Gur; . it formed: the feparation of Carra 
and Doris, and derived its name from 
CrraMus, a maritime town of Carra. At 
this day its fite and name are to be found 
in a place of Aittle pre ama aaice 
Keramo. 


It would: not be. fy eafy a matter to re- i, 


cognife Haricarnassus, in the harfh and 


barbarous name of Bouvprou or Bouprouvn, © 
did we not pofitively know that in this place. 


exifted. that ancient and. celebrated city, at, 
the entrance of the gulf, on the coaft of 


Carta. Rich and flourifhing from its great. a 


commerce, magnificent from its monuments*, 
Harrearnassus has ftill greater claims to 
lafting renown, for having given birth to two 


- great. hiftorians, Hznoporvs the father of 1 
hiftory, and Dronysius furnamed of Haxt- 


carnassus.. And where. is the love-ftruck | 
and feeling mind that does not recollect, 


9 geal 


» * M. pz. Cnorseut-Gourrigr has. given fome very 
beautiful remains of it in,the firft volume of his Voyage 
Pittorefque de'la Grice, which is icfelf a a monument 7 
to the love of the fine arts. id 
with — 
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with affecting emotion, that here, an incon- 
folable wife caufed to be ereG@ed, by the moft 
celebrated artifts of Greece, a fuperb tomb, 
a monument of her grief? ArrEmisa withed 
to immortalize the memory ‘of ‘king Mau- 
sotus, her hufband and brother, and above 
all her regret’ at having loft him, by the’ 
conftruction of an edifice deftined to contain 
his cheriihed afhes; a work which was ranked 
among the feven wonders of the world. But, 
through another miracle of tendernefs and 
affliction, this difconfolate wife, whofe grief 
,. foon carried her to the grave, found:no other 
means of comforting her heart, than by mak- 
ing it the worthy and fenfible maufoleum, in 
which the’ excefs of love feemed to reftore 
to life inanimate remains: till her death, the 
failed not to mix in her drink fome of her 
hufband’s afhes. How amiable and attraé- 
ing would hiftory be, how it would honour 
the human heart, had it only to tranfinit facts 
of this nature! : 3 
The fortrefs, pind ‘is at the sbaleadeetae 
‘the prefent harbour of Bouprovun, is the 
‘work of the knights of St. Joun or JERv- 
SALEM, who made themfelves maiters of this - 
Place, when, after the firft crufades, they 
had By sapnalicd themfelves at Ruopes. They 
Te R | con- 
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conftructed this citadel on the foundations of 
the magnificent palace of the confort of 
ArTEMISA; they named it Casrexr San 
Pierro, or in Spanith, San Pevro. Of this 
the Turks made Bepro, then’ Bovproun, 
changing the p into 8, according to. their 
manner of pronunciation*®.. Coats of arnis, 
fculptured in fome compartments of the 
walls, ftill thew, as at Rnuopes, in whofe 
hands Bouprouwn was, before it paffed into 
thofe of the Turks: But it is not neceflary 
to reach the fhore, in order to be convinced 
that the latter are its poffeffors. Their a | 
negligence is manifeft as foon as one ap- — 
proaches the harbour, which the Turkshave ~ 
fuffered to be choked up, fo that there isno 
longer water enough for large fhips;. this 
harbour is neverthelefs fafe and commodious, 
feaving to the wind and fea iis a Mats nar- 
row entrance. nd inepeat tm at 
Not far from Hinde aud ai the | 
extremity of the fame peninfula, was another. — 
city of Carta, neither fo large nor fo cele- _ 
brated, called AZynpus; its name alone has b 
— been preferved, and it is {till known by bse 
name of Minbrs or AfinDEssE. 


* Guat tidus vite: ae. Pittorejoue de la Grice, 
_ vol. Lipage-+55. 
| The 
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The cape, which terminates to the north 
the large promontory or peninfula forming 
the north fide of the Gulf of Staneno, is 
called Cape Gumicutu or ANGEL} it is op- 
pofite to Cape Patera, and at the entrance 
of another gulf, which the ancients called 
Jassius Sinus, from the name of the City 
of Jasstis, which ftood in its recefs. 
“Between Cape Guarcutu and Cape Pa- 
TERA, the: coaft is ftrewn with thoals, which 
are: called the Satravico Tflands. They 
5 Tener the approach. ‘to this. land dangerous 
to navigation. ) | 
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ae and' Caprone. —Calaino. Pero. 
~-vates. —Stampalia and’ its pleafantne/s.— 
Fifhes. —Weever.— Mullet. Mormylus. — 
Melanurws.—Shaturi.~Cabrilla. 2N atural 
hiftory-of fifhes. Buffon and Lacépede.— — 
Singularity of the capri. be ti 
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north-weft, on quitting the Ile of Stancuo, 


is Capra, near which another, larger, is 
called Caprone. The fmall extent of thefe 


two iflands, and their names, fufficiently in- 
dicate, that they are inhabited only by goats, 
which find means to climb up. rocks inaccef- 
fible to men. 

Farther on, lies an ifland fomewhat more 
confiderable, though not large, fince it is 
only five or fix leagues in circumference. 
It is called Catamo, Caumino, or CALi- 
MENA. The ancients called it Craros; 


eS 
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Prrny alfo diftinguithes it by the name of 
Catypna, and Oyrp has extolled the abun« 
dance of the -honey which. it. produced *. 

There are, on 'this ifland, fome very lofty 
mountains, 2 popolation: far from numerous, 

and ‘the remains of an ancient town! on the 
weft coaft ; on the other fide, a village, which 
alfo bears. the name of Caztamo, built on the 
fummit; ofa nrountain, and near to it, a 
tolerably good ‘harbour, formed by a bight 
or fmall gulf, before which ‘lies an iflet. that 
fhelters it from the winds and fea: but this 
harbour is little frequented; the main land 
which); is) in) the “vicinity, and ‘the larger 
iflands which*are within reach, prefent har- 
bours full. better, and at the fame time more 
calculated for the fupply of provifions to navi- 
gators, and for the fpeculations of traders. 
Catamoa is, in fact, a poor ifland, which can- 
not provide for ‘the fubfiftence of its inha- 
. bitants,  almoft -all occupied in procuring 
foreign. refources by a carrying-trade. Their 
mountains, indeed, contain minerals; © but 
this sats aiGelivbe, fuhivh:; under another go- 
vernment than that of the Tah would ‘con- 


* ee er F. lees ae Cai; daa’ = Meramorphs 
lib, viii... 
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Ktitute the wealth)of-a country, would,’ wider 
_ theirs, become:a fource of oppreffion atid ruin} 
» Thisiis likewife the cafe with the Ife’ of, 
LERO;, between which and ‘the Iflesof :Ca- 
LAMO. we pafled, in. order. tos proceed: to 
Cawnpta.. It neither: has more extent nor 
more, advantages; a good harbour: ahd) a few 
coyes, high mountains, in’ whofe» bofom 
nines and, quarries of marble might be worked, 
an ungrateful foil, its, inhabitants under the 
neceffity of feeking abroad fuccours by mavi- 
gation and traffic, a. commuiiication far from — 
frequent with foreign fhipping,. are fo many 
traits of conformity between thefe two iflands. 
., Lero has not changed the name which 
it bore in antiquity; but: its prefent {tate is 
very different from that formerly oe “ 
this.colony of Milefians. a0 3 

..We then, paffed between. the. ands: a 
Scaasrasie and AmorGoy:after having left, 
between this latter, ifland andithat.of Lxxo, 


-fome barren and uninhabited iflets, whichare 


called Levares, anciently Lepynruos. Ships 
may anchor near thelargeft of thefe iflets. 

_ Jn the name of Srayparu, or Sramparaay 
we again find that of Astyparza, which the 
fame ifland. formerly bore. .This name of Asry- 
PALEA, Which, in its proper fignification, 

megan 
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means the ancient city, is faid to be derived 
from that of the daughter‘ of Paa@yxrx and 
PrraMeEDE, fifter of Ev ROPA, and beloved by: 
Neprung, by whom fhe had Ancaus, who 
reigned over the people named Lerrcr* 
This ifland was alfo called Pyrrrua, Prira, 
and at length Turoy-Trasrza, that i is, ‘the 

- table of the gods, becaufe its foil is rich’ with 
the gifts de! fertility, and almoft' ev ety nina 
enamelled with flowers. | 

In the time of Piiny, it was an iaapeey 
dent country, which belonged to no ote T. 
Here Acurirus had a temple, and" here’ that 
fort of worfhip which was paid to’ valour, 
undoubtedly contributed to maintain among 
its inhabitants the energy neceffiry for people 
who are not willing to fubmit to the y ORE: “of 

a conqueror, | ) 

If we chofe to give to Srampatia an 
epithet which might be applied to its ir regular 
form, we thould call it the Indented Ifland. 
Its fhores ses ‘in faét, as if rent, and: pte-" 
fenting a ‘multitude of points’ and finuofities, 
which form’ fo many bays and coves more or 
lefs fit for the anchorage of fhips or boats; 
but we can sig reckon, there more than 


ae : Ng Pe. book v vii. en BV ck 
+ Hit. Nat. book i iv. chap. x. 
' 4. twa 


~ 
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two: harbours; the one, to the fouth, the 
other. to. the, north... It is much, longer than 
OE ay broad, ; being., only. two leagues iD its 
greateft breadth, and, fix in, lepethy It is 
not yery. lofty, and no high mountains caufe 
it tobe difcovered: from afar. Soil of this. | 
nature js. the moft. adapted | to fecundity, 
which, takes delight. in embellifhing plains 
and: hills, and does not. extend to, the top 
of fteep mountains. Stampazia is one. of 
the, moft;fertile ilands of the ARCHIPELAGO; 
its inhabitants partake,of the mildnels. of the 


climate and, the sgoodnefs of the foil; and 


there is not to be found. in their char acter the 
ToUg ohnefs and afperity. of their neighbours, 
the iflanders of CaLamo and Leno, countries 
ungrateful, and rugged. | apres f. 
But, in regions fo favoured by hie ai 
{y disfigured by the form of the adminiftration 
towhich an unhappy and too'lafting a lot has 
fubjected them, the gifts of brilliant fecundity 
are fcourges, and a ftony aridity is a.defirable 
: bletiin g.. The.one, the natural and legitimate 
fource of riches, becomes that of frequent 
exactions. . The more a country is beautiful 
and fmiling,, the more it attracts, the. atten- 
‘tion and the vifits of ftupid and ferocious 


extortioners, who there fpread ifeourage- 
ment 
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ment. . and .annihilate. agriculture; . whereas 
thofe mad defpats, who ruin themfelves by 
yuining their domain, a avoid barren countries, 
and dread. men who: live on mountains, the 
ufual afylum, of poverty, COMTaS and inde- 
pendence. ht | : 
Were I: at liberty £0 choofe a ivalite 
heresies which, without being folitary, fhould 
‘be free from. noifé or interruption;: which 
fhould. not be deprived of communications 
from without, yet fhould but’ feldom oc- 
cafion them to, be wifhed for; which, under 
a happy temperature, would keep me alike 
fecure from the oppreffion of heat ‘and from 
‘the tharp fenfations of cold; in which an éafy 
culture would: yield me much beyond what 
can be expected from trifling labours, ‘at the. 
fame time that I fhould find ithere the abun- 
dant .refources of a wholefome and varied 
food; where my fieps and my fight would 
wander with fo much, fatisfaction and plea- 
fure over plains enriched, by the bounties of 
a fruitful agriculture, and chequered with a 
multitude of: flowers fown by the hand of 
Nature; where, in fhort, beauty isin a de- 
lightful harmony, with tendernefs and fenfibi- 
lity, my choice would fall on SramPatta, 
Reeve that it ‘ceafed to be fubjeét to the 
| empire 
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empire of the Turks, and that not one of thofe 


profaners of the fineft countries of the earth _ 


could pollute it with his prefence. 

The fea is no where fo full of fifth as on the 
fhores of an ifland which Nature had deftined 
to be fortunate, and which the barbarous 
power of the Turks has contrived to render 


unhappy. ‘The fifhes, which I there faw the a 


moft commonly taken, are the following: 

1. The weever*, the dracon of the ancient 
Greeks, and which the moderns ftill name 
drakaina. In requeft for our tables, on ac- 
count of the exquifite tafte and the fir mnefs 
of its fleth, fifhermen dread it, from the pain 
and danger which they experience from thé 
punéture of the prickles with which it ‘is 
armed, and with which 1i¢ ftrikes with much 
force and addrefs. The moft common method 
of catching thefe fifhes in the fea of thé Ar* 


CHIPELAGO Js with filk lines, which are funk © 


to the bottom of the water, and care is taken, 
as foon as any are caught, to knock them m 
the head, in order to avoid their venemous 


wounds. I have known, in thefe feas, a ! 


fifherman, who, having been pricked by a 
weever, experienced great t inflammation, and 


9 Trackinus Shen Li NNS 
a CONn-= 
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a confiderable {welling, attended with fever 
and delirium. 

T have feen weevers whofe dates were not 
the fame, and which had, on the fides of the 
body, large black {pots that others had not; 
but thefe differences are not, perhaps, fuffi- 
cient for conftituting diftinct fpecies, as feve- 
ral naturalifts have imagined; fince the dif- 
ferences confift only in varieties of colours, 
the effect of the different nature of the bottom 
where they feed, and of a few other circum- 
ftances, and fince, befides, thefe fithes, what- 
ever may be the diffimilarity of their tints, 
have all the fame forms, and the fame cha- 
sacters, as well internal as external. | 

By the account of the fifhermen of the - 
Levant, weevers do not there exceed a foot; 
and, indeed, that fize is even uncommon. 
They are pretty frequent in thofe feas, and 
their flefh is there much efteemed; but as, - 
without being hard, it is more firm than 
that of other fithes, it is cuftomary to allow 
a longer time for its being drefled. 

9. The mugil or mullet*, to which the’ 
modern Greeks have preferved the name of 
kephalos, given it by their anceftors. The 


# “Mugil cephalus. Linn. 
+ 


Turks, 


4 
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Turks ‘call it. kefal-baluc. Many of thefé 


fifhes; which are of a fmall fize, are taken’ in 
the Arcurperaco during’the fummer?: they 
require,, according to every appearaiice, 4 
more open fea, when they have attained a 
larger growth; for thofe caught on the coaft 
of the Ifland of Canora are generally large? . 
than thofe found in the narrowchannels which — 
feparate the iflands; unlefs we imagine fmaller 
mullets to be a diftiné variety, to which the 
Greeks give the denomination of kephaio Ponts 
little mullet: 

3. The mormylusf, or mormyra of ‘thé 
modern Greeks, a name which differs very 


little from. that of mormyros or mormylos, 


under which the ancients knew that fith, on 
account of its whitenefs and its marbled 


fpots. Silvery white, blue, and gold colour - 
yellow, gliften on its feales, and cupreous 


_ reflections increafe their luftre. Its’ flefh does 


not correfpond with the beauty of its exte-— 


rior ; it is far from firm, and fometimes con- 
.traés the tafte of mud, in ‘which thé mor 


mylus delights, and where it feeds on : little * 


cruftacea and mollufca, 
ae 
+ Sparus mormyrus. Linn. 
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- Writers on ichthyology have faid that the 
mormylus | fearcely attains more than. the 
length of a foot. I fawonein the ArcuipEs 
LAGO which was upwards of a foot and a half 
in length. 
4. Another fifh of the fame genus as me 
BN but whofe flefh is delicate and 
well-tafted, is called by the modern Greeks 
melanouri., It is the oblade of our coafts in 
the Meprrerraneant, the meldnouros of - 
the ancient Greeks, and the Adal? or the 
 fchargufch of the Arabs. . I give the figure‘of 
it (Plate IV. fig. 1.), becaufe I found that - 
. it was by no means exact in the books of 
natural hiftory of fithes, which is owing, per- 
haps, to the exiftence of fome variety in ee 
~ fpecies. . : | 
_ The name of melanurus has been given to 
this fifth, on account of a large black fpot 
which it has on each fide of the tail, near 
the fin. Other. fpecies alfo bear the fame 
{pot; but they are eafily diftinguifhed from 
this, which has the body more elongated, and 
the eyes larger: this latter charaéter has like- 
wife procured it the denomination of ocalata — 
in Latin, and occhiata in Italian. A colour. 


t Sparus melanurus. Linn, 


i> | . of 
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of) @ blackith blue; with refleCtions -thining 


with :filver, adorns, with changeable fhadesj ° 


the upper part of the body; it grows fainter 
on approaching the belly, which is of a filvery 
white. The eyes are of a gold colour yellow; 
with a few light and blackifh fhades.. The 


colours are more faint and lets dazzling on. 


the fcales of the females and the young ones. 

When thefe fithes. are ftill fmall, the Greeks 
call them’ aphropfara, froth-fithes. 
iThe bait the moft in ufe for taking the me- 
Fanurus in the ARCHIPELAGO Is a mixture of 


bread and hemes which is thrown on the 


water. 
A The bs af the Greeks of the Aig 


cHIPpELAGO, another {pecies of fparus which | 
has. much affinity to the cantharus*, or 


filvery-eyed {parus, with yellow, longitudinal, 
parallel lines; but. which, at the fame time, 
differs from it fufficiently to be confidered as 


a diftinct fpecies, or at leaft as a conftant 


variety. (See Plate V. fig. 2.) The draw- 
ing reprefents exactly all the details of ex- 


terior. conformation ; and the moft certain — 
_ manner of exprefiing them, being to {peak to . 
the eyes by good figures, I fhall difpenfe with _ 


® Sparus cantharus. LinNe 


endeavouring 
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saibiacurins to tee thofe forms by words, 
which, howéver cléar we may fuppofe them, 
prefent but an imperfect image of the objeéts 
which we puipofe to deferibe. I fhall confine 
inyfelf to faying a few words of the Gs 
which do not appear in the drawing. 

“Phe opening of the mouth is very {mall, 
if we compare it to the fize of the fith. Each 
- jaw is furnifhed in front with long teeth, bent 
inwards, pointed, and fufficiently diftina from 
each other for thofe above to lock between 
thofé below, ‘and vice verfa. ‘The number of 
thefe teeth'is not the fame in every individual: 
Ihave feen fome with twelve; others with 
ten in each jaw; fome again have only ten 
above and twélve below. Behind thefe teeth, 
the jaws. are thickly befet with a great num- 
ber of fmall points, which render them rough 
to thé touch like a rafp; and on the fides is 
a row of other teeth, fhort and flender; the 
‘ tongue is terminated in a point; and in the 
c infide of the throat there is, both above and 


below, a bony tubetcle covered with afperities. 


The faker has the upper part of the fides 
_ of the head of a gray, variegated with a 
“ blackith hue; the top of the head, between 
the eyes, appearing, in certain lights, of a- 
cupreous and azure blue; a-blackih tint 
VOL. E, ae s round 
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- round the eyes; the operculz of the gills of | 
a brilliant, cupreous green colour, with 
blackith variegations; the fides. of the body 


of a blackith gray, deeper towards the middle, 
and {triped, throughout all the length, with 
‘lines of a iky blue; the under part of the head 
and body variegated with gray and white; 
the dorfal fin half blackith gray, and gray 
clouded with bright blue; the caudal fin of a 


gray, gliftening with cupreous reflections, and 


terminated in black; the pinna ani fpotted 
with gray and bluifh, with a gray border, 


and a little bright blue in the part occupied, 
by the prickly rays; the ventral fins varie- — 


gated with gray, white, and bluith; laftly, 
the pectoral fins eray, with tints of fky blue, 


The lateral line is of a yellow, flightly tinged — 
with a bluith caft; the eyes are blue, with 
white. {pots, and the infide of the mouth,. as 


well as the tongue, is white. 
I obferved, that all the fifhes of this fpecies 
had not the fame tints nor the fame colours; 


and thefe trifling difparities are probably pro 
duced by age, fee or the nature of the bot-— 
tom. They all have the gall-bladder elon- — 


gated and cylindrical, the fpleen blackith, 
the liver large, and of a reddifh gray, the 


ait-bladder very ample, and of the fame form _ 
a se as 


gree . 
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as that of the fangri*. Their flefh is firm 
and delicate; they approach the coafts only 
during bad weather: I have been affured that 
the fief for fpawning was in the months of 


September and O@ober. Thefe fithes are of 


an extreme voracity, and they exercife it on 
thofe of the fmall fpecies; almoft all the fka- 
taris which I opened, had the ftomach and 


‘inteftines filled with athernos, fithes of which 


I fhall fpeak in the fequel. 

6. The cabrilla}, a {mall fith which has 
many affinities to the perch. The Greeks 
have preferved to it the ancient name of 
channo, from the verb chainein, which fignifies 


_ to gape, becaufe this fith almoft continually 


keeps its mouth open, and feems to eet 
(See Fare LF" Ag. 3.) 
In the feas of the Levant, are caught ca- 


brille which vary in colour: thefe differences, 
according to the Greek fifhermen, are owing 
to the diverfity of the bottom on which the 


cabrille live habitually; and this obfervation 
is, with fome modifications, perhaps applica- 


_ ble to other fpecies of fithes. The cabrille, 


which keep on a rocky bottom, have colours 


* See page 175 of this velnme:! 
+ Perca cabrilla. Linn. 
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more lively and more variegated than thofe 


which remain, from preference, on a bottom 


oe a ia pe EE ra aS ~ Ss ee 
tet a_i eae 


foft and muddy. Among the great number. 


of fithes of this fpecies which I examined in. 


the AxcutpeLaco, I remarked four very 
diftinét varieties. 
Thofe of the firft have the head variegated 


with brown, red, and bluith gray, with orange - 


colour fireaks; the upper half of, the body 
of a bright brown, fhaded with: eray, with 
broad ftripes of a reddith brown; the lower 
part of the body of a bluith gray, ftriped lon- 


gitudinally with orange colour; the under | 7 
part of the head red; the belly of a pale rofe 


colour; the dorfal fin blackith at its bafe, af- 
terwards bluith, then flaxen, laftly bordered 


with gray, with white fpots; the caudaland = 
anal fins bluifh, and fpotted with flaxen; the ,~ 


ventral fins. of the fame bluith colour, with 


yellow lines between the rays; the membrane ~ # 
of the pectoral fins of a bluifh gray, and its. i 
rays of a gold colour; the eyes orange colour; a 
the infide of the papnin a little spect; and. a 
the tongue white. ) + sae re 


oy EAE. Eaballe. of the fecond otic Be a 
pues thofe of the. firft, by a broad ftripe of )~ 


a reddifh brown dividing them into two equal mR 


parts throughout all their length ; by another a 
| fripe ae 
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ftripe, equally broad, of an orange colour, 
having immediately underneath it a bar of 


- fky blue, extending from-the pectoral fins to 


the tail, on a bluith eray § ground; by having, 
the under part of the head of a bright red, 


' and the iris of the eyes yellow, and {potted 


with red. 
‘A third variety comprehends the fithes of 
this fpecie’, whofe head is of a gray fhaded 


with a bluifh tinge, with flaxen lines; the 


upper half of the body gray, and {triped with 


_ large tranfverfal bands of a fawn colour gray, 


the other half bluifh, and ‘{triped longitudi- 
nally with flaxen colour; the whole body 
eliftening with reddith reflections; the under 
part of the head of a pale rofe colour; the 


_ belly white, lightly thaded with red; the cau- 
_ dal fin bluith, fpeckled with bright blue and 


orange colour, and terminated with a blackifh 
tint; the pinna ani without {pots, aud the 


_— iris of the eyes white, 


Latily, and this laft variety is 3s very uncom- 
mon, are fome cabrilkee which are white, and. 
whofe tranfverfal firipes are of a very light 


fawn colour, and the longitudinal lines of a 


very light red. 
If the reader compare ‘ thefe details refpeéct- 
ing the forms and colours of cabrille with the — 
$3 incomplete 
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incomplete and even incorrect defcriptions 


which are to be found in the works of natu- ~ 


ralifts who have fpoken of them, fuch as 
Be'ton, RonDELET, SABIAN, WIL- 
LuGHBY, &c. he will be convinced that the 


natural hiftory of fifhes has fill much to ac- — 


quire, and that a multitude of obfervations 
is wanting for our knowledge in this line, 
to be on a par with that which: has been 
collected in fome other branches of zoology. 
This branch, however, is not the leaft im- 


portant; it interefis the arts, commerce, and — f 
navigation, thofe powerful vehicles of the — q 
wealth and profperity-of nations; and the 


laudable curiofity, which leads well-inten- 


tioned perfons to learn and admire the infinite, 


and majeftic variety of the works of Nature, 
finds an aliment worthy of it in that im- 
menfe crowd of beings that people the waters, 
and there difplay the dazzling reflections with — 
which the fcales of the Brae part of them\g 
glitter)... 5 


But fo interefting a branch of the {cience _ 


of Nature is on the point of taking a new. 
flieht, and reaching the pitch which has been 


attained by other parts more eafy, but neither | 
more agreeable nor more ufeful to be culti- 


vated. Burron had given an impulfe to every — 
mind; 
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mind ; the knowledge of natural hiftory, ge- 
nerally neglected or confined to the narrow 
circle of the learned, became a prevailing 
tafte, a want for men animated by the defire 
of inftruétion ; the genius of the Prrny of 
FRANCE, equally lofty, equally fublime, but 
lefs gloomy than that of the Puriny of anti- 
quity, lighted them with his torch, and led 
the way to the fanctuary of Nature, whofe 
moft fecret recetfes; and moft precious ma- 
terials, he had begun to unveil and expofe to. - 
admiration. In terminating a career of glory 
which conduéted him to the temple of Im- 
mortality, this man,. of gigantic renown, 
again{t which the efforts of audacious Medio- 


“ crity, and the thafts of obfcure Envy, are 


annihilated, like feeble waves again{ft a rock 
fianding on an unfhaken bafe; this man, I } 
fay, the cherithed confidant and painter of- 
Nature, bequeathed his rights and his pencils 
to him of his cotemporaries the moft worthy 
of that brilliant and honourable inheritance. 
We love to find again the fucceffor of Burrow, 
| to follow him in his profound refearches, to 

contemplate the colouring and harmony of 
his pictures, to participate in the movements 
of the exquifite fenfibility of his foul; and if 


Bu FFON found means to render the ftudy of 
‘iat | s 4 the 


~~ 
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the natural hiftory of quadrupeds and birds 
fo attracting, it was referved for Lac EPEDE 
to diffufe the fame charms on the natural 
hiftory of fithesiacns inne Reval OP 
An ancient naturalift, eke name hocks 
of courfe to be clafled with thofe of Piry, 
Burron, and Lacerrp r, has faid that 


the cabrillz were all females*. This opinion i * 


was fo widely fpread, that it was adopted even 
by the poetst.. Ronpr er affirms that all 
thofe which he diffected had a womb; other 
authors have repeated what was written by. 
-AristoTLE and RonwpELet; but this obfer- 
yation has, without inquiry, been rejected by 
DunameE.|l. However, the remark of Arts- 
TOTLE is not deftitute of foundation; and if. 
we chole to take the trouble of verifyin ¢ moft 

of the facts which the valuable works of 
antiquity. fet forth as true, and which thofe 
of our days declare to be falfe, we thould, 

aR get the penier of the Henayot thas 


>». Nave tai a: Hit. of nla book iv. chap. 1. 


book vil chap. xii.; and Treatife on 1 Generation, je Ae 


ili. chap. v. and x. 

+ Concipiunt channe Semino fraudata parente. Ov. 

ein bi Apud Gofuerum, i in 7 cas tie de fy pies 

{| Ir raité de ¢ Péckes, oN il. - fed lil. chap, il. art. te 


leads 
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leads us to reject a multitude of obfervations, 
whieh, although they clafl with general ideas, 
are not, on that account, the lefs real. 

I endeavoured to afcertain whether Aris- 
rorLe had been miftaken on this occafion, 
as DuHAmEL has afferted. I opened feveral 
cabrille in the Leyanr; and, if they were 
not all females, properly fo called, all might 
be reckoned real hermaphrodites, fince all had 
feed or foft roe, and at the fame time an ova- 
rium, containing eggs in a finall quantity. 

Thefe fithes fcarcely exceed eight or ten 
inches in length, in the fea of the ARcHIPE- 
LAGO, where they are frequently met with. 
It is in autumn that they appear there moft 
commonly, and are caught with greater. fa- 
cility, becaufe they are then affembled in 
fhoals, ‘They devour fifhes fmaller than them- 
felves, but. neverthelefs: fufficiently large to 
appear fecure from the voracity of cabrille: 
I faw one five inches long, which had {wal- 
lowed an atherno of nearly three inches in 
-dength. And, indeed, their gluttony has 
become proverbial among feveral nations of 
the Eaft. However, the flefh of the cabrilla 
is white, firm, and well-flavoured; but it is 
full of fmall bones, which render it trouble- 
fome to be eaten, 

: CHAPTER 
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‘CHAPTER XIV. _ 


: 


Amorgo.—Oracle invented by the Greek monks, | 4 

—Prefent fiate of that ifland.—Archil.— 

Trade of the French and of the Englifh in “q 

the Levant, —Sguills or fea-onions.—Tetters, 

| —Teeth. —Prejudices.—Women of Amorgo. 
Their drefs.—Amorgo-Poulo.—Lflets. 


TO the north-weft of the Ifland of Sram 


pALIA is the Ifle of Amorco, which, inthe _ 
time. of Pxiny, bore the fame name of ~ 


Amorcos, or Amorcus; more anciently it 
was called Hypera, and before then Paracz, 
and, according to others,’ Prataca*. Itis a 
not quite fo large as SramPatia, and its 
— fhores are lefs winding, and lefS thickly fur- 
-nifhed with capes and points: accordingly it 7 
prefents not fo many retreats to navigators, , a 


There are none on its long eaftern coaft, which 


is very fteep, and we can fcarcely reckon more 


* Puiny, Hit. Nat. lib. iv. cap, xii. | 


? 


id | 3 , than 
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‘than two tolerably commodious harbours, or 
havens, on its weftern fhore; the one, to the 
north, is called Porro Sanr’ Awna; and the 
other, to the fouth, and the better, Porte 
V avut. 

The inhabitants of Amorgo were formerly 
friends to the fciences and fine arts; at this 
day they are devoted to ignorance, - and to 
fuperftition, its faithful companion. In the 
country which gave birth to Srmonripzs, he 
of the Greek poets who poffeffed, in the higheft 
degree, the art of moving the paffions, and 
oes caufing the fweet tears of fenfibility to 
flow, are now to be found no others than 
papas and caloyers, without genius, as well as 
without knowledge, and credulous minifters. 
of an abfurd credulity. They thew, in afmall 
chapel, a vafe, which they affirm to be 4 
certain oracle, and which the ignorant con- 
fult, in order to know what will: be the iffue 
of a voyage, or ‘an enterprife, The vafe full 
of water is a fign of fuccefs; if it be almoft 
empty, it announces ill fortune; and fables 
and impottures of this fort have; among the 
modern Greeks, replaced the ingenious and 
allegorical fictions of their ancefiors. — | 

Of three ancient towns, Axcesina, Mtoe, 
and ZEGIALE, deftroyed even to their very 

veftiges, 
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oy 


and ‘very delicious, | «” i 


veftiges, fince their fite is doubtful, there res o 
mains only a little town, or village, built on : 
an eminence; and monafteries, where miracles 
are the occupation and the principal revenue 
of the monks or caloyers who inhabit them. 

High mountains, naked and fteep’ rocks, 


occupy fome points of the ifland. In other - 
parts, plains and vallies are the domain of a 


brilliant fertility. The abundanceof its wines, 
on, corn, and fruits, was renowned ;. it fiill 
fubfifts, although lefs rich, becaufe, far from 
Being feconded, it has to furmount the ob- 
fiacles and difficulties of a bad adminifiration. 


A few diftrids are ftill well cultivated, and) 7 


yield rich harvefts; olive-trees there furnith 
a tolerably large quantity of oil, in propor- 


tion to the extent of the territory; figs are * 


there good and very common, and the wine 


- is ftill of a very good quality. That fpecies | 
of large grape with oval feeds, and a fuc- 
culent and perfumed pulp, which the prefené — 


Greeks call ov-cye, and we raifin d ALBxXAN- 
DRIE, there becomes pe a confiderable fize, 


If agriculture has almoft! preferved its san 
cient srotserity , the arts aré there extinét, as _ 
well as the fciences which accompany and — 
direct them, At Amoreos are no longer fa- 
_bricated 


a 4 
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-bricated thofe rich ftuffs, which, under the 
name of amorgis, were in great requett, both 
on account of the finenefs of their tiffue, and. 

of the beauty of the colour with which they: 
were dyed. The inhabitants, neverthelefs, 
full. apply themfelves to dyeing; and they 
know how to give to their linen-cloths a red 
colour with archil, a fpecies of lichen, which 
is ‘called by the French, in trade, orfeille . 
Therbe ou d Arrique*. This not only clothes 
the rocks of AMoreos, but it grows alfo on 
thofe of feveral other iflands of the AncHIPE- 
LaGo, and particularly in that of ArcEN- 
T1ERA, of Tino, and of Poticanpro. But 
the Greeks of the greater part of thofe iflands 
were not acquainted with the property . of 
this archil, which they confidered as a ufelefs 
mofs, of whofe name even they were. ignorant., 
It was not till 1776, or 1777, that they began 
to know that it was of fome value; and they, 
Jearnt this from the Englith, who came to 
purchafe it, and fhip it on board fmall veffels. 


_ The latter paid for it from fix to thirteen parats 


the ocque, that is, from three to fix fous the 


* Lichen Grecus, Polypoides, tinGorius faxatilis, TOURN. 
a) cor. xls 3 and fucus verrucofus tinLorius. yuith Rei. Herb. 
fe bichen roccella. Linn. | 


pound. 
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pound. When I was in thofe iflands, in 1799; 
archil ftill paffed there by no other name than 
that of Engli/hman’s grafs. 3 
Thus it is that people, whofe inftitutions 
are directed towards trade and manufactures, - 
learn to avail themfelves of every refource, 
and exercife their induftrious aétivity on pro- 
duétions which others difdain; thus it is that, 
in the greateft things, as well as in thofe which 
are the moft trifling in appearance, the Englith 
nation has almoft always preceded every other 
in point of difcoveries, and does not confider 
as unworthy of its.refearches and f{peculations, 
objects which feem the moft minute, provided 
they can be turned to the benefit of trathe 
and of the ufeful arts. I have always been 
ftruck by the manner in which the French 
carried on trade in the Levant. Not but 
that it was rich and flourifhing; yet they pro- 
ceeded only on a large feale; they negleéted 
fmaller matters in a country where the divi- 
fion of the foil commands them, and where 
they may be multiplied with confiderable ad- 


vantage; and it cannot be doubted, thata — 


junction of feveral {mall branches of traffic, 
each of which, in particular, appears of little 
importance, may, in its turn, form a mafs of - 
produce very interefting to commerce and in- 
duftry 


{ 
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dufiry. Thefe reflections, to which I thall 
give greater {cope in the fequel of this work, 
naturally prefent themfelves, when we have 
feen the French, whofe trade to the Levant 
_ was very anciently eftablithed; who there ob- 
tained a very great preponderancy, and held 
it almoft entirely in their own hands; whofe 
agents were fpread, for a time, over all its 
- iflands which afforded any intereft, whether 
from their commerce, or from the intercourfe 
with the fhipping which touched there; when 
_ we have, I fay, feen the French, enjoying in 
- the Turkith empire an afcendency which other 
nations were far from attaining, not availing 
_ themfelves of fo advantageous a pofition, neg- 
leGling eafy means of increafing their com- 
mercial riches, and fuffering foreigners to get 
_ pofleffion of them, and to derive a confiderable 
profit from what they either did not know, or 
difdained. : 3 

The fame English veffels which came to turn 
to account the productions of the rocks of 
the fmall iflands of the ArcHIPELAGo, ‘alfo 
‘took in fquills, or fea-onions*, which grow 
there in abundance, on the ‘mountains and 
between the rocks. While augmenting their 


* Scuilla maritima. Linn. 
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own commerce, they thus furnifhed to tha 


. pooreft clafs of thofe iflands, which there, ag— 


every where, are numerous, liew. means of ex- 


iftence, by the fearch, far from laborious, of 4 


archil and fquills. . \ 
The Greeks of the Arcut PELAGO all this 


latter plant hourvara- -feilla, ball f{quill; hour ae 


wara fignifying properly a ball of thread: 
They alfo give the name of /hilla toa plant 
of another genus, and which is an o7chis of 
fatyrion*. But, inorder to diftinguifh it front 


the real {quill, thefe iflanders call it orchida- . 


frilla, fquill with tefticles, on account of the 
_ form of its flethy and oblong bulbs, fomewhat 
fimilar to the tefticles of fheep. In the Ar~ 
CHIPELAGO, they are reckoned to be very fer= 
viceable for the cure of tetters.. Imyfelf havé 
feen fonie very good effeéts from them, wher 


that diforder did not arife from a blood tod ~ 


much vitiated. The whole preparation con- 

fifts in dividing, with a knife, one of thefe 

bulbs in the middle, and in making incifions — 
in its flefh, in order.that the juice may flow’ 
from it more eafily. The tetters are rubbed 
with this repeatedly. This very fimple me 
dicament makes them difappear when they aré 


—* Satyrium orchioidess Lins 


recent, 
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recent, and cleanfes and foftens very much 
the more inveterate and of longer ftanding. 
But, in countries where fuperftition is always 
by the fide of reality, people are not’ con- 
tented with properties confirmed by reafon 
-and experience, but feck imaginary ones. 
To fatyrion is attributed the virtue of pre- 
ferving the teeth white and found for a length 
of time, not by making ufe of fome of the 
parts of that plant for the purpofe of rubbing 
or wathing the teeth; but if any one meet 
with a young {hoot of fatyrion, at the moment 
when it is beginning to appear above ground, 
he mutt proftrate himfelf, and bite, as hard 
as he can, this {prouting ftem, which is then 
white, with afew black fpecks. 

A multitude of fimilar praétices are to be 
remarked among the modern Greeks: Thefe 
are not, as in countries where inftruétion and 
knowledge are more diffufed, the ridiculous 
appendagé of the ignorant clafs. Opulence, 
which procures elfewhere the advantages of a 
good education, and repels foolifh credulity, 
makes, in GREECE, no difference on this 
fubjeét between the rich man and him who 
lives ina ftate of wretchednefs. They all are 
given up to the fame errors, to the fame 
practices of fuperftitious credulity, to the fame 

NOL. ° T - confidence 
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confidence in iendrance;!and) initraditions 


_ equally abfurd and whim fi¢al;: fo that: there; 
prejudices iare ‘commot to «all! claffes, and 
fenfelefs creeds*are there generally accredited; 
and,: if I may fo exprefs myfelf) dre national: 

Of thefe I. thall frequéntly have occafion to 
mention inftances whielideferve to be’ col- 
leétedias materials for thé  hiftory of the hu- 
man'mind, and, in particular, for’ that.ofia 
people who were at all timés ‘oné-of the thoft 
fuperftitious im the world, ‘and ‘whony flavery; 
and a forgetfulnefs of the’ feiencés':and fine 
arts, have involved: in: all: the! errors!*whith 


ignorance-¢an imtroduce Ls ee : 


difpofed to welcote and ‘preferve them, » 
Among the allurements: oesnnGlewtiel we 
mutt iplace’in the :firft-rank'the!mildnefs and 


affability: ofits mbhabitants, © and: the beauty 


of'the women,: who, ‘by their chatms; temind 
us that we are in ‘countries; where, from time 


immemorial, the: moftamiable fex: were/in oO 
polfeffion ‘ of forms the moft noble and moft 


elegant, of the ‘bldorit of brilliant “colour, of 


an outline the moft oracefal, ‘of minuteats — 
tradtions: thes moft afeitiating. But’ thefe — 
handfome! ‘women -clothé” themfelves: with 


-firange drefies,oto°whi¢h European eyes are 
not edfily’ reconciled) paneer: tieeds be 
errabiegy | Bs 2 truly 
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truly beautiful to eppedt fo under flich.a'garb. 
It bears ‘thuch “‘refémblance to the! drefs of 
the women ‘of “(Nivo/and AxGENn frees, of 
“whith PD givéthe figure (Plate sVIT.)% with 
this difference—the women of A’ioreos' pafs 
a ‘fhawl; ot large yellow*handkerchief, made 
of fine wool, over their forehead: and the 
lower! spart of their ‘face! twit it round’ their 
head in«the forny of a turban, ‘tie’it* behind) 
and fuffer a lone: end’ of it to paves down 
their back. Gur didy Leb ro ore") 
“Amhidne the ‘people oft the’ Eas,’ futhions 
aré'tiot; ‘asin‘our wefterh ‘cotintries,’ epheme: 
rab! fancies) ‘ bantlings: “of. inftability’ and ca- 
prigious duxtt y tine ate euftoms: lafting and 
andietit, whofe’ ‘origin is loft in the obfeutity 
of ages; ind which “will (iN have a long ‘con- 
tinuanee.’ mea ‘as’ ‘cannot be doubted, the 
ufiges of nations’ are ah image of: their cha- 
raéter, ‘we ‘thall ‘conceive 4 high opinion’ of 
the conftancy of the women of Amorcos, 
and of all thofe of the other parts of GREECE, 
who, like them, attached, to ancient habits, 
and ftrangers to the verfatility of fancies, haye 
arelenved their drefs, however whimfical, how- 
ever inconvenient even it may appear, when 
one is not accuftomed to fee it or wear it. In 
fact, it is among thefe women, fo favoured by 
PALA tT 9 ee IN OOTe: 
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Nature, but at the fame time fo indifferent as 
to procuring themfelves garments more fuita+ 
ble to their fhape, and. better calculated for 
the more ‘advantageous, difplay of. their 
charms, that/it 1s common to meet with the 
valuable union of beauty, glowing. saffeChioty 
and conftaney..~ 

South of the Ifland of AMORGOS, cB at 
the diftance.of about three leagues, is feen 
an uninhabited iflet, which is called Amorgo- 
Povto, or Lirrte Amorco. , 

Between the fame ifland and that of Nace: | 
that is, to the weft of the former, are other 
iflets equally uncultivated and uninhabited, 
fome. of which, covered with. lentifks*, fmall 
cyprefs-leaved cedars }, and other wild plants, 
ferve for the feeding of the flocks which are 
kept on them; while the others, which confift 
of fteep,maffes of rocks.deftitute of all verdure, 
are the abode of a multitude of birds of prey. 


he Lentifeus vulgaris. Tourn. 


+ Ceara bacsifera fe curs major, Leer flavefent a 
Tov RM. é} 
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CHAPTER XII. , 
Nanfio.— Partridges.— Nio.—Feftival of St. 
_Gregory.—Cock-roaches.—Day reputed un- 
ducky among the Greeks. —Women of Nio.—_ 
Hair of the Greek Women.—Dreffes of the 
- Women of Nio, and of fome other iflands of 
the Archipelago.—/Vomen of Santorin.— 
Cotton manufacures.—Ifland of Santorin. 
—Kammeni.—Account of a fudden appear- 
ance of a new ifland in 1707.—Its prefent 
ftate.—Superftitious idea conceived of it by 
the Greeks.—Pumice-fiones. —L/lands of the 
Gulf of Santerin.—A bank or ledge appear- 
ing likely to form, ere long, another ifland. 
—Larthquakes.—Lfland of Santorin.—Na- 
ture of its foil, its productions.—Thera.— 
Pyrgos.—San Nicolo.—Scaro.—Greeks of 
Santorin.—Their efforts for preventing, in 
their ifland, the working of pe Sian 
Chriftiana. 


‘THE channel formed by the Iflands of 
Stampatia and Amorcos extends between 
tT 3 two 
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two others, equally inconfiderable, Nuanrro 
and Nio. The former, fituated to the fouth- 
weft of STAMPALIA, is little more than feven 
leagues in circuit. Its firft name was JZem- 
BLIAROS; which’ it debived Hom Meusir 
rEs, the Phenician, who, when his relation 
Capmus went in queft.of Evroba;- accom- 
panied him, and fettled m the neighbouring 


Tfland of: Tuer. It' has)fince been named _ 


Awnapueg, a Pheenician word;:which, according 
to Bocuart, fignifies fhaded and dark, ‘an 
epithet which this ifland- had obtained from 
its gloomy and thick forefts. Howevet, the 
moft. common opinion»is,) that it owes this 
name of Awapue to.the Greek word phaino, 
which means ¢o appear, from the thunder 
having on a-fudden oecafioned it-to rifefrom 
the bottom of the waters, morder to receive 
the fleet of the Argonauts on its return from 
Coteus, when aflailed by-a furious tempett. 


This fable ofvantiquity is the hiftcry of the _ 


formation of Nawrro, which a volcano caufed 
to appear faddenly above the fea, in the midft 
of a violent agitation of the atmofphere and 
of the waves, as has happened to fome other 
lands of the ARCHIPELAGO. 

In memory, of this event was built a temple, 


whicli was confecrated ta Apoxro ALGLETES, eg 


at 


GREECE AND TURKEY. 279 


or, dazzling with _light, , Mirth, wine, and 
pleafantry,. prefided at the, feftivals which were 
here eelebrated,, Slight. vettig es, of, this temple 
are fiill to, be font on the place . W hich it oc- 
cupied,. in the fouth, part of the ifland; and 
the, marble of which it was conti niaed Was 
taken from. a, very, fleep rock, of a frightful 
afpedl, . on. whofe fu mumit. is. feen a. chapel, 
dedicated to Our: Lady of the Reeds, in mo- 
dern Greek, Panagia Kalamotifa. .. 

‘The tufted forefis, which are faid to asa 
dar kened the furtace, of the ifland, have dif- 
, appeared ; and there: are Now to be found 
only. fome feattered., fhrubs. Its mountains 
are barren, and naked, and its plains afford 
not vegetation much more brilliant. Agri- 
culture. there languithes > and, notw ithfand: 
ing the goodnels of the foil, barley i is alniott 
- the only plant which there produces any har- 
_-veft.. Some. fmall plantations of. vines yield 
good wine, and honey is common: . Tour- 
NeErort relates, that partridges multiplied 
there fo prodigioufly, that, ‘in order to pre- 
ferve the corn, the inhabitants, by direction 
of the magiftrates, collec all the eggs that 
can be found about the Eafter holidays, and 
which commonly amount to upwards of ten 
or twelve thoufand; thefe are made into all - 


ry 4 forts 
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forts of fauces, and efpecially into omelets: 
“* however, notwith{tanding this precaution, ” 
fays ToURNEFORT, ‘‘ we put up covies of 
partridges at every ftep*.” JI had not an 
opportunity of afcertaining whether this great 
quantity of partridges exift at NAnrro at 
the prefent day. They are, in general, very 
common in the iflands of the ArcurPELAGO; 
but, however, not fo much fo as they were in 
the laft-mentioned ifle, in fe time of Tour- 
NEFORT. 

The partridges of the iflands of the Ancure 
PELAGO are of the red fpeciest: they there 
live on the mountains and in the mid{t of the 
bufhes; they are fometimes feen perched on 
trees, which is never the cafe with gray par- 
tridecs. The fportfmen of the Levant have 
obferved that thefe birds, when they run, al-— 
ways go up hill. They are the moft common 
game in thofe countries, where they are fold. 
at a very low price; their fleth is more fava 
than that of the gray partridges. 

A fmall town, built to the fouth, contains 
the whole population of Nawrio; every 


* Relation @un V. ayage du Levant, vol. i. 4to. page 27 

+ Perdrix rouge. Burron, Hift. Nat. des Oifeaux, 
et planche enluminée, Ng. 150.—Terrao rufus, Var. Q. 
Linn. ; 
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thing befpeaks the wretchednefs fpread over 
_ the territory of the ifland. | Here is no har- 
bour; but, in front of the town, fhips find 
avery good roadftead, proteéted by a finall 
thoal, which is called N. ANFIO-L’0UL0, ree LE 
NAwnrro. 

The Ile of Niro, more fertile, and at the 
fame time more celebrated, lies to the weft of 
Nawnrio, and to the fouth of AMorcos. It 
is in'the harbour of this ifland, known by the 
ancients under the name of Jos, becaufe it 
_was peopled by Ionians, that Homer expired, 
in his voyage from Samos to AtHens. ‘The 
inhabitants, in honour of him, ereéted a tomb, 
of which there are no longer any veitiges, in 
like manner as the modern Greeks have loft 
all remembrance of the honourable interment 
which their anceftors beftowed. on the moft 
famous poet of antiquity. | 

‘The prefent ‘town, which bears the fame 
name as the ifland, is built on an eminence, 
and, probably, 'on-the fpot which was occu- 
_ pied by the ancient city. Nothing remark- — 
able is there to be found, unlefs it be the 
hofpitable character of thofe who refide there; 
they thew to ftrangers great attention, and 
the moft obliging behaviour; and, on quit- 
ting them, every one is imprefied with the 

beft 
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beft opinion of their generous, 5 affability 
The women, on their part, :likewife, embellith — 
this abode by, their charmsy: ater shh ney 
‘and: their virtuess. +. sodths oT Loew ) 
The ‘French had. a confit.in this stale 
But fince the fy{ftem has prevailed of uniting, | 
er, to fpeak more correctly, of limiting our — 
eommerce:to-the large fea-ports,, vellels have 
eeafed to frequent the excellent harbour. of 
Nio,. and the government to; matntain | there 
a fuperintendant, whofe prefence. became ufe- _ 
lefs in the plan which had :been ‘formed, and 
which was far from being the moft advanta- | 
geous for commerce... . | 
. The interior of the ifland, ‘dak hilly | ithan 
ee foil of the greater part of thofe of which — 
-E have fpoken, produces abundance of wheat, — 
part of which the inhabitants export for fale. 
Cupidity, want of forefight, the eager defire ’ 
of enjoyment, more con{picuous among men 
‘ Ly ; ; ie i , aahe 
* Tournerort (Voyage au Levant) has defcribed the 
Niots as thieves and robbers; but either this author was — 
not acquainted with them, or they have greatly changed; 
fince the period of his Travels. It is probable that them 
there were at Niofome remains of the colony which a se 
of Naxia, to whom the ifland belonged, introduced there) ; 
and which was compofed of Albanians, a tribe of Greeks, 
warlike, reftlefs, and inclined to robbery. : 2 
| ; ha 
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who live in oppreffiom and, misfortune; -and 
who haveonly to look forward to,a,fututity 
thatis doubtful, have induced, the inhabitants 
to fell the fine woods which -eovered. fome 
difticts; fo;thata Nxo, after-having fupplied 
the neighbourmeg’ lands, is at prefent)almiolt 
entirely | deftitutes +:But ,the mildnefs of thé 
climate, renderse not. this dcarcityof wood 
diftrefiing; the inhabitants never have: occas 
fion to feek the fire-fide, and thelentitks, and 
other fhrubs which grow there, fuffice for the 
wants of cookery. , On:the whole; Nro.isa 
very agreeable and quiet place of refidence.'* 
I happened to be there on the day when the 
Greeks’ celebrate, in the {pring, the feftival 
of Sr. Grecory, a feftival that they confe- 
erate, in a manner, to cock-roaches, difgutt- 
ing and troublefome infeés,. which are very 
common in thefe countries during the fum- 
mer*. ° The day. before, every ‘family ought 
to have laid :in\their ftock. of water and 
herbs; were: any to be brought im on that 
day, it.‘would be imiagined: that the houfe 
woulck be filled with Page) ne pre- 
; iG Vopr Me pee A LS ae Nb t 


# Blalig ‘Orientals. | Tvs. The Huser Greeks call it 
datfaride, is ey § bs a ey oih 
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caution is, neverthelefs, infufficient. for con- 
juring away thofe infeéts: every head of a 
family muft procure two or three of them, 
which he fhuts up ima hollow reed, and throws 
them into the fea, at the fame'time uttering 
a thoufand curfes. Although long experience | 
has demonftrated the mefficacy of ‘this cere- 
mony and of thefe imprecations, there is not 
a fingle Greek of Nro, and of feveral other 
iflands of the AncurPELAGo, who annually, 
on fuch a day, does not obferve them feru- . 
puloufly, though not a year paffes without 
their houfes being infefted with cock-roaches 
in the fummer: fo blind is fuperftition, when 
time and ignorance have allowed it to take 
deep root ! | 

Another precaution full as ufelefs, but 
which is not, on that-account, the lefs ob- 
ferved by the Greeks of the fame iflands, 1s 
that by which they every year note the day 
when the feftivalt of St. Jouwn the Baptitt 
falls. They are particularly careful not to un- 
dertake any thing the fame day of the week, 
éturing the whole year, becaufe they are per- 
fuaded that a work, a voyage, any bufinefs 
whatever, begun at this period, would infal- 
libly mifcarry, or haye a very unfortunate 
iilue, 


The 
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The drefs of the women of Niro is much 
the fame as that of the women of Amoreos, 
and of moft of the iflands of the ArcurrE- 
taco. But at Nio, they do not, as at 
-AmoRGOS, conceal part of their handfome 
face, by an intrufive piece of cloth: their fea- 
tures are entirely expofed to view, their fore- 
- head is uncovered, and the fhawl, with which 
their head is enveloped, exhibits a fort of 
crefcent of beautiful black hair, glofly as 5 jet 
and foft as filk. 

I fhall remark,’ on this occafion, that the 
fize, and confequently the coarfenefs of the 
hair, appears to depend on the feverity of the 
climate. Negroes have wool, and I have 
never feen any where hair fo fine as on the 
head of the greater part of the women of the 
Nase: . | 

We might make an skcedtion againft the 
garments ue the women of Niro, and of the 
other iflands where they are accuftomed to 
wear any of the fame defcription, for not 
teaching fufliciently low, and being repug- 
nant to decency. Their petticoat, in fact, 
comes only to the knees; but in this defect 
of length, which, added to the forms of the’ 
other parts of the drefs, has fomething whim- 

fical and grotefque, there is nothing immo-. 
deft. 
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deft; Ifo im ovr :countryy: the idea of im- 
propriety and effrontery accompanies a woman 
whofe legs ate not, covered,’ at leat. in a great 
qmeafure,. by long-garments, itas that the legs, 
although dreffed,  avepavith our womens iith- 
médiafely coniected with parts which-ate not, - 
and which decency firiéily conceals from view. 
‘But what it reprovesamong us, cannot alarm 
» am theta suc; There, all therwomeén are com- 
" pletely clothed 5: they.all wear drawers, ‘which 
| permit them not to embartafs their legs iby 
pane. petticoats... | Arotnet Toth I 
» The Turkith women, ’ id thal female: Greeks | 
ate hes towns, ‘make: ufe-of. long and 
vample drawers, which come: down. to: their 
heels; they even:wear them double: the under 
pair is. of linen or cotton, and ‘that which 
appears is of linen or filk. The drawers of 
the women of the ArcuiprLaco are ‘plain, 
fiert, and, moft’ commonly, made: of ‘cotton. 
“Like thofe of the Turkith women, and rich — 
female inhabitants of the cities:and. towns, . 
they are in like manner confined, above. the 7 
hips, by a girdle of knit filk or cotton, pafled 
through a noofe, and faftened ‘in front by a 
long running knot: they are alfo very ample; | 
but'they do not reach beyond the knee, under — 
which they are confined with ftrings that are: 
: | covered 


ee 
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covered by the ftockings.. The women are in 
the habit of:tying thefe ftrings fo:tieht, at 
the top of the calf of the Jeg,.that their 
-impreffion becomes fufficiently deep and broad 
to admit the finger: This cuftom of clothing 
themfelves more ‘completely has, ‘methinks; 
ereat advantages for the health of the women: 
adopted by ours, it would fave: them ‘from 
a crowd of diforders, which*may very. proba- 
bly ‘have no ‘other caufe: than. their’ having 
néoleéted it, and by ‘this, gorse Se ge 
doubtlefs, be no lofers> ©... | 
/. Fhe garments: of the women’ of it Ifland 
of SSanTortNn have more’regularity, and aré 
longer, than thofe of which I have jut fpoken; 
their head is covered by a rolled fhawl, twifted 
in the form of a turban, and which,’ moft 
commonly, paffes under the ‘chin. Their 
principal occupation is to {pin cotten, which — 
grows very well.in that country, and ferves 
for the manufaCture of cloths, known in’ the 
Levant: by the names of dimities and efta- 
mites, an.important branch of induftry, and 
the ‘principal trade of that famous ifland: 
Et is-well known that Sanrorin, formerly 
T HERA, and more anciently Caxzzisra, a word 
which fignifies the Handfome, has experienced 
_ fingular changes from the effect of fubterra- 
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neous fires. Emerged from the bofom of the 
fea, it was afterwards partly fwallowed up m. 
the year 237 betore the Chriftian era; and 
feparated from: Txerasta, 2 fmall ifland at 
this day called Aspronisr. «The {pace con- 
tained between thofe two iflands, and at pre- ~ 
fent« filled by the fea, made, according te 
the well-founded opinion of a judicious: ob- 
ferver*, a part of THEra, or of the large 
land, which, at the time of this revolution, 
affumed the form of a ctefcent. Indeed, the 
coaft of that gulf, compofed of fteep racks, 
black, calcined, and towering upwards of 
three hundred feet above the level of “the 
fea, appears to be the edge of an enormous 
crater, the bottom of which has never been 
fathomed. | h : 

Several other revolutions happened fuccef- 
fively in the fame place; and the terrifying | 


fcenes of the great convulfions of Nature ~ 


have been. renewéd there repeatedly: an 
earthquake was felt forty years after the 
Iflands of Tnera and Turrasra were fepa- 
rated. The waters boiled up, and a new 
ifland rofe above the fea, aad all at. once 


* M. De Cpe vn uenieh, Voyage Pie de 
Gréces vol, i. pages 322 and 323, | 


> 
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prefented itfelf to the eyes of aftonifhed na- 

vigators*. This little iland was called Kiera, 

facred, no doubt, on account of its origin, 

which bordered on a prodigy, and which oc- 

cafioned it to be confecrated to the god of 
hell. The nature of the calcined fubftances 
of which it is formed has fince obtained it the 

name of Kammeni, or the Burnt Ifland. 

Subterraneous commotions, convulfions, 
and other phenomena, terrified the men of 
thefe countries, at different times, and pro- 
duced on the land changes more or lefs con- 
fiderable, till the year 1743, when another 
 ifland fuddenly appeared above the furface of 
the waters. In order to diftinguith it from 
the former, which is the larger, the Greeks 
have named it AZicrr Kamuent, or the Little 
Burnt Lfland. 

Laftly, at the beginning of the century 
which has juft elapfed, a new iflet appeared © 
between the Great and the Little KaMMENI, 
about a league from Sanrorrin. It was on 
the 23rd of May, 1707, at break of day, 
that were perceived the commencements of 


* Justin. book xxx, chap. iv. zote, that PLiny (Hit. 
Nat. lib. ii. cap. Ixxxvii.) fays, improperly, that this 
event took place one hundred and thirty years after that — 

which gave birth to the Ifle of Therafia. 
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this other produétion of the fubterraneous 


fires which burn in thefe parts. On the 18th - 


of the fame month, there had been felt at 
SANTORIN two flight fhocks of an earth- 
quake. No great attention was paid to them 


at the time; but, in the fequel, there avas 


reafon to fuppofe that, at that moment, the 
new iflet was beginning to detach itfelf from 
the bottom: of. the seal and to rife towards 
its furface.. Be this as it may, fome Greeks 
belonging to Sanrortn having, very early 
in the morning; feen the firft points of the 
‘@rowing ifland, imagined’ that thefe might be 
the remains of fome ihipwreck, which the fea 
had brought-during thenight. In hopes of | 


being the’ firft to avail themfelves of them, — 
they haftened: to reach them; but, no fooner 
had they difcovered that, in lieu of pieces of - 


a'floating wreck, thefe were black and:.cal- 
- kinedrocks, than they. returned, quite fright- 
éned, publithing every uk what tes had 
ae feen.: 

*Yhe fright-was gener ne in ne whole Mand 
TOF Sane ‘ORIN; it was well/known there that 
thefe fudden appearances of new lands had 
‘always been attended by great difafters. 
: Neverthelefs; two.or three days having paffed 
without any. thing fatal ‘happening, fome of 
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the inhabitants of Sanrorin came to a re- 
folution of making obfervations on the very 
fpot.. Having landed, curiofity induced them 
to proceed from rock to rock; they found — 
every where a fort of white ftone which might 

be cut like bread, and which fo well imitated 

it 1 figure, colour, and confiftency,. that, 

with the exception of the tafte, it might have’ 
been taken’ for real. wheaten bread.-. What. 
pleafed them and aftonithed them more, was 

a quantity of freth oyfters adhering to the 
rocks, acircumftance very aincommon . at 
SanTorin. . While thefe Greeks were amuf- 
ing themfelves with eating the oyfters, they 
all at once felt the rocks move, and the. 
ground tremble under their feet; terror foon 
made them abandon:their repaft, in order to 
jump into their boat, and row away as hard » 
as they could pull. This {hock was a motion 

of the ifland, which was increafing, and which, 
at that moment, vifibly rofe, having, in @ 

very! few days, gained near twenty feet in 

height, and twice as much in breadth. 

As this motion, by which the new ifland 
was'daily becoming higher and broader, was 
not always equal, accordingly it did not in- | 
creafe every day equally on all fides. It even 
frequently happened that it fell and diminifhed 
mo by) vee in 
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in one place, while it. rofe and fpread in 


another. One day, in particular, a rock very 
remarkable from its fize and figure, having 
iffued from the fea, forty or fifty paces from 
the middle of the ifland, funk at the expira- 
tion of four days into the water, and appeared 


no more. ‘This was not the cafe with fome 


other rocks which, after having made their 
appearance, and concealed themfelves at‘ va- 
rious times, at length re-appeared and remained 
fixed." Thefe different commotions violently 


fhook the Little KammeEnr, and, on its fum- 


mit, was remarked a long fiffure, which had 
not been feen there before. During this time, 
the fea of the gulf feveral times changed its 
colour; it» firft became of a dazzling green, 
then of a reddifh hue, and at laft of a pale 


'. yellow, and conftantly emitted a great ftench. 


' On the 16th of July, fmoke was feen, for 
the firft time, to iffue, not from, the part of 
the ifland that appeared, but from a chain of 
black rocks, which rofe all on a fudden fixty. 


yards from that fpot, and from a part of the — 
fea where no bottom had been found; this, © 
for fome time, formed as it were two feparate 
iflands, one of which was called the White 


Tfland, and the other, the Black Ifland, on 


account of their different colour; but which: 
ere aa 
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ere long were again united to each other, yet 
ain fuch a manner that thofe black rocks which 
laft fprang up became the centre of the whole 
ifland. The fmoke which iffued from the . 
chain of black rocks was thick and whitith, 
like that which iffues from feveral lime-kilns. 
thrown into one. The wind carried it over 
one of the habitations fituated at the extre- 
mity of the gulf, and it did not there occafion 
much inconvenience: its {mell too was not: 
particularly obnoxious, 

In the night between the 19th and 20th, 
flames of fire were feen to rife from the mid- 
dle of this {moke, which caufed the inha- 
bitants of SANTORIN great apprehenfion. 
This fire, neverthelefs, was alfo little to be 
feared, fince it iffued only from a fingle point 
of the Black Ifland, and did not appear at all | 
during the day. 

Neither fire nor {moke was ever feen on the 
White Ifland; yet, notwithftanding, it con- 
tinued conftantly to grow larger; but the 
Black Ifland increafed far more quickly. 
_ Every day were feen to arife big rocks, which 
one while rendered it longer, another while 
. broader; and this in fo perceptible a manner, 
that it was noticed from one moment to ano- 
ther. Sometimes thefe rocks were joined to 

v3 the 
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the ifland, fometimes ee: ‘were very veimote 
from it; fo that in lefs than.a month were 
reckoned as many as four little black iflands, 
which, in four days, were united to each 
other, and, then formed but one. It was 


_ likewife remarked that the fmoke had greatly a 


increafed, and that, no wind blowing at the 
time, it afcended fo high that it was feen from 
Canpia, from Naxra, and from other diftant 
-iflands. During the night, this fmoke always 
appeared fiery to the height of fifteen or 
twenty feet, arid the fea was covered with 
a reddith fubfance or froth in fome places, 


and yellowifh in others. So great a de- : 


gree of putrefaétion fpread through all San- 


Torin, that the inhabitants were obliged 


to burn perfumes, and to kindle fires in the 
fireets. This infeétion lafted only a day and 
a half. A very frefh fouth-weft wind fh 
_pelled it; but in driving away one evil, 

introduced another. § It carried this nee 
fmoke over a ‘great part of the beft vineyards 


of Sawrortn, the grapes of which were 
almoft ripe, and which, in one night, were a 
all féorched. It was likewife remarked, that 
wherever this fmoke was carried, it blackened 
filver and copper, and-occafioned the inha- 
re -yiolent - head-aches, accompanied by 


Bik, ~) {trong 
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ftrong naufea. At that time, the White Ifland 
fettled and funk all at once ooo of ten — 
feet. : | 
On the 31ft fs r hy, it was Aitamdrda that 
the fea caft forth fmoke and boiled up in 
two places, the one at thirty, and the other 
at fixty yards from the Black Hland. In thefe 
two fpaces, each of which formed a -perfeét 
circle, the water appeared like oil on the 
fire. This lafted upwards of a month, during 
which were found a ‘great many dead fithes. - 
The following night was heard a hollow 
noife, like the report of feveral cannon fired 
at a diftance; and almoft immediately iffued 
from the middle of the crater two long fheets 
of fire, which afcended very high, and weré 
directly extinguithed. | 
On the 1ft of Auguft, the fame hollow noife 
was heard repeatedly. It was followed by a 
{moke, not white as before, but of a bluith 
black, and which, notwithftanding a very 
freth northerly wind, rofe in the form of a 
pillar to a prodigious elevation. : 
. On the 7th of Auguit, the noife which was 
heard was no longer fo hollow: it was fimilar 
to that of feveral large heaps of ftones falling 
all at once into a deep well. The extremities 
of the ifland were thought to be in continual 
| U 4 motion, 
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motion, and the rocks which formed them 


coming and going, difappearing and then re- 
appearing. This noife, after having lafted 
feveral days, changed into another confidera- 


bly louder. It refembled thunder in fuch a - 


_ manner, that, when it really thundered, which 


happened three or four times, there was no — 


great | difference Pyke the one and the 
other. 

On the 21ft of Auda the fire and {moke 
diminifhed confiderably. There even appeared 
but very little during the night; but, at break 
of day, they refumed more ftrength than they 
had before poffeffed. The fmoke was red and 
very thick, and the fire which iffued was, fo 
fierce, that the fea round the Black Ifland 


ner. | 
On the morning of the 22d, the ifland 
was become much higher than it was the day 
- before. A chain of rocks, of nearly fifty feet, 
had greatly imereafed its breadth. The fea 


was again covered with that reddifh foam 


already mentioned, which emitted every where 
an intolerable ftench. 

On the 5th of September, the fire ee 
itfelf a paffage at the extremity of the Black 
Ifand, at the fame time inclining towards 

| | THERASIA. 
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fmoked and boiled up in a furprifing man- © 
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Tuerasta. The fire iffued thence for fome 
days only,. during which lefs came out of the 
great crater. : | 

Had the inquietude, with which every one 
was affected night and day, then allowed of 
the inhabitants of Santortn being alive to 
any diverfion, the fight which they then en- 
joyed would have been entertaining. ‘Thrice 
there arofe from the great crater, as it were, 
| three of the largeft fky-rockets of a fire the 
moft brilliant and’ the moft beautiful. On 
the following nights it was quite another 
thing. After the ufual_reports of the fub- 
terraneous thunder, all at once were feen 
going off, as it were, long fheaves fparkling 
with a million of lights, which, following each 
other, afcended to a very great height, then 
fell again in fhowers of ftars on the ifland, 
which thence appeared quite illuminated. This © 
fpeétacle was a, little difturbed by a new phe- 
nomenon. From the middle of thefe fky- 
rockets, there became detached a very long 
lance of fire, which, after having remained 
fome time motionlefs over the caftle of Scaro, 
was loft in the clouds. 

On the 9th of September, the two iflands, 
the White Ifland and the Black one, by dint 
of increafing each in breadth, began to meet 

and 
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and to form but one body. After this june- 


tion, the extremity of the ifland to the fouth- 
weft increafed no more either in length or 
height; whereas the other extremity to the 


weft did not ceafe to lengthen very pee 


tibly: 

Of all the openings, here were now but 
four which emitted any fire. Sometimes the 
fmoke iffued with impetuofity from ‘all to- 
gether, fometimes only from one ortwo; one 
’ while with noife, another without, but almoft 


always with a whiftling, which might have — 
been taken for the various founds of the pipes 


of an organ, and dileg de for the howling 
of wild beafts. | 

On the 12th of Sepeeinbae, the fubterra- 
neous noife, which naturally feemed likely to 


be no longer fo violent, having to fpread be-. 7 


tween four openings, was never fo frightful; 
nor fo frequent as on that day and the fol- 
lowing. The loud and repeated claps; fimilar 
to the general. difcharge of a numerous and 
heavy train of artillery, were heard. ten of 
twelve times in. the courfe of twenty-four 


hours; and, a moment after, there iffued fr ont 


the ereat crater tories of an enormous fize, 
quite red hot, which were thrown to a great 


scien and loft in the fea. "Phefe loud ‘claps — | 


were 
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were always accompanied by a thick fmoke, 
which flew up into the air in undulating 
figures, and which, when it difperfed, fpread 
every where big clouds of athes, fome of 
which were carried in eddies as far as AN asi}, 
an ifland twenty-five miles diftant from San 
Torin. ‘Thefe afhes appeared white on the 
Black land, and almoft black on the White 
one; they had the figure and the grain of 
fine powder; but, thrown into the fire, they 
produced only a few flight crepitations, with- 
out emitting the fmalleft flame. 

On the 18th of September, there was at 
SANTORIN an earthquake which occafioned © 
no damage. ‘The ifland was confiderably in- 
creafed by it, as well as the fire and fmoke, 
which, on that day and the following night, 
_ opened to themfelves new paffages. Till then, 
fo many fires together had not been feen,. 
nor had fuch loud reports been heard: their 
violence was fo extraordinary, that the houfes | 
of Scaro were fhaken by it. Through thick 
volumes of {fmoke, which appeared like a 
mountain, was heard the loud noife of an 
infinite number.of huge ftones, which whizzed 
in the air like large cannon-balls, and fell | 
afterwards on the ifland and into the fea, with | 
a crath which made all who heard it fnudder. 
. | The 
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The Little Kamm En1 was feveral times covered 

with thefe burning ftones, which rendered it 
quite refplendent. 

On the 21ft of Septeniber the little Kam- 
MEN being thus quite in a blaze, after one 
of thofe furious thocks juft mentioned, there ~ 
thence arofe three large flathes of lightning, 
which, in the twinkling of an eye, traverfed 
all the horizon of the fea. At the fame inftant, 
there occurred fo great a fhaking of the whole 
new ifland, that the half of its great crater 
fell in, and there were huge burning ftones, 
of a prodigious mafs, which were driven to 
the diftance of upwards of two miles. It 
was thought that this violent and laft effort. 
had at length exhaufted the mine. Four days. 
_ of calm and tranquillity, durmg which was. 
feen no appearance of fire and fmoke, con- 
tributed not a little to ftrengthen this idea; 
but the inhabitants had not, as they had 
imagined, as yet witneffed the moft alarming 
period. 

On the 94th of September, the fire refumed. 
all its firength, and the ifland became more 
formidable than ever, Among the claps, al- 
moft continual, and which were fo violent that _ 
two perfons, {peaking to each other, could 3 
with difficulty make themfelves heard, there 

fuddenly 
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fuddenly occurred one fo dreadful, that it 
made every body run to the churches. The 
big rock, on which Scaro is built, tottered, 
and all the doors of the houfes were aise 
thrown open. 

. Every thing continued in’ the fame ftate 
during the months of Oétober, November, 
and December 1707, and January 1708. Not 
a day paffed without the great crater making 
an explofion at leaft once or twice, and moit 
frequently five or fix times. a 

On the 10th of February 1708, about oloht 
o'clock in the morning, there was at Sawro- 

RiN a rather violent fhock of an earthquake. 
In the courfe of the night, there had been 
one much flighter, which induced the opi- 
mon, from the experience of the paft, that 
the volcano was again preparing fome terrible 
fcene. It was not long in coming. — Fire, 
flame, fmoke, reports the moft terrific, all was 
horrible. Large rocks of a frightful mafs, 
which till then had appeared only even with — 
the water’s edge, rofe’ very high; and the 
boiling up of the fea increafed to fuch an 
excefs, that although the fpeétators were ac- 
cuftomed to all this uproar, there was no one 
who was not ftruck with horror. The fub- 
terraneous roarings no longer came by inter- 

1 vals; 


» 


BO: ‘0 VTRAVELS IN 


vals; they lafted. day and night without m- 
termifion. ‘The great) crater burft even five 
or fix times’ in a quarter of an hour, and gave 
reports which, from their repetition, from the: 
quantity and the bignefs of the -ftones that 
flew about, from the fhaking of the houfes, 
and from the great fire that appeared in open: 
day, which had not yet been feen, furpatfied. 
every thing that had preceded. 

«The 15th of April was remarkable, among 
all the other days, from the number and the 
‘ fury..of, thofe terrible fhocks; fo: that, for a 
long time, feeing nothing but fire, fiery fmoke, 


and large pieces of rock, which filled the air, 


all the inhabitants of Sanrorin thought that 
it was all over, and that the ifland was blowa 


up. Yet no fuch thing had occurred, and 
there was but the half of the circumference: | 


of the great crater which had fallen in once 
more, and which, in an inftant, again became 
higher than it’'was, by the heap of athes and 
big ftones by which it was repaired. 


From that day till the 23d of May, which — 
was the anniverfary of the birth of the ifland, 
every, thing continued nearly on the fame 


footing... What was particularly remarked, 


was, that the ifland confiantly increafed im — 


height, and fearcely increafed any more im 


5 oo! op bpeeaene 


4 it > qn 2 
Dr ee ee ee ee 


GREECE AND TURKEY. 303. 

breadth.’ The great opening or large crater 
rofe very high; and from the melted fub- 
{tances which cemented its fabric, was gra- 
dually formed, as it were, a great pafty, with 
a very broad flope. 
_ In the fequel, every thing became ftill by | 
degrees. The fire and fmoke diminifhed, the 
fubterraneous thunder became tolerable, and 
its burfts, though ftill frequent, were no longer 
fo frightful. 

On the 15th of July, the day being fine, 
the fea calm, and the fire very moderate, fome 
_ perfons belonging to Santorin withed to 
- have a near view of the new ifland.. They took 
care to provide themfelves with a boat well 
caulked, and whofe feams were filled with 
oakum firongly chinced. They went ftraight 
to that fide of the ifland where the fea did not 
boil up, but where it {moked very much. 

Scarcely had the inquifitive party reached this 
_fmoke, than they all felt a fuffocating heat, 
‘which affected them. They put their hands 
into the water, and found it fcalding; they 
-were as yet, however, only within five hundred 
yards of the land. There not being a proba- 
bility of their proceeding farther-that way, - 
they turned towards the point moft diftant 

from the great crater, and at which the ifland 
a . had 
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had conftantly increafed in length. The fire, 
which was {till there, and the fea, which 
boiled up with fury, obliged them to take a 
long circuit; even yet they felt a violent heat. 
They landed on the Great Kammenr, whence 
they had the convenience of examining, with- 
out much danger, all the real length of the 
land, and particularly the fide which they 
had not been able to fee from Scaro. The 


ifland, with refpect to its oblong figure, might 


probably then be two hundred feet in its 
greateft height, a mile and upwards in its 


— greateft breadth, and about five miles in cir: 


cumference. 

After this examination, the obfervers again 
felt a ftrong defire to approach the iland;, 
and to attempt once more to land there, at 
the place called, for a long time, the White 
Lflund. For feveral months this place had 


no longer increafed, and never, during that — 


time, had either fire or fmoke been remarked: 


‘When they were within two hundred yards of — 
at, they perceived that; by dipping the hand 
into the water, the more they approached, the — 


warmer it became. They hove the lead ; all 
the line, which was ninety-five fathoms long, 
‘was employed, without finding any bottom. 


‘They were within two hividitell yards of the ; 
ifland, _ 
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ifland, and while they were deliberating whe- 
ther they fhould advance farther, or turn 
back, the great crater began to play with its. 
ufual crafh and impetuofity. The wind, which 
was freth, carried over the boat the thick 
cloud of afhes and fmoke which thence iffued; 
the perfons who were in it were quite covered 
with thefe, which made them think of rowing 
off very quickly, and alfo very opportunely ; 
for they were {carcely a mile and a half from 
‘the ifland, before the hurly-burly foon recom- 
menced, and the crater threw into the place 
which they had juft quitted a quantity of fiery 
ftones. On arriving at SANTORIN, it was dil- 
covered that the great heat of the water had 
melted almoft all the pitch from the feams of 
the boat, which began to open on all fides. 
Till the 15th of Auguft, of the fame year, 
1708, the ifland vomited fire, fmoke, aud 
burning ftones, always with a great noife, 
yet lefs than that of the preceding months. 
This account of a judicious eye-witnefs, on 
the fubject of a very extraordinary event, 
which happened in our time, has appeared to 
me too interefting not to be related almott 
from beginning to end, with the more reafon, 
as it is to be found only in a rather fearce col- 
lection, entitled ‘‘ Les Adémoires des Miffions 
VOL. I x de 
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& de” La Compagnie Jéfus dans le Le- 
NOONE . 
After the author of thes account had saves 
SANTORIN, the new ifland rifen from the fea 
in the gulf, between the Great and the Little 
KaMMENI, continued for a long time to caft 
forth flames, a thick {moke, and large maffes 
of ftones. But the explofions fucceffively be- 
came lefs frequent and lefs violent; they at . 
length ceafed, and nothing more was- heard 


but the hollow noife of the boiling up of the | 


fubftances which the fubterraneous fires keep 
in fufion, at an immenfe depth, in the bowels 
of the earth. 

The volcano is at prefent in a ftate of in- 
ation, at leaft externally; the {mall ifland is. 
quiet, but its afpect has ftill fomething fright- 
ful. At a diftance, it appears quite black; 
if you approach it, you there find the med- 
ley of fubftances decompofed by fire and 
fallen again confufedly, after having been — 
driven into the air with a crafh; it is fur- — 
rounded by torrents of fulphur; every thing — 
there is burnt or calcined; every thing there 
bears the impreffion of thofe terrible conflagra- 
tions, with which Nature has burnt the very — 


® Vol. i, pages 126 and following. 
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bofom of the globe; every thing there re- 
traces the prefage of frefh cataftrophes, of 
frefh eruptions. | 

Symptoms fo frightful, convulfions fo vio- 
lent, which nothing can refift, and which 
mock the power and the precautions of man- 
kind, were, doubtlefs, fufficient to ftrike the 
fuperftitions and weak imagination of the 
Greeks. The new ifland is in their eyes the 
work of hell; demons have there eftablithed 
their abode; they there fet up a dreadful 
uproar; and, impelled by a diabolical malig- 
nity, they make a paftime of letting go the 
cables of veffels which mariners have the te- 
merity to make faft to it. _ The Greek bithop 
of SantTorin goes thither fometimes, to dif- 
play the power of exorcifm; and though the 
noife does not difcontinue, and vetfels and 
boats are as frequently fet adrift, the prelate 
enjoys the fatisfaction of feeing his credulous 
flock thoroughly convinced of the nats of 
_his pious ceremonies. 

But this uproar, which holy water cannot 
appeafe, is owing to the very nature of the 
new ifland. It is fometimes the hollow and 
deep roaring of the volcano, and almoft always 
the fhock of the waves againft the partitions 
a cavities entirely dirieed of calcined and 

x2 fonorous 
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fonorous rocks. The piercing cry of mews, _ 
gulls, and other birds which there take refuge, 
on the approach of any new objeét, are blended 
with founds loud and mournful, becaufe they 
iffue from deep caverns; and this difcordance 
of grave and fharp tones forms, indeed, an 
uproar worthy of hell itfelf, which, neverthe- 
lefs, has no more to do with it than with the 
cables of the veffels, that lofe their hold from 
a caufe equally fimple and equally: natural. 
In faét, the prominent points, which prefent 
greater facility for making faft to them the , 
“moorings, belong to rocks burnt and of no 
great confiftency, which the motion of. the 
veffel caufes to break eafily, as foon as the is 
agitated by the wind or waves. © - 

The new ifland is about a league in cir-_ 
cumference. All round, but very clofe to itis 
the depth of wateris from thirty to thirty-five 


fathoms: farther off, no bottom is to be found. . 


From the rocks of the ifland ts frequently de- 


tached a quantity of fragments of pumice- 


ftone, which, floating on the furface of the 
fea, are driven on the coafts of the iflands of 
the ARCHIPELAGO, where I have feen feveral 
of them caft on fhore, being fwept away by 
the winds. The quantity of thefe light pro- 


duétions of yolcanoes, thrown up by the new 
| ifland, 
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Mand, was fo confiderable during the begin- 
ning of its aftonifhing appearance, that the 
fea of the ARCHIPELAGO was. covered with 
them, and feveral harbours were choked. up 
up to fuch a degree, that no veffel, however 
{mall, could get out, unlefs a paffage were 
cleared for her by means of poles*. | 
Mould, or vegetable earth,..does not yet 
cover, in any place, a calcined. foil, whofe 
fuperficies has been expofed to the air and 
the rains only- for.too fhort. a time paft to be 
decompofed by thefe agents, fo active, but 
as flow as thofe of its formation were quick 
and impetuous. . The Little Kamment, where 
are feen fix craters by which the volcano vo- 
mited forth the fubftances that compofe it, is 
equally naked and barren; but. the Great — 
KaMMENI, more ancient, is covered with a 
thin ftratum of a duft, which allows a few 
herbs to grow in it. The Ifle of Aspronisi, 
the Tuzrasza of the ancients, is clothed with 
verdure, and on it are feen a few trees thinly 
{eattered.. eee | 
In thefe feas, the theatre of the moft fur- 
prifing operations of Nature, we muft expect 


/#, See THEVENOT, Relation dun Voyage au Levant, 4to. 
chap. Ixviil. page 204. 
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new cataftrophes, as well as the fudden ap- 
pearance of new lands. A fhoal, the foun- 
dation of an ifland, gains in height from day 
to day. Nota hundred years fince there were © 
‘on it eighteen fathoms water; when I vifited 
thefe parts, there were no more than five or 
fix; and this ground, in all probability, has 
fince rifen much more. | 
Lands, refting on numerous cavities, the 
walls of which are deficcated and without con- 
fiftency, which gulfs, where a terrible and 
lafting fire is kept up, undermine and confume, 
are neceffarily expofed to ‘commotions and 
‘convulfions; and thefe fhocks’are fometimes 
felt at fea, at a rather confiderable diftance 
from the iflands. An officer of the navy, very — 
worthy of credit, who, m 1775, commanded 
the HrrowpEL_e vetlel of war, related to me, 
that, being at fea pretty well in with the [land 
of Santorin, and to the weft of it, he 
experienced, during the night, very violent — 
effects of an earthquake. The mafs of the ie 
waters was fo fhaken by it, that the veffel re- 
ceived fome very violent {hocks, which {pread 
an alarm among the crew, and made them 
fuppofe that fhe had ftruck on a funken rock. 
The animals contained in the fhip, fheep, dogs, 
and poultry, began at the fame time to cry in 
| an 
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an extraordinary manner, and, by their agi- 
tation and their clamours, manifefted that they 
partook of the terror by which the men were 

firuck. k ( 
However, earthquakes are lefs frequent at 
SANTORIN, in our time, than they were at 
the periods when the volcanoes difplayed the 
-terrible activity of their fubterraneous fires; 
thofe great phenomena of Nature no longer 
fpread terror there but at remote intervals. 
We are ignorant at what epoch the ifland 
dropped the name of Catzisrz, in order to 
affume that of 7'uER4, or at what time it be- 
gan to be called Sanr Erini, froin the name 
of St. Irena, the patronefs of the ifland. 
Of Sawr Erini has been made SantTorin. 
Be this as it may, if in former times this — 
country deferved the name of Cuxzisrz, the 
Beautiful I[fland, we may at this day give it, 
with full as good reafon, that of hideous. On 
all fides, is feen there the action of volcanoes ; 
every thing is confumed by fire, calcined, 
thrown out, and heaped up in horrible con- 
fufion. Enormous maffes of. burnt rocks, of 
a blackith gray, inacceffible, and f{carcely to 
be approached, furround it towards the fea; 
‘at their foot are bottomlefs gulfs; in the in- © 
terior, lava, pumice-ftones, pozzolana, every 
x A volcanic 
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volcanic fubftance there forms the foil: no 
_ woods, no rivers, no rivulets; it is an appen- 
dage which fire feems to have condemned to 
an eternal aridity. | 

We thould not, indeed, expect to meet with 
fertile diftriéts amidft all the elements of fie- 
rility. Corn of various fpecies grows very 
well on ftrata of afhes and pumice-ftones ; 
cotton thrives there equally well; fruit-trees 
there take root, and diffufe fome agreeable- 
nefs; in fhort, beautiful vineyards there pro- 
duce wines much efteemed, but fulphurous, 
which, with cotton and the fine callicoes that 
are there manufactured, render SANTORIN 
one of the moft trading iflands in the Arcut- 
pELAGO. At the time when TouRNEFORT 
travelled, the French had a conful there; but 
he has been withdrawn with the trade which 
they carried on at this ifland. Two bithops, 
one of the Greek church, and the other of 
the Latin, guide their refpective flocks, at 
the fame time haraflin ¢ each other inceflantly, 
and difputing on matters which the one un> 
derftands no better than the other. France. 
maintained there Jefuits and Capuchins, who 
fcarcely agreed’be:ter than the bifhops. 

The imbiabitants have no other water than 
that-of ‘ciflerns: itis alfo in this calcined 
: ‘ ve - rock, 
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rock, of a confiftence fo flight, that they 
build or rather excavate their houfes, the 
greater part of which have an arched roof. 

SANTORIN, without being precifely an un- - 
- wholefome place of refidence, is not exempt 
from dangers. The volcanic vapours which 
are there inhaled, affect the health, and thofe 
- who remain long expofed to them, are fubject 
to confumptive complaints. 

On the fouth part of SAN TORIN was built, 
on the fummit of a mountain, called in our 
days St. Stephen's Mountain, a flourithing 
town, the capital of the ifland, whofe name 
of Txera it bore. Its ruins ftill atteft its an- 
cient magnificence. Here was a temple’de- 
dicated to Neprune, and another to ApoL- 
Lo, to whom the whole ifland was confecrated. 
TourNEFORT mentions fome infcriptions of 
Tuera*, and Cuoi1seuL-GouFrriEr gives the 
drawings of fragments of fuperb monuments, 
and, in particular, of two large ftatues, which 
are fpoken of in the infcriptions, and which 
the people of THERa« had erected in honour 
ef the Emperors Marcus Avretius and 
‘Awnroninus, Thefe ftatues,. of tolerably 
hhandfome execution, are in marble, but at 


* Voyage au Levant, vol. i. page 272. 
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prefent are headlefs*, and lying on the 
ground. 

A fingular cuftom, which is not to be ae 
with in the hiftory of any other people, was 
eftablifhed at THrera. They neither mourned 
for children who died before feven years of 
age, nor for men who died turned of fifty; 
the latter, becaufe they had probably lived 
long enough; and the former, becaufe it was 
not thought that they had vet entered into 
life t. 

The moft agreeable place in SANTORIN is 
Pyreos, a fmall town built on a little hill, 
whence is difcovered the two feas, and the 
moft beautiful diftri@s of the ifland. At the 
foot of this hill is a cove, fit only for the re- 


ception of the boats of the country, and in- ~ 


deed they are not there always in fafety; for 
when the wind and the fea rife and are agi- 
tated, they are forced to abandon it, and gain 
a {mall bay, more fheltered and more fafe, to 
the northward of Cape dpanomeria, and un- 
der another {mall town which bears the name 
of Saw Nicoto. ‘The latter is fituated on a 


* Voyage Pittorefque de la Gréce, vol. i. page 37, and 
plate xuix. 
+ Idem, ibid. 
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~ jofty eminence, formed of enormous groups 

of burnt rocks, ftanding perpendicular on the 
“margin of the abyfs of the fea, and threaten- 
ing to ingulf themfelves there with. the in- 
habitants, who have eftablithed their refidence 
on a bafe fo unfubftantial, and whofe afpect in- 
{pires horror. 

Between San Nicoio Bde Pyrcos, at the 
extremity of the horfe-fhoe which the Ifland 
- of Sanrorin forms to the weft, and on a 
point which projects towards the KammeEnt 
Iflands, ftands the caftle of Scaro, whofe 
fituation is ftill more frightful than that of 
San Nicoro. The rocks of this narrow cape 
are likewife calcined, but higher and more 
fhattered than in any place on the coaft; fo 
that Scaro appears half-fufpended above hor- 
rible precipices which terminate at the fea; 
while a part of thefe fame rocks, almoft re- 
duced to afhes, overlooks the little town on 
one fide, and threatens every moment to crufh 
it. | : 

Pyrcos, San Nicoro, and Scaro, are . 
the only three places of any confequence in 
the Ile of Sanrortn: there are fome villages 
in the interior, and the whole population, 
affembled, may form a mafs of eight or ten 
thoufand inhabitants, induftrious and active; 

5 but, . 
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| ; 
but, like their bifhops, frequently divided by 
religious opinions, and exafperated againft. 
each other, fome being catholics, and others 
declared heretics; all very credulous, very 
headftrong in matters of theology, and en-+ 
deavouring continually to extend their creed 


and their domination, at the expenfe of their 


adverfaries. . 

The inhabitants of Sanrorern ihare, with 
thofe of a great number of other iflands, the 
advantage of having no Turks among them. 
Their coafts affording no harbours and places 
for anchoring, they are not frequented by dhips 
ef war belonging to the Ottoman navy, and 
feareely ever by corfairs. In paying the tri- 
bute which is exacted from them, they are lefs 
tormented than many other iflanders, and 
they can give themfelves up, with greater 
fatety and tranquillity, to the labours of cul- 
ture and the concerns of their traffic. 

Thefe induftrious Greeks were fo fully fen- 
fible of the value of this fort of liberty, ac- 
quired by the fituation of their ifland, that 
they employed, within thefe few years, every 
means imaginable to prevail on two learned 
travellers, Orrvier and BrueureEReE, not 
to abandon them to the barbarous fifcal power 
of the Turks, _by caufing to be worked in 

their 
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their ifland the pozzolana, of excellent qua- 
lity, which is there to be found in abun- 
dance, and which was intended for con- 
ftructing, in the harbour of ConsTanti- 
NOPLE, a bafin on the plan of that of 
Touton*. No doubt, very commendable 
motives of public intereft and perfonal ge- 
nerofity determined thofe learned travellers 
to reject the offers of the Greeks of San- 
TORIN, as they had before refufed the pro-- 
pofals, very advantageous, but of another 
kind, made to them by fome Armenians. In 
this, as in many other circumftances, . the 
laws of humanity could not tally with the 
rules of policy. Officers belonging to the Ot- 
toman Porte came into the midft of the inha- 
bitants of Sanrorin, to employ violence 
and injuftice, for the purpofe of taking them 
from peaceable and profitable labours, and of 
compelling them to extract the volcanic fub- 
fiance, the beginning of a local tyranny, 
which, till then, they had had the happinefs to 


* Report of Travels performed, by order of the govern- 
ment, in the Ostoman Empire, Egypt, and Perfia, during 
the firft fix years of the Republic, read to the National 
Inftitute by Citizen Oxivizr, aflociated member, in the 
fitting of the 26th Pluvoife.— Magazin Encyclop. fourth 
year, vol. vi. No. xxii. page 196. 3 
| | avoid, 
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avoid, and of a lafting hatred againft the 
French, whom they will long confider as the 
authors of their misfortune. 

The Ile of San rorin is by no means broad, 
and may be eftimated at feven or eight leagues 
in circuit. |‘ From the top of its mountains is 
difcovered the Ifland of Canpra, which is 
diftant from it about eighteen leagues. Two 
leagues to the fouth-weft of Sanrorry, he 
two iflets, little known, becaufe they are aito- 
gether uninterefting, and refpecting which it 
was not in my power to procure any informa- 
tion. They are named the Great and the 
Little CurisTIANA. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


Ifland of Candia.— Advantages of its pofition. 
—Peculiar direction in which it lies, and 
conjectures refpecting its formation.—Canea. 
—Savary.—His abilities, his chara@er, his 
amiablene/s.—French confuls at Canea,— 
The Author meets with one of his country- 
women.—Olive-oil. — Capuchin. —Provencal 
renegado.—Janizary.—Greek monks. 


THRICE have I vifited the Mand of Caw- 
pia; thrice have I landed on the fhores of 
_ that famous country, which, under the name 
of Crete, was rendered illuftrious by the in- 
ftitutions of Minos, the hundred cities which 
it contained, and the courage of its mhabi- 
tants; which, in times lefs remote, became 
the magnificent domain of the Republic of 
Venice, and the theatre of the fignal valour 
of its armies; and which at length fhares the 
common lot of misfortune attached to every 
country 
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country fubject to the monftrous domination 
of the Ottomans. 


My firft vifit to this, ifland was in the — 


ATALANTE frigate, on board of which I failed 
to Ecyprt; the polacre in which I embarked 
at ALEXANDRIA landed me there a fecond 
time; and I returned thither once more in the 
MiGnonneE, another frigate, commanded by 
D’Enrrecasreavux. I have availed myfelf 
of the ftay, more or lefs long, which I made 
there: and, without dwelling on the periods 


of thefe different voyages, or fubjecting myfelf _ 


to give diftiné details of them, I shall com- 
prefs into one fingle point the remarks which 
I colleéted at thefe different periods. 

The Ifland of Canopta is the largeft in 
the MepireRRANEAN, of which its pofition 


feems to infure it the empire and the com- . 


merce. It is, in faét, at no great diftance 


from Arrica, Astra, and Europe: fome of — 


its harbours are equally good and {pacious ; 


it would be an eafy matter to prepare there — 


expeditions for the three quarters of the globe. 
Its inhabitants are numerous and active; the 
very diverfified produtions. of its territory 
poffefs the qualities calculated to bring them 
into requeft; the nature of its foil, the mild- 
nefs of its climate, promife comfort and agree- 

ablenefs ; 
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’ ablenefs; and this country might be again, 


as in very ancient times, the Z/land of the 


ae 


bleffed*, if the laws of Minos, which Homer 


confidered as emanating from Juprrer him- ° 
felf f, could once more govern a people, whofe 


ancient greatnefs has been effaced under the 
impreffion of a difgraceful fervitude. _ 

Like the greater part of the iflands of the 
AnrcHIPELaco, this is much longer than 
broad; it is reckoned to be two hundred 


leagues in circumference ; it is partly fituated 


under the 35th degree of latitude, and is 
comprifed between the 24th and 27th degrees 
of longitudet. But what has hitherto efcaped 
remark, but shiek: neverthelefs, is an impor- 
tant obfervation, is, that all the other iflands © 


~ of the fame fea‘lie, with refpect to their length, © 


in a north and fouth direction, with more 


or lefs inclination towards the.eaft or weft ; 
~ whereas ‘the Ifland of Canpra extends from 
-eaft to weft; it appears to be a long bafe, 


~on which the whole ArcHtPeLaco repofes. 


This pe ces direcnos, indicates a different 


sed | Macarion né/ot.—Vide Prin, Hitt. Nat. lib. iv. aa 


Xviil. 


4 Odyfley, book xix. | 
t From the meridian of Greenwich. 


Wor. tT . Kee | origin, 
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origin. The iflands of the eran Sea are 
the fummits of mountains, which belong to a 
country whofe plains have been fubmer 4a by 
a fudden irruption of the waters of the Black 
Sea. The effeéts of this vaft fabmerfion are 
difcoverable in the form of the maffes which 


it has fuffered to fubfift, and which have all 


preferved a direétion parallel to the eurrent — 


that has imfulated them, and whofe mnpetuo- ~ 


fity, has been broken againft the Ifland of 
Canpra, on which it has been unable to 


make any impreflion. May it not be fuppoted 


that thefe very waters, of a rapidity fo vio- 


lent, and a part of which was direéted towards 


the fouth-eaft, repelled by the lands'of Syria, 
may have exercifed their aétion in a direétion 


contrary to their firft impulfe, and have de- 
tached from Arrica the Ifland of. CANDIA, — 


by inundating the low lands by which they 


were united? And this conjecture of the 
ancient junction of Cawpra with the coaft — 

of DarBARY acquires an additional degree — 
of probability, when we pay attention to the 
fhallownefs of the channel which feparates — 
them, atid whofe bottom every where affords i 


foundings. 


However it may be in tegard to thefe hy 


pothefes, neh? omer with diffidence, | thom ? 


ee 
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Iand of Cawpra has alfo another affinity 
to the other iflands of this fame part of the 
MepirEeRRANEAN: a chain of mountains 
traverfes it in its length; but a territory is 
the moft hilly of all. 

In coming from the weft, the firft land dif 
covered is.a point ftretching very far into the 
fea, and which, on that account, is called 
Cape Spapa, anciently the promontory of 
Psacum. This long point forms, with Cape 
- ME ecca or MexeEx, which our navigators call 
Mr'trer, formerly Cramvm, a large bay, at the 
head of which lie the harbour and the town 
of Canza. It is an opinion, rather gene- 
rally received, that it is built on the fite of 
Cyvonta or, Cypon, a flourifhing city of an- 
cient Crete. No veftige of ancient edifices 
_ is there to be perceived; and it is only from 

what hiftorians and geographers have tranf+ 
mitted to us on the fubject, that we determine 
this pofition. 

The modern town has soit remarkable. 
The form of its buildings is the fame as in 
all the East; that is, that in lieu of roofs, 
inclined and forming a ridge, they have. a 
flat covering, without tiles or flates, and in 
_ the form of a terrace. The greater part have 
only one ftory: the ftreets are laid out by 

) ¥2 the 
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the line; fome are tolerably wide, and foun- | 
tains flow with an abundant ftream in ‘the — 


public fquares. Savary, who has frequently 
endeavoured to embellifh things the moft 
remote from beauty, fpeaks of the balconies 
that adorn the houfes by which the harbour 


is f{urrounded, and from which, he fays, the — 


profpect is delightful*. The view extends, 
indeed, to a tolerable diftance, but only on 
the gulf formed by Cape Metecca and Cape 
Spapa, and this {pace of fea is often-naked; 
yelfels entering or going out of the harbour 


~ 


not being fo frequent as Savary feems to | ; 


intimate. On-the other hand, the balcony, 
whence this traveller difcovered a horizon _ 
which, in truth, prefents nothing charming, 

becaufe the picture is deficient in points oft 
view and motion, far from adorning the houfe 
of the French conful, ferved rather to’ disfi- 
gure it. It was, in faé, only a wretched — 


i, 


circular wooden railing, on which it was_ ‘ 
har dly fafe to ftand, and at which ended’ a a 
flight of fieps, or rather a wooden ladder, a 
placed on the outfide, in order to form a com= ‘ 
munication with the upper ftory, which was 4 
the conful’s lodging. ; : 
a: 

 * Lettres fur ij Grben See the end of the eveney-niath | 
Letter. ei Eee Ree ee > 44 
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This rage of: lending to objects the moft 
fimple a luftre of which they are frequently 


‘not fufceptible, is perceivable in the letters 


which Savary has written on Greece, with 

{till more affeétation than in his work refpeét- | 
ing Ecyrr. The reader of them might ima- 
eine that he was perufing Oriental tales, 
Whether the imagination of the author have 
acquired more afcendency, through the habit 


of not being checked; whether, yielding to. 
his paffion of painting fubjeéts which it was 


neceflary only tofketch with exaétnefs, it may 
have become a matter of neceffity to him to | 
make them fhine with a luftre in which they - 
were deficient ; his pencil has too frequently - 


deviated from the original, and his colouring 


has more than once cone auftere truth, 


Fis pictures, befides, however glowing they 


may be, are often placed unfeafonably and in 


a 


a wrong way. We read, for example, with — 


extreme pleafure, the portrait which, with a 
light and fkilful hand, he draws of fyo nuns 
belonging to a convent of Greek women of 
the environs of CawneEa; it is not poffible to. 
prefent, with more art and ayreeablenefs, the 


-contratt of two figures, one of whom united 


all the charms of youth and beauty, while 
the pay exhibited the deep impreftion of old 
¥3 age 
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age and decrepitude. But was it worth while 
_ to travel into GrEeEcE to compofe thefe por- 
traits, which might, perhaps, pafs for por- 
traits of fancy? And in what monaftery of our 
countries have we not feen both old and 
‘young’ nuns exhibiting the fame features of 
difparity and contratt? 

But if, as a traveller, Savary sea be- 
yond the limits which accuracy has prefcribed, 
he captivates his readers when we confider 
‘him as a writer. He poffeffes, in the higheft 
degree, the talent of feeling, and of making 
others feel deeply: his defcriptions are 1re< 
| plete with warmth ‘and life; his ftyle is bril- 
liant, like his imagination; and the exube- 
rance of his fancy is, as it were, only a miftake 
of his ardent mind, which endeavoured toani- 
mate every thing around it, and to diffufe 
the delightful tints of the feeling by bi 
it was fired. 

To thefe rare and amiable qualities of rine 
Savary joined a plain and fimple exterior; 
_ he was endowed with natural beneficence, 
‘which made him beloved, as the integrity of . 

his charaéter gained him efteem. His con- 


verfation, like all his habits, fiat nothing PY, 


ftudied: he feemed to have referved the fire 
of his genius for his writings; and, when one 
heard 


. 


a 
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heard him fpeak, one did not expe& to enjoy 


fo much pleafure in reading him. I had feen 


him in Ecypr: I met with him again, in 


1780, at Canrea. He had followed the for- 
tunes of his worthy and refpectable friend, 
M. De Kercy, whom, againft every appear- 


ance of fuecefs, M. De Tort, appointed by 


the court infpe¢tor-general of the fea-port 
towns of the Levant, had fent to Damr- 
ETTA, in order to exercife there the functions | 


of vice-conful. M. De Kercy was foon 


forced to quit fo dangerous a poft: he came 
to fill the place of conful at Canra, where 
i had great reafon to be well fatisfied with 


_ the polite attentions of two friends, equally 


commendable from their virtues and their 
merit; and the lines which I have juft con- 
fecrated to the memory of. one of them; 


towards whom, whether he may have been 
' praifed or blamed, the world have almoft 


always been unjuft, are the expreffion of 
truth, and of the fentiments. with which they 


have infpired me. 


The French conful who refided at Cafes: 
before M. Dz Kercy, was married toa young 
woman, born in the fame place, and in the 
“ fame difiriét as myfelf’: our families had been 
for a long time united; and the renewal of 

i Uy 


328 TRAVELS IN. 


sbaanintanne which did‘ vot take place till 


after the expiration of a few day s, had fome- _ 


thing theatrical, but at the fame time very 


agreeable. A man muft have patfed feveral 


: years out of his own country, have travelled ~~ 


over very diftant and dangerous regions, to 


experience the gratification arifing from the ~ 3 


meeting with one of his relations, or per- 
fons who remind him of thofe he loves, as 


well as of the pleafing habits. of the early — 
part of life. I know not whether my young 


countrywoman found herlelf happy from a 
union which Hymen had formed, without 
having lighted it with his torch, fince there 


exified too great a difparity of age and perfon, 
even without having added to it the charms _ 


or confolations of fecundity. But fome aper- 
tures, almoft imperceptible, with which the 
floors, the doors, and the partitions of the 


‘apartments, were, if I may fo fay, pierced 


like a fieve, led me to think that the eye of 


jealoufy was there on the watch, and that 


the flag which waved over the conful’s houfe, 


was not a talifman fufficiently powerful for — 
introducing French confidence, nor for avert- 
ingthe abfurd and ftern incredulity of the 

“-Mutiylmans, on the fubject of the moft inte- 
i es Pe refting " 
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refting attribute of funn eh the fidelity af 
women. 

“Several houfes of Menanetaiee ifbirinins 
tained faétors at Canra; their principal com- 
merce confifted of a quantity of olive-oil, 
which the Ifland of Canptia furnifhes, and 
which ferved to fupply our foap manufacto- 
vies. Every year there was »made of* this 
article as much as loaded twenty. veffels, 
which were difpatched to France; and thefe 
fame vefiels. brought back to the Turks ma- 
nufactured foap : Fate this branch of national 
— induftry had loft much of its importance, 

through the imprudent combinations of fome 
_ Frenchmen, who had inftruéted the Turks of 
Cane to make foap, and had direéted this 
manufacture. 

_ Befides the conful and the merchants, there. 
‘was alfo at Canrea a French Capuchin, who 
officiated as their chaplain. The houfe which — 
he occupied in the interior of the town was 
open to ftrangers, who there found lodging 
and board at a very moderate price, and which 
the obliging friar always left.at the difpofal 
of his boarders. I lodged there on my fecond 
voyage, and I had every reafon to be fatisfied 
with the attentions and the good company of 
_my landlord. He had to ferve him, both at 
table 
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table and at the altar, a little Greek belong- 
ing ta the Ifle of CeEr1co, who {poke French 
tolerably well; he had the complaifance to 
allow this youth to attend me, on my de- 
-parture from Canza, that he might ferve as 


my interpreter during the remainder of my 


travels. 


In order to anfwer the fame objet, in the, 


various excurfions which I made in Canpia, 
TI took with me a Provencal renegado, a moft 


wretched failor, who, to efcape a juft punifh- 


ment, had pretended to embrace the religion 
of Manomer. He was a gunner at the fort 
of Supa, though he had never been employed 


In the fervice of the artillery; and, in this 


new ftation, he paffed for a very fkilful perfon 


in the eyes of his companions, whofe igno- — 
rance in gunnery was ftill much greater. | 

Notwithftanding his pretended abilities, this — 
man lived in a low and even abject ftate: he — 


was perfectly acquainted with the bulk of the 


people, in the midft of whom he dragged on 


his debafed exiftence, and whofe confidence 
he had not found means to gain by adopting 


their religious principles and: habits; he like- 


wife did juftice to himfelf, and truth fome- 
times efcaped him on this fubjeét in a very 


ingenuous manner. It occurred to him, when - 


3 we 
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we weretrayelling, torecommend to me tokeep 
my property always at my elbow—‘‘ Becau/e,” 
faid he, ‘‘in this country you ought to miftruft 
** every one, and me in particular.” A con- 
feffion of fuch a nature gave-me the mea- 
fure of the confidence which I might. have 
-4n this wretch: I muft, however, acknow- 
ledge, that he never robbed nor cheated me, 
although I did not always take fuch pre- 
cautions as the little faith he himfelf had in 
his own honefty prompted him to point out 
tome. — 

To protect me from all infult, there had 
been. appointed to attend me, when I went 
out of the town, a janizary, who was, perhaps, 
the handfomeit, the moft robuft, and the 
moft mufcular man that I ever beheld in my 
life. He might alfo be reckoned one of the 
moft mifchievous. He was the terror of the 
country-places. Conftantly armed from top to 
toe, on every occafion he made ufe of his 
weapons; threats were inceilantly in his 
mouth; and his ftern countenance, his large 
_ fparkling eyes, his burfts of paffion, his {tature, 
and his ftrength, caufed their effects to be 
dreaded. He treated the Greeks as a fervile 
herd; blows with his ftick, or his fabre, were 
dealt out to them, and even piftols difcharged 
at 


La 
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“at them, on the fimalleft refiftance. This 


Turk, who belonged to Canpra, had been 


prefented to me as a bold and enterprifing 
man, and thofe who gave him that charaéter 


were not miftaken: they would have been 


equally juftified in defcribing him as a dan- 
gerous and ungovernable robber. But this 


‘fellow, furious towards others, was always 


very mild with me: he was capable of fecl- 


ing, that, being in my pay, he was bound — 


to obey me; and never did he fail to do fo, 


at leaft in every thing in which I was per-— 
fonally comcemed.. However, this fort of 


command which I had over him, did nat 
extend fo far as to prevent him from ufing 
ill the Greeks who happened to be teo flow 
in executing his orders, in the villages where 
we ftopped, nor from making me alight at all 


the convents which lay near our route, how- 


ever clofe they were to each other. He there 
ordered a collation ; canfed himfelf to -be 
ferved with the beft wines, with which he 
got drunk. in fpite of ManomeEr; fpread, con- 


fufion and terror through the whole monaftery; — 
and did not quit it till after he had gorged — 
himfelf with meat and drink, in the hope of — 
foon meeting with another halting: place, 1 in a 


order ‘that he might there renew the fame 
t orgies 
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vergies and the fame uproar. I carefully 
Goncealed myfelf from him, when I offered 


_to the monks a juft indemnification: they did 
‘not accept it themfelves but with trembling ; 


and they would have been undone, had it 


been perceived by my impetuous companion. 
Thefe poor friars pitied me very fincerely for 
being, as it were, in his hands; and they 


- were at a lofs to conceive how I did not alfo 


become the viGim of his 2c Saha and vio- 


Tent difpofition. 


If the foul of thefe monks had not ee 
debafed by flavery, with what torments would 


_ ft not have rent, on recollecting that their 


nation was formerly celebrated for its power 
and greatnefs; on reflecting that, defcendants 


of the valorous Cretans, they had terminated 


a long career of glory, to become the-flaves 
of a barbarian, and the {port of his. brutality! 
But the habit of misfortune, the groffeft ig- 


_norance, and the exercife of fuperftition, have 


degraded them to. fuch a degree, that we are 
tempted to ceafe to pity them, as foon as” 


_ we are acquainted with their difpofition. 


CHAPTER. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


Excurfion to Cape Melecca.—Convent of thé 


Trinity.—Infcription..—Monks of the Tri- 
nity.—Their way of life, their table, their 
habitation, their fituation in regard to the 


Turks.—Comparifon between this monafeery 


and thofe of the Defert of Nitria, in Egypts 
--Fowling.—Birds.—Agriculture.—W heat. 
—Barley.— Lupins.—Rainy feafon. 


THE wide pr omontory, KAGwR by the namé 


of Cape Mfezzcea, prefenting feveral objects ~_ 
of curiofity, I failed not to go thither, EF ~ 


made this little excurfion on horfe-back; the 
French vice-conful, and three captains of 


merchant-vetfels, at anchor in the harbour of 


Canes, wifhed to be of the party. It was 


in the month of November. We faw on our 


route a great many gray wagtails, and a 

much greater number of thruthes. 
At half a day’s journey from the town of 
Canea ftands the convent of the Trinity, 
built 


\ 


\ 
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built againft a high mountain of arid and 
accumulated rocks. This ground, gloomy and 
wild, throws out the luminous parts of the — 
piGture, and forms an agreeable contraft with — 
the fields which lie in front. It is a large, 
cultivated plain, interfected by patches of 
vines, and half fhaded by a quantity of olive- 
trees, planted at fome diftance from each other. 

In the middle of this plain, embellithed by 
the richnefs of its produ€tions, an avenue. of 
_ cyprefs-trees leads to the grand ftair-cafe of 
the thonaftery. Other cyprefs and orange trees 

furround it, and form a charming profpect. 

The convent is the work of the Venetians, 
it has the form of a parallelogram, and is 
extremely well built. The church is in a 
very good tafte, and we fee with regret that 
it has not been finifhed. Its infide is agrees 
ably decorated. On the portal are two in- 
feriptions, the oné in Greek, the other in 
Latin, almoft unintelligible. The following 
is the Latin infcription, which I have faith- 
fully copied, and which conveys no ete idea 
of the erudition of its author: 7 


PRECLARO ASINVZAN CAROLE, PROSAPIE, HIEREMIAS 
SAPIENTISSIMUS ET LAURENTIUS SOLERTISSIMOUS GER- 
MAN} AMBO SACRIFIGt ET INIVGES, MAGNA CUM IM- 
PENSA ET. ACRIMONIA TALIA GESSERUNT ILLE ENIM 
SUFFICIENTER INCEPTI LABOREM IMPENDIT QUE CON- 

FECIT 
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FECIT HONESTE’ HEVERO PROPAGATOR ILLIUS -VOTIE 


SUPPLEVIT REL IQUUM ET HOC PERPULCHRUM, FUNDI- 
TUS TEMPLUM INSTAURAVIT. : 


The names of the two founders of These con- 
vent are mentioned in this infeription, of very 


whimfical Latin; but, at the fame time, the — 


effential point is omitted, that is, the date. 
All the cells of the convent are far from 
being occupiéd. A hundred friars dwelt here 
formerly; when Tournerort arrived, the 
community was compofed of fifty only, and 
I found here no more than twelve, So rapid 


a diminution in this tribe of cenobites arifes 
not, as might be imagined, from an indiffe-— 


rence towards the monaftic ftate; it is owing 
to the general depopulation, the ufual fymp- 
toms of the Turkith government, and which 
has been felt in the Ifland of CANDIA more 
forcibly than elfewhere. - 
This {mall number of friars is ftill ‘expofed 
to the violences of thefé fame Ti urks, inhabi- 
tants of the towns of Canpra, and who have 


a great roughnefs in their character, Any. ~ 


degree of affluence, acquired. by agriculture, 
dares not fhew itfelf at the convent of the 


Trinity. That afylum of men, given up to. 


noble and ufeful labours, which. fpread. over 
the earth the treafures and.the drefs of fecun-— 


ai would. neither. be refpeéted- nor fpared, — 
did 
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did barbarians ‘fufpe& riches there,’ ‘or’ otily 
abundance and a choice of food. | Accord-' 
ingly thefe monks affect to lead'a’poor life, ' 
and they ftrictly. confine themfelves to bare 
neceffaries. The difplay of wretchednefs does 
not always protect them from the vifits and 
ill ufage of their brutal rulers. Paffionate’ 
and mifchievous men come fometimes, and’ 
fpread terror within the walls of a’ building 
which commands refpect; and, taking’an un- 
generous advantage of the fort’ of infamy 
that: they have attached ‘to the! name ‘of 
Chriftian, ‘and of the »oppreflive and! {hame- 
ful flavery'to which they ‘have : reduced? the 
people whom they have, fubjugated, ‘and (in 
whom the fhadow of ‘refiftance would ‘be ‘a: 
capital crime, they exact,! with | fabres' and 
piftols in their hands, refrethments’ ‘which it 
is frequently dangerous to refufe them.” A few 
_ days prior to my:excurfion!to:'the Trini yo 
two Greek monks belonging to another 'con-’ 
vent, on ‘the road of Rerrmoy were: mafia-: 
ered by: fome:Turks,: who introduced them-) | 
felves intovthe houfe, ‘during the: night, in’ 
order: to: be reyenged fora refufal’which: had 
been made to them, ' the git before, oF a Tew 
cupsioticotfees tf ejtoget Jods. .qgots, tho) 
MOVE? O00m Ovi og sl 19 73H, ys Tn 
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Tn thefe. pages irruptions of ae thal . 
‘fitnation ofthe f{uperior,of the monaflery: 
beeomes, very, delicate; but, the habit, of! 
feeine himfelf expofed; to, it, renders. it, ‘as: 
it were, familiar. He is; feen braving, with: 
coolnef, -the threats of fiery: pation; fome- 
times. employing the language) of. firmness. 
fometimes endeavouring: to. appeafe. by: the 
cringing! tone of fervility,. and;almoft always: 
fucceeding in: getting rid-of|his dangerous. 
onefts; by, exerting, himfelf to ‘prove: to: them, 
that it-is impoffible that.the:heufe, too. poor, 
fhould), potlefs, the: meansiof -gratifying their 
wihes...‘Uhis fingular:part, a mixture.of dig-: 
nity: and, debafeinent,, which frequently latis; 
feveral ‘hours, muit bervery painful ;, indeed,’ 
a man. muft be. a.monk and a Greek, to, 
fuftain it; for fo, long a period: cot a 
Secret receffes, almoft impoffible to be: Hifi 
covered, conceal from. the refearches of pe- 


tulant avidity the choice provifions, which; — 


are thence brought. forth only on, certain; —~ 
-occafions,:-fuch as the arrival.of fome ftrans: 
gers. Vifiters of: this defcription. are well) 
received; but this good reception is: no more: 
than the thadow of decent hofpitality; itis! 
intereft alone that fuggefis it to. the monks, 
and they never fail to give notic that no- 
. thing 
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thing under their roof is etatuitous: they do 
not even wait for the effects of eénerofity, 
nor for thofe of a juft return of Civil beha- 
viour; and, in lieu of relying on the delicacy 
of their cuefts, they extort monéy from them 
im the moft vile and grofs manner; fo that 
the duplicity and meannefs of their eharabiey 


-_foon difpels the good opinion which may have 
Been conceived of men eftimable under -the 


confideration of induftry and labour. 
We found in their houfe.a table ferved with 


‘ fimplicity and neéatnefs; the difhes were 
abundant, but without feafoning; it was 
the luxury of frugality. No other viands 


are here ferved up than thofe brought by 


vifiters; and we had provided ourfelves with 
‘fome poultry of the moft beautiful fpecies; the 
hens of Canara being, in general, very large, 
and’ having on’ their head’ a broad tuft of 
long f a a the moft delicitis ir uits: 


jre 


“ oranges, ae seid is sonia and Balp 
—{weeter than thofé of Marra: fweet and 


_ perfumed figs here forined a rich and brilliant 


variety, at the fame time that they flattered 


the fell: Cakes of balmy honey, pure and 


white’ as: eryftal, and the moft‘ beautiful in 
the world; rofe’int the: form of a pyramid i in 


ZQ the 
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the middle of this elegant courfe. The beft — 


cheefes, made with the milk of ewes, were 
at the two ends of the table; and the heady 
and {weet wine, which was unadulterated, 
gave birth to gaiety among the ouetts, and 
_ even unknit the gloomy brow of the monks, 
who, utterly indifferent as to the pleafure of 
offering us this charming collation, expert- 
enced no fatisfaction but in thinking of the 


recompenfe which they promifed themfelves. 


for it. 


This convent of the Trinrry offers nothing | 


remarkable but its delightful fituation. The 


friars take care to make ftrangers go down to — 


a little cellar, by no means curious, where 


they bury their dead. The heads of the 
two founders, whofe names are to be read in 
the infcription which I have tranfcribed, are 


preferved in glazed clofets, and the monks 


fhew them with veneration, the confequence: 


of habit rather than of gratitude. 


The tyranny of the Turks hangs heavy over 
this convent in more than one’ particular, as_ 
well as over all the others. in the fame country. ~ 
The friars who inhabit them are not allowed — 

to add to the buildings which are conftruéted 
there, nor.to repair thofe which are falling. 
into ruins. They have never ‘been: able ‘toh 7 


Oe fucceed 
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fucceed in obtaining leave to finith their 
church; and, when they with to make any re- 
pairs: or embellifhments, they wait till a 
pacha, lefs ftern or more traétable than they 
commonly are, comes to command at CangEa; 
then they efteem themfelves happy to pur- 
chafe from’ him, at any price, permiffion to | 
call in workmen. ‘Thus it was that, a little 
time before my arrival, they had paid dearly 
for the right of gilding the fculpture of the 
farther end of their church. But thefe la- 
bours, although authorized by the gover- 
nor, mutt be profecuted with caution. Car- 
ried too far, they awaken the cupidity of 
the Turks, who, conceiving too high an idea 
of the riches of the friars, would not fail to 
make them a pretext for frefh extortions. 
What a monftrous adminiftration is that which 
punithes, as a crime, the care of adorning and 
repairing our dwelling, and in which what- 
ever deferves the greateft encouragement is 
but a fource of calamity and oppreftion! 

We fpent two days in this agreeable re- _ 
treat. Our time glided away in vifiting the 
beautiful plain, at the extremity of which 
it is fituated, in taking the diverfion of fhoot- 
ing, and ftrolling over the hills by which it 
is bordered: in the evening we re-affembled ; 

z 3 “the 
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the collation was prepared, and the whole- 
_fome and delicious difhes of which it was 
_compofed, could not, by a painful digeftion, 
difiurb the repofe to which gentle exercife 
had inclined us. 

_ When I compared this font biigcian fo’ 44 
| ty in which I had found myfelf, fome time — 
before, in the hideous Coptic monafteries of 
the defert of St. Macarrus,: or of Nirrta, 
_in Ecyrrt, how charming it appeared to me! 
There, a fiery climate, moving and hot fands, 
uncooled by any rain, unfought by any living 
being, a fcarce, harfh and unattra¢tive vege- 
tation, befpeak the languor of Nature. An 
enclofure of high walls, burning as the foil 
on which they ftand, faddens the mind and - 
terrifies the fight; and when the traveller pe- 
netrates into that horrible prifon, he there 
finds only the fame nakednefs which reigns 
without; dens, rather than cells, deteftable 
water, lentil bread, and all the marks of the 
_moft frightful wretchednefs. Here, on the 
contrary, the temperature is mild ; the fertile 
earth is decked with the richeft productions ; 
the profpecis are cheerful; here, every thing 
charms the fenfes, every thing is good and 
agreeable, with the exception of the govern- 
| ment, 
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ment, which we love to forget whén we are 
(ni this delightful diftti@ 

Our fowling, or, to fpeak more sb 
our walks, for they were not fatiguing, pro- 
duced us feveral fpecies of birds. We pro- 
cured fome red partridges; two woodcocks, 
extremely lean, and the only ones that we 
met with; and fome turtles, thrufhes, and 
blackbirds, which are in confiderable num- — 
bers on the olive-trees, whofe fruit they eat. 
We likewife faw a great many larks, col- 
leG&ed in numerous flocks in the fields; and, 
on the olive-trees, chaflinches, titmice, gold- 
finches, bull-finches, &c. TI remarked, that 
thefe laft-mentioned birds did not affemble 
feveral together, like the others; they are 
feen only in pairs: the male and female fol- 
low and keep near to each other; they fre-— 
quently call each other back, the male bya 
cry confifting of a {harp found,. followed by 
two efave founds, fomewhat fimilar to that 
given by two little ftones ftruck the one 
againft the other. It is by thefe laft two 
tones only that the female anfwers. The 
bull-finches whiftle like the blackbird : means 
are even found to make them articulate words, 
after the ftring of their oe has been cut. 

ee The 
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=, The natives were beginning to till and fow 
the lands. <A fingle ploughing preceded the 
fowing.of wheat; and, for barley, they con- 
‘ante themfelves; with feattermg it on ‘the 
fiubbley and, then going’ over it with the 
plough, as I have feen praétifed in my own 
country,. even: for wheat, ‘by negligent and 
dilatory'cultivators.. Here; the: furrows were 
not cut deeply; the farmers did no more than 
tusn up the furface of the ground; and this 
flight culture, which is followed by plentiful 
harvefts, \is. a’ certain indication of the fer- 
tility of the foil... On examination, it proves, 
in .faét, tobe of the beft quality, reddith, 

and. of. a ,good earns without being 
too compact. . 

This light, but fubftantial sande 1s alfo ex- 
tremely, well adapted to the culture of lupins; 
whole fields’ are fown. with them. This le- | 
gume is!a very common'food with the people 
of Canpra.) In order to deprive it of the — 
intolerable tartnefs and bitternefs, which pre- 
went, its being made ufe of without drefiing, 


itis putsto foak for five or fix days in fea~ — 


Water ;-it ds then boiled: and eaten; after being 
Atripped;,of, its fhell or hufk... 0) S18 

- Seed-time does not take place in| Canin : 
till after the early rains, which there com- 
eos ; monly _ 
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monly begin in. Oétober. They happened 
later in 1778, and none were feen to fall, for 
‘the firft time of that feafon, till the 11th of 
November; and, indeed, _the- plains, were 
parched up, and the plants died from drought. 
The early rains are accompanied by ftorms, 
boifterous winds, and claps of thunder. 
Winter, in the Ifland of Canpra, is, pro- 
perly fpeaking, no more than a rainy feafon, 
during which the fky is more charged with 
‘clouds, and the heat lefs powerful, but never 
fo much as to make it neceffary to have re- 
courfe to artificial warmth: it is a period more 
‘temperate, more wet, but which is by no 
‘means rough or unpleafant. 
~ However, the high mountains are covered 
with fnow in this feafon. On the 18th of 
November, 1778, the fummit of the lofty 
mountains, which form an amphitheatre be- 
hind Cawnea, was feen, for the firft time, 
crowned with fnew; it remains there till the 
month of June. It has been obferved, that 
when winter has whitened the ridge of thefe 
hills, the north wind, which frequently blows 
with dangerous impetuofity in the Gulf of 
CanEa, is no longer felt there with fo much 
violence, becaufe it is ftopped, or at leaft 
greatly 
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greatly moderated, by a light land-breeze, 
which is termed a_f/now-wind. a 

A long feries of obfervations has furnithed — 
navigators who frequent the harbour of CaN- 
DIA with a certain mean of afcertaining the 
ftate of the atmofphere in the open fea, from 
the fole infpection of the fame chain of moun- 
tains which encircles the town*to the fouth. 
When the clouds colleé& in heaps above the 
moft prominent of thefe hills, which bears 
the name of Catepo, the weather is bad m 
the offing, and the wind almoft always to — 
the northward: navigators then take good — 
care not to quit the harbour. If, on the 
contrary, the ridge of the mountain is clear 
‘and free from vapours, they are certain of 
finding, without, the wind moderate, and 
favourable for failing out of the gulf, any 
getting clear of the coaft, 
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CHAPTER XVII 


Caloyers. — Papas. — Their divine fervice.— 
Nomination of the chiefs of the Greek church, 
—Ancient formula of the letters patent for 
the nomination of the Greek bifhops.—Ac- 
cident.—Convent of St. Jolin.—Another de- 

Jerted convent of the fame name,—Mountains 

of Cape Melecca.—Catholicos.—Grotto.— 
Stalactites. —Solitude. — Partridges. —Wild 
goats.— Grotto of the Bear.—Return to 
Canea,—A Turk, friend to the French, 


CONVENTS are very numerous in GREECE; 
they are fanétuaries confecrated to ignorance, 
fuperftition, and moft frequently to floth. 
To the monks is given the name of caloyers; 
from kalos, good, and from géros, old man, 
good old man. We are very far, however, 
from feeing among them none but old men, 
or éven men of a certain age. It is not un- 
common to meet with young boys, of from 

ten 
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ten to twelve years old, clothed in the habit, 
which confilts of a plain, Jong, black gown, 
confined by a girdle. The variety of the re- 
gulations, the medley of the dreffes, which 
{trike the traveller, in the different claffes of | 
friars fpread over the furface of the countries 
fubmitted to the Latin church, are not to be 
Temarked among the Greeks ; there exifts but 
one order, that of Sr. Basin; and the monks, 
fubjeGted to the fame rule, alfo wear the fame 
drefs. 

Thefe friars are very dirty, and, we ‘may 
add, very ugly, from the habit which they 
contraét of negleéting their exterior, and of 
neither taking care of their beard nor their 
hair. Nor are they more to be admired as 
to interior qualities, Hypocrify, haughty and 
erofs ignorance, meannefs, and treachery, — 
form their character; uninformed as they - 
are, they with to be reckoned, in the eyes of 
the people, to pofiels great knowledge, and to 
enjoy a reputation for fanétity, which may 
procure them refpect and attention. 

Their vows’ are obedience, chaftity, and — 
abftinence. The firft and the laft of thefe 
vows are obferved with fuificient exadtnefs: 
men, born in flavery, are well calculated to 
ftoop under any yoke whatever; and habitu- 

| ated © 
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ated, from infancy, to a hard and miferable 
life, the greater part of thefe caloyers being 
taken only from the loweft clafs, they eafily 
fupport both the fimplicity of a coarfe diet, 
and the privations impofed on them by the 
frequent fafts to which they are reftricted ; 
although feveral, it is faid, make no fcruple 
to indemnify themfelves in private. But it is 
affirmed, that the fecond of thefe vows is not 
fo ftri€tly complied with ; and, were they not 
accufed of a degree of brutality, in the in- 
frinement of ate which Nature, more power- 
ful than all the inftitutions of convents, 
difavows, we fhould overlook their yielding 
to an irrefiftible impulfe, an enchanting and 
inevitable delirium, which occupies and in- 
flames all the fenfes, and before which human 
compacts fink and vanith. 

The difcipline of the Greek church con- 
tradiéts not, at leaft by imprudent obligations, 
thefe commands of Nature, in regard to her 
fecular clergy, whofe members may marry. 
Every papas, that is the name borne by a f{e- 
cular prieft, may have a wife, whom he 
efpoufes before he receives the priefthood,’ 
and whom, in cafe of death, it is forbidden 
him to replace by another. The wife of a 
papas is called papadia, and fhe participates 
. in 
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in the confideration enjoyed by: her hufband. 
The Greek girls are ambitious of the honour 
of being united’ to’ minifters of the Divinity; 
and it is, in géneral, the youngeft and hand-. 
fometft, who become the wives of men, for the 
moft part, advanced in years, and as dirty 
and difeufting as the caloyers. — . 
I thall difpenfe with fpeaking of the cuf 

toms and ceremonies of the Greek ritual ; 
thefe are things too well known, for it to: be 
neceflary for me to dwell on them. ~- We 
fhould,; however, | conceivean erroneous idea 
of the decency of their manner of performing 
divine fervice, were we to judge of it from the 
dignity and majeftic gravity of the ceremonies 
of the Latin. church’ in. Evrorr. Every 
thing in it is little and paltry; every thing 
in it partakes of the poverty and. narrownefs 
of mind. of thofe who officiate; every thing 
is. done. with: precipitation and. irreverence 5’ 
nothing {peaks to the foul and impofes on the 
fenfes; nothing init recalls to mind, that the 
- Creator and the Matter of the world is the: ob- 
- ject of their worthip. They ftir about a great 
deal,, they. chat, they laugh, they are: incefl~ 
antly making inclinations of the body, figns' 
of the. crofs, which feem:to trace a. fearf on 
te breaft, becaufe the right hand, carried’ 
only 
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only to the forehead, to the right fhoulder, 
and then to the left ¢houlder, falls again trant 


verfally andiwith quicknefs. In their finging 


is not to be found the melody and gravity of 
the Gregorian. chant ; it is monotonous, rapid, 
es and ee prety and it is pro- 
nounced in a fnuffling and very difagreeable 
manner. : ¢ 

It is well known, that the Turks have an 
infurmountable ayerfion to bells, a confe- 
quence of the hatred which they bear to 


Chriffans. No Greek church has any, | 


throughout the extent of their domination, 
and the caloyers make ufe of femi-circular 
fufpended: iron hoops, on which they ftrike, 
for the purpofe of fummoning their congre- 
gation to prayers. 

.Vhe Greek church, which £63 merly reckoned 
among its membersfome men of great talents, 
_ and: whofe volumimous works contain nume- 
rous’ traits of beautiful eloquence, is fallen 
intoy the greateft debafement. ‘The place of 
patriarch, who. is.her head, is abandoned to 


intrigue, and put up to auction. Nominated. 
by the court of ConsTaNTINOPLE, he is one 


of its: moft {upple and moft cringing: cour-. 
tiers, After having purchafed. his swan 


he purchafes his tranquillity and: his influ-: — 


ence; 


/ 
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ence; to fupport himfelf, he frequently ftands 
in need of fqueezing, in his turn, the pre- 
lates of his church; and, in order to obtain 
from them the fums which he requires, he 


makes ufe of the arm and the violence of: 


the Turks, who, to the exaétions which they 
take on themfelves to levy, add others for 
their own private emolument. It is not afto- 
nifhing, that the Turks fhould have conceived 
a fovereign contempt for people, who make 
of their religion an objeé of fpeculation, and 
degrade their character by the moft rapacious 
cupidity. To the fentiment of contempt, fo 
juftly merited, is added, among the Mufful- 


- mans, inextinguifhable hatred againft Chrif- 


tians; and this cenfure is manifefted, even in 
the letters patent, neceffary for the imvefti- 
ture of the patriarchate or of a_bifhopric. 
Ingenious turns of exprefiion are not {pared 


in it; but long habit, and, perhaps, fome 
fhade, lefs coarfe, of barbarifm, have blunted 
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the traits of this fort of rage; and the pro- ‘ # 


vifions of the Greek church, no longer con-> 
tain, in our days, the outrageous qualifica-_ 


tions with which they were. formerly filled. 
There was communicated. to me, as au- 


.thentic, the Latin tranflation,.of an ancient 
firman of the Ports, for the nomination of 


‘ a Greek 
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a Greek bifhop. It is a fort of bull, extremely 
whimfical;- it was put into my. ,hands: at 
Carno, by Venture and his father-in-law 
Bectan both French interpreters, or dro- 
guemans, who affured me. of the truth, of it ; 
but, .fuppofing that fome exag gerations have 
been .blended with. it, this Henman: e1ves 
not the lefs, on that account, an idea of the 
debafement of the Greeks, and thews how 
odious they are to their tyrants ; and though 
thefe firmans are, at pre lent, lets indecorous, 
we may, from. the injurious terms which are 
there inferted, judge of what they muft have 
been,, in fact, at a time when the fanaticifm 
and ferocioufnels of the Turks were in greater 
vigour. | | | 

The following, I have been told, is. the 
ancient and truly fingular protocol, which 
ferved for the letters patent of the bifhops of 
the East: # | 

Cum. infidelium epifcopus quidam, 
nomine ——— fide reprobatus, et moribus 
diffolutiffimis a templo mundi, ad terram wn- 
mundam tranfiviffet, et nonnullis abhinc annis 
ipfius anima impura ab infami nido fio ad val- 
les infernales advolaffét, negotia vana. vaniores 
epifcopaths Sufpenfa remanferunt ; omnes ergo 
injideles, fingult monachi, cundli patres im- 
» VOL. I. | ALA piiffimi, 
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piifimi, univerfi ethnici congregarunt fe ; atgue 
poft varias deliberationes diabolicas, in hoc punéto 
convenerunt, ipfis nempe epifcopum effe abfolute 
necefurium, gui ipfemet reprobatus a Deo, et 
auxilio divino penitis deftitutus, auderet tamen 
ilis auvilia divina ad promittere, qui peffimus 
apfe, illos etiam ad deteriora indueret, qui 
errans et hereticus, per errores et herefes 
illos conducere poffet, qui denique epifcopatts 
vanas functiones adminifirando, reétits et tu- 


tits ad infernum perduceret. Lt ad hoc tidem 


enfideles nobis propofuerunt quemdam 
exemplar malitié, prototypum iniquitatis, fata- 
nam incarne et cornibus infirulum _fataneis, 
honuinum emiffarium Belzebuth, et fortaffe ipf 
Juperiorem, vilem et abjetium, de quo dicetur a 
turbis hominum in die judicii, quando fuper 
caput ejus ius clacarum ferrearum ignearam- 
que ficut grando impluent : Amplius, Domini, 
amplits. sre 

Cum vere fupra dicius monachus eujus dotes 
Sufficientur depinvimus, ad quem ifta charta 


pertutet, cuique hac fola vice credatur, omnium 
fui ordinis monachorum fenior, id eft, cumulans 


fitos errores pertinacia, ignorantiam malitie 
maritans, Jgunio multiplici, vand abftinentié, 
feerilibufque mortificationibus: fe ciabolorum 


OF 
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ad crédendum inducens, neque wota fibi impo- 
nendo nihil aliud faciens nifi torquem maledic- 
tionis collo fuo in eternum ligare, religiofus fine 
religioné, et in vid perditionis fecuro gradu 
procedens, quem Deus adequet die penarum et 
minarum, febrict fudore, purulentdque culne-— 
ris gangrend vitali materia, lucifero diademate 
cin@us et piceis ornamentis indutus, omnibus 
- infidelibus preful datus et inventor nove here- 

feos, epifeopus denique nominatus eff. 

? Datum, Se. &c.* 

At 


* TRANSLATION. 


As the bifhop of the infidels of 
o————, of reprobate faith and perverfe morals, has 
paffed from the temple of this globe into an unclean land, 
‘and, for fome years paft, his impure foul having quitted 
its infattious prifon, in order to fly into the infernal gulfs, 
‘the vain affairs of a more vain bifhopric have remained in 
- fatpentes all the “infidels, all the monks, all the fathers _ 

of impiety, all the pagans, have aflembled, and, after 
_ feveral diabolical deliberations, they have agreed on this 
' fingle point, that they were in want of a bifhop, who, 

 himfelf accurfed of God, and abfolutely deprived of ce- 
leftial fuccour, would, neverthelefs, venture to promife 

> them divine afliftance ; who, depraved in himfelf, would 
_ induce them to commit ftill more evil; who, bewildered 

in error and herefy, might conduét them into other errors 

and other herefies; who, in fhort, fulfilling the vain func- 
tions of epifcopacy, would drag them more direétly and 

weet - AA 2 | more 
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At the convent.of the Triniry, we were 
not at the extremity of Cape Metrcca, and 
we refolved to proceed towards that point, 
which is: entirely formed of maffes of rocks, 


heaped. up into lofty. mountains, and rent 


more furely to hell. And, to this effect, the fame infi- 
dels have propofed to us one : 
wickednefs, a model of iniquity, a devil incarnate and 
bearing the horns of Satan, the meflenger, and, perhaps, 


—, an example of 


the outdoer of Belzebub ; vile and abje&t, of whom the © 


affemblies of men will fay, on thé day of judgment, when 


the blows of red-hot iron clubs fhall fall like hail on his 
criminal head: Svrll more, Lord, fill more. 


This above-mentioned monk, whofe qualities have jut 4 


been fufficiently defcribed, to whom thefe letters patent 
belong, and to whom credit is to be given on this oc- 
cafion only, the mof ancient of his order, that is to fay, 


accumulating with obftinacy a crowd of errors; joining 


ignorance to malice; flattering himfelf to foften the foul 
of demons, by numerous fafts and. fteril mortifications, 
or, at leaft, prevailing on others to believe fo; doing — 
nothing elfe, by impofing on himfelf obligations by vows, 
but fixing on himfelf eternally the yoke of malediction ; 
religious without religion, and walking with a firm ftep in, 
the path of perdition; whom may heaven, on the day ore 
menace and chaftifement, cover. with the fweat of fever, 
and the infe&tious matter of gangrene, his brow, encircled, 


| : 
4 
\ in 


si 


i 
% 
Phd 
Hie 


° 


_ by the diadem of Lucifer, and clothed with ornaments be- . he 


7 


daubed with pitch, this monk, in fhort, defignated for 
prefiding over infidels, and for inventing new herefies, has 
been appointed bifhop. is 
Done, &¢. &c. 


ae 
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into profound precipices. At the very mo- 
ment of our departure, I had liké to have 
been left dead on the fpot. When I was 
going to mount my horfe, not having taken 
the precaution to make ufe, like the Turks, 
of fome elevation to get into the faddle, I 
fet my: foot in the ftirrup in the European 
manner; but my horfe, being galled under 
the belly in the place of the girth, experi- 
encing pain from the impreflion of this girth, 
which the weight of my body occasioned 
to move and prefs againft his wound, reared 
up and fell upon me; my head pitched within 
lets than two inches of the flight of ftone- 


fteps, and to this trifling diftance was I in- 
_ débted for not haying been killed: but I ex+ 


perienced no injury ; I remounted my horfe 


with greater precaution, and this little ac- 


cident delayed not our departure a fingle mo- 
ment. | 


At a full half league from the convent of 
the Tarnity, in advancing towards the 


point. of the promontory, acrofs roads, or 


rather paths made on biocks of {tones, ftands 


another convent dedicated to St. Jonn. It 


is far lefs confiderable than the former; this 


is alfo the work of the Venetians; but it has 


not been completed, and its conftruction is 


AA 8 lefs 


Uo: ; 
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lefs advanced. This houfe would have been 
tolerably handfome, had it been finifhed. 
We ftopped there but a moment, becaufe it 
is by no means interefting, unlefs for its 
fituation on the moft elevated pitch of the 


cape, whence the view extends to a great. 


diftance towards the fea. But this enlek ote 


horizon has not the agreeablené{s of the fmil- _ 
ing plain, of the charming fite of the con- | 


vent of the Trinity, and the mind is rather 


faddened than enlivened by the rocks by 


which one 1s furrounded. 

Here we left our horfes, the pata ceafing 
to be paffable for them, and. foot-paflengers 
even having fome difficulty in walking over 


mountains, entirely formed of gray marble, - 


and fo covered with it, as to leave but here 


and there intervals, in which grow a few — 
plants and fhrubs. We defoended by a very” 
difficult road, having befide us fr ightful pre- 
cipices, formed by the fiffures of perpendicular ~ 


mountains. 


At the foot of one of thefe mountains is — 
fituated a little monaftery, which alfo bears ~ 
the name of Sr. Joun, and the diftri& where 
it is built is called that of Caruoxrcos. The 
defcent to it is by a flight of one hundred 
and thirty-nine fleps cut in the rock. This 
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houfe has long been deferted, on account of. 
the frequent pillages to which it was expofed 
on the part of pirates, who landed on the 
cuaft for the purpofe of laying it under con- 
tribution. 

On the coaft of the chapel of this convent, 
which is falling into ruins, is the entrance 
of a grotto™. We each entered with a flam- 
beau in our hand, and conduéted by a monk, 
belonging to the great convent of Sr. Jonn. 
A guide is neceflary to ftrangers, who wifh to 
penetrate into this excavation formed by Na- 
ture,.in order that they may not be ex- 
pofed to falling headlong into fome abyfs. 
Lhe grotto is fpacious, and a perfon may 
eafily proceed there nearly a mile, before he 
arrives at the extremity ; it runs horizontally 
into the bofom of the mountain. An infinite 
number of pillars of ftalactites, which aflume 
all forts of forms, and fome of which are 
of a prodigious fize, feem intended for 
fupporting the roof. In the fpace which is 
between thefe pillars, the work of a flow filtra- 
tion of the waters, and of the ftony fub- 
{tances that they have brought with them, ._ 


* Tournefort makes no mention of this grotto, although 
he vifited the fame diftria. * 
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ate found other maffes, which ages have, 
in like manner, elaborated, fome of which 1 
hang from the, roof of the erotto, and others q 
tife Croat the ground: they all -have different 
forms. Among thefe may be difcov er ed por- - 
ticoes, heads, tubes flender as” quills, and 
other figures, whofe great variety and num- 
ber produce: a very agreeable effeét. You 
walk over a large piece of fallen fialaétites, ‘ 
the extremity of which is a- perfect: repre- a 
fentation of the head ofa hog. In the midft 
of thefe “fports of chance, the imagination ; 
has a vaft field for conjectures and ficti ions. 
The colour of the ftalaétites of the erotto. } 
of CATHOLICOS is, in general, yellowith, - 
dull, ‘and ake like almoft all concretions a 
of this nature; but fome are alfo feen of a 
dazzling Snitl whofe beauty furpatfes. ‘ala- 
bafter of the fineft polifh.' In a little time, fi 
means ‘might be found to detach pieces ‘One 
it of no inconfiderable fize, and fit for forming J 
very beautiful works. Although | ae) 
hard, thefe ‘ftalactites’ eafily break, which | 
renders them very dificult to be worked, 
On firiking them-with a hammer, ° they a 
elit parks, produced by the vitreous par . 
ticles which the w: ters: eave brought down, | a 
nee and 
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and blended ith the caleareous fubflances 
of which they are compofed. oe aed 
The rains had cooled the atmofphere to 
fuch a degree as to caufe us to experience a 
flight fenfation of cold. In the grotto, on 
the contrary, we felt a powerful heat; and 
we were there foon covered with fweat, 
though we had left moft of our clothes at the 
entrance. On, my firft journey to this place, 
I had experienced quite the reverfe; it was 
very warm without, and the cold was very 
fharp in the grotto, That was in the month 
of June, and we were now there in November. 
Near the grotto there is, on one fide, a 
well of excellent water; and on the other fide, 
but a little farther on, a recefs, where bones 
are piled up. ‘they are probably thofe of 
_ the monks who inhabited the convent. Op- 
pofite, a very handfome bridge, fifty feet in. 
height, of a fingle arch, and fubftantially 
built, joins the two mountains, and croffes 
the narrow and deep valley by which they 
are feparated. On the declivity of this other 
mountain are feen fome natural excavations, 
which ferved as obfcure and pious abodes to 
ancient anchorites. | 
No folitude can be imagined more perfect, 
| and at ae fame time more. wild, without be- 
7 ing 
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ing hideous, than that in which is fituated 
the little convent of Sr. Joun. . Surrounded 
by perpendicular mountains, briftling with. 
naked rocks, whofe melancholy and arid uni- 
formity is interrupted by the foliage of a few 
fhrubs inclined on their furface, the man who 
imhabits it is concealed from all the world; 
the enormous curtains which feem to envelop 
him, leave him only a view of the fky. In > 
fafety on the brink of a frightful precipice, 
the bridge, whofe top is flat, and a little 
platform made before the houfe, afford him 
the means of taking a walk, which is fuf- 
ficient for moderate exercife and meditation : 

the eye, in following the torrent or the pre- 
cipice which exifts: between the two moun- 
tains, difcovers the fea as through a vifta; 
and this profpeét affords a change to reve- 
ries‘and filent occupations. But, it muft be 
_confeffed, religion or philofophy can alone ~ 
find charms m a rugged and folitary nook, _ 


which infulates man from other men, and ~ 


leaves him no intercourfe but with the Divi- 
nity and himfelf. - 

Covies of red partridges delight in thefe 
inacceflible mountains, and there they live 
in fafety. There, alfo, are to be feen wild 
goats, which leap from rock to rock with 


- admirable — 
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admirable addrefs and agility. Thefe wild 
goats; which are to be met with in the Ifle 
of Canpia, and feveral other iflands of the 
fame fea, are of the bouquetin*, or mountain 
goat fpecies. The modern Greeks, as has 
been done by their anceftors, confound the 
bouguetin and the chamois under the fame 
denomination of wild goat. The French, 
habituated to the Levant, alfo knew them 
by no other denomination than that of chéevre 
fauvage. It is to be prefumed, in faét, that 
Burron himfelf imagined that thefe two 
animals are not of a fpecies different from that 
of the domeftic goat. “ 

- I quitted with regret the folitude of Ca- 
TtHouLicos. ‘The filence of nature, the fort 
of terror infpired by the gloomy fcenery of 
the fituation, the vicinity of dark caverns, 
whence gulfs, in which no man ever pene- 
trated, extend into the bofom of the earth, 
together with the remains, half-decompofed, 
of the ancient inhabitants of this, defert, 
had involved me in a religious reverie, and 
plunged me into a profound melancholy. 
Abforbed in my thoughts, I was not aware 


* Bouquetid, Burron, Hift. Nat. des Quadrupédes, edie 
tion de Sonnini, tome XXX.—-Capraibex. LINN. 


of 
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of the fatigue that is experienced in afcend- 
ing the flight of fteps by which we had ar 
tived ; and I was not roufed from my diftrac-' 
tion til the moment when my companions 
gave me notice to quit the path, in order to. 
vifit a fmall houfe inhabited by a finele ca- 

loyer. | 3 | 

On one fide is a grotto or cavern, the 
arched roof of which is very lofty, but which | 
is no great depth. Juft on entering, ofieis 4 
ftruck by the refemblance of a bear, formed 
by a very large block of ftalaétites. Po- 
€ocK, who vifited this cavern, fays that there 
are alfo to be feen here’ feveral hunters, in 
like manner formed of ftalactites, who feem 
to attack the bear*; but thefe figures of hun- 
ters have probably Be abttroy ay: for decd 
are now no veftiges of them. 

After having remounted our nestles at dhe 
great convent of St. Joun, we went to fleep 
at that of the Triniry ; and the next day 
we purfued our route to Canza. We pafled 
qear AcroTiRI, a convent of nuns: farther — 
on, we ftopped a few moments-at the country- 
‘houfe of a Turk, a friend to the French; we | 
were there extremely well received. Bast " 


cn ee 


* Travels j in the East, &c. book ii. ‘chap. xvii. 
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pipes, fherbet, were prefented to us with cor- 
diality; and we took leave of this honeft 
Muffulman, who had been a great traveller, 
at the fame time expreffing our withes that 
his countrymen might partake of his huma- 
nity and civilization. 


SFO 
CHAPTER. 
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CHAPTER, XIX. 


‘Harbour of Canea.—Danger incurred by the 
Author in giving afpfiance to a Barbary cor- 
fair.—Situation of this corfair.—Sant Odero. 
—Harbour of Suda.—Game. — Shelt-fifh.— 
Sea-urchins, — Sardines, or fprats. — Road 

_ from Suda to Canea.—Lepers.—Romeca, a 
dance of the Greeks. —Apothecary of Canea. 
—Signs of liber? 'Y. 


WHEN we are to fpeak of the harbours 
which are in the hands of the Turks, we are 
forced to repeat inceflantly, and to defcribe, 
for each of them, the fame negligence, the 
fame barbarous apathy, which coolly fuffer 
to fall into decay thofe great bafins which na- 
ture and art had formed, in order to promote 


commerce and public profperity. At Canes | 
are again found the vices of adminif{tration, — 
and the indifference, which are to be re-— 


marked, wherever we land, on the immenfe 
extent of coaft, become, for the misfortune 


oF ‘the people who inhabit it, the property 
of 


tbe 
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of the Muffulmans. No precaution, no po- 
lice, no mean of repair and prefervation is 
there employed; the procefs of cleanfing a 
port, by means of lighters, is unknown; 
fhips throw overboard, with impunity, every 
thing that embarraffes them, and not un- 
frequently a part of their ballaft. The bot- 
tom rifes, and is covered by foreign bodies, 
dangerous for the cables; the bafin is choked 
up; it can fcarcely admit veffels of two hun- 
dred tons burden: the arfenal, and the fine 
docks for fhip-building, which the Venetians 
had conftructed there, are falling into ruins, 
and are no longer in a condition to be made_ 
ufe of; and the Turkith government beholds, 
with a ftupid eye, the powerful promoters of 
its ftrength.and wealth thus decaying. 

_ Expofed to the north winds, the entrance 
of the harbour is difficult when they blow 


“with violence; then veffels do not enter the 


culf, at the head of which this entrance is 
fituated; but, if once they have run into it 
during thefe northerly gales, it is no longer 
poffible for them to get. out of it, and they 
are obliged to fteer for the very narrow mouth 


‘of the harbour, where the waves colleét in 
‘heaps, and frequently rife high enough te 


clear 


368 .. TRAVELS IN 


SY 


clear the mole, and to apreags and break in the 


bafin. : 
; I do not recollect, a SG terror, the cape 
gers which feveral French feamen and myfelf 
incurred, in giving affiftance to a veffel which 
had imprudently. got into the Gulf of Ca- 
NEA, during the night, and in a very! ftrong 
gale of ecthee from the northward. It was nine 


o'clock in the evening, the night, was ex-_ 
tremely dark, the wind furious, and the fea 
roared: againit the mole in a. terrible manner. . 


I was on board a J‘rench merchant-veffel, at 
anchor in the harbour: the three captains 
with whom I bad made the exurfion to Cape 
Mevecca had affembled on board. this fhip, 
in order to give me a fupper. Reports of can- 
non, repeated at certain intervals, were heard 


in the offing; their hollow and deep found | 


added to the gloomy horror infpired by the 
noife of the raging winds and waves. Fires 
kindled at the top of the light-houfe, which 
fiands at the entrance of the harbour,’ fpread 
their agitated light over this {cene of con- 
fufion and fury in the contending elements. 
Such was the only affiftance that could be 


procured in a place where there neither. are 


pilots, nor perfons appointed to fuperintend 


the harbours. Reports of guns, the fignal - 
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of danger and diftrefs, fucceeded each other 
with rapidity. French merchant-fhips being 
at that time very numerous in the feas of 
the Levan, there was every reafon to be- 
lieve that the veifel, whofe repeated calls for 
afliftance we heard, was of that defcription. 
The determination of expofing themfelves 
in order to fave their fellow-citizens, com- 
panions, or friends, was inftantly taken by 
the captains with whom I was fuppinge. They 
manned the lareett long-boat belonging to | 
the three veflels, and the ftouteft of their 
failors were ordered to be fe leéted for this 
expedition. _ I chofeto accompany my enter- 
tainers, and-we pulled out of the harbour, 


- having to ftrueele acainft the wind and 
rep) oc o 


waves, which came with violence direétly 
-again{t us, and oppofed our progrefs. We 
were more than once on the point of being 
fwamped. At length, after confiderable dif- 
ficulty and danger, we arrived near a veflel 


__ which was lying to, and fuffering herfelf to 


be drifted towards the mole. A tier of guns. 
run out foon made us perceive that’ we were 


not approaching’ a merchant-thip; and when 


we got on board, we found that we were on 

the deck of a Barsary corfair belonging to 

TrreoLi. 
OS gee BB Although > 
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Although the commander of this veffel was 
a tolerably good feaman, he had not been 
able to perfuade his crew to manceuvre fo 
as to enter the harbour of Canra. A few 


men only had confented to remain on deck, ) 


and the reft kept quietly in the waift, fmok- 
ing their pipe, as if they had been in the 
fituation the leaft expofed. | Our arrival gave 
frefh energy to the commander of the cor- 
fait, a rough and. ferocious pirate. In any 
other circumftances, he would not have fpoken 
tous but with brutality. Danger had ren- 
“dered him mild and obfequious: he called us 
his friends and. brothers; he conjured. us to 
fhare among ourfelves the command of his 


_fhip, and fave her from deftruétion; he re-.. 


ferved for his people all the violence of his 


charatter, and, with a ftick in his hand, 


forced them to come on deck. At laft the 


fore-fail alone was fet; and we contrived, 
without any accident, to caft anchor in the — 
harbour. ©The Barspary free-booter, who 


had manifefted fo much joy at receiving 


* a 


ear 


afliftance when he was in danger, cxprefied 


no farther acknowledement when he had ~ 
efcaped from it; and, by his grofs ingrati- 


tude, very worthy of a barbarous pirate, he 
induced brave feamen, who had expofed them- 


felves — 
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felves to great perils, in order to preferve 


him from them, to epee of their generous 


acliou. ' 

‘In the gulf, and to the weft of the har- 
bour, a fmall ifland, named Sant Opero, 
or Sr. Turopore, on which the Venetians 
had built a caftle, now entirely demolithed, 
affords a tolerably good anchorage for large 
fhips: however, they avail themfelves of it 
but very feldom, and prefer entering the 
’ harbour of Supa, where they are in much 
greater fafety. Cape Mxrrcca forms the 
weit part, and Cape Trapani, formerly Dre- 
» panum, the eatt fide of this narrow gulf, 
which penetrates nearly two leagues inland: 
it was probably the Ampnriiare of the an- 
-- cients. Hiftorians are not agreed on this 
point. Others place the harbour of AmPut- 
- mate between Supa and Rerimo, where 
‘there is, however, only a very bad haven; 
and the latter make of Cape Mexecca, the 
Cape Drepanum of the ancients. It feems 
to me, that the opinion which I adopt is the 
' moft rational, and the moft conformable 

to the ftate. of the places. 
At the entrance of the great Bay of Supa, 
and fheltered by Cape Metecca, is an iflet 
ee 4 enter of a league in circuit. A fortrets, 
ot 3 Se a SR which 
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which remained for a long time in the hands: 
of the Venetians, even after they had loft 
the Ifland of Canpra, defends this impor 


tant harbour, which Nature has formed, 


and which is one of the fineft and moft fpa- 


¢ious in the Mrprrerranean;: the, moft 
numerous fleet may there be affembled. Ships 
may caft anchor under the fortrefs, but they 
are not in fafety; whereas, by running up 


bay, and which is called Za Curars, they 


are perfeétly fheltered. This harbour has, 


neverthelefs, the inconvenience of affording 
no anchorage but at La Cunatre itfelf:. there. 
are 110 foundings throughout the remainder of 


its length, fo that frequently fhips are de-> 
tained there for a confiderable time, in ex- 


pectation of a favourable wind for leaving it. 
There are no habitations on the coaft 


which forms. this bright; the place is foli-. 


tary, and no other amufement is, to be en- 


| joyed: there but. that of fhooting. The un- F 


cultivated and rocky hills, with which the | 


bay is furrounded, abound with game; par- 
tridges, quails, and hares, are there com- | 
mon; and a morals, which is at the ex- 
tremity, is generally full of fnipes and water- 
hens. The fea there alfo abounds with fith;. 


in 


as far as the -coaft which terminates the | 
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in particular, fardines, or fprats, are there 
taken in great quantities.’ The {tones wafhed 
-by- the fea contain numbers of da¢tyls; other 
fhell-fith are alfo to be feen; and fea-urchins, 
which, on the coaft of this part of the 
Ifland of Canpra, are more delicate than 
elfewhere, have multiplied to fuch a degree, 
that whole boat-loads of them are brought 
to CANEA. 

From La Curate to Cayra the diftance is 
reckoned a league: | the plain which leads 
thither is fertileand agreeable, and the travel- 
Jer feels a pleafure in croffing fields adorned 
with the riches of culture, or enamelled with: 
flowers which grow there fpontaneoufly. But, 
‘on approaching the town, a difgufting-fpec- 
tacle fuddenly changes the pleafurable fen- 


- fations which had been produced by thefe— 


fmiling pictures. The foul is harrowed up, 
the fenfes are painfully affected, at the fight 
of the huts which line the road. Thefe are 
the afylumsof perfons of both fexes, eaten 
up by that horrible and contagious difeafe of 
_ the fkin which fill exercifes its ravages in 
fome parts of the East, and which the cru- 
fades had introduced into Evrorr, where 


| we have fucceded in getting rid of it. 
| BBS At Ae. 
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_ The leprofy ftill infeéts one cee the fnett 
countries of the Eas. - This: diforder was 
anciently known to the Greeks, who called it 
lepra, and the. Jews were very fubjec to its 
ravages. It ftill acts with fome degree of 
virulence on the inhabitants’ of the Ifland 
of Canpra: the Turks and Greeks are alike 
afflicted by it, and it attacks, the rich as well — ; 
‘asthe poor. I make this remark, becaufe. ~ 
Savary has:affirmed that perfons in affluence ~ 
were not fubjeé to the leprofy*. He, doubt-  ~ 
lefs, did not recollect that, when we were | 
together at Canea, the fon of an opulent ! 
aga, {till young, and a very handfome man, 7 
was a victim to this loathfome diforder. 
Lepers are obliged to quit the town, and 
dwell in a hut, where they are prohibited 
from all communication with healthful per-~— 
fons. They there live on the produce of a ~ 
{mall garden adjoiming to their cottage, on a 
‘poultry which they rear, and on the alms of © 
paflengers. No fooner do they perceive any’ 
ene, than they advance in order to implore — 
pity; and their approach caufes the moft vio-~ / 
lent difgutt. ‘Their face, as well as “theinn 
body, is {welled by reddifh and fealy blotches, 4 


* Lettres fur la Gréce. Lettre xxxiii. 
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‘and eroded by puftules; their afpect is hide- 
ous, and one haftens to throw them fomé 
- money, in order to: get away from them. 
Hatred to Europeans has taken fuch deep 
root in the heart of Muffulmans, that un- 
fortunate Turks, confined in the enclofure 
intended for lepers, infulted us all, at the 
fame time afking charity of us. How fre- 
quently have I not heard myfelf thus ad- 
dreffed: ‘* Pray, infidel, dog, give me a 
parat !” : 
- Who would imagine that favs thould alfo 
eftablith his throne in the midtt of fo horrible 
and difeufting an affociation? Intimate con- 
nexions are contraéted between the wretches 
of which it is compofed; the ftharpnefs of 
their hnmours provokes their paftion, or, to 
{peak more correctly, their brutality; its 
effects are exceffive; they are under no 
reftraint: feparated from the reft of man- 
kind, they difdain every fort of referve. In 
- the open day, they are feen indulging in 
their voluptuous tranfports; and they ceafe 
not to lavifh on each other thefe horrible 
careties, till the moment when, finking under 
the diforder which overwhelms them, they 
drop to pieces, decompofed by long and 
complete tis) Je gaan ena 
BBA ) By 
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By the fide of this melancholy heap of 
men. in prey, while yet living, to a. general 
| corruption, ais exhibited, from time to time, 
another {pectacle, which caufes no lefs horror. 
It is on the edge of this fame road, which 
leads to the only gate that Canza has on 


the land fide, that criminals, who have un- 
dergone the terrible punifhment of empale- — 


ment, are expofed. They are ranged on each 
fide of the road; and in this dreadful rank 
are feen men whofe body is longitudinally 
tranfpierced by ‘a fiake, fome dead, others 
expiring; fome fmoking their pipe, with as 
much fang-froid as if they were fitting on 


cufhions, railing at the Europeans, and liv- 


ing, as long as twenty-four hours, in the moft 


excruciating torments. But let us turn afide 
our eyes from thefe objeéts, which  infpire 


pity and horror, and direét them to images | 


lefs revolting. I beheld, for the firft time, 
-. ina field near Canea, the Romeca, a dance 
mingled with finging, which the -prefent 


Greeks have received from their anceftors, 
and which. they have preferved nearly in - 


all its details, Lefs conftant in our taftes, 
‘as well as in our pleafures, by what a multi- 
plicity. of: changes have they not: varied? 


And who could give the enumeration of all — 
: : the | 
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the fpecies of dances which have fucceeded 
each other among us, only within thefe two 
centuries 7 

The dance of re Greeks of Ban pnd is 
not deftitute of fimplicity and noblenefs. Ac- 
cording to the opinion of an ineftimable | 
writer*, it is the moft ancient of all: Ho- 
MER has defcribed it}, and it is the image. 
of the labyrinth of Crere,’ of which it 
imitates the turnings and windings. The 
antiquity of this dance has, indeed, fome- 
thing impofing; but, if we confider it with- 
out prepoffeffion, we find in it a ferious and 
grave turn, too remote from the gaiety, which 
we expect to meet with in rural hops. Their 
fongs have not more vivacity; they are flow 
and languid; and the habit which the Greeks 
have of finging through the nofe, renders 
their foci ftill more drawling and lef, 
fprightly. 

I faw the Candiot dance Nadusied by 
a Greek, who, after having ftudied fome 
time at Papua, had fet up as an apothe- 
cary at Canra. This man, who was elderly, 
very tall, thins, meagre, and lank, intro- 


.* Guy’s Lettres fur la Gréce, Letter xiii. 
Bs Iliad, book xviii, and fee Pops’s verfion, line 657. 
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duced into his fteps ay his finging a gra- | 


vity which had fomething truly rifible; and 
his fnuffling tone was very unpleafant, at 
the fame time. that his ftern countenance 


formed a very firiking _contraft with the 


beautiful perfons, the rofy complexion, the — 
fweet fmile, and the large and expreffive 
black eyes, of the young girls) who com- 
pofed the dance. 

This apothecary, an oie end and ee 
mable man, lived under the protection of 
France, and he was much attached to our 
nation. He wore a long robe in the Greek 
ftyle;. but, in lieu of the cap or calotte 
of his countrymen, his head was covered 


with a large cocked hat, a fign of the liberty’. 


which he enjoyed. The different marks of 


the emancipation of men are deferving of 
,notice. Here, the cap is reckoned to be. 


the indication of it; elfewhere, it is the 


hat. People are not better agreed, as to 


thefe figns of liberty, than as to liberty: it- 
felf; and men have never been lefs free 
than when, ‘by vain exterior marks, it has 
been meant to perfuade them that they — 
_ were fo.) 


~ 


he ‘ CHAPTER — 


bad 
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CHAPTER XX. 


Gardens of the Ifland of Candia.—Compari- 
fon between thofe gardens and ours.—Corn 
and agriculture.—Olive-trees. —Plane-trees. 
— Orange-trees, &c. — Defcription of the 
groves formed by different fpecies of trees.— 
Acacia.—Jafmine.—Colocafia.—Fruit-trees. 
—Birds.—Solitary black-bird.—Flowers.— 
Shrubs.—Aromatic Plants. —Dittany. 


- 


TRAVELLERS have taken a pleafure in 
~ defcribing in their narratives, as places replete 
with charms, the gardens which are in the 
vicinity of.the town of CankEa. Savary, 
in particular, has delighted in painting them; 
and he has employed, in this picture, the moft 
delicate touches of his pencil, and the moft 
brilliant colours of his pallet. - They are, in- 
deed, very agreeable; but, like the gardens 
of the other parts of the Easr, they by no 
means refemble ours; aud we fhould be dif- 
13 appointed, 


a 


~ 


380 | ‘ TRAVELS IN 


appointed, if, on entering them, we expected 
to find there compartments, fymmetry, order 
in the plantations, regularity in the feed- 
plots, ftraight alleys, im fhort, all the accef- 
fories which accompany the elegant unifor- 
mity of our enclofures. Thefe, properly 
fpeaking, are orchards, groves, clumps of 
foliage, which the thears refpect, and which 
are furrounded by groups of fruit-trees ; 


fpaces covered with vegetables, or decorated | 
with flowers ; other lezuminous plants, other, 


flowers Pesta. and, as if thrown by chance, 
‘gTOW between the trees and thrubs ; > Thee 
there is an'implement ufelefs to the gardener ; 
he makes no more ufe of it than of the prun- 
meo-knife; paths, rather than walks, wind 
under the fhade of thefe little woods. The 
hand of man, which is obfervable in our orch- 
ards and ‘parterres, even when we {trive to 
conceal it, by endeavouring to circumfcribe 
and reduce around us the diverfified fcenes 
of Nature, is, in a manner, imperceptible 
m thefe confufed affemblages of a multitude 
of various plants. But this appearance’ of 
confufion, which is truly the fymmetry of 
Nature, is. not witbout its agreeablenefs. 
-Magnificence f{prings from the bofom of the 
arts; but the pomp of luxury which aftonithes, 


which 
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which dazzles, produces only the bride of the 
fenfes. Not one of thofe fenfations which 
pleafe the heart, fatisfy . and procure it 
pure and fweet enjoyments,’is to be found i 11 
our confined and: noily walks, in the midit - 
of the elegant and ftiff defigns of our par- 
terres, of rows of trees, planted and trimmed 
in a workman-like manner, of the decorations 
of luxury, of laborious and expenfive efforts 
of waters, {pouting into. the air, or pent up 
‘between the ftraight borders of a canal, the 
two extremities of which the eye embraces, 
or falling again, at no fall coft, on fieps ; 
avery contracted image of the majeftic cai- 
cades, whence rivers precipitate their foani- 
ing waves. - Let the proud citizen, whofe con- 
traéted heart fighs only after frivolous plea- 
fures and factitious and barren enjoyments, 
not forfake the enclofyres of opulence and 
monotony; let him not enter into thefe foli- 
tary recefles, which’ have not. coft heaps of 
gold, and of which Nature has defrayed all 
the expenfe. He is too unmindfal of her to 
relith her charms, and he would experience 
nothing but difguft in places which are con- 
fecrated to her, and which, fhe has taken 
pains to. embellith. Pete 

| You, 


Ha, 
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You, who, furrounded by the tumultuous 
corruption of our manners, have found means 


“to preferve yourfelves from the infatiable 
-fhirft of riches, which dries up the fources 


% 


of honourable fentiments ; who have avoided 
ambitious immorality, near which every idea 
of generofity and true greatnefs are ftifled ; 


you, who, fimple m your taftes, in your ha~ 


bits, your affections, have not run after bril- 
liant chimeras, and facrificed to vices, the 


idols of focietys; you, whofe fenfibility has ~ 


preferved its delicacy, approach, I am go- 


ing to conduct you towards one of thofe 


fpots in the Ifland of Crers, which, accord- 


‘ing to ourideas, ought not to bear the name 


of gardens. 

We are in one of the beautiful plains in the 
environs of Canes. | Firft, remark all the 
fiens of fertility, fpread over this land, happy 


from the abundance of its various produc- 
tions. Fields in culture! promife rich harvefts. — 


Other plains, equally fruitful, are. frequently 
met with in the ifland; Plenty had there, in 
like manner, fixed herfelf; but the tyran- 


‘hic government which opprefies this country, 
has been futticiently powerful to expel it; — 


feveral diftri€ts have remained uncultivated ; 
various {pecies of corn, which furnifhed the 
fiubfiftence 


a 
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{ubfiftence of a population more humerous 
than it is in our days, and was a branch _ 
of exterior commerce, are now infufficient; 
‘and often is feen arriving in the harbours, 
grain deftined for filling up the forced in- 
tervals ofi culture, on a foil ever ready to 
repay the laborious advances of ‘the hufhand- 
aye You will doubtlefs repeat with me, 
*‘ Woe and ruin to the tyrants, to whom 
‘ aoriculture is an object of indifference and 

b aMistiots is ae 

Behold thofe great trees which form a fort 
of forefis ;.they are olive trees: under a cli- 
mate, a f{tranger to the fevere cold of our win- 
ters, they perifh only from age. Thefe ufe- 
ful trees are loaded with a prodigious quar- 
tity of fruit, from which is expreffed oil, an 
important branch of the commerce of Crerr, 
but it is there badly manufactured; the in- 
habitants are ignorant of the art of refining 
it, and rendering it agreeable to the tafte ; 

and the Europeans purchafe it only for their 
- foap-houfes and other manufactories. 
Farther on, are plane-trees, which attain 
a confiderable height, and cover a large {pace 
with their thick foliage. They acquire a pro- 
digious growth; their branches extend afar ; 
the fun cannot penetrate through a multitude 


‘ mes of 
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of obftacles, which are oppofed to its rays by | 
the accumulated furfaces of their broad leaves. 
The obfcurity which reigns at the foot of thefe 
coloffufies of Nature, has fomething noble, 
but at the fame time too gloomy; and one 
cannot penetrate into it without a fort of 
tremor. sada é 
But here we are in one of thofe gardens 
which bear fo. little refeniblance to ours. 
What a charming fhade we are under!....... 


You recognife thofe trees which our art can-— 


not futfer to grow at liberty, which we im- 
prifon in our green-houfes durmg half the 
year, and which all our pains preferve only 


in a ftate of languor. With what vigour ~ 
they grow. here in a fubftantial ground, — 


which the hoar-frofts never deprive “of a 
gentle warmth! Their boughs extend and. 


intertwine without conftraint ; no one thinks 


of mutilating them, for the purpofe of giving 


them a regular outline, they are not of a fphe- 


rical form, whofe furface prefents only trun- 


cated branches and leaves half cut, without _ 


fhade, without grace, and almoft always with- 


out fruit. See how the branches of the latter 
are loaded with large clufters of flowers and 


fine fruits. But that orchard, which flatters 


the fenfes in fo agreeable a manner, is not en- | 


5 | rely: 


GREECE AND TURKEY. 385 


tirely formed of trees bearin o the {weet orange. 
You will there find the bitter orange, lemons, 
‘and citrons. The almond-tree, the pome- 
granate-tree with purple fruit, mingle. their 
-boughs and their fhade; and. under thefe rich | 
‘arbours, the humble violet is likewife to be re- 
“marked for its beautiful and modeft .drefs, 
and from the {weet perfume which it exhales. 
'. The great rivulet which you faw in the 
plain, and whofe winding banks’ are covered 
with myrtles and oleanders, has been divided 
into feveral ‘branches. Its filvery waters, 
flowing without conftraint. in little canals,. 
which have the irregularity of thofe formed 
by Nature, bring coolnefs under bowers al- 
ready fo agreeably fhaded. Here, no trouble- 
fome crowd comes to roufe you from the 
fweet reveries to which you are invited, by 
the delightful tint of obfcurity of thefe balmy 
_ places. Here, you may wander alone; friend- 
_ fhip, love may accompany, you, and nothing 
, diftraéts you from the intimacy of the com- 
munications of the one, nor from the tran- 
fports and effufions of the other. Do you 
__-conéeive that it is poffible to imagine retreats 
_- more captivating, folitudes more propitious 
~ to doye? The .filence which .here reigns,.a 
a mmytterious fhade,-the fweeteft perfumes, every 
SeuvOLs, tr. \ - one che) wine CRI 
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thing gently agitates the fenfes, every thing | 
difpofes to fenfibility, and to its {weeteft emo- 
tions. Under the fame climate, in a coun- 
_ try not very remote, but in retreats lefs agree- 
able, I alfo felt thofe tender agitations........ 
But I was not long happy; jealous fate 
-fnatched me from fweet tranfports. There 
are men born for misfortune, whom a fatal 
deftiny purfues, whofe foul is inceffantly in 
prey to the moft poignant pains: alas! I am 
of that number....... Excufe me, my tears 
flow; but they are as much the effe@ of ten- 
der and delightful recollections, as of the ex- 
preffion of my forrow. 2 

Leguminous plants lie more particularly 


on that fide; but, in order to difpel from 


thefe places every thing that can recall the 
idea of ,monotony, feveral trees have been 
planted in the midft of thefe little divifions, 


which we cannot call compartments. The 


acacia, with clufters of yellow flowers, per- 


fumes them with its fweet emanations; with — 
what vigour it grows in this land of fecun-~ — 


dity!, I had already. feen it embellifh the 
balmy groves-of Rosetta, where the Arabs 
call it. feiffuban ; here the Greeks give it the — 
name of gazie*. Here are buthes of Arabian a 


* Mimofafarrefana: Mie NN. Sg Farnefianfragrantacacia. 
jafmine, 
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jafmine, whofe powerful, but agreeable odour, 
is foftened by its mixture with that of the | 
other flowers by which they are furrounded. 
The branches of thefe beautiful jafmines be- 
come fufficiently long and thick, and grow 
alfo fufficiently firaight, to be perforated 
throughout their iength, and form large PO 
dtems, highly efteemed in TurKey. | 
Melons, cucumbers grow pell-mell among 
the pot-herbs ; layers, glafles, either in frame 
or in the fhape of bells, are ufelefs on an 
excellent foil which is never deprived of heat. 
You are not acquainted with that tall plant 
with large leaves; it is a beautiful fpecies of 
arum, called colocafia, or great Egyptian 
 arum*. In this ifland, asin Eeyrpr, where 
at has in like manner been cultivated from 
time immemorial, its roots are drefled, which 
have pretty much the tafte of our potatoes. 
Groups of frnit-trees rife above thefe ufeful 

plants. You recognife the apple-tree, the 
’ pear-tree, the {mall cherry-tree, the walnut- 
tree, the fig-tree, &c.; but the fruits of the 
greater part of thefe trees are of a quality 


* Arum maximum ZEgyptiacum, quod waleo colocafia —C. 


Banbin. Bri. 193.—-Arum colocaf Go LINN, ihe Egyp- 
tians call it reteah 
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very inferior to thofe which: grow in. our 
country. It is not the fault of the foil, nor 
of the climate ; but the inhabitants are igno- 
rant of the art of varying the forms and_the 
flavour of fruits, and of making the ftem; 
which fupports them, bear foreign ones. 
Grafting, which would here yield delicious 
productions, is not in ufe, and we fee here 
none but.trees which we call /auvageons, or 
wild ftocks, becaufe they are fuch as they were 


produced by Nature. Your eyes dwell on that. 


fpecies of apricot-tree, which has,” in. faét, 
fome affinity to ours, but, which is unknown 
in Evropr. This tree is peculiar to the 
warm countries of the Easr; it is common 
in Syrra and in Eeyer; in Canpra it no 
longer has the fame flavour that it acquires 
in thofe countries; grafting would render it 
ftill more agreeable, and:its fruit would be- 
come larger. I know not what name the 
Greeks of CaNpra give to that fmall apri- 


cot; in Syrra’and:in Eeypr the Arabs call ~~ 


it mifchmifch*. It is there dried, and after- 
wards dreffed with different kinds of viands: 


this is one of the difhes which are there mot _ 


“ * Pranus : Arica misjmisj.  Fortkal. Flor. Egypt. F | a 


Arab. page 67. 
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commonly ferved up at the table of the 
rich, : | ) 
In thefe enchanted groves, you probably 
foknpsied to meet with a multitude of little 
birds, which have made them their habitual 
abode and the domain of their loves. Here 
they live in perfect fecurity ; man difturbs 
not their union, nor the repofe of their rifing 
family ; he endeavours not to attract them, 
nor to furprife them in cruel fnares. Neither 
can we contider as ufelefs beings thofe amiable- 
-guefis, which, from their variegated colours, 
their finging, and their movements, are not 
one of the fimalle{t attractions of thefe orchards; 
they pay for the {weet tranquillity that they. 
are fuffered to enjoy, by devouring a number 
of infeéts hurtful to plants, and which multi- 
ply with the more abundance under a fky } 
ever temperate, In this mixture of various 
fpecies you will diftinguith the linnet, the 
nightingale, the Reeinalians the gold-finch, 
the chatfinch, the bull-finch, the titmoufe, 
&c. You love to behold again the birds 
which furround and enliven eur rural habita- 
tion. . But liften a moment; do you hear, on 
the agreftic and uninhabited fummits of the 
mountains, which crown the charming plain 
where we are, foft and melodious founds that 
are echoed among the rocks? They are pro- 
cea, duced 
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duced by a'fearcer bird, the folitary black+ 
bird}. How thofe fonorous, but fweet and 
languifhing tones flatter the ear, and pene- 
“trate the foul difpofed to a fweet melancholy ! 
The Greeks give to this bird, whofe finging 
fills the deferts, the name of petro-cockifo, bird 
of the rocks, and the Turks that of hajabout- 
bowl, which fignifies nightingale of the rock. 
Its brilliant warbling occafions it to be in re- 
queft in the great towns of Turkey, where it 
cofts as much as a hundred dollars, that is, 
about two hundred and wadyaton ttt livres’ of 
our money. : 
‘For enriching and perfuming fuch chamii- 
ing retreats, 1f was not enouglithat innume- 
rable clufters of flowers. fhould hang abdve 


the ground; its furface is alfo, in a man- 


ner, firewn with them. You admire theif 
brilliant colour and dazzling variety. They 


are, neverthelefs, only plants natural to the 


ifland, and foreign lands have not been laid 


under contribution for this elegant decora- 


tion. With the exception of a few {hades 


more lively and a part moré regular, for 


which they are indebted to a flight degree 


* Le merle folitaire. Burron. Hift. Nat. des Oifeaux.— 
Turdus cyanus. Linn. $3 
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of culture and to the choice of thefoil, thefe 
flowers fhine with equal luftre in the midft of 
the verdure of the plains, and on the de- 
clivity of the hills. By extending our walk 
beyond the limits of this garden, with which. 
I have juft made you acquainted, you will 
fee {cattered the fame flowers that are there 
affembled. [It is principally from the Ifland 
of Canopta that our florifts have procured 
the beautiful fpecies of ranunculuffes and 
anemones, which conftitute the ornament of 
our parterres. Whole plains are enamelled 
with narcifluffes ; lilies, tuberofes, hyacinths, 
rofes, faffron, orchis of uncommon beauty, 
prefent themfelves at every ftep. 

You muft not imagine that the oleanders 


_- and myrtles, the ornanents of the rivulet 


which we have crofied, have there been. plant- 
ed, and do not grow. fpontaneoufly. The 
former are to be met with wherever there — 
are running waters, and in all cool places; 
and the fhrub confecrated to Love there forms 
hedges, thickets, &c. and both are fo com- 
mon that they might almoft be confidered 
as the brambles of thé country. Other 
fhrubs cover the hills and the rocks with 
their elegant foliage, and embellifh them 
with their flowers. You there diftinguith 

ec & a pretty 
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a pretty fpecies of holly, which the Greeks | ‘ 


call kadomelas or koudomalia*, together with 
the medlar, the buckthorn, the trefoil- 
tree, &c. Bis | 
Thefe clumps, which Nature has diftributed 
with fo much grace, are intermingled with 
aromatic plants, fuch as common thyme, 
creeping or. wild thyme, fage, marjoram, fa- 
vory, &c. &c. Their fmell, as well as their 
verdure, is blended and confounded; it im-- 


f 


pregnates the air with delightful emanations. 


You fee how the famous fraxinella or. dittany’ 


of. Crete; celebrated by the ancients, clothes. - 


with profufion the rocks on which we’ are 
walking. . The peafants collect it, and.make 
it into fmall bundles of the fize of the fift, 
tying it with rufhs thefe they bring to the 


market of CanEa and other towns, where — 


this plant is much efteemed by the prefent 
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‘gnhabitants. Its balfamic odour is preferved — a 


for a great length of time: I have ftill re- > 
maining fome of this dittany, which I brought © 


-, 
a 


home from my travels in Canpia, and which, 
for upwards of twenty years paft, has fearcely 


loft auy of its {mell, or of its virtues. Itisa — 
vulnerary, and an excellent ftomachic; [have 


* Me/fpilus apii folio luido elegantius laciniato. Tourn. 
3 feen 
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feen very good effects from it, and I have 
made ufe of it with great fuccefs on feveral 
occafions. ‘ie | 

So great an abundance of falutary plants 
renders the climate of Canpra the moft 
healthful in the world. Hippocrates fent 
hither his patients to breathe the air, charged 
with wholefome vapours, and I would advife 
you alfo to fix your abode. here, could this 
beautiful country ceafe to be polluted by the 
prefence and domination of the barbarians, 
who have fnatched it from the hands of civi- 
lized people. igen 
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CHAPTER XXL. 

Lurks and Greeks of Candia.—IVomen. Ch. 

mate. — Agriculture. — Olive-trees. — Cot- 
_ ton.— Mulberry-tree.— Sefamum. — Wines. 
| —Forefis.—Roch-rofe.—Ladanum.--Horfes. 
-—Dogs.—Turki ifh Dog:—Hogs.—A seeks 
Greek villager—Bees, honey, and war.— 
Caufes of the rife in the price of waa, a 
means of prev venting id. 


UNDER a fky which the father of phyfic 
confidered as the reftorer of the health of © 
mankind, the human fpecies muft naturally 
have partaken of fo happy an_ influence. 
This, in fat, is what ftrikes the obferver, 
as foon as he lands in the Hland of Canna. 
The Turks, whofe race is already fo hand- - 
fome, have there acquired a taller fiature, 
mufcles more prominent and more firongly. 
marked, broader cheft and fhoulders, all the 
proportions which conftitute beauty | and 
ftreneth, together with an impofing ftep 
Bi: and 
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and carriage; but, through all thefe advan- 
tages, which we could not but with to ad- 
mire, the fternnefs of their countenance ‘gives 
to their majeftic exterior a formidable im- 

.preffion. This fort -of brilliant acquifition, 
which the Turks have made in Canpra, 
though general among them is not fo. with 
the Greeks of that ifland. Of a ftature lefs 
tall, a corpulence lef prominent, a ftep lefs 
folemn, a make lefs robuft, but moregraceful, 
this people appear to have degenerated under 
' a climate which is natural to them, and in 
which they are abandoned to flavery, which 
alike degrades both the form of the body and — 
that of the mind. | 
And this fame difparity in the exterior at- 
tributes of the Turk and the Greek is alfo 
met with among the women of thofe two 
nations. The Turkith women are there hand- 
fomer than in the other parts of the East; 
whereas the female Greeks have, generally 
fpeaking, fewer charms, than they poffes 
in feveral other countries. This faét is worthy. 
_ Of attention; it does not appear eafy to aflign 
- its caufe. How happens it that a tempera- 
ture fo favourable to the fine and vigorous — 
conftitution of foreigners has not, or at leaft 
appears not to have, any influence on that 
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of the natives? ‘The heavy: yoke of cruel fla- 
very may probably, as I have juit faid, with 
regard to the men, leffen the effects of. a 
happy climate; but this impreffion cannot 
operate with fo much activity on the per- 
fon. of the women, who, neverthelefs, feem 
to have loft many more of their allurements. 
Does a long habit of good deftroy its fweet 
impreflion? ’ Or elfe have the excellent qua- 
lities of the air, which is breathed in Can- 
DIA, fomething too vigorous, and, if I may 
ufe the expreffion, too mafculine for the de- 
licate organs of the women, who have been 
expcefed to it from time SaiNeeconane 

With: the exception of the leprofy, which 
was brought thither from Asia, and which, 
with precautions,. might be made to. difap- 


pear, as we have extirpated it in Francs, ' 


where it was one of the fatal prefents of the 
crufades, there are no contagious nor prevail+ . 
ing diforders in the Ifland of Canpra. I 
{peak not of the plague, which, in countries 
where every prudential meafure- is unknown, 


may. be introduced there accidentally. The. 


water 1s as good as the air; it runs down 
on all fides from the mountains; and, hav- 
ing great rapidity in its courfe over inclined 
rocks, it preferves its limpidnefs, and. does 
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would double its produce. A change of crops, 
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not colle& into ponds: or marthes, whence 
might iffue pernicious exhalations. 


The nature of the produétions of the earth 
partakes of that of the atmofphere; their 
good qualities would not be inferior to their 

abundance, if agriculture, that mother of 
ftates, could, I do not fay be there en- 
couraged, but ceafe to be difgraced and per- 
fecuted. Commerce and induftry, in order 
to fix themfelves there with {plendour, are 
waiting only for a change in the govern- 
ment, and men more worthy to reign over 
a country which the inappreciable advantages 


that it has received from Nature have ren- 


dered famous, {fiill more than the annals of 
antiquity. Its plains, abandoned to an ac- 


tive culture, divefted of every obftacle, might, 


like thofe of Srciry, become the granary 
which would infure the fubfiftence of a po- 
pulation more. numerous than it’ is in our 
days, as well as that of the neighbouring and 


defs favoured. countries. On a land, which 
its nature and that of the atmofphere which 
warms. it render impatient to produce, the 


inhabitants: would take advantage of the 
forwardnefs of tiie harvefis,. in order to com- 
‘mit to it, in the fame year, plants which 


well 


I 
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well managed, would afford the faciliey: of 
multiplying cattle, which are wanting there 
at the prefent day, and which, m the eyes of 


every intelligent farmer, are a certain fource 


of fecundity and riches. New kinds of cul- 
ture would find, on a foil fo fertile, the ele- — 


ments of a productive vegetation, at the fame 
time that thofe to which the natives are ha- 
bituated, would acquire greater increale and 
abundaice. ; 
_ In the firft rank of thefe ancient produe- 
tions of the earth, which fiill offer fome 
fpeculation to commerce, but which, fup- 
ported by a good adminiftration, would be- 
come fo flourithing, we muft place the olive- 
tree. No climate, no foil is more propitious 
to it than that of Canpra, and the oils 
which are drawn from it, refined like ours, 
would ceafe to be common oils, fit only for 
f{oap-houfes and manufactories. | 
Independently of wheat and barley, which 
can fearcely be of a fuperior quality, cotton 
dlfo is there cultivated; but this commodity 


is neglected in the vallies of Canpia, al-— 


though it fucceeds in them extremely well. 
Hands, and aétivity, which»are difcouraged 
by flavery and exactions, are, wanting to 


agriculture, as well as to induftry, and plains 
which 
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_which-the labour of men might bring into 
anifon with the rich profufion of Nature, re- 
main ufelefs and forfaken. .— - 

_ This is the cafe. with the mulberry-tree, 
by no means plentiful in Canpra, though 
it would grow there amazingly well, and 
would make of the filk-trade, at moft null 
in our days, one of the branches of public 
riches. ‘) . 
Sefamum*, the oil of which Has, fince anci~ 
ent times, been much in wfe in the East, 
alfo occupies fome place in the plains; but 
this ferviceable plant is {till more neglected 
than the others. 

One of the productions of the Ifland of 
Cawnpta, which has preferved its ancient re- 
putation, is wine, which, in fome diftri@s, | 
is ftill delicious. Every one knows that 
Homer has praifed the wine of Canpta,_ 
and that Jupirer drank no other nettar 
during his ftayin the ifland. The caloyers 
_ ofa little convent, fituated in a very fertile 

and yery agreeable plain, half a league from 
Caneaf, prefented me with a wine fill 
s,s Sefamum indicum. Linn. 

«4 In this convent I faw the epitaph of a child of a 

French conful, M. ee that was interred there in 171%. 


worthy 
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worthy of figuring at the table of the gods, 


and which, in point of delicacy and perfume, ~ 


was not inferior to the beft known wines. 
The malmfey, which is made in the en- 
virons of Mount Iva, is alfo much efteemed; 
but all thefe Canpia wines muft be drunk 
with great caution ; they are of a fiery qua- 
lity, fly very quickly to the head, and fhake 
the nerves. -The Turks of Cawnra are lefs 
{crupulous . obfervers of the prohibitions of 
Mauomet, than thofe of other countries. 


Several drink wine with much pleafure,and it _ 


is not uncommon there to meet fome who 
have all the fymptoms of intemperance, and 
‘the effrontery of people who are not afraid of 
publicly manifefting a contempt for the laws. 
It may eafily be conceived, that the ftrength 
of the wine neceflarily increafes the violence 
of their charaéter, and te meet them at that 
time is not unattended with danger. 

_ Although .the commercial relations , 
France with Canpra have been habitual, 


the wines of that ifland have never been an. 
object of fpeculation, whether they have been 


little known, or, which is more probable, 


whether the quantity which is made of them _ 


be not fufficiently confiderable to become an ey 


article of commerce of great importance in 
the 
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the eyes of our merchants in the Levant, 
who concerned themfelves little to difcover 


new branches to add to thofe pointed out to 


them by an old routine. I am convinced 
that the Canp1a wines, brought into our 
countries, would not appear inferior to their 
ancient renown. ‘The Greeks, certain of find- 
ing new vents, would extend the culture of 
their vines, the produce of which would be .' 
another mean of facilitating mutual ex- 
changes, and increafing the advantages of a | 
reciprocal commerce. 

The plantations of Nature are no lefs ufeful 


in a country on which fhe has. poured her 


favours with profufion, than thofe which 


i 


-are due to culture. Not to mention thofe 


charming fhrubs, which an eternal fpring 
preferves, with fo many charms, on a land 
that they incetfantly adorn, nor of that pro- 
digious quantity of aromatic plants with 


' which the rocks are embalmed, forefts cover, 


in feveral places, the declivity of the moun- 


tains, and crown the fummit of the hills. 


Pines, cedars, and firs, there fhoot forth 


firaight and tall ftems, an inappreciable re- 


eivrte for fhip-building, as well as the refin | 
which exudes from thefe vaft nurferies* of 


Nature. No country, perhaps, unites, with 
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fo many advantages and fo much profufion, 
objects of great utility to thofe of agreeable- 
nefs; a valuable union,| fince it is the bafe of 
the profperity of nations, and of the tranfient, 

but fucceflive happinefs of thofe of whom they 
are compofed. 

On the mountains in the vicinity « of CANEA, 
and at the foot of Mount Ina, grows’ a a fpe- 
cies of rock-rofe*, which yields ladanum or 
labdanum, a refinous fubftance that ferves for 
perfumes, and the preparation of certain 
drugs. The ancient Greeks called it ledon ; 
it was of great value in their eyes, and they 
drew it from fome other countries, and parti- 
cularly Syria and the Ifle of Cyprus. The 


ancients intrufted, in a manner, the goats 


2 


with the care of collecting this article. Thefe ~ 


animals, a real fcourge to trees, on whofe: 


leaves and boughs they browfe, fell with 


avidity on the rock-rofes,. whofe odour at- 


_ tracts them, and the refin which trickled 
from the branches, broken by their teeth, fo. 
pernicious to forefts and plantations, clang to 


‘their beards, there became indurated, and — 


formed. little balls, which were carefully col- H 


-leéted, but which were almoft always mixed 


* Ciftus ladaniferus, Linn. | 
with 


a 
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with goat’s hair *, and infeéted with the 
‘ftrong {mell of that animal. At this day 
_ladanum is colleéted with greater cleanlinefs ; 
for that purpofe is ufed.a fort of long-handled 
whip, formed of a double row of leathern 
{traps}, which is gently paffed over the leaves 
of the rock-rofes, in the hotte{t time of the 
year, and during the greateft heat of the day. 
The whole number of ftraps of which this 
very fimple inftrument is. cémpofed, becomes 
loaded with fhining drops as clear as turpen- 
tine: thefe are fcraped off and made into 
eakes: this is ladanum, which, colleéted in 
this manner, would be very pure, had not a 
fpirit of fraud taught the Greeks to adulterate 
it, by mixing it with fand. 

| This fort of crop, which preliminary la- 
bouts have not introduced, and which Na- 
ture alone prepares every year, is ftill. profi- 
table to the peafants of Canpra. Indepen- 
dently of the quantity of ladanum which paffes 
into our countries, a great confumption is 
made of it in the East. It is a cuftom al- 
moit general to knead little bits of it between 


_ * Prin, Hift. Nat. lib. xii. cap. xvii. 

+ Touxrnerorr has given the figure of one of thefe 
whips, in the firft volume of his Voyage du Levant, page 73 
_ Of the 4to edition. 5 
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the fingers, and to fmell the fweet and ra--- 
ther agreeable odour which they diffufe; the - 
women, principally, take a pleafure in hand- 
ling it in this manner. _Befides its perfume, 
this fubftance is reckoned to avert contagion, 
and to poffefs feveral other medical proper- 
ties. In the iflands of the ARcHIPELAGO, I 
have feen it pretty frequently ufed as a remedy 
for the head-ach, by applying it to the ar- 
teries of the temples. 

If from the fubftances which the land of 
the Ifland of Canpra produces, and which 
are of fo excellent a quality, that, according 
to the ancients, every thing that grows in 
that ifland is incomparably better than what 
is gathered in other countries, we pafs to the 
ufeful animals which are there kept, we fhall 
difcover the fame favours of Nature, the fame 
remiffnefs, the fame negligence, on the part | 


of the inhabitants, the never confequence 


of general opprefiion; 3 in fhort, the fame means 


of amelioration in agriculture and of extenfion. 


in commerce. The race of horfes which is 
there feen originally came from Barpary; 
"but they have extremely degenerated in point 
of form and beauty. Handfome horfes are 
fearce; but, on the other hand, there are — 
none, perhaps, that can be compared to them ~ 

for 


\ 
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for Bone ftrong and fupple in their limbs, and 

alfo for being furefooted.. Accuftomed to 
climb up fteep mountains, or to defcend 
very inclined planes, their ftep is firm, and 
whether they carry a rider, or whether, loaded 
with heayy burdens, they feem to advance 
with difficulty, they never ftumble in the moft 
difficult places. The addrefs with which they 


afcend and defcend roads, which are nothing 


more than furfaces, almoft level, of fmooth 
marble, bordered by precipices, and on which - 
the feet of the horfes appear not to have any 
hold, is truly admirable. By dint of having 
_fet their feet in the fame place, they have 
marked the impreffion of them, and, in the 
rougheft defcents, they cling, by putting them 
exaétly into thefe little hollows, which they 


feek, and know how to find again with won- 
_derful exaéinefs.. However frightful the road 
may appear, the traveller needs not be under 


any uneafinefs on that account; it is fufficient 


_ for him to fuffer the horfe to proceed, and 


not confine his movements, by endeavouring 


to check the bridle, or to pull up ‘his head, 
fo as to hinder him from feeing the only little 


excavations that can prevent him from falling 
and throwing his rider. Thefe excellent 
sabe intended for travelling in a country 
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entirely covered with rocky mountains, are, 
for the moft part, abandoned to people who — 
over-load and ufe them ill. The figns of, 
mifery, the marks of ill ufage and of ‘want 
of care, are to be remarked in the greater part 
of them. Such 1s, in general, the cruelty of © 
the difpofition of man, who repays the impor- 
tant fervices of a fpecies of animals, all whofe 
faculties are confecrated to him, without re- 
ferve, only by the coldeft za at a and 
barbarity the moft ungrateful. 

Another fpecies of domeftic animals of the 
Ifland of Canpta, the faithful friends of 
man, and companions of the horfe, were for- 
merly reckoned, on account of their fleet- 
nefs and agility, the beft in GreeEcE, after 
thofe of Lacepemonta. But their race is’ 
degenerated, efpecially fince the Turks, great — 
‘enemies to dogs, have made themfelves 
matters of that beautiful country. The dogs 
of Canpra, like almoft all thofe of the Easr, 
are a fpecies of large greyhounds or courfing 
dogs, which, to be handfome animals, require 
only a little attention. But, in thofe coun- 
tries of tyranny and flavery, thefe animals,” 
to whom attachment is a want, cannot exer- — 
cife that amiable quality of their inftinét; — 
every where repulfed, in vain they endeavour 
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to exhibit forme fteril marks of it; obliged 
to check themfelves, even in the: very figns 
of their affection, they, neverthelefs,’ mifer- 
able as they are, prefer living with man, and, 
as it were, in {pite of him, rather than eman- 


-cipate themfelves from a condition of neg 


leét and misfortune, by returning to their pri- 
mitive ftate of liberty, in which they would, 
indeed, no longer have ill ulage to undergo; 
but which would deprive them of the hope of 
obeying the fate of the law impofed on them 
by Nature, of having no other will than that. 
of their mafters, no other fentiment than that 
of abfolute devotion. ty 
On the fubjeét of dogs, which are in very 
ereat numbers in the tows of Turkey, I 
fhall remark, that we might feek there in 


vain that fpecies, rather uncommon and with- 


out hair, which we call the Turkifh dog, and 
fometimes the naked dog. It is not in the 
temperate climate of Turxzry that dogs lofe 
their hair, it is not even under the burning 
fky of Ecypr; for thofe feen in the moft 
northern part, which is diftinguifhed by the 
name of Lower Eecypr, are of the race of 
large greyhounds, deformed by want, which 
are found in the other towns of TuRKEY; 
and thofe of Uprzr Ecyrr have long hair, 
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and fomewhat refemble our fhepherd’s dog. » 


I cannot fay, with precifion, from what 
country the Turkith dog originally came; 
but I have never met with a fingle one in 
Turxey; and whatever inquiry I made, thofe 
to whom I applied were unable to indicate 
to me where any of them were to be found, 

or even to give me to underftand that they 
were known in that country. I have even 
fome reafon to fufpeét that this is a diftinét 
and fepatate fpecies; and the fearcity of thefe 
dogs in Europe might lead us to prefume 
that they are a fimple accidental variety in a 
fpecies of animals, the races of which are in- 
cefilantly croffied and mingled; a variety 


which may have been called Turhi/h dog, be- 


caufe, having fcarcely any hair, they have 


fome refemblance to the Turks, with whofe. 
fcrupulous attention to eradicate their hair 


every one is well acquainted. Missin 
In Canpra no carnivorous and ferocious 
animal exifts. ,; The thepherd is eafy-as to the 


fate of his flock, which has not to dread the | 


murderous tooth of the wolf. Accordingly 
the fheep there pafs their life, in the open air, 


browfing, at full liberty, on the odoriferous 


plants with which the mountains abound. 


Cirottoes, Formed by Nature in the bofom — 


By: 
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of the rocks, ‘ferve them as a fhelter againit 
ftorms and bad weather. The milk given by 
the ewes and fhe-goats furnifhes very good 
_cheefe. Thofe which are made at SPHACHIA, 
the fouthern diftric&t of the ifland, have a 
~ great reputation, and are fent all over the 
Levant. But a more important article of 
commerce is wool, of which there is.alfo ex- 
ported a {mall quantity that will appear very 

trivial,.if we compare it to the abundance 
of the food which the country affords for the 
fupport of flocks more numerous and better 
taken care of, than they are under a govern- — 
ment, the real fcourge of agriculture, and 
under which nothing profpers but tyranny. 

; The Greeks alfo keep hogs, a greater num- 
ber of which would be profitable to rural 
economy. The inhabitants ought at leaft to 
feel themfelves, in fome meafuré, obliged to 
the Turks, to whom hogs are animals unclean 
and detefted, for not preventing their being 
reared in the country-places, where, however, 

they are not very common. A hog is even 
a prefent which is of fome value in the eyes of 
the Greek villagers. I happened, one day, 

to be in a village between Canra and Re- 
‘vT1imo, with my janizary, and my Provencal 
renegado. I ee at the houfe of an honeit 
5 | . Baas 
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farmer, whofe wife ‘giéddléd: a Tittle ‘with? 
phyfic and bleeding. I never received fo 
many marks,of frank and cordial hofpitality, 
as during the very fhort ftay which I made 
with thefe worthy people. The woman, mm 
particular, lavifhed on me the moft offictous 
civilities, and the moft delicate attentions. 
She might be reckoned one of the handfome 
women of the ifland, where, as I have faid, 


beauty ts rather uncommon. She was no. 
longer young; but her face was ¢haracte- . 


rized by thofe large and noble features, which 
are the appendage of the Greek women m 
general; her eyes were remarkably fine; 
her hair, of a thining black, was braided with 
ribands, which only half furrounded it, and 
this braid, rolled on the top of the head, 


formed a fort of helmet or turban, which fet. 


off, with no inconfiderable advantage, the 
features of her face. To thefe exterior allure- 
ments, this worthy Greek woman added a 
tender and generous heart. In order partly 
‘to teftify to her my eratitude, I offered her 
an excellent lancet, for which fhe had ap- 
peared to have a great fancy. She attached 


fo much value to this trifling prefent, that. 
fhe was determined to make: me one in her 


{ U t é 3 
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The morning before my departure, while 
the attendants were getting ready our horfes, 
fhe caufed a live hog to be brought, and tied 
on mine, which I was greatly aftonifhed to 
fee on my faddle, when I was preparing to 
mount. The not over-fcrupulous janizary, 
who accompanied me, had himfelf affifted 


to faften on this fingular portmanteau. With | 


an infinite deal of trouble I got it removed. 
My landlady appeared grieved at my refufal, 
and I had no fmall difficulty to make he 
eomprehend how highly improper it would 
be that I fhould enter a Turkith town, where 
hogs are held in abhorrence, with one of 
thofe animals tied on behind me. 

_A branch of rural induftry, which is not 
fuficiently encouraged in our country, and 
which fucceeds in Canprta with great faci- 
hty, and without much trouble, is the multi- 
plication of bees. In order to thew the good- 
nefs of the honey which they yield, the an- 
cients feigned that J uprrer had been fed 
on it, on Mount Ipa. This honey is, in 
fact, of the greateft beauty ; and wax, which 
enters at prefent, but ona very fmall fcale, 
into the export-trade of the ifland, would 
there be extremely abundant, if aétivity, the 
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mother of induftry, was not diminifhing daily © 
_ with the population. In travels of the nature” 


of thefe, which confift not im a fimple narra- 
tive, it is, no doubt, allowable to make a few 
ufeful comparifons, and not conftantly to 
keep our eyes fixed on the countries which 
we are vifiting. On turning back our looks 


for a moment towards our.own country, I fee’ 


people who are aftonifhed that wax fhould 
there be conftantly becoming fcarcer and 


dearer, although the prodigious confump- | 


tion which the churches made of that fub- 


fiance, no longer exifts. For my part, L am 
only aftonithed that wax is not already at a 


higher price. Independently of the fevere 
winters, which, within thefe few years, have 
caufed the hives to perith in our northern 
provinces, and the very perceptible diminu- 


tion in the number of perfons who applied | 


themfelves to the rearing of bees, the trade 


_ of the Levant is loft to us, and every one — 
knows that it was principally. from thofe : 


countries that we received the moft con- 


fiderable part of the wax which was con- — 
famed in France. On the other hand, the 


diforder ever increafing in the Turkifh em- 
pire, the troubles there fubfifting, the par- 
tial wars of which fome of its provinces are 
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the theatre, and the ftagnation of trade have 
alfo diminifhed in the Levant the number of 
hives which were there taken care of, and 
confequently the quantity of wax which was 
drawn from them. All thefe circumftances 
ought to induce us to extend over our ter- 
ritory, reftored to the repofe of which it has 


been fo long deprived, the rearing of bees, — 


_ and to find, in our own ftock, means to dif- 
penfe, at leaft in a very great meafure, with 
the burdenfome affiftance of foreign countries. 

This kind of induftry is eafy and profita- 
ble, and it is an agreeable recreation for who- 
ever loves a country life. It has claims to the 
encouragement of authority, and that en- 
couragement is fimple like its object; it con- 
fifts only in favour and protection. 
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' Carnbooraus animals — Birds He prey. —Ser- 
pents. —Tarantula. — Mining fpider.—Li- 

- sard.—Golden plovers.—Thrufhes.—Hydro- 
phobia. — Profcarabeus. — Candia. — Cnof- 
fus. —Gortyna. — Labyrinth. — Retimo.— 
Harbour of Paleo-Caftro. — Sphachiots. — 
Pyrrhic dance. 


AN ifland, which gave birth to Juprrer, 
and in which every thing announced the 
favour and the gratitude of the gods, ought 
not to contain any thing mifchievous, nor 
feed any noxious animal. ‘The ancients, 
firuck by the numerous allurements of the 
Ifland of Canp1a, which they regarded as 
an abode truly celeftial, did not content | 
themfelves with faying that no wild beaft 
fhed blood on its territory, which is the truth; 
fince, on the fuppofition that carnivorous 
quadrupeds had there exifted, their races have 
entirely difappeared, and the ufeful and inno- 
cent ewe is not in fear of feeing its feeble 
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damb carried off by cruel fpoilers. But ex- 
aggeration has been blended with the ac- 
counts of the ancients, or rather with the en- 
comiums that they took a pleafure in {cat- 
tering over the defcription of a country of 
which there is fufficient good. to be faid, 
without there being a neceffity for having 
recourfe to imaginary advantages. It was 
afferted that birds of prey even could not 
there fubfift, and that, if any were brought 
thither, they foon perifhed. It is unnecef- 
fary to premife, that this was carrying the 
matter a little too far: the bird of prey, 
whofe rapid and continued flight clears great 
{fpaces, may very eafily arrive in the Ifland 
of Cawprta, eftablith itfelf, and multiply 
on the fhattered fummits of the high rocks 
with which it is thickly ftrewn, or on the 
top of the large trees which tower above its 
- furface: the fall game, which there abounds, 
affords a food eafily acquired by birds that 
live by the death of others; and the nature 
of their retreats would render it very difficult 
to ditlodge them.. And, indeed, birds of 
prey, aud even thofe whofe too tender eye 
cannot fupport the brightnefs of day, and 
which are addi¢ted only to noéturnal excur- 
fions, are there met with rather frequently, 

although 
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although the ancients had thence excluded 
them without juft reafon. 

It is alfo without foundation that it was 
formerly afferted, that thelfland of CaNnDIA 
‘was exempt from ferpents and other vene- 
mous animals: Puiny, neverthelefs, made 
an exception in favour of the phalangium, or 
tarantula. On a hilly foil, which retains 
no ftagnant waters, and which long rains do 
not impregnate with too much humidity, 
the propagation of reptiles and infects cannot 
be confiderable, and there they find not 
the elements which compofe their poifon. 
Beton had already obferved that three 
fpecies of ferpents were there known: the 
ophis, the ochendra, and; the ephioti:*. It is 
no eafy matter to indicate, with precifion, 
what are the fpecies diftinguifhed by thefe 
ancient names: to clear up this point of 
criticifm, it would be neceffary to enter 
into difcuffions, the refult of which would 
afford nothing very fatisfactory, or other- 
wife have beheld thefe ferpents, and this 
is not the cafe with me. ~s 

The tarantula is here reckoned to be very 
- yvenemous, and even to occafion death; but 


* Objervations de plufeurs fingularités et chofes méimorables, 
trouvées en Gréce, &¢s 
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I have every reafon to fufpe@ that there 
alfo exifts here another {pecies of fpider, as 
dangerous as -the tarantula. ‘This is on what. 


I ground my. conjectures. Several French- 


men, who had refided for a long time at 
Cawea, and even fome of the moft intelligent 


Greeks, told me that a fpider, whofe {ting is 
. mortal, was to be found in this country. 


They could not defcribe it to me in fuch 
a manner as to make me recognife it; but 
they were acquainted with the tarantula, and 
they affured me, that the infeét of which they 
were {peaking to me differed from it greatly: 
indeed, they gave me a ‘convincing proof of 
this' difference. It is well. known, that the 
tarantula dwells in the ground. during the 


winter, or during, the rainy feafon;. and 


that, in the dry feafon, it keeps in the air, 


and fpins its web. The fpider here in quef- 


~ 


tion, on the contrary, though as big as the 
tarantula, lives conftantly in fubterraneous © 
retreats: thefe are fmall cylindrical cavities, 
clothed internally with threads, and. the en- 


“trance of which is clofed by a hinged lid, 


fimilar to that of a fnuff-box. This in-. 


duftrious infect is of .the {pecies of . the 
mafon-fpider, which Sauvaces difcovered 


in Lanevepoc, and which has alfo been 
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feen in the Ifland of Corsica. For the ex- 
tremely curious details of the habits of this 
‘fpider, I refer the reader to a very circum- 
‘ftantial Memoir, which my learned friend 
LatrerLue has publifhed on this fubject, 
in the Mémoires de la Socitté d Hiftoire Na- 
turelle de Paris. We will there fee with what, 
implements Nature has provided the infect 
deftined to dig its abode: it carries in its. 
head, above the infertion of the claws, a fet, 
of parallel and prominent teeth; it is a fort — 
_ of rake, with which the animal turns up the - 
earth, and {mooths the walls of its retreat. | 

Although the mining {pider of Lanaur- 
poc is not reckoned venemous, it would not 
be extraordinary that it fhould be fo in the 
East: we know that this infe@, or at leaft 
a fpecies very fimilar, occafions by its fting 
very ferious accidents in Jamaica*. How- 
ever, without bemg fcarce in Canpra, the 
mafon-{pider does not make its appeatance ~ 
there frequently ; becaufe, accuftomed to live | 
under ground, it dreads the broad day, and 
ifues from its cell only during the night. 


© Sec Brown, Natural Hiffory of Jamaica, tab. xziv. 
fig. 43 and the Memoir of Latrsiiue refpecting min-~ 
ing fpiders. 
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I. was alfo affured that there was, in the 
fame country, a fpecies of lizard very vene-. 
mous; but I did not fee it, and it is only 
from {imple conjecture that I fufpeét that it 
might probably be the gecko*, which is met 
with in other countries of the East, in the: 
vicinity of the Ifland of Canpra, and.parti- 
. cularly in Barsary and Eeypr. 

It is to this inconti iderable number of mit ae 
chievous beings that the danger of inhabiting _ 
the Ifland of Canpta is reduced; and our 
readers will admit that thefe are thorns 
{carcely perceptible, in the midft of the im- 
menfe and delightful quantity of flowers and 
charms with which it is rich and brilliant. 

All the neceffaries of life are there to be 
found in great plenty; the coafis abound 
with fifh; the plains and the mountains feed 
a great deai of game, and, above all, a con- 
fiderable number of red partridges. Birds 
of paffage come and increafe the multitude 
ot thofe beings which man has confecrated 
to his voracity. Golden plovers are very 
common at the beginning of the winter; 
‘and when the cold begins to be felt, with- 
out ever being fufficiently powerful to form 

/ \ . 
* Lacerta gecko. Linn. — 
EE 2 ) ice, 
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| ice, the Greeks of the country-places make 
on the thrufhes a fuccefsful attack. _Thofe 
birds all retire into the groves of orange and ~ 
lemon trees, to pafs the night; their purfuers, 
with deceitful lights, earry alarm into the 
inidft of thefe fleeping flocks; imagining that 
it is day, the thruthes, quit the foliage, the 
charming afylum which a cruel {nare con- 
verts into a'fcene of death; they are feen 
flying round the torches, and they are knocked 
on the head with large wooden. battledores. 

In this manner the peafants fill facks with 
-them, and carry them to the rriaatnts of the. 
towns. 

Although the barilte diforder, with the 
nature of which we are yet fo little ac- 
quainted, I mean the hydrophobia, is un- 
known in warmer countries of the Easz,’ 
I have been told that it makes its appear- 
ance, but rather feldom indeed, in the Ifland 
of Canpra. Dapper alfo mentions that 
this ifland has been, frequently afflicted by 
mad‘ dogs, which have from time to time — 
incommoded the inhabitants*. The remedy — 
which the King of Prussra purchafed, and _ 
caufed to be publifhed in 1777, is there — 


* Defcription de sri 4 folio, page 462. 
- known 
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known ; and it is very probable that it is 
from that or fome neighbouring country, 
that the poffeffor of this pretended fecret has 
obtained it, for it was not a novelty. Ma- 
THIOLE has fpoken of it from AvicENNE*, 
and I have been ‘affured that, from time 
immemorial, the Candiots employed it as a 
fovereign fpecific againft madnefs. Our con- 
ful at Canea told me, that as far back as 
1776, he had fent to Franés the infeét which 
~ furnifhes this fpecific ; whence we muft con- 
elude that the pretended difcovery of this 
remedy in Evroee was nothing more than 
an impofition.: ; | 

This infect is the meloé or oil-beetle, a 
fpecies of profcarabeus +, the larva of which 
bears the name of may-worm; it is common 
in. our countries; in the fpring, it is to 
be found in gardens, woods, fields, and — 
-forefts. An oily liquor iffues from the body 
of the -infeét, when it is touched or cruthed. 
In Canptia, it is reduced to powder, which 
the patient fwallows; but this remedy pof- 
feffes a very violent activity; it caufes con- 
‘vulfions, pains in the bowels, inflammations, 


—* Commentaires fur Dioscoripes, liv. vi. 


+ Meloé profgerabeus. Linn. 
. | agony 
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“agony, bleedings at the nofe, bloody urine, 
and even death, when it is taken in too large 
a dofe. The ancient phyficians confidered 
it as a favourable fymptom, if the man, 
attacked by madnefs, paffed blood in his 
urine*; but fuch curative means are equiva- 
lent to the diforder itfelf, and the moderns 
have been in the right to relinguith them. * 

Although Canera is the moft populous 
and moft trading town of the ifland, yet it 
is pot the capital. Canpia has preferved 
that title, even after it has loft the advantages 
thence accruing. Its harbour, much. fre- 


quented in the time of the Venetians, has - 
been choked up from the effect of the general ~ 


improvidence of the Turks, fo that it can now 
admit only the fmall barks of the country. 
Merchant-veflels can no longer enter it but in 
ballaft, or with a fourth of their lading; ,.and 
Hf they are under the neceflity of taking. in 


their cargo, they muft, like the hips of 
war, repair, to Sran-D14, a dmall ifland four . 
‘leagues off, and oppofite to Canpra. This. 
land. has preferved its ancient name of 


- Diaz, for that <of., SransDia, whieho the 
European navigators give it, Is a compofi- 


* MatTuiere, at the place quoted. 
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tion ae the ae ais. eis. ten Dias, to 
go to Dia. Boats convey thither goods on 
board the fhipping. | 

So great a reftraint has reduced to mott 
nothing the trade of the town of Canpra$ 


barks bring from Cawnea the productions | 


of that part of the ifland; and fhortly, as 
-~]I have faid, the harbour of this latter town 
will become equally impracticable, and hips, 


like commerce, will no longer have any 


point of union, or place to take in their 
cargoes, but the rocky and uninhabited coaft 
of the Gulf of Supa. | 

The town of Cawnnpra, built on the fpot 


which was occupied by the ancient city of | 
Herac ea, is fituated in a beautiful plain, - 


interfected by floping hills, which ‘fhare its 
fertility. Itis the Kwanpax of the Arabs; a 

word derived from candax, which, accord- 
ing to fome of the learned, fionifies entrench- 
ment. It is evident, from the buildings in 


_ this town, that it is not the work of the ° 


Turks; ftraight fireets, regular fquares, houfes 
fubftantially conftruéted — every thing an- 
- nounces that it owes its exiftence to the 
| Venetians ; but every thing announces, at 
- the fame time, both the frightful ravages of 


war and the flower havock of want. Here> 


are 


“ 


\ 
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are {till to be feen ruins, the, remains of 3 


the memorable fiege which it fuftained, for 
twenty-three years, againt the Ottoman 
forces. “The lofs. of its “commerce has 


changed’ its flounthing fituation into an 


_ unhappy ftate, and has cofiderably reduced 
the number of its inhabitants, who, for the 
moft part, have removed to Canera,. to- 
gether with the foreign merchants. 

It sis, neverthelefs, {till the feat of the 
general government of the ifland. .The pa- 


yeha, fent thither by the court of ConsTan- 


TINOPLE, is a pacha with three. tails; but, 
‘proud of his dignity and of his power, he 
contents himfelf with commanding a militia 
_ frequently -ungovernable: entirely occupied 


be bis private fortune, he thinks’ only of 


xtending it by exactions, and concerns him- 
feif little to re-eftablith, repair, or procure 
a few advantages for a country, to which 
he isa feourge, like the government from 
which he derives his authority. 


Near Canpra, are lying in the duft the 


ruins of Cwossus, an ancient, town where 
Minos held his court, and the abode of 
the moft powerful and the moft warlike 


people of the Ifland of Crerz. A finall » 
village, Cnossov, would recall to mind the — 


fite 


a 
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fite of the ancient town, were it not’ difco- 
verable, in a manher no lefs certain than 
afflicting, from the rubbith which covers it, 
and a great part of which has ferved for the 
buildings of modern Canpia. ? 
Some: ruins, which occupy a great extent 
of ground, and ftill afford fragments of an- 
cient magnificence, are thofe’ of GorTyNa, 
a celebrated town, whofe power and fplen- 
dour eclipfed that of Cnossus. Near this 
{pot is feen the labyrinth; it appears not to 
be that which was famous in antiquity, and 
particularly from the ftory’ or fable of 
AriapNne and Tuesevs. This latter was 
near Cnossus, and there “no longer ap> 
pear any veftiges of it. The labyrinth of 
Gorrywna is, according to all appearance, 
nothing more than immenfe quarries, fuch’as 
are to be met with in the vicinity of great 
towns. ‘Such is the opinion of judicious ob- 
fervers.’ Savary combats it;>but every ome 
knows that this writer wasinot ‘the partifan of 
fimple and natural effects; he took a delight. 
in giving to the objeGs of antiquity, of 
which he fpoke, a very lofty origin, in order _ 
that he might take the opportiinity of trac- 
dng it, very ‘ably no doubt, but in a very 
~uncertain manner, from events which ages 
cover with an obfcurity that it is not always 
VOL. I. FF ae ealy 
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eafy to penetrate. In truth, in this laby-- 


“tinth, or rather in thefe quarries of Gortyna, 
there is nothing furprifing, and they may, 
be compared to the numerous and immenfe 
galleries from which have been taken the 
fiones of the edifices and houfes of Paris. 
Between Canea and Canpia ftands, on 
the fea-fhore, a fmall town, whofe prefent 
name of Retimo, is nearly the fame as that 
of Riruymwva, which it formerly bore. — Its 
fituation is delightful; the plain which fur- 


rounds it is rich in all forts of provifions; its . 


gardens are very agreeable, and its houfes 
well built; but its harbour is no longer prac- 
: ticable except for the barks of the country; 
fhips remain im the road; yet they anchor 
there but feldom; and Ret1mo, which, from 
its pofition, the abundance of oil which is 
collected in. its vicinity, and the other -pro- 
ductions of its territory, might be an im- 
portant, place of trade, has, as well as 
CAN DIA, feen a part of its population pafs 
to CANEA. 5 fe bite olersieil 
“Independently of the harbour of Supa, 
there alfo exifts another equallyfpacious, con- 


= 


~yenient, and fafe,.in the moft eaftern -part 


of the ifland, in a gulf formed , by; Capeagm 
Sipera and Cape Soromon; but the coatt — 
prefents not more habitations than at SuDA.. 
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‘Here are to be feen nothing but ruins, called 
by the Greeks PaLtEo Castro, a namé’ 

which they give. to all antient towns, a few 
herd{men’s huts, rocks, and brambles; ex- 
cept a great quantity of red serleapnydeg 
Contrary winds detained me there for feveral 
days, in going to ALEXANDRIA, on board of 
the ereaee frigate, which they had com- 
pelled to put into this part. Wehad with us 
a felucca, The fight of thefe two vetiels of 
war fo intimidated the {hepherds of the coaft, 
that they haftily made their efcape, with their 
flocks, and abandoned to us the foil and their 
cabins. Not one of them re-appeared during 
our fiay.. They probably took our veffels oF 
a urkith veffels, and thus fecured themfelves 
from the, oppreffion of their crews. What 
‘muft be the fate of this interefting and 
unfortunate people of Grextce, fince the 
fole approach of thofe, to whom a fatal 
deftiny has fubjected them, is in their eyes 
a dreadful fcourge ! 

I fhall not hicciate to give a defcription 
of a . country fo vaft as the Ifland of Can- 
DIA; this would be the object of a long 
work, and I have no intention of carrying 
the prefent to too great an extent. What I 
have faid of it is Ciieiens for prefenting the 
general picture of one of the moft beautiful 


| and 
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and moft (aatliti countries on earth; and 
longer details would lead me too, far. I 
fhall add but one word refpe€ting the tribe 
of Greeks who inhabit the mountains of 
Spacura, on -the fouth coaft of the ifland. 
They fpeak a purer dialeét than the other 
Greeks, becaufe habituated to the fimple and 
hard life of mountaineers, they have dif~ 
dained to mix with the nations which have 
fucceffively occupied their country. They 
are good warriors, and very dexterous in 
fhooting with a bow; but feveral diferace 


Pe oa nee 


their courage and their fkill by giving them-— - 


felves up to robbery; frequently they lie in 
ambufh behind the rocks which fkirt the 
roads acrofs the mountains ; they attack and 
Kill paffengers, and are, above all, dreaded by 
Turkifh travellers.. It is faid that the Spha- 
chiots are the only ones among the Greeks 
who have preferved the Pyrrhic or warlike 


dance, which is executed with arms in the 


hand, and at the fame time performing vari~ 
ous evolutions. It is not aftonifhing that 
nations, to whom the terrible reprefentation 
of war is a fport and recreation, fhould have, 
favage manners, and be inclined to realize, 


by violent aétions, feenes which they are in 


the habit of reprefenting in their amufements. 
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